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PREFACE 


Afril  ,    ,  r,     °^  """   ^"'''"'    ''^'  '"   South 

Afnca,  I  was  led,  hke  many  other  Hritons,  no  doubt 

*o  ,nqu,rc  what  the  character  of  British  rule  in  that 
rCKion  had  been  from  the  beginning.    The  right  which 
Bnton   or  Boer  may  claim  to  control  the  future  of 
i"      h  Afnca  must  certainly  depend,  in  the  conflicting 
ar.umstances  of  the  case,  on  the  work  he  has  done  in 
the  past  and  the  tit'e  it  has  earned  for  him  to  continue 
hat  work  m  the  future.     In  the  present  contest  no 
es.,er  ,ssuc  than  the  destinies  of  all  South  Africa  and 
he  kmd  of  civilisation  under  which  its  mixed  popu- 
lation,  Dutch,   British,  and  coloured,   are  to  ll ve  is 
involved.     No  superficial  question  of  the  rights  of  a 
suzeram  orthe  name  of  a  republic  must  be  allowed 
to  d.sguKse  the  real  nature  of  the  struggle,  or  excuse 
any  one  from  examining  the  record  of  both  parties 
before  deeding   on     vhat   is   only  the   latest  phase 
of  a  conflict  t   at  is  more  than  a  hundred  years  old 

It  was  with  the  view  of  getting  some  light  on  this 
que.,,on  that  I  turned  to  what  is  generally  recognised 
as  the  tandard  history  of  South  Africa,  a  work  in 
five   volumes    by   George    r     Theal,  of   the    Cape 


I'REKACK 


Colonial  Civil  Service.  Th.it  is  his  larfjc  work  on 
the  subject,  but  he  has  alsci  inihlished  some  minor 
works,  amontjst  which  are  a  short  popular  history  of 
South  Africa,  published  in  1894,  in  the  Slniy  of  Ihc 
Nations  series,  and  a  history  written  in  Dutch, 
Gescliietkuis  van  Xnui-Afrka,  which  with  the  excep- 
tion of  some  chapters  of  special  interest  to  the  Uutch, 
is  (,'enerally,  word  for  word,  the  same  as  the  volume 
in  his  Story  of  the  Nations  series.  Like  many  of  my 
countrymen,  1  suppose,  I  had  always  been  tau^'ht  to 
believe,  and  from  what  I  had  myself  seen  and  e.\am- 
ined,  I  was  ready  to  believe,  that  Hritish  rule,  while 
it  had  not  of  course  been  exempt  from  errors,  had 
been  in  the  main  distinguished  by  its  fairness  and 
justice,  and  by  liberal  methods  of  administration 
meant  to  further  the  moral  and  economic  develop- 
ment of  the  countries  under  that  rule.  The  reader 
of  Dr.  Theal's  works  will  hear  little  in  support  of  such 
ideas.  From  his  three  histories  I  received  only  a 
painful  impression  of  misrule  and  incapacity,  and  even 
of  arro^'aiice  and  tyranny  on  the  part  of  the  British 
Government ;  it  was  nothing  apparently  but  meddling 
and  muddling,  deliberate  neglect  of  the  feelings  of 
the  "  man  of  the  spot  "  (who  of  course  is  always  wise 
and  right),  and  no  single  thread  of  moral  wisdom  or 
political  forecast  running  through  it  .ill,  that  the 
historian  at  least  had  any  eyes  for. 

It  happened,  however,  that  Dr.  Theal  had  been  good 
enough  to  send  to  the  library  of  the  University  on 
whose  staff  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  a  set  of  the 
records  of  Cape  Colony,  as  far  as  they  have  yet  been 
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I     published,  consistinR  of  a  mass  of  original  documents, 
letters    private    and    official,    re,,orts,   invcsti^'ations, 
census  returns  and  such  like,  from  which,  with  the 
hc.p  of  other  contemporary  evidence  such  as   may 
l>e   had   in  the  literature     f  that  time,  one  may  be 
able  to  form  an  independent  judgment  on  the  early 
|)eiiod  at  least  of  British  rule  in  South  Africa.     After 
a  study  of  thos-  materials  1  am  convinced  that  Dr. 
Theal  IS  by  no  ...cans  the  safest  of  guides  in  this  part 
'    of  the  Kmpire's  history  ;  it  even  seems  to  me  that  he 
ha.:  laboured  to  darken  the  Hr;ish  side  o."  it  ;  he  has 
passed   lightly   or  in  silence  over   the  characteristic 
merits  of  British  rule,  espe    ally  when  tried  by  the 
standards  of  the  times  of       ich  he  is  speaking ;  he 
has  misunderstood  or  misrepresented  its  highest  tra- 
ditions, he  has  unfairly  emphasisfd  its   defects  and 
made  as  little  as  possible  even  of  the  ec      .mic  and 
"Klustrial  advantages  which  it  undoubted!      onferred 
on  South  Africa.     And  he  has  done  this  for  the  sake 
of  setting  the  history  of  a  special  class  of  Boers  in  the 
best  light,  and  of  building  up  traditions  of  Boer  his- 
tory, which  are  certainly  at  variance  both  with  these 
records  and  a  common-sense   analysis   of  the  facts 
The  problem  of  ruling  and  developing  South  Africa 
has  had  various  phases,  all  of  them  difficult  enough 
but  Dr.  Theal  has  saved  himself  all  trouble  of  seeking 
lor  the  moral  or  economic  principles  involved  in  it  by 
the  easy  application  of  one  principle,  namely,   that 
the   Briton  was  always  in  the  wrong  and   the  Boer 
always  in   the  right.     I  have  really  been  unable  to 
discover  any  other  organising  principle  in  his  work 
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earnc  1  f  "^^^  '"^P"-«d  Dr.  Theal's  histories  when  I 

Du  "ch    I  ""'"J'"'  '°  "^^  '^''*'°^>''  -"■"-  '■"  the 

tori  al     r^"'f  •  ^'  '^'^  collaborator  in  these  his- 

S    F  VV  Retl/"  ^  """'^^^  °^>'--  '^-d  been 
y  •  W.  Reitz,  the  present  secretary  of  the  Trans 
vaal.  then  President  of  the  Orange  Free  State      iZ 
■nchned  to  doubt  if  any  histor/in  w^t  M.  Ret" 

«"t.sh  rule  m  South  Africa.  At  any  rate  I  hone  I 
have  been  able  to  show  in  the  follow'^ng  pa's ij 
the  views  of  events  given  by  Dr  Theal     Z.T 

tt  «r;^  in  thf  histor^  ?/sLrAf£,:r£ 

'rrca";L'™'"'="''^--'-^-"^-ral,with 
This  work,  although  now  cast  into  the  form  of  an 

"dependent  history,  was  originally  only  a  review  of 
the  important  points   in   Dr    ThLv 
of  British  rule  in  C         n^'  representation 

of  lectures  iV     ^^  ^°'°"y'  ^"'^  P^^'  "^  ^  ^"'es 
°    "^«ures  delivered  at  a  conference  of  Alumni     I 

hav.     owever.  developed    the  topics   suffic.Z;  t 

present  a  connected  view  of  the  political  history  of 

t.me'ol7       ".  "^  ,°""P^''°"  "^y  ^'^  «""^h  7the 
rime  of  the  great  trek. 


Queen's  University, 

Kingston,  Canada. 
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Character  of  the  Boer  Civilisation-The  Boer  of  the  Back- 
Veldt-Capetown  a  Hundred  Years  Ago— Willem  Sluyter, 
the  Boers'  Classic. 

Holland  was  at  its  highest  strength  and  vigour 
as  a  naval  and  colonial  power  when  the  Dutch  East 
India  Company,  about  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  sent  an  expedition  to  occupy  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  The  aim  of  the  Company  was  nothing 
more  than  to  secure  a  fine  strategic  position  on  the 
ocean  route  to  the  Indies,  and  a  provisioning  station 
for  their  fleets  on  their  long  voyages  to  and  from 
the  spice  islands  of  the  E;.  '  For  the  latter  purpo.se 
a  limited  number  of  colonists,  Dutch  peasants  of  the 
poorest  class,  were  encouraged  to  plant  gardens  and 
set  up  for  themselves  in  the  vicinity  of  the  garrison  . 
and  the  number  of  cultivators  was  increased  every 
now  and  then  by  a  Dutch  soldier  or  foreign  mercenary 
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i'l  the  Company's  service,  who  obtained  his  discharge 
with  permission  to  join  the  ranks  of  the  colonists. 
The  new  settlers  soon  began  to  drive  the  native 
Hottentot  clans,  the  Kaapmans  and  Cochoquas  of 
those  days,  from  their  old  pasturage  grounds  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  settlement,  and  the  first  of  those 
wars  between  white  man  and  black  for  the  possession 
of  the  soil  arose.  Yet  in  tho.se  earl'est  days,  the  racial 
feeling  of  the  Dutch  was  not  so  fierce  against  the 
native  as  it  fifterwards  became  ;  and  the  name  of  ''cter 
van  der  Stael,  official  Comforter  of  the  Sick,  is  quoted 
at  need  by  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  as  that  of  a 
missionary  who  in  i6C5o  taught  Hottentots  and  slaves 
the  principles  of  Christianity. 

The  economic  and'  social  development  of  the  new 
settlement  was  slow  and  of  a  peculiar  type.  The 
character  of  the  climate  and  the  early  introduction 
of  slaves  (1658)  made  the  burgher  averse  to  manual 
labour,  and,  like  all  slave-owners,  he  became  indolent 
as  regards  industrial  development.  The  want  of  all 
the  ordinary  evidences  of  civilisation,  of  bridges  or 
boats  for  fording  the  rivers,  of  made  roads  and  sign- 
posts, made  a  disagreeable  impression  on  the  traveller, 
and  irritated  him  with  difficultie.':  to  which  the  Boer 
had  grown  accustomed.  Except  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape- 
town and  in  a  few  ferti'e  valleys  like  Drakenstein  and 
the  Paarl,  where  a  class  of  small  freehold  farmers  pro- 
duced corn,  wine  and  fruits,  there  was  little  cultivation 
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of  the  land.     Even  in  the  Cape  District,  Barro.v  tells 
us  not  more  than  a  fifteenth  of  the  soil  was  under 
t.ilage,>  and  while  the  corn  and  wine  Boers  in  this 
part  of  the  country  were  not  wanting  in  industry  and 
shrewdness,  their  methods  were  rough  and  defective 
The.r  plough  was  a  huge  wooden  instrument  that 
required  eight  horses  or  a   do^en   oxen   to   drag  it 
through  the  ground,  and  from  the  defects  of  its  con- 
struction was  not  unfrequently  travelling  along  the 
top  of  ,t;  their  seed  was  carelessly  sown,  about  a 
bushel  and  a  half  to  the  acre,  and  the  use  of  manure 
was  hardly  known.     Yet  when  there  was  water  near 
the   Dutch   agriculturist  received  a  plentiful    return 
for  very  little  labour,  and  was  quite  contented  to  do 
as   his   fathers   had  done  before  him.     A  good  au 
thority  remarks  that  the  Dutch  farmer  with  all  his 
defective  methods  generally  got  as  much  out  of  the 
ground  as  his  English  neighbour,  his  long  e.vperience 
of  the  country  counting  for  much.     "  The  old  Dutch 
men   had   more   under  their  nightcaps    than    most 
people  gave  them  credit  for."  2 

V.«M  A/nca,  vol.  „.  p.  340.     ijarrow  is  the  chief  authority  for 
the  period  during  the  first  British  occupation,  .795-180       He 

the  Boers.  '''"''  ""=>■"?•■"'-'-  i"  ^s  dehneation  of 

^  Wilberforce  Bird,  SM,.  of  t/u  Cafe  of  Good  Hofe  in  ,82-> 

p.  .76     Bird  was  many  years  in  the  Civil  Service  there  •  a  coo  ' 

unprejudiced  observer,  of  somewhat  limited  official  range  ' 
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But  the  class  of  small  freehold  farmers,  the  wine 
and  corn  Boers,  as  they  were  called,  existed  mainly 
in  the  district  near  Capetown,  or  at  most  sixty  to 
seventy  miles  away,  where  the  roads  to  the  Cape- 
town market,  though  not  very  good,  were  still  pass- 
able for  the  huge  Cape  waggon  drawn  by  twelve 
or  fourteen  oxen.  As  the  Dutch  colonists  increased 
in  numbers  and  found  their  way  over  the  mountains 
into  the  highlands  of  the  interior,  or  spread  eastward 
along  the  slopcF  and  valleys  of  the  coast,  they  became 
more  vagrant  and  unsettled  in  their  way  of  life.  At 
Stellenbosch  or  Hottentots'  Holland  the  Boer  was 
an  agriculturist  producing  v.  heat  or  wine,  but  once 
over  the  great  mountain  ranges  he  became  a  half- 
nomadic  breeder  ol  cattle  and  sheep,  occupying  on 
a  loose  squatter  tenure  enormous  tracts  of  country, 
from  six  to  ten  thousand  acres,  of  which  nothing  but 
a  mere  patch  was  ever  cultivated. 

The  life  of  a  vee-Boer  (cattle-Boer,  or  Boer  of  the 
veldt)  was  necessarily  a  rude  one  in  these  early 
days.  His  habitation  was  often  a  mer-  hovel,  "  four 
low  mud  walls  with  a  couple  of  square  holes  to  admit 
the  light,"  and  slovenly  thatched  with  rushes.  And 
this  was  often  the  dwelling  of  a  man  who  owned 
several  thousand  head  of  cattle  and  had  a  band  of 
dependents,  slaves  and  Hottentots,  at  his  command. 
Before  the  door  stood  the  cattle  kraal  with  its  im- 
mense dung-heap,  the  accumulation  of  >-ears,  which 
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he  never  disturbed  except  to  take  some  of  its 
hardened  and  trodden  mass  for  fuel,  when  nothing 
bette.  was  to  be  had.  In  dry  seasons  he  had  often 
to  roam  far  with  his  cattle  in  search  of  pasture,  the 
whole  family  accompanying  him  and  living  as  com- 
fortably in  the  great  waggon  as  they  would  have 
done  at  home.  He  never  saw  the  face  of  civilisation, 
except  it  might  be  once  a  year  when  he  made  a 
journey  to  Capetown  to  sell  the  butter  and  soap 
made  by  his  women  folk,  and  to  purchase  coffee, 
brandy,  and  the  few  other  articles  wi  ich  he  counted 
amongst  the  necessaries  or  luxuries  of  life.  He 
seldom  made  bread  in  these  days,  or  grew  any  corri 
even  for  his  own  use.  He  used  little  milk,  or  butter, 
or  vegetables,  but  lived  chiefly  on  animal  food, 
especially  mutton,  great  dishes  of  which,  stewed  in 
sht°p's  tail  fat,  appeared  at  his  table  three  times  a 
day. 

Such  was  the  life  of  the  vee-Bocr  at  this  period  all 
along  the  great  line  of  mountain  ranges  which  then 
formed  the  boundary  of  the  colony,  from  Kamiesberg 
and  the  Ouder  Roggeveld  in  the  west,  along  the 
N'ieuwvcld  to  Tarka  and  Bruintjes  Hoogte  in  the 
east.  It  was  only  after  you  had  crossed  Karroo  soil, 
and  were  nearing  Capetown  at  Roodezand  or  the 
Hex  River,  that  the  country  began  to  wear  a  •''"•^z\ 
aspect,  with  well-planted  orchards  and  neat  substan- 
tial farmhouses.     Of  course  there  were  frontier  Boers, 
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especially  in  the  Snecuwbcrg  district,  who  were 
better  off  than  others,  and  better  housed  ;  but  even 
in  the  best  cases  there  was  little  to  represent  the 
comforts  and  usages  of  civilised  life. 

No  doubt  the  descriptions  of  the  passing  traveller, 
even  when  he  is  as  well  informed  and  observant  as 
Barrow  and  Thompson  were,  often  give  a  faulty 
impression  of  a  jjeople  and  its  way.  The  hut  at 
Invcrsnaid,  where  Wordsworth  saw  his  Highland  Girl, 
was  a  poor  enough  dwelling,  with  a  mud  floor  and  a 
hole  in  the  roof  for  the  smoke  to  escape  by,  yet  the 
poet  was  sufficiently  sympathetic  to  see  native  worth 
and  even  graces  of  a  kind  there.  But,  unfortunately, 
no  Boer  poet  ever  passed  by  the  house  of  Hans 
C''ctzec  of  the  Hantamberg,  or  Schalk  Burger  of  the 
Snccuwberg,  to  give  us  an  intelligible  report  of  that 
life,  and  do  for  them  what  Bret  Harte  did  for  as 
rough  a  subject,  the  Californian  miner  of  1848 
Thomas  I'ringle,  it  is  true,  of  the  African  Sketches, 
might  have  done  it,  but  he  was  too  much  occupied 
in  drawing  pictures  of  the  Bechuana  native  and 
the  Bush-boy  in  the  popular  style  of  Gertrude  of 
Uyoming. 

It  is  evident  that  the  Boer  of  the  veldt  had  his 
compensations.  He  led  an  easy  and  leisurely  life, 
with  a  band  of  slaves  and  Hottentots  around  him  to 
do  what  labour  was  required  ;  he  had  plenty  of  food 
and  tobacco,  the  latter  being  grown  extensively  in 
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some  districts  ;  he  had  his  sco/iie  of  jjin  or  brandy, 
and  his  regular  nap  after  dinner ;  he  was  fond  of 
killinj;  the  wild  game  which  generally  abounded  in 
his  district,  and  thought  nothing  of  riding  a  four  or 
five  fl;iys'  journey  for  a  hunting  expedition,  or  an 
aui  lion  sale,  or  a  sermon,  all  of  which  were  great 
siK  ial  events  amongst  the  farmers  of  the  veldt.  On 
such  occasions  (bating  the  sermon  of  course)  his 
mouth  was  a  little  uproarious  and  apt  to  disconcert 
strangers  ;  but  it  was  no  v.  arse  perhaps  than  that  of  a 
jolly  company  of  Scotch  farmers  of  the  same  period, 
unless  indeed  some  hapless  native  chanced  to  excite 
his  mger  or  contempt,  fcr  that  was  always  an  ele- 
ment which  mi£;it  give  a  touch  of  coarseness  or  even 
a  tragic  turn  to  lif   in  South  Africa. 

It  was  partly  the  nature  of  the  country  that  made 
the  Hoer  of  the  veldt  what  he  was,  an  unsettled 
wanderer,  with  little  attachment  to  the  soil  on  which 
he  stood  and  very  impatient  of  the  ordinary  restraints 
and  responsibilities  of  life.  With  the  exception  of 
the  lowland  belt  along  the  coast  and  some  green 
valleys  amongst  the  mountains,  the  greater  part  of 
his  country  was  a  bare  parched  land  all  the  way  to 
the  Orange  River,  without  wood,  verdure  or  running 
water,  the  Great  Karroo  being  only  a  marked  ex- 
ample of  the  whole.  Whatever  rivers  there  were 
shrank  during  the  dry  season  into  mere  trickles  and 
muddy  pools,  and   a  journey  was  rarely  made  into 
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the  interior  wilh.iiit  the  traveller  haviiiK  to  huHcn 
anxiously  forward  in  search  of  water.  Destructive 
blights,  hurricanes  and  :)ccasional  plagues  of  ItKUsts, 
which  literally  darkened  all  the  air,  helped  to  make 
the  Boer  careless  of  aj^riculture  and  somewhat 
slovenly,  thercfoic,  in  the  matter  of  fencing  and 
hedging. 

Hut  though  little  of  the  land  in  the  interior  was 
available  or  profitable  for  tillage    at    that  time,    it 
yielded  a  pasturage  which,  even  where  it  was  coarse 
and  scanty,  as  in  the   Karroo  parts,  was  sufficient  to 
support  herds  of  cattle  and  sheep  on  the  large  scale 
of  grazing,  "  si.\  acres  to  a  sheep,"  practised  by  the 
Boer.     I'"locks  and   herds  therefore  were  the  wealth 
he  prized  most.     "  There  is  the  best  garden,"  said  o'  ' 
Wentzcl  Coetzer  of  the  Jarka  to   Tringle,  as  he  s; 
his  cattle  coming  home  up  the  valley.     And    as  a 
prudent    rrazier,   with   an   eye   to   water   and  other 
things,  he  did  not   want  any  neighbour  nearer  than 
six    niles  away. 

It  was  in  these  pastoral  solitudes  that  the  Boer  of 
the  back-veldt  g.cw  up,  a  type  evohed  from  a  race 
of  peasants  and  hardy  adventurers  of  the  lower  class, 
thoroughly  cut  off  by  their  position  and  habits  from 
all  the  influences  of  moderi.  civilis.ition.  The  cir- 
cumstances were  highly  favourable  to  the  physical 
development  of  the  Boers,  fc,  the  interior  with  all 
its   drawbacks   was   a   very   healthy   region,  with   a 
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siiiBularly  pure  air,  and  nights  that  arc  cool  even  in 
the  hot  season.     Hut  they  (htl  not  tend  to  produce 
a  hiyh  ty]K  of  state  or  of  humanity.     The  population 
was  too  widely  scattered  and  too  vagrant  in  its  habits. 
It  was  a  civilisation  of  backwfjodsmcn  made  jierma- 
ncnt   and   universal,  without  possibility  of  adequate 
provision  for  the  education,  the  social  training,  or  even 
the  effective  political  goveriuncnt  of  the  inhabitant.s. 
As  the  colony  grew  in  dimensions,  occasionally  a 
Dutch  Governor  would  feel  uneasy  about  the  future, 
and    make  an  effort   to  restrict  or  circumscribe  the 
roving    tendencies    of    his    subjects.      In    1743    the 
Governor-General  of  the  Dutch  Indies,  van   Imhoff, 
offered    to    convert    on    easy    terms   any    burgher's 
yearly  rent  into  [jcrpetual  leasehold  ;    out  this,  like 
other  attempts  of  the  same  kind,  had  no  effect  what- 
ever on   tendencies   so  deeply  rooted  a.*  fo  oe   in- 
eradicable.    The  Dutch  Boer  preferred  to  be  a  rude 
lord  of  the  voldt,  ruling  his  household,  his  slaves  and 
his  herdsmen,  in  half-savage  freedom,  to  the  tamer 
life  of  a  settled  community,  with  its  irksome  labours 
and  numerous  obligation.s.     The  rapid  expansion  of 
the  pastoral  farmer  cau.scd  an  increasing  demand  for 
■slaves,  and  still  more  for  native  servants  to  look  after 
the  numerous  stock  on  these  vast  and  lonely  farms. 
The  service  of  the  latter  was  often  more  or  less  com- 
pulsory, that  of  vagrant  or  criminal  Hottentot.s,  or  of 
Bushmen  captured  in  a  raid,  and  practically  the  only 
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law  known  on  the  farm  was  that  of  the  master's  will. 
What  laws  did  exist  regarding  the  slave  and  native 
servant  were  Draconian  in  their  severity  to  the  col- 
oured man,  from  the  necessity  which  the  Boer  felt  of 
instilling  a  wholesome  dread  of  his  power  into  this 
savage  and  miscellaneous  population  around  him. 
Any  slave,  male  or  female,  who  should  raise  a  hand, 
even  without  weapons,  against  master  or  mistress, 
was  condemned  to  death  without  mercy  ;  and  the 
criminal  procedure  of  the  colony  was  full  of  pro- 
visions for  examination  by  torture  and  excruciating 
penalties,  designed  to  keep  the  slaves  and  native 
races  in  subjection. 

As  a  civilisation  it  had  an  economic  side  not  unlike 
that  of  a  Russia"-  Polish  rural  aristocracy  of  the 
same  date ;  but  what  made  it  unique  was  that  its 
ruling  figure,  the  aristocrat  of  the  veldt,  was  a  born 
peasant,  with  the  hard,  coarse,  sound  grain  of  a  Low- 
German  race,  without  traditions  of  refinement  or 
chivalry,  without  arts  and  without  literature,  except 
for  a  Bible,  which  he  was  often  unable  to  read. 
Whatever  gentle  blood,  with  its  subtle  instinct  for 
refinement  and  a  code  of  honour,  flows  in  the  veins 
of  the  South  African  Boer  came  mostly  from  the  two 
or  three  hundred  immigrants  that  Africa  received  from 
those  Huguenot  families  whom  the  fanaticism  of  Louis 
XIV.  had  driven  to  seek  new  homes  in  I'rotestant 
States,  and  amongst  whom  there  appear  to  have  been 
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some  families  of  distinction.  Hut  the  Dutch  Boer 
took  care  that  the /w;-.?^/,^  of  his  peasant  stock  should 
not  be  too  much  altered  by  any  refinements  or  tradi- 
tions of  gentility  which  the  French  settlers  may  hav.- 
brought  with  them.  He  suppressed  their  language 
and  dispersed  them  over  districts  occupied  by  Dutch 
farmers,  with  the  result  that  anything  distinctive  in 
their  national  sentiment  and  manners,  except  perhaps 
a  superior  degree  of  neatness  and  industry  observable 
in  Franschehock  and  the  Drakenstein,  disappeared 
completely  in  a  couple  of  generations. 

The  great  fact  in  the  history  of  the  Boer  is  that 
he  has  grown  up  in  complete  isolation  from  European 
culture.  Except  for  the  Bible,  which  he  seems  to 
have  read  very  much  as  our  Puritan  ancestors  did, 
as  a  warrant  to  go  forth  and  spoil  the  heathen,  and 
VVillem  Sluyter's  hymns,  he  had  nothing  that  con- 
nected him  with  the  traditions,  the  literature,  or  the 
art  of  Europe.  It  is  true  the  Dutch  young  ladies  at 
Capetown,  as  Captain  Percival  of  his  Majesty's  Royal 
Irish  regiment  informs  us,  dressed  after  the  English 
fashion,  and  were  fairly  accomplished  in  music  and 
dancing.  But  the  Boer  of  the  veldt  knew  nothing 
of  such  frivolities.  I  have  nowhere  read  that  he 
pos.sessed  as  much  as  a  musical  instrument,  and  it 
IS  unlikely  that  he  paid  much  attention  to  the  "  gor- 
rah's  humming  reed,"  or  the  rude  guitar  with  which 
the  Hottentot  herdsman  cheered  his  melancholy  lot. 
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But  he  sang  Willem  Sluyter's  hymns  morn  and  even, 
and  said  long  graces  before  meat ;  a  peculiar  people, 
and,  had  it  not  been  for  the  temptation  of  that  poor 
native  race  around  them,  a  good  one. 

His  language  alone  would  have  doomed  the  Boer 
to  intellectual  isolation.  It  was  not  the  language  of 
Dutch  books,  or  even  the  common  speech  of  Hol- 
landers ;  it  was  'ii^  Taal,  a  rude  peasant  tongue,  with 
a  vocabulary,  Olive  Schreiner  says,  as  limited  as  that 
of  pigeon-English,  and  still  further  debased  by  accre- 
tions from  the  lingo  of  Kaffirs  and  Hottentots. 
Even  to-day,  the  same  authority  declares,  the  true- 
bred  Boer  finds  it  just  as  difficult  to  pass  an  exam- 
ination in  literary  Dutch  as  in  English.  Not  that 
I  think  the  Taal  such  a  curiosity  as  that  talented 
writer  in  her  enthusiasm  fancies  it  to  be.  The 
language  of  Ezekiel  Biglow,  or  Tammas  Haggart 
and  his  compeers  in  Thrums,  or  the  Ligurian  speech 
of  an  old  peasant  from  Cogoletto  would  answer  every 
point  in  Mrs.  Schreiner-Cronwright's  description  of 
the  Taal.  But  these  vernaculars  exist  on  the  fringes 
of  a  cultured  society  and  side  by  side  with  a  literary 
language,  which  is  equally  current  for  the  purposes 
of  the  press  and  the  pulpit.  But  in  Cape  Colony, 
outside  of  Capetown,  there  was  no  cultured  class  at 
the  time  of  the  British  occupation,  and  not  more 
than  four  or  five  clergymen  for  the  whole  widespread 
Boer  population.     Except  in  a  few  thriving  villages 
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in  the  corn  districts  near  the  Cape,  there  were  no 
schools.     The  only  schoolmaster  obtainable  by   the 
Boers  of  the  veldt  was  generally  a  wandering  soldier 
discharged    from    the    Capetown  garrison,    and    his 
functions  were  even  more  varied  than  those  of  Sy- 
brandt  Mankadan,  the  historic  dominie  of  Stellen- 
bosch  ;  for  in  addition  to  keeping  the  Boer's  accounts 
a"i  teaching  his    children    to   read    and   cipher,  he 
might  be  asked   to  take  a  hand  at   the   plough  or 
other  farm  work.      The  condition  of  the  whole  colony 
is  fairly  represented  by  the  fact  that  at  this  period  it 
had- no   newspaper,  no   printing   press,    no    regular 
mails,  and  also  not  a  single   professional   tramp  or 
beggar   of    the   white    race    except    the    privileged 
Lazarus,  whom   Bird  describes   as  lying   at   a    rich 
man's  gate  on  the  road  to  VVynberg. 

This  intellectual  isolation  of  the  Boer  gf  ,  a  long 
way  to  explain  certain  anomalies  in  his  character 
Nearly  all  the  traditions  which  have  been  part  of  the 
education  of  Europe  an  \merica  have  passed  him 
by,  the  civic  spirit  of  progress,  the  ideals  of  science 
and  philosophy,  the  enthusiasm  of  the  saint  and  the 
scholar,  the  code  of  Bayard,  the  traditional,  at  least 
traditional,  respect  for  truth-so  candidly  absent  in 
the  bulletins  of  Pretoria  and  the  proclamations  of 
itcyn,  all  that  has  been  left  out  of  the  composition 
of  the  Boer  as  completely  as  the  art  of  Monsieur 
Worth   and  other  elegances  of  ICuropoan  life.     The 
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educated  Afrikander  of  Bloemfontcin  and  Pretoria 
may  belong  to  European  civilisation,  but  the  typical 
Boer,  the  Boer  of  the  veldt,  hardly  does  any  more 
than  the  children  of  Rarabe  and  Moselekatse.  The 
store-clerk  in  Omaha  who  knows  all  about  the  eti- 
quette of  sport,  and  the  shop-girl  in  Kansas  who 
arranges  her  room  after  the  boudoirs  of  Duchesses, 
as  shown  in  the  Home  Journal,  are  in  comparison 
saturated  with  the  traditions  of  Europe. 

All  the  same,  it  is  in  this  Boer  of  the  veldt  that 
the  peculiar  virtues  of  the  race  seem  to  be  concen- 
trated, its  hardihooa,  its  faculty  for  building  up  life 
in  the  wilderness,  and  its  faith,  its  intense  convictions 
on  the  subject  of  race  and  destiny  and  land,  oits  land, 
which  have  only  partially  found  a  Burns  or  a 
Bjornstjerne  in  Olive  Schreiner.  In  her  pages  the 
Great  Karroo  at  least,  with  its  wastes  of  red  sand 
and  fantastic  kopjes,  and  the  charm  of  its  solitude 
and  great  horizons,  have  been  made  familiar  to  the 
European   imagination. 

The  one  place  in  thi<:  extensive  country  which 
had  any  resemblance  to  a  town  was  the  capital, 
Capetown.  At  the  time  of  the  British  occupation  it 
had  a  population  of  aboi't  five  thousand  white  people 
and  ten  or  eleven  thousand  slaves.  It  was  pleasantly 
situated  'On  the  shore  of  Table  Bay,  with  the  mag- 
nificent mountain  scener<^  of  Table  Mountain,  Lion's 
Hill    and    Devil's    Hill  in   the    background,   almost 
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encircling  it  on  the  land  side.  It  was  well  laid  out, 
the  principal  streets  being  wide  and  regularly  built, 
with  canals  flowing  through  them,  lined  on  each  side 
with  oak-trees.  The  houses  were  neat  and  substantial, 
in  some  cases  elegant  mansions  with  large  gar- 
dens attached  to  them.  The  public  buildings  were 
handsome,  and  the  citadel,  Government  House, 
barracks,  grand  parade,  and  batteries  gave  an  air  of 
state  and  military  display  to  the  town. 

Society  in  Capetown,  even  before  the  advent  of 
the  British,  .seems  to  have  had  all  the  characteristics 
of  what  is  specifically  called  society  in  every  part  of 
the  world.  The  young  ladies  there  spoke  p'rcnch 
and  English,  had  a  fair  musical  education,  and 
dressed  after  the  fashion  of  I'aris  and  the  Hague. 
The  Dutch  admiral  Stavorinus,  who  visited  the  Cape 
in  1778,  is  rather  .severe  on  their  vanities  ;  "  the  first 
lesson  they  learn,"  he  says,  "is  how  to  mak:;  them- 
selves agreeable  to  the  men,  and  especially  to 
strangers  .  .  .  nothing  is  omitted  that  can  render 
them  elegant  and  attractive."  Stavorinus  was  evi- 
dently a  steady-going  old  Hollander,  uho  did  not 
appreciate  the  characteristic  colonial  smartness  and 
vivacity  of  the  Cape  ladies.  In  general,  indeed, 
though  he  had  a  high  opinion  of  the  country  farmers, 
he  thought  little  of  the  inhabitants  of  Capetown. 
"  The  chief  trait  in  their  character,"  he  says,  "  is  the 
love  of  money,  .  .  .  palpable    and   universal."      He 
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thought  the  men  lazy  and  inactive  both  in  body  and 
mind,  indifferent  to  education  or  improvement,  and 
distinguished  by  an  "  utter  ignorance  of  whatever 
does  not  daily  strike  their  outward  senses." '  Stavo- 
rinus  was  himself  a  Dutcnman,  and  not  likely  to 
mistake,  as  an  Englishman  might,  mere  Dutch 
gravity  for  sloth.  There  was  evidently  something  of 
the  moral  languor  of  a  Dutch  East  Indian  colony 
even  at  the  Cape. 

The  account  which  Captain  Pcrcival,  of  the  Royal 
Irish  Regiment,  gives  of  Capetown  society  in  1801, 
agrees  in  most  points  with  that  of  Stavorinus,  except 
that  he  is  all  admiration  for  the  smartness  of  the 
ladies,  and  has  evidently  a  good  opinion  of  their 
character.  But  the  men  seemed  to  him  heavy  and 
almost  morose  in  their  want  of  social  graces.  "  A 
Dutchman's  hat,"  he  remarks,  "  seems  nailed  to  his 
head  even  in  the  company  of  ladies."  The  captain  is 
troubled  more  than  once  about  the  Dutchman's  use 
of  his  hat. 

It  is  evident  that  the  ordinary  Capetown  burghers 
had  neither  much  taste  for  intellectual  pursuits  nor 
for  smart  society.  They  rather  avoided  social  inter- 
course with  the  English,  partly  no  doubt  resenting 
the  rigid  English  manner  of  regarding  nothing  as 
correct  that  was   not  English,  and   congregated  by 

'  J.  P.  Stavorinus,  Voyiifes  to  the  East  Indies  (translation), 
vol.  iii.  p.  436.     See  also  Barrow,  vol.  ii.  pp.  102  and  3S6. 
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themselves  at  the  Concordia  Club  or  elsewhere 
playng  cards  and  smoking  interminable  pipes,  and 
no  doubt  making  quiet,  caustic  criticisms  on  the 
Uritish  method  of  conducting  things 

Between  the  higher  class,  however,  of  Dutch  officais 
and  professional  men  and  the  British  a  social  fusion 
seems  soon  to  have  taken  place,  and  Wilberforce  Bird 
Comptroller  of  Customs  at  the  Cape,  gives  an  amusing 
picture  of  the  daily  loungers  at  the    African   Club 
Mouse  m  the  Heeregragt  about  .820.     There  British 
,     and  Dutch  civil  servants,  military  gentlemen  from  the 
I    barracks,  naval  officers  on  the  station,  invalided  In- 
I   d,an  officials  recruiting  their  health  in  the  bracing 
I    air  of  the   Cape,    Dutch   advocates  and  physician^ 
I   assembled  during   the   morning  to   circulate   gossip 
I   and  take  critical  observation  of  the  passers-by  espe 
cally  ladies  on  their  way  to  the  milliner's  shop  next 
cloor.      This    was    the    aristocratic    society    at    the 
Cape,  and  constituted  an  environment  for  the  British 
Governor  which   might   at  times   have  considerable 
mfluence  on  his  policy. 

For  business  Capetown  depended  largely  on  the 
retail  trade  with  British  and  foreign  ships  calling  at 
the  port  and  the  custom  of  passengers  who  staved  on 
Aore  to  refresh  themselves  after  the  long  v'oya^e 
Everybody  at  the  Cape  called  himself,  a  koopmln  or' 
merchant,  whatever  else  he  might  be,  the  Cape  Duich 
as  Barrow  and  others  remark,  holding  traffic  in  high 

C 


MH 


M; 


1,1 


|8  BRITAIN'S  TITLE  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA  I 

honour.'  Almost  every  family  even  of  the  well-to-do 
took  boarders  ;  great  officials  retailed  the  produce  of 
their  gardens  by  means  of  shves  ;  ladies  of  society 
sent  their  female  slaves  to  peddle  feminine  wares  to  the 
neighbouring  villages  and  country  houses  ;  and  ships 
calling  at  the  Cape  were  besieged  by  boats  plied  by 
slaves  and  filled  with  oranges,  melons,  and  other  fruits 
from  the  gardens  of  all  classes  of  the  inhabitants. 

But  few  except  the  lowest  whites  would  consent  to 
work  at  a  trade,  and  most  handicrafts  were  carried  on 
by  slaves,  who,  besides  doing  the  carpentering,  shoe- 
making,  &c.,  required  by  the  family,  were  generally 
hired  out  by  their  master.  Even  a  family  of  inferior 
condition  usually  possessed  six  or  eight  slaves.  The 
expenses  of  a  Dutch  household  in  Capetown  were 
consequently  small,  and  though  few  of  the  inhabit- 
ants were  very  rich  the  greater  number  were  in  easy 
circumstances. 

But  between  the  civilisation  of  Capetown  and  that 
of  the  Boer  of  the  veldt  there  was  not  only  a  gap, 
there  was  all  the  contrast  which  in  Lydgate's  time 
existed  between  the  Chancery  clerks  in  London,  or 
the  sharp  people  of  the  Cheap,  and  the  yokel  from 
the  hop-fields  of  Kent.  Capetown  was  then  the 
Boer's  only  market,  and  the  place  from  which    the 

'  This  belonged  to  the  traditions  of  the  Dutch  East  India 
Company's  service,  in  which  the  title  of  koopman  was  official 
and  highly  honourable. 
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hws  that  governed  him  were  proiiuilg.itod.  But  he 
refjarded  it  mainly  as  the  seat  of  an  al'  n  aristocracy 
of  officials,  whether  Dutch  or  Knj,dish,  edf/e  llceyen, 
who  opjjrcsscd  and  pillaged  him  with  their  taxes  and 
duties.  Its  ways  and  manners  were  strange  to  him,  and 
the  aristocrat  of  the  veldt— the  haughty  Boer,  as  tra- 
vellers frequently  call  him— accustomed  to  lord  it  over 
a  dependent  train  of  Hottentots  and  slaves  at  home, 
when  he  visited  Capetown  hecame  a  helpless  being  in 
the  hands  of  lawyers  or  designing  agents,  "  Semans," 
as  he  called  them,  who  took  advantage  of  his  igno- 
rance to  plunder  him.  After  disposing  of  his  waggon 
load  of  butter  and  soap,  1,200  to  i,5cxD  pounds,  per- 
haps for  ^30  or  £ifi,  about  half  its  market  value,  he 
inspanned  again,  and  was  no  doubt  glad  to  find  him- 
self once  more  across  the  Berg  or  the  Breede  River 
on  his  way  home  to  the  Roggeveld  or  Camdeboo, 
where  he  perhaps  consoled  himself  by  reading 
Willem  Sluyter's  Fable  of  the  Town  and  Country 
Mouse,  or  a  favourite  stanza  or  two  from  the  Buiten 
Lcven  in  praise  of  rural  solitude  and  tranquillity. 

De  wijie  Vaders  leefden  immer 

Meest  buyten,  niet  in't  Stadsch  getimmer. 
In  hutten  op  hete  ensaem  veld 
Was  slechts  haer  wooning  neer-gestelt. 

Soo  wierd  van  haer  op't  best,  in  tenten, 

De  Stad,  op  vaste  fondamenten 
Selfs  door  Gods  meester-konst  gebouwt, 
Verwacht  en  door  't  geloov'  aenschouwt. 
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C.oil  sclfs  omvlccscht  K^cnd'  hier  bcncdcn, 
Hicld  noyt  soo  vecl  van  maihl'gc  Steden. 

Ginn  Nazareth  en  liellilchem 

Gods  Zoon  nict  voor  Jerusalem  ? 
Moest  nict  deglans  van  sijne  werken 
In  klcync  Stcdekcns  uytsperkcn  ? 

Moest  nict  dOlijfberg  of  Wocstijn 

Sijn  kcurigste  vertrek-placts  zijn  ? 

The  patriarchs  old  preferred  to  dwell 

In  fields,  not  in  the  city's  cell ; 

And  pitched  their  tents  where  best  they  felt, 

Afar  upon  the  lonely  veldt. 

Their  wanderings  here  should  end  at  last 

In  Zion,  whose  foundations  fast 

Were  laid  by  God's  own  master-hand, 

Their  hope,  their  prize,  their  promised  land. 

God's  self,  when  in  the  flesh  He  came, 

Sought  not  great  towns,  but  loved  the  name 

Of  Nazareth  and  Dethlehem 

Before  that  of  Jerusalem ; 

And  little  hamlets  had  the  glory 

Of  all  His  wondrous  works  and  story; 

Dearest  to  Him  the  solitudes 

Of  desert  plains  or  Olive's  woods. 

These  two  stanzas  may  give  the  reader  some  idea 
of  Willem  Sluyter,  the  Boers'  classic  ;  for,  like  other 
great  sages,  he  is  nearly  always  saying  the  same 
thing.  The  poetry  of  Sluyter  is  as  good  a  help  for 
understanding  the  life  of  the  veldt  Boer-what  is 
spiritual  or  religious  in  it,  I  mean— as  anything  I 
have   come   across.      His    simple    faith    and   quaint 
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pastoral  ideas  of  life  arc  expressed  there  in  a  way 
which  he  can  feci  and  understand.  To  this  day  the 
simple  old  pastor  of  Eibertjen,  in  Gelderland,  obsolete 
in  his  own  country,  is  for  the  Hoer  a  Shakespeare  and 
a  Cowper  combined.'  But  perhaps  with  the  younger 
generation  Mr.  Reitz's  collection  of  patriotic  anti- 
British  ballads  has  displaced  him. 

'  My  edition  of  Sluyter  was  picked  up  in  a  firnihouse  ne.ir 
I'oplar  Grove  (old  Or.injje  Free  State)  by  Frederic  Hamilton, 
war-correspondent  with  the  Can.%dian  contingent.  It  is  in 
black-letter,  and  must  date  back  to  the  early  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  "All  that  was  not  the  llible  seemed  to 
be  Sluyter,"  Hamilton  remarked  to  me. 
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The  Dutch  East  India  Company— In  Orowth  and  Decline— Its 
Rule  at  the  Cai)c  of  Good  Hope. 

TllK  fortunes  of  Cape  Colony  were  so  intimately 
bound  up  with  those  of  the  Dutch  p:ast  India  Com- 
pany and  with  the  growth  and  decline  of  Holland  as 
a  Great  I'ower,  that  a  brief  account  of  these  things 
may  be  useful  for  the  reader. 

The  Dutch  East  India  Company  had  at  one  time 
been  the  greatest  of  the  great  chartered  Companies 
which  the  chief  maritime  powers  of  Euroiie  esta- 
blished in  the  East  during  the  seventeenth  century. 
Holland,  Denmark,  England,  and  France  were  all 
eager  to  seize  a  share  of  that  lucrative  Easter.,  trade 
which  had  been  the  possession  of  the  Portuguese 
since  the  ^lays  of  Albuquerque  ;  and  the  chartered 
Company,  with  full  powers  of  levying  troops  and 
making  war  or  peace,  was  the  special  form  which 
expansion  took  in  that  age.  Then,  as  now,  the  real 
force  behind  commercial  expansion,  and  indispens- 
able for  its  support,  was  the  military  power  ;   and  the 
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Dutch,  whiisu  ships  were  the  most  numerous  and 
best  cquip|x;(l  »n<l  whose  sailors  were  the  most  sl<ilful 
of  that  time,  soon  won  a  commaiulinn  position  in  the 
East,  cs|)ccially  in  the  Indian  Archipelago,  where  the 
natives,  disix:rse<l  in  small  communities  amonyst  the 
different  islands,  were  less  able  to  make  any  resist- 
ance. Their  most  serious  conflicts  were  with  the 
Spaniards  and  Portuguese,  the  latter  of  whom  they 
drove  out  of  Ceylon,  Malacca,  the  Moluccas,  and  the 
best  of  their  Eastern  settlements,  thus  securing  ex- 
clusive possession  of  the  coveted  spice  trade.  Their 
ships  patrolled  the  Straits  of  Sunda  and  Malacca  in 
the  trading  season,  and  their  factories  and  forts  were 
planted  in  the  most  advantageous  positions  along  the 
coasts  and  islands  of  the  East  from  the  Persian  Gulf 
to  the  Yellow  Sea. 

It  need  hardly  be  said  that  then.  «as  nothing 
scrupulous  in  their  methods  in  those  days  when, 
according  to  common  saying,  "  no  ix;acc  held  good 
beyond  the  line."  They  tortured  and  massacred  the 
small  English  settlement  in  Amboyna  on  mere  sus- 
picion, pretended  suspicion,  Crawfurd  says,'  of  a  plot 
against  themselves,  in  1623  ;  and  Governors  like 
Vlaming  and  Valckenier  conducted  their  executions 
in   wholesale   fashion,   the  latter  massacring    10,000 
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'  Crawfurd,  History  of  the  Inilinn  Ar,liipflai;o.  The  .luthor 
was  British  Resident  at  the  Court  of  llic  Sultan  of  Java  about 
1812. 
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Chinese  at  once  in  Hatavia.  It  was  an  age  which  did 
not  sr  --e  life,  and  the  scattered  Empire  of  the 
Dutch  resting  on  a  number  of  isolated  military  posts 
with  garrisons  varying  in  number  from  30  to 
200  European  soldiers,  could  only  be  secured  by 
fostering  strife  and  jealousy  between  the  native 
princes  (Stavorinus  himself  accepts  it  as  a  cardinal 
principle  of  their  rule),  and  by  the  severest  measures 
of  repression. 

It  was  not  a  genuine  territorial  empire,  but  a  series 
of  stations  or  small  settlements  on  the  coast.  Each 
ofthe.se  had  its  separate  establishment,  its  fort  and 
garrison,  its  residency  and  warehouse,  and,  if  large 
enough,  its  European  village,  with  surrounding  Malay, 
Buginese  or  Chinese  encampments,  its  regular  staff  of 
Governor,  Second  Governor,  Commandant,  all  "  Senior 
Merchants,"  Master  of  Port,  Paymaster  Fiscal,  &c., 
"  Merchants  "  or"  Junior  Merchants  "  and,  if  there  was 
a  considerable  Dutch  population,  also  such  officials 
as  a  Pastor,  a  Krankbczoekcr,  or  Visitor  of  the  Sick, 
and  perhaps  an  itinerant  schoolmaster,  all  in  the  pay 
of  the  Company. 

The  service  of  the  Company  offered  a  tempting 
career  in  some  respects  to  an  adventurous  young 
Dutchman  who  had  influence  with  the  Chambers  at 
home ;  but  in  these  early  days  it  was  a  rough  and 
dangerous  one.  What  between  fighting  the  Spaniards 
and  Portuguese,  and  never-ceasing  conflicts    >ith  the 
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natives,  and  <  (rjyluf'ji  -?vages  of  scurvy  and 
dysentery,  in  th  ■  ri.'twart!  b  ,und  ships  particularly, 
it  cost  the  Dutch  ■I'-.iy  'nes  to  establish  that  famous 
empire  in  the  East  Indies.  It  was  no  uncommon 
thing  for  a  ship  with  a  crew  of  2co  to  arrive  in  the 
Texel  or  at  the  Cape  with  hardly  enough  hands  to 
take  in  sail,'  thirty  or  forty  of  them  having  died  on  the 
passage,  and  most  of  the  rest  being  down  with  scurvy. 
Of  the  seamen  and  soldiers  that  sailed  every  year  for 
the  Indies,  Stavorinus  calculates  that  about  a  sixth 
died  on  the  way.  But  it  was  no  bad  service  for  any 
roaring  blade  or  reckless  adventurer  to  tr>-  his  for- 
tunes in,  and  its  rank  and  file  were  recruited  from  the 
various  nations  of  Europe,  refugees  and  deserters 
from  Prussia,  Hanover,  and  Sweden,  and  men  kid- 
napped in  the  low  ports. 

The  great  Recueil  lies  Voyages  (Amsterdam,  1754) 
cent  tins  th"  story  of  their  early  navigations  and  war- 
fare in  the  East,  takings  of  settlements,  brushes  with 
I'ortuguese  on  the  high  seas,  conflicts  with  natives, 
mutinies,  &c.,  written  by  men  who  took  part  in 
them.  The  Dutch  are  a  stout,  fighting,  persistent 
race,  and  in  the  course  of  half  a  century  had  cleared 
the  Portuguese  pretty  well  out  of  the  Archipelago. 
A  fair  sample  in  a  small  way  of  their  doings  is  the 
taking  of  Solor  Island,  in  the  Timor  group,  by  Cap- 
tain Apollonius  Schot,  of  Middleburg,  in  1613.  A 
*  Stavorinus,  vol.  ii.  p.  93. 
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couple  of  Dutch  ships  .sail  into  the  bay,  dismount  the 
poorly-served    J^ortugucse   battery   at   the   entrance, 
draw  up  before  the   fort   and   small   native  village 
plant  a  battery  also  on  the  land,  and   blaze  away 
After  the  village  has  been  burned  and  a  tower  or  two 
of  the  fort  battered  down,  there  is  a  capitulation,  and 
the   Portuguese  garrison,  some  thirty  or  forty  men 
are  transported  to  the  nearest  Portuguese  settleme.-t 
and  the  Dutch  enter  into   their  labours,  occupying 
their  fort  and    taking  up  their  commerce  with  the 
natives,  that  is,  calling  upon  the  latter  to  supply  them 
exclusively  with  their  commodities,  in  this  case  bees- 
wax, ambergris,  and   sandal-wood,  at  a  fixed  price 
But  the  ending  was  not  always  so  merciful,  and  on 
both  sides  many  men  languished  and  died  in  prison. 
It  was  to  obtain  a  convenient  half-way  house  and 
victualling  station  for  this  extensive  commerce  with 
the  East  that,  in  ,652,  an  expedition  under  Jan  Van 
Riebeek  took  possession  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
and  thus  laid,  without  much  suspecting  it,  the  foun- 
dations of  their  greatest  colony.   But  the  Cape  which 
had  no  rich  trade  in  silks  or  spices  to  give  them,  was 
a  station  only  of  second  or  third-rate  importance  in 
the  Company's  service,  and  administered  on  the  same 
system  as  the  settlements  at  Macassar  or  Samarang 

The  most  flourishing  period  of  the  Company  was 
the  middle  part  of  the  seventeenth  century  In  the 
Directors'  Report  of  the  year   ,664,  the  Company  is 
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said  to  possess  about  140  vessels,  u-ell  provisioned 
and  mounted  with  guns,  and  to  employ  about 
25,000  men.  Its  yearly  expenditure  in  fitting  out  its 
expeditions  to  the  Indies  ("a-  ^ue  I'm,  envoie  aux 
Imiescn  argent  ccmptant,  manhandises,  vivns  et  autres 
choses  nccessaires")  was  from  two  and  a  half  to  three 
m.lhons,  and  the  merchandise  it  brought  yearly  from 
the  Indies  yielded  "nine,  ten  or  eleven  millions  of 
livres,!  about  a  million  sterling." 

The  seventeenth  century  was  the  great  period  of 
Dutch  commerce   and   expansion   generally.      More 
than  half  the  carrying  trade  of  Europe  was  in  their 
hands,  particularly  that  of  the  Baltic.     The  herring 
fisheries  in  the  northern  seas  alone  employed  over  a 
hundred  thousand  Dutch  seamen.     Even  the  profits 
of  the  East  Indian  trade,  great  as  they  were  for  the 
first  sixty   or  seventy   years    of   its   establishment 
accounted  for  but  a  part  of  the  wealth  which  flowed 
.nto  the  United  Provinces,  and  of  the  merchandise 
which  filled  the  immense  warehouses  of  Amsterdam 
then  the  special  emporium  for  the  East.     But  it  was 
their  dominion  in  the  Indies  which  trained  their  best 
sailors  and  employed  their  best  ships,  the  great  East 
Indiamen  of  eight  hundred  or  a  thousand  tons  burden 
and  carrying  from  forty  to  fifty  guns.     As  long  as 
these  latter  continued  to  be  factors  of  importance  in 
naval  warfare.  Holland  was  a  Sea  Power  of  the  first 
'  Directors'  Report  in  Recucil,  vol.  i.  p.  txxv. 


n\ 


■  n 

.1 


I  ;{i 


4' 


m 


il 


^. 


28  BRITAIN'S  TITLE  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA  II 

rank.  It  was  their  Indian  empire  also  that  called 
forth  their  highest  energies  as  colonists  and  navi- 
gators, and  gave  a  kind  of  imperial  grandeur  to  their 
history.  Literature  and  art  too  blossomed  on  this 
opulent  soil,  and  the  commercial  enterprise  and 
energy  of  that  age  had  no  doubt  something  in 
common  with  the  spirit  which  inspired  the  labours 
of  Grotius  and  the  art  of  Rembrandt.  Most  of  the 
classic  names  of  Dutch  art  and  learning  belong  to  ■ 
the  same  era. 

The  foundations  of  this  prosperity  had  been  laid 
in  habits  of  frugality  and  patient  industry  which  were 
the  scoff  of  an  age  whose  study  was  but  little  on 
economics.  It  was  no  courtier  of  Versailles  or  White- 
hall, but  a  sturdy  English  republican  and  poet,  who 
wrote  the  famous  satire  on  their  thrifty  ways  and 
the  laborious  diligence  of  their  poldering  operations. 

To  make  a  bank  was  a  great  plot  of  state  ; 
Invent  a  shovel,  and  be  a  magistrate. 

But  the  rulers  of  the  East  Indies  could  afford  to 
disregard  the  jest  of  Marvel.  The  domestic  sim- 
plicity of  their  manners  was  proverbial,  and  happily 
illu.stratc  1  in  the  life  of  their  greatest  naval  hero, 
De  Ruijter,  who  was  found  by  the  Spanish  admiral 
and  grandee  who  visited  him  in  a  plain  house  in  the 
outskirts  of  Amsterdam,  reading  his  Bible,  while  his 
wife  sat   at  her  knitting.     It   was  always  the  same 


BRITAIN'S  TITLE  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA 


story — Haiic  olim  veteres  vitam  coluere  Sabini — till 
the  New  Americanism  arose  to  overpower  with  its 
superb  material  magnificence  those  primitive  concep- 
tions of  greatness.  In  the  presence  of  that  great 
democracy  with  its  VValdorfian  luxuries,  the  jroverbs 
of  Solomon  are  growing  obsolete  as  they  never  did 
in  the  high  days  of  King  and  Kaiser,  for  the  people 
had  no  share  in  them  then  ;  almost  as  obsolete  as 
Dante's  tirades  against  the  fine  dress  of  the  Florentine 
ladies.  "  There  is  nothing  too  good  for  my  little 
woman,''  says  a  solid,  quiet,  powerful  man,  whom  a 
Montana  mine  has  suddenly  made  rich,  and  presents 
his  wife  with  40,000/.  worth  of  diamonds  at  Tiffany's. 
And  the  little  woman,  who  washed  her  own  steps  a 
year  ago,  knows  how  to  wear  them.  Radical  oratory. 
I  observe,  has  lost  its  voice  over  it,  and  I  hear 
nothing  at  all  in  these  days  about  a  "  bloated  aris- 
tocracy." 

We  are  not  idle  on  the  other  side,  however.  I  see 
that  the  President  of  one  of  the  great  universities  in 
the  States,  with  the  practical  turn  of  his  countrymen, 
is  at  present  healthily  engaged  in  proving  by  actual 
experiment,  to  be  published  in  the  Magazines,  that 
he  can  live,  he  and  his  family,  on  thirteen  cents  a  day, 
or  it  may  be  fifteen,  which  is  little  more  than  the 
price  of  a  working  man's  cigar  in  Chicago  or  New 
York.  Such  a  rebuke  to  luxury  I  have  not  read  of 
since  George  Fox's  leather  suit,  or  Diogenes  in  his 
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tub  ;  the  former,  b)-  the  wny,  would  be  a  great  help 
to  the  President,  if  he  means  to  hold  out  for  more 
than  a  )'ear. 

The  decline  of  the  Dutch  Kast  India  Company, 
alonjj  with  that  of  Dutch  commerce  generally,  com- 
menced early  in  the  eighteenth  century.  Hut  long 
before  that  the  rivalry  of  the  English  had  begun  to 
be  felt.  In  165 1  the  English  Navigation  Act,  de- 
priving the  Dutch  of  the  right  to  carry  freight 
between  England  and  her  Colonics  or  between  Eng- 
land and  other  European  countries,  was  a  heavy 
blow  to  the  great  carrying  trade  of  Holland.  The 
Dutch  felt  that  they  mu.st  fight  for  their  commerce, 
and  the  Navigation  Act  was  the  substantial  cause 
of  a  series  cf  naval  wars  between  the  two  Powers 
in  which,  after  great  v-ictories  on  each  side  and  some 
indcrisive  fights,  the  balance  of  power  ultimately 
remained  with  the  British.  For  notwithstanding  the 
skill  of  the  two  greatest  of  Dutch  admirals,  the  elder 
Tromp  and  De  Ruijter,  and  the  memorable  success 
of  the  latter's  sudden  swoop  into  the  Thames  at  a 
time  when  most  of  the  English  ships  were  out  of 
commission,  the  Dutch  navy  during  these  wars  was 
hard  put  to  it  to  protect  Dutch  shipping,  and  more 
than  once  completely  lost  the  command  of  the  seas 
and  its  own  coasts.  The  end  of  it  all  was  the  formal 
concession  by  Holland  at  the  Peace  of  Westminster, 
and  again  at  that  of  Utrecht  (17 1 3),    of  the   much 
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contested  "  right  of  the  flag  "  and  England's  supre- 
macy on  the  seas.  That  meant,  as  Capt.  Mahan  has 
pointed  out,  the  transference  to  Kritish  ships  of  most 
of  the  great  carrj'ing  trade  the  Dutch  possessed,  the 
merchants  of  all  countries  naturally  preferring  a 
shipping  the  security  of  \vhich  was  guaranteed  by 
the  power  of  its  navy.  Even  the  Dutch  capitalists 
themselves  became  timid  ;  and  though  for  long  after 
they  continued  to  be  the  monc) -lenders  of  Europe, 
did  not  care  to  risk  investments  in  distant  colonies, 
and  an  expansion  of  trade  which  their  naval  power 
might  not  be  able  to  protect.  The  leadership  in 
commercial  and  colonial  enterprise  thus  passed  with 
the  supremacy  of  the  seas  into  the  hands  of  the 
British. 

The  fight  had  been  a  gallant  one  on  both  sides. 
When  it  began,  and  it  had  been  sought  rather  than 
avoided  by  the  Dutch,  there  had  seemed  to  be  no 
great  c'jparity  between  the  two  Powers.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  seventeentn  century,  the  population 
of  Holland,  according  to  Motley,  was  about  the  same 
as  that  of  England,  three  and  a  half  millions,  and 
in  wealth  and  the  mere  number  of  ships  that  could 
be  used  for  purposes  of  war,  the  advantage  lay  with 
the  Dutch. 

But  while  the  growth  of  England  was  only  begin- 
ning, that  of  Holland  was  already  at  the  height. 
With  a  small  acreage,  about  a  tenth  of  that  of  the 
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United  Kingdom,  with  no  natural  riches  or  great 
manufactures,  Holland  could  not  keep  her  place 
amongst  the  Great  I'owers.  By  the  close  of  the 
eighteenth  century  England  had  trebled  her  popula- 
tion, exclusive  of  that  of  Scotland  and  Ireland,  while 
that  of  Holland,  exhausted  by  wars  too  great  for 
her  resources,  had  declined.  There  had  never, 
indeed,  been  any  surplus  population  sufficient  to 
develop  or  make  a  natural  garrison  for  her  great 
acquisitions  over  the  ocean.  At  the  Cape  all  the 
efforts  of  the  Dutch  Elast  India  Company  could  not 
procure,  even  at  the  time  of  the  Huguenot  influx 
into  Holland,  any  great  immigration  from  the  mother 
country,  and  the  population  of  that  important  colony 
was  slowly  recruited  from  discharged  soldiers  of  the 
garrison,  often  of  German  or  Swedish  extraction,  or 
roving  adventurers  who  had  no  particular  ties  of 
sentiment  or  family  with  the  country  which  governed 
them. 

But  the  .seeds  of  decline  lay  also  in  the  character 
of  the  Co.  'pany  itself.  It  had  been  founded,  and  it 
continued  to  be  conducted,  for  purely  commercial 
ends.  What  the  Dutch,  with  characteristic  prudence, 
sought  abroad  was  not  territorial  dominion,  but  posts 
of  vantage  and  e.xclusive  privileges  for  their  com- 
merce. They  seized  territory  and  built  forts,  but 
only  for  the  purpose  of  securing  control  of  the 
products  of  the  district,  which  they  forced  the  natives 
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to  sell  at  a  small  price  exclusively  to  the  Company. 
The  result  was  detrimental  to  'he  character  of  the 
Company's  age  Us  and  officials.  They  did  not 
conquer,  administer,  and  civili.sc.  They  hardly  felt, 
therefore,  the  responsibilities  of  Government,  while 
they  were  e.-cposed  to  all  the  temptations  of  absolute 
rulers  in  remote  and  isolated  dependencies. 

A  constant  source  of  corruption  also  existed  in  the 
method  adopted  by  the  Company  for  the  payment  of 
their  officials.  The  salaries  of  these  had  been  fi.ved 
on  the  frugal  .scale  of  the  e^irly  days  of  the  Republic, 
when  a  burgher-like  simplicity  of  life,  such  as  is 
recorded  of  Dc  Ruijtcr,  was  not  uncommon  amongst 
them.  In  the  time  of  Stavorinus  even  (1774),  the 
vice-governor  at  Macassar,  an  important  .settlement, 
with  a  civil  and  military  establishment  of  800  men, 
could  not  make  on  an  average  more  than  500  ri.v- 
dollars  a  year,  about  ;^ioo  sterling,  from  his  lawful 
emoluments,  but  he  might  easily  make  four  or  five 
times  that  sum  in  a  corrupt  manner.  As  he  happened 
to  be  a  very  honest  man  (Hernard  van  Pleuren),  it 
«as  rather  hard  on  him.'  The  Governor-General  of 
the  Dutch  Indies  himself  at  Batavia,  the  head- 
quarters, received  little  more  than  a  thousand  pounds 
a  year  b>-  ay  of  fixed  salary,  but  he  usually  made 
£20,000  in  the  exercise  of  his  privileges.-  The 
temptations  of  such  a  situation    for  men  who  had 

'  Stavorinus,  vol.  ii.  p.  274.  '  Mem,  vol.  ii.  p.  131. 
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grown   accustomed    to   the    luxurious   habits  of  the 
East   were   ver)'  great,  and    the   Company's   agents 
almost  everywhere  abused  the   privileges   they  pos- 
sessed  of    supplementing   their   salaries   by   private 
trade   and    the    collection    of    duties.     A    universal 
corruption,  which  deprived  the  Company  of  much  of 
its  revenue,  prevailed  throughout    the  Dutch  .settle- 
ments.     Kven  men  like  the  brave  and  hardy  Spcel- 
man,  tlie  conqueror  of  the  Celebes,  sank  in  the  end 
undei    'he  influence  of    the   climate  and   the  habits 
arounJ   ;hem  '      For  there  was  all  the   ki.xuiy  and 
indulgence  of   Oriental   life   in    these    Dutch   .settle- 
ment.s,  and  many  also  of  its  forms  and   us.igcs,  the 
servile  obedience  of  the  surrounding  population,  of 
Javanese  tomiimgoii^s  or  nAinc  middlemen,  of  Chinese 
captains,  and  of  a  crowd  of  dependents  and  slaves, 
the  dancing  girl  and  the  black  seraglio,  or  something 
very  like  it.^     The  Residency  at  Samarang  or  that 
at   .'oana,   with   its   dome,   its   gilded    cornices   and 
curious  carvings,  was  a  much  more  magnificent  place 
than   the  corresponding  edifice  at   the  Cape.      The 
junior  merchant  went  abroad  with  a  slave  holding  a 
sunshade  over  his  head,  and  the  Dutch  lady,  mostly 
with  a  strain  of  native  blood  in  her,  was  as  fond  of 
her  betel-box  as  any  Buginesc  woman. 

This  Eastern  luxury  was  not  without  its  effect  on 

»  Cr.iwfurd,  History  of  the     -iian  Archipelago,  vol.  ii.  p.  291 . 
-  Stavorinus,  \oI.  ii.  p.  156. 
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the  ancient  simplicity  of  the  moth-r-country.     Many 
a  retiring  official,  no  doubt,  brought  home  with  him 
the  laxities  of  Vlaardingen  or  Samarang  to  infect  the 
soberer  life  of  Dutch  cities,  and  startle  even  people 
who  ucre   not  quite  as  precise  as  the  Calvinists  of 
Groningen.      Hut  ^'encrally  speaking  the   luxury  of 
the   Dutch    at   home   seems   to  have  taken    charac- 
teristically   moderate    and     respectable    forms;    no 
Neronian   or   Trimalchian   extrav.igances,    but   only 
an   excessive    love   of  ease   and    comfort,  a   furious 
rivalry  in  rare  plants  and  costly  gardens,  and  a  love 
for  genre  pictures  of  a  not  too  elevated  school  ;  in 
short,  a  general   relaxing  and  a  settling  down   into 
comfortable  enjoyment  of  life  as  it  was— such  life  as 
we  see,  for  example,   in   the  quiet  opulence  of  the 
interiors  of  Gerard  Douw  and  De  Hoogh.     The  art 
of  these  masters   reflects  perhaps  better  than  any- 
thing   else    the    seductions    to    which    the    Dutch 
temperament  lay  most  open. 

To  other  nations,  indeed,  Dutch  art  seems  a  greater 
interpreter  of  the  national  history  than  Dutch  letters 
probably  because  it  is  better  known.  One  need  only 
look  at  the  portraits  of  the  two  Admiral  Tromps, 
father  and  son,  to  see  the  change  that  half  a  century 
of  wealth  and  conquest  had  made  in  the  manners  of 
the  Dutch.  Old  Marten,  the  son  of  a  sea-captain, 
with  his  broad  weacher- beaten  visage,  roughly  lined 
and   seamed,   and   apparently   a    little    carbuncular, 
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looks  like  a  inaii  who  has  known  tlic  harilships  of  a 
seaman's  life  in  those  days,  the  fluxes  and  scurvies, 
the  filth  and  the  hardy  profanity  of  the  forecastle. 
But  there  is  soincthiiiii  i;reat  in  the  massive  head  and 
111  the  strenuous  countenance,  on  which  j,'reat  sagacity 
and  resolution  are  plainly  written.  K<iuallybold  and 
circumspect  as  the  occasion  required.  Marten  was  the 
crafty  C)d,\sseus  of  the  Narrow  Seas,  and  could  briiit; 
300  sail  of  Dutch  merchantmen  safely  through  the 
English  Channel,  though  Hlake  and  Tenii  were  wait- 
ing for  him  in  the  Downs. 

Hut  Jaevens's  portrait  is  admirable  also  for  what  it 
tells  us  of  the  manners  of  the  man  as  show  n  by  his 
dress.  There  was  no  regular  iniform  in  the  navies 
of  those  days,  and  .Marten  Troinp  might  have  had 
him.self  painted  in  lace  and  shining  armmir  like  most 
of  the  Admirals  and  Generals-at-Sea  of  that  period  ; 
but  he  chose  to  appear  in  whrit  was  evidently  his 
daily  wear,  a  plain,  serviceable-looking  doublet,  not 
too  elegantly  cut  or  adjusted,  and  with  nothing  more 
ornamental  in  its  make  than  a  cuff,  which  I  think 
was  then  oUl-fashioned.  There  is  no  lace  cravat, 
only  a  plain  square-cut  linen  collar,  on  which  the 
1  .n"  hair,  now  growing  thin  and  ungracefully  relaxed 
with  age,  falls  in  careless  unkempt  ends.  A  small 
medallion  hangs  on  his  breast  ;  but  except  for  that 
there  is  no  decoration,  neither  chain,  lace,  embroidery, 
nor  lappel  about  the  person  of  this  old   sea-dog  of 
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Holland.  It  is  very  difforcMt  from  ,1  Kcj'nolds' 
portrait  of  an  I'.nKlish  admiral,  a  |rj(.-r  in  lace  and 
ruffles,  with  a  fleet  in  ,iction  on  the  distant  bacl<- 
Croinid.  |':ach  .irtist  «,is  true  enough,  no  doubt,  i,, 
the  character  „{  his  subject  ;  yet  there  was  probably 
more  in  cmninon  betueen  Marten  Trom|)  and  our 
luik'lish  Hoscawen.  .md  Kaukes  than  the  .le^.-mt  art 
of  Reynolds  and  his  school  (|uite  l.rin,i;s  out. 

Cornells,  the  >-ounner  Tromp,  is  a  fitter  subject  for 
Sir  Joshua  th.m  his  father.     There  is  no  doubt  abtjut 
him  ;  lie  is  as  much  ,1  maRiiifico  as  Lord  Sandu  ich 
or    Prince    Rupert  himself.     Plump  and  sleek,  with 
ele[,'antly   curled    locks    in    his    earlier    i„,r'rait   as 
Lieutenant  Admiral   of  the  Maze,   in  his  age  he  is 
still   more   resplendent,  a   perfect  dandy   of  the   Re- 
storation period,  with   a  yorgcous  hat   an.l    fc.iiher, 
superb   cravat    and  immen.se  peruke   descending   in 
.•  >  ■  u  i-  over  his  steel  corselet.     He  uas  a  gallant 
.^..i.i.ii,  too,  though  rasher  and  less  capable  than  his 
father.     His  face  has  a  bull-dog  kind  of  courage  in 
it,  but  is  fleshy  and  puffed,  and  altogether  wanting  in 
the  strcnuousne.ss  of  old  Marten's. 

Such  changes,  of  course,  are  part  of  the  general 
history  of  civilisation.  .\o  nation  can  retain  with 
increasing  wealth  the  ancient  snnplicity  of  its  manners, 
and  the  real  question  is  what  capacities  of  political 
evolution  lie  in  it,  what  new  stratum  of  the  national 
life  it  can  bring  forward  to  replace  or  recruit  the  class 
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whose  energies  have  begun  to  flag  from  success  and 
satiety.  But  apparently  there  was  no  reserve  ol 
strength  in  so  small  a  nation  as  Holland  to  produce 
a  second  growth.  The  ruling  mercantile  class  also 
had  grown  apprehensive,  timorous  about  their  com- 
mercial interests,  and  began  to  be  fatally  influenced 
by  the  idea  of  restricting  and  contracting  their  trade 
and  settlements  to  some  fancied  point  of  security 
and  easy  management,  instead  of  seeking  a  larger 
unity  and  a  bolder  development  of  their  empire.  In 
the  case  of  the  East  India  Company,  which  included, 
one  way  or  another,  nearly  all  the  influential  mer- 
chants of  Holland,  this  policy  had  a  damaging  effect 
on  many  of  their  settlements.  They  conquered  islands 
like  Celebes,  only  to  find  that  they  lost  most  of  their 
commercial  value  in  their  hands,'  and  the  great  colony 
at  the  Cape  suffered  particularly  from  this  policy  of 
restricting  development.  In  the  Moluccas  and  the 
Banda  islands  they  destroyed  every  year  great  quan- 
tities of  clove  and  nutmeg  trees  to  secure  a  mono- 
poly for  what  they  could  bring  in  their  own  ships. 
Their  ideal  was  to  have  a  strictly  limited  trade, 
with  high  dividends  to  the  Company.  But  the  re- 
sult was  that  the  consumption  of  these  spices  in 
Europe,  which  in  any  case  perhaps  was  on  the 
wane,  decreased  greatly  as  the  price  rose,  pepper 
and  ginger  taking  their  place  in  a  great  measure ; 
.See  Crawfurd,  vol.  ii.  p.  443. 
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and  every  now  and  then  the  Company  had  to  burn 
immense  surplus  quantities  of  spice  at  Amboyna 
and  Middleburg. 

Owing  to  this  policy  the  famous  Eastern  trade  was 
carried  on,  as  far  as  oceanic  commerce  was  concerned, 
by  a  comparatively  small  number  of  ships,  about  four- 
teen every  year  during  the  seventeenth  century,  and 
from  twenty  to  thirty  during  the  eighteenth.  As  there 
was  no  encouragement  of  private  enterprise,  most  of 
the  commerce  of  the  East,  especially  the  tea  trade  from 
China,  fell  into  the  hands  of  British  and  American 
private  traders,  and  even  the  intercourse  between 
Holland  and  her  own  Colonies,  in  spite  of  the  heavy 
duties  on  foreign  shipping,  was  largely  carried  on  by 
the  ships  of  those  two  nations.'  From  these  causes 
the  Dutch  trade  and  capital  employed  in  the  East 
remained  on  too  small  a  basis  to  meet  the  increasing 
expense  of  armaments  and  the  losses  in  time  of  war. 
In  the  eighteenth  century  most  of  the  settlements 
were  appearing  in  the  Company's  books  with  balances 
on  the  wrong  side.  In  1779  the  excess  of  expend- 
iture over  receipts  in  all  of  them  taken  together 
amounted  to  nearly  iJ  150,000  sterling. 

But  the  sales  of  Eastern  merchandise  at  home  still 

yielded  a  large  profit,  and  the  value  to  the  nation  of 

a  field  which  gave  employment  to  20,000  common 

men,  and  a  high  career  as  administrators,  navigators, 

^  Crawfurd,  Indian  Archipelago-,  vol.  ill.  p.  289. 
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and    merchants  to  some  thousands  more,  is  not,  of 
course,  computed  in  the  Company's  books.     Those, 
however,  who  were  best  acquainted  with  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Company's  affairs,  Governor  van   Imhoff 
in  1743,  and  the  great  authority,  Governor  Mossel  in 
1753,  had  begun  to  sound  a  note  of  warning,  though 
the  latter  struggles  to  make  the  figures  look  as  well 
as  possible:  and  honest  Stavorinus,  in    1777,   wrote 
openly  that  the  Company  was  likely  to  have  a  "  disas- 
trous termination  at  no  very  distant  period  if  more 
effectual  measures  of  redress   are  not  resorted  to." 
Stavorinus,  indeed,  has   already   begun  to  moralise 
on  the  "inscrutable  designs   of  Providence,"  which 
enlargeth   a   nation  and   straiteneth    it   again.     His 
gloomy   prognostics   are   founded    mainly    on    three 
points,  the  inability  of  Holland  to  supply  the  sea- 
men and  soldiers  required  to  maintain  these  distant 
settlements,  the  prevalence  of  corruption  amongst  the 
Company's  officials,  and  the  expense  of  their  wars 
in  the  acquisition  of  territory.' 

Wars,  no  doubt,  especially  European  wars,  were 
amongst  the  immediate  causes  of  the  Company's 
ruin.  Its  basis  was  not  large  enough  to  support  the 
losses  inflicted  on  its  Colonies  and  commerce  in  1781, 
when  the  Dutch,  in  the  hope  of  overwhelming  a 
dangerous  rival,  joined  France,  Spain,  and  the  United 
States  in  then  nar  with  Britain.  In  these  years  the 
'   Vol.  iii.,  chapters  vi.  ;ind  vii. 
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Company  was  sinking  ever  deeper  into  debt,  all  the 
more  hopelessly  that  its  difficulties  uore  not  fully 
made  public,  most  of  the  leading  merchants  of  the 
nation  having  an  interest  in  the  monopolies,  and  even 
the  national  pride  of  the  Dutch  being  concerned  to 
cover  up  the  decaying  condition  of  this  relic  of  their 
former  grandeur. 

It  was  unfortunate  for  the  great  colony  at  the 
Cape  that  it  belonged  to  the  Company,  and  «as  tied 
to  the  system  of  administration  and  the  policy 
established  in  the  Dutch  Indies. 

In  the  Company's  service  it  counted  only  as  a 
station  of  second  or  third-rate  standing.  There  were, 
as  Crawfurd  observes,  few  men  of  much  note  amongst 
the  administrators  of  the  Dutch  Indies  (one  result  of 
the  purely  mercantile  aims  of  the  Company),  and 
these  naturally  aspired,  not  to  an  appointment  at  the 
Cape,  but  to  one  at  Ceylon  or  Amboyna,  which  was 
in  the  high  road  of  things,  and  led  direct  to  a  seat 
in  the  Council  at  Batavia  and  the  chance  of  the 
governor-generalship.  The  Cape  was  only  their 
"frontier  fortress"  and  victualling  station,  and  when 
the  great  conflict  began,  the  best  regiments,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  were  withdrawn  from  it  to  guard 
Batavia. 

Yet  the  Cape  had  some  good  governors,  like  Simon 
van  der  Stel  and  Ryk  Tulbagh,  men  who  identified 
themselves  with  the  colony  and  its  interests  rather 
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than  with  the  Company,  though  even  Governor 
Simon  in  his  later  years  seems  to  have  succumbed 
to  the  relaxing  atmosphere  of  the  colonial  service,  as 
his  i.  n  Wilhelm  Adriaan,  who  ruled  after  him,  did 
in  a  still  greater  degi-^.  In  general,  the  colony  at 
the  Cape,  under  the  aristocratic  rule  of  these  days, 
was  a  helpless  participator  in  all  the  evils  of  the 
system.  Both  the  States-General  and  the  Directors, 
it  is  true,  made  at  times  earnest  efforts  to  remedy 
disorders  ^nd  the  prevalent  corruption,  but  there  was 
something  in  the  declining  fortunes  of  Holland 
which  made  great  or  fundamental  reforms  impossible. 
There  vva.i  the  moral  and  material  exhaustion  follow- 
ing on  conflicts  too  great  for  the  strength  of  the 
nation,  there  was  the  consciousness  of  its  military 
weakness  and  the  decay  of  public  spirit  which  that 
caused,  and  there  was  the  insufficiency  of  Holland  as 
a  centre  for  the  supply  of  immigrants  and  troops. 
All  these  things,  together  with  the  selfish  policy  of 
the  Company,  which  sacrificed  the  trade  of  the 
colony  to  protect  its  own,  made  the  rule  of  the  Dutch 
at  the  Cape  unsatisfactory,  deficient  especially  in 
guidance  and  enterprise. 

The  celebrated  Abbe  Raynal,  one  of  the  philo- 
sophic spirits  of  the  eighteenth  century,  has  a  story 
in  his  great  Histoire  philosoplnque  et  ^conomique  des 
Deux  hides  of  the  last  Portuguese  Governor  of 
Malacca,  who   had   been    forced   after   an   obstinate 
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resistance  to  surrenc'er  that  settlement  to  the  Dutch. 
The  Dutch  general,  it  is  said,  asked  him  if  they  ever 
expected  to  get  it  back  again.  "  Yes,"  replied  the 
Portuguese,  "when  your  sins  have  become  greater 
than  ours."  I  don't  know  that  their  sins  ever  became 
greater,  or  even  as  great,  for  the  Dutch  are  naturally 
a  p.udent  people,  but  evidently  their  time  too  had 
come  in  these  last  years  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
and  both  France  and  Britain,  the  Mede  and  the 
Persian,  were  already  at  their  gates. 


Ill 


The  First  British  Occupation— The  State  of  the  Colony  in 
1795 — General  Craig's  Administration — The  Boers  of 
Graaf-Reinet. 

In  1793  Pitt  had  reluctantly  made  up  his  mit;d  that 
there  was  nothing  for  it  but  war  with  the  new  French 
democracy,  which  was  showing  more  resources  than 
he  had  expected,  and  had  begun  to  take  up  an 
aggressive  attitude  towards  Holland.  The  worst  of 
it  was  that  in  that  country,  as  in  many  others,  the 
defects  of  the  old  regime  had  created  a  strong 
revolutionary  party,  which  was  ready  to  believe  in  an 
era  of  universal  equality  and  fraternity,  and  to  ally 
itself  with  the  French  invaders  whenever  they 
appeared.  A  revolution  in  Holland  therefore  meant 
the  practical  control  by  the  French  of  Dutch  naval 
resources  and  Dutch  power  in  the  Indies.  In  these 
circumstances  one  of  the  first  things  England  had 
to  consider  was  the  position  of  the  Dutch  naval 
station  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which,  as  Sir 
Francis  Baring,  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  English 


liklTAIX'S  TITLF.  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA 


45 


East  India  Company,  wrote  at  this  time  to  Secretary 
Dundas,  "  commanded  the  passage  to  India  as  effec- 
tually as  Gibraltar  doth  the  Mediterranean."  The 
States-General  and  the  Directors  of  the  Dutch  East 
India  Company,  who  were  of  the  Orange  and  Anti- 
Revolutiouary  party,  were  well  aware  of  their  weak- 
ness, and  consented,  after  some  hesitation,  to  receive 
a  Rritish  garrison  at  the  Cape  to  secure  it  against  a 
French  attack,  partly  as  a  return  for  the  services, 
which  they  gratefully  acknowledged,  of  the  British 
navy  in  guarding  and  convoying  their  commerce  in 
the  East.'  A  reverse,  however,  which  the  French 
suffered  in  the  Netherlands  at  this  time,  seems  to 
have  calmed  the  apprehensions  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, and  nothing  was  done  till  an  event  occurred 
which  altered  the  whole  situation.  The  French 
General  Pichegru,  taking  sudden  advantage  of  a 
severe  frost,  called  his  soldiers  from  their  winter 
quarters,  and  crossing  the  Meuse  and  the  Scheldt 
took  possession  of  Holland,  overthrew  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Stadtholder,  and  set  up  a  new  "  Batavian 
Republic "  under  French  auspices,  and  really  under 
French  control. 

It   was   as   a   counter-weight  to  this   blow  and  a 

necessary  measure  of  self-defence  that  Britain  fitted 

out  the  expedition,  ultimately  amounting  to  between 

four  and  five  thousand  troops,  which  in   1795   took 

'  See  Ri'cortis  of  Cape  Colony^  1793-1796,  pp.  4-18. 
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possession  of  the  Cape,  after  a  very  slight  resistance 
on  the  part  of  the  garrison  and  the  inhabitants. 

The  British  Government  had  certainly  little  idea  of 
the  admii.istrative  problems  it  was  entailing  on  itself 
and  its  successors.  The  territorial  dimensions  of  the 
Cape  Colony,  it  is  true,  were  already  imposing,  the 
trekking  habits  of  the  Dutch  farmer  having  constantly 
extended  its  area  till  it  now  covered  over  a  hundred 
thousand  square  miles.  But  the  Dutch  population  in 
this  extensive  territory  was  not  really  large,  consist- 
ing, according  to  the  census  returns  of  1795,  of  about 
15,000.  There  wa.s,  besides,  a  population  of  slaves 
numbering  about  17,000,  and  a  large  number  of 
Hottentots. 

But  economically  as  well  as  politically  this  great 
territory  was  in  a  state  of  confusion  and  disorganisa- 
tion. The  Dutch  East  India  Company,  under  whose 
rule  it  was,  had  become  bankrupt,  and  had  been  obliged 
the  year  before  to  declare  itself  unable  to  meet  the 
interest  on  its  loans.  Its  paper  money,  which  as  legal 
tender  had  become  the  only  circulation  in  the  colony, 
had  depreciated  over  fifty  per  cent.,  and  was  besides, 
owing  to  the  negligence  of  the  Company's  methods, 
extensively  corrupted  by  fraudulent  issues.  The 
farmers  were  impoverished  by  monopolies  and  re- 
strictions of  trade,  which  existed  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Company  and  its  officials  ;  the  rents  of  these  in 
the  remoter  districts  were  years  in  arrear,  and    the 
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regular  collection  of  taxes  had  become  impossible. 
Fiscal  exactions  had  driven  away  the  trade  ,vith 
foreign  shipping  ;  and  internal  trade,  owing  to  the 
depreciation  of  the  paper  money,  was  mostly  carried 
on  by  barter.  Corruption,  as  might  be  expected, 
went  hand  in  hand  with  mismanagement.  Commo- 
dore Blankett,  of  the  Royal  N'avy,  in  his  report  to 
the  Admiralty,  states  that  "  the  duties  on  import  to 
Capetown  on  some  articles  come  near  a  fourth  of  the 
whole  value,  and  there  is  a  charge  of  five  per  cent,  on 
its  re-export,  without  any  drawback  whatever  being 
allowed.  This  is  a  great  discouragement  (to  trade) 
as  well  as  the  mode  of  levy,  which  is  done  at  the  gate, 
liable  to  the  connivance  or  oppression  of  the  tax- 
gatherer  who  collects  it,  on  the  spot  or  after  sale,  in 
proportion  as  he  chooses  to  favour  the  parties.  In 
.some  such  spirit  of  levy  arc  all  their  taxes  gathered, 
so  that  an  officer  of  revenue  makes  his  place  worth 
holding  without  considering  the  salary  more  than  an 
appendage  to  his  office."  {Reconis  of  Grpc  Colony, 
Ian.  10,  1796.) 

The  burghers  themselves,  the  merchants  of  Cape- 
town as  well  as  the  farmers  of  the  interior,  felt  that 
the  Company's  mismanagement  had  brought  the 
colony  to  the  verge  of  ruin.  Amongst  the  different 
reports  the  British  Government  was  careful  to  obtain 
before  commencing  the  work  of  reform  and  restoration, 
there  is  one  from  a  Mr.  Kersteins,  a  Dutch  merchant 
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of  Capetown,  from  which  the  reader  may  form  an  idea 
of  the  (iisorijanisation  which  reigned  in  the  affairs  of 
Cape  Colony.  The  report  is  evidently,  as  Admiral 
Elphinstone,  who  forwards  it,  says,  that  of  an  indepen- 
dent burjjher,  and  may  illustrate  the  feeling  of  those 
colonists  who,  while  they  had  no  confidence  in  the 
principles  of  the  revolutionary  party,  despaired  of  the 
rule  of  the  Orange  officials  at  Capetown,  and  were  not 
unwilling  to  welcome  a  change  of  flag,  if  it  brought 
good  government  with  it. 

This  colony  h.is  for  several  years  been  on  the  decline,  and 
rapidly  approaching  its  annihilation.  The  intolerable  shackles 
laid  on  trade,  the  monopoly,  the  paper  currency,  the  stamp 
taxes  of  all  description,  and  above  all  the  Jac^i'  i  mania,  are 
the  chief  causes  ;  and  I  venture  to  say  that  not'  ^  less  than  a 
revolution  could  lia\c  saved  it.  .  .  .  The  p'  .  lation  of  the 
colony  does  not  exceed  21,000  inhabitants,  the  land  is  barren, 
and  the  enemies  with  which  the  people  arc  surrounded  are 
numerous.  (;o\ernment  has  lost  its  respect,  and  such  was  the 
oppression  of  the  inhabitants  that  every  pros])ect  of  reconcilia- 
tion had  vanished.  It  is  now  two  months  since  (Government 
sent  a  deputation  to  C.raaff-Reinet — and  that  the  Commissioners 
were  obliged  precipitately  to  leave  the  district,  under  the  most 
immine  danger  of  losing  their  lives.  Want  of  authority  on 
the  pari  ,.'  our  (Government  is  the  chief  reason  that  the  Cape 
was  so  easily  reduced.  Everybody  would  command  here,  and 
nobody  would  obey.  .  .  .  The  inhaljitants  arc  for  the  greater  part 
iinpoverished  ;  this  po\crty  has  disposed  them  for  disaffection 
and  revolt,  as  appears  again  by  the  example  of  Graaff-Reinet. 

Mr.  Kersteins  then  gives  an  account  of  the  fiscal 
policy  of  the  Dutch  Company,  from  which  one  may 
infer  two  thing.s  at  least:  that  the  Company  were  in 
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t'rcat  straits  for  money,  and  considered  their  own 
needs  more  than  those  of  the  colonist  ;  and  that  the 
weakness  of  their  aiitliorit>-  made  them  rather  afraid 
than  otherwise  to  cncoiira^'e  and  develop  the  re- 
sources of  the  cattle  farmers. 

The  Company,  so  far  from  cncouraKing  the  breed  of  cattle, 
seems  to  have  been  resolutely  Ijcnl  upon  the  extermination  of 
them,  and  by  every  means  to  have  sought  to  keep  the  inhabit- 
ants low.  The  mediocrity  of  our  breed  of  liorses  is  likewise  to  be 
attnbutc.1  to  the  Company  ;  they  have  in  no  instance  allowed 
the  captains  of  our  Indiamen  f,  import  stallions  from  Holland 
for  the  improvement  of  our  horses.  Dut  monopolies  are  the 
grle^•ancc  to  which  we  must  look  for  the  principal  cause  of  the 
misery  of  the  inhabitants.  The  Company,  in  order  to  ^ct  its 
own  meat  cheaper,  has  given  to  a  Company,  here  called  the 
.Slaughter  Company,  the  exclusive  grant  of  selling  meat  to 
foreign  ships.  Now,  admitting  the  common  price  to  slrmd 
thus  ; 

A  pound  of  meat 2  pence. 

'^  ^heep 2  ri.x  dolLars. 

A  bullock 8 

Foreigners  are  obliged  to  pay  the  Slaughter  Company  : 

For  a  pound  of  meat 4  pence. 

'^  sheep    4*  rix  dollars. 

A  bullock 22 

From  that  circumstance  foreigners  have  for  some  time  left  off 
frequenting  this  colony,  the  houses  ha\c  fallen  in  price,  one 
half  of  them  are  without  tenants,  and  that  class  of  the  inhabit- 
ants who  were  used  to  subsist  on  a  temporary  small  traffic  with 
them  are  reduced  to  mendicity. 

....  By  far  the  greater  part  of  the  farmers  and  of  the 
mhabitants  of  the  town  are  bankrupts,  the  rest  have  their 
property  under  sequester,  and  every  individual  looks  for^vard 
to  impending  ruin. 
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The  kind  of  maladministration  into  which  the 
Company  was  driven  by  its  weakness  and  want  of 
money  is  excellently  illust  ted  by  the  method  Mr. 
Kersteins  states  it  adopted  to  secure  payment  of 
its  taxes.  The  <1  uighter  Company  was  granted  its 
monopoly  on  condition  of  deducting  whatever  was 
due  by  the  farmers  to  the  Government  from  its  pay- 
ments to  the  farmers  : 

The  butchers  send  iheir  servants  into  the  interior  parts  of  the 
country  for  buyintj  cattle  ;  these  pay  the  farmers  with  bilN  on 
their  masters  ;  the  farmer  when  he  comes  to  town  to  receive 
his  money  obtains  only  part  of  it,  as  the  butcher,  in  correspon- 
dence with  the  Company,  deducts  from  the  sum  what  he  (the 
farmer)  owes  the  latter.  Thus  it  is  no  unusual  ihinj;  for  a 
farmer  to  make  a  two  months'  journey  to  town,  in  hopes  to 
purchase  necessaries  for  his  wife  and  small  family,  to  see  his 
expectations  b.iffled  and  himself  obliged  to  return  the  same  w,ay 
hoire,  both  v  ;;hnut  money  an<l  necessaries. 

Mr.  Xersteins  then  describetl  the  condition  of  the 
wheat  and  the  win<:  trade  under  similar  monopolies, 
after  which  he  proceeds  to  another  great  grievance 
—the  depreciation  of  the  paijcr  money  and  its  unne- 
gotiable  character  under  the  security  of  a  bankrupt 
Company : 

During  the  last  w.ir,  the  Company  beinn  in  want  of  money, 
they  borrowed  from  the  inhabitants  the  specie  they  had,  upon 
promise  to  restore  it  to  them  by  the  first  ships  from  Europe  ; 
but  no  specie  was  sent,  and  paper  was  left  to  circulate.  After 
some  time,  however,  some  silver  specie  made  its  appearance  ; 
but  it  was  broached  on  the  inhabitants  with  an  advance  of  20 
per  cent.,  which  directly  occasioned  a  loss  on  the  property  of 
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every  inhabitan>  of  jo  ner  cent   ■  r^.      ■ 

"hich  were  u,ej  ro  Clm  ^  ""  ""  '""'«"  ■""'<>"» 

»i>hdrew,fogo,,h"rwrvh^r  "•""""">->■  '"  -"e  colony, 
additional  50  per  rem.  '  """^  ""  P''^"™"')'  fell  an 

thaTmo?eT''""^  "."'"'"  ""  "  '"°'"^^''^>''  -hich  n.»v 
we  ought  to  be  ,„  some  position  to  jud.c  ■  but  i 

hsto^yorcapeco,on,in,ene.,,andthehi.s:;:f 
the  Boer  of  the  Graaff-Reinet  frontier,  the  Hoe?  of 

the  ^no^ledJVTa;':  '    /rH^- r  :  "7,"  '"■     '""" 

-ere.oLird.j^d^^:::;t:"';:;^--;;-:S 

The  Cape  Colony  under  Dutch  rule  was  evidently 

a    agrant  exa„,ple  of  the  .«„>„  .,^,„,,,  „„,,  „.,./^ 

he  people  were  governed  n^ainly  in  the  interests  of 

her  governors.     As  a  natural  consequence,  the  now 

"octrees  of  the  French  Revolutionists  which  declare! 

war  on  aristocracies  and  promised  equal  rights  t„  all 

fied  w,th  the  corruption  and  tyranny  of  the  Orange 
h  reaucracy  that  governed  thetn.  When  the  Britif; 
fleet   anchored   ,n  Simon's  Bay,  the  great   districts 
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of  Swellendam  and  Graaff-Reinet  were  already  in 
revolt,  had  hoisted  the  French  tricolour,  and  set  up 
a  government  of  their  own,  which  they  called,  in 
imitation  of  the  French  Revolutionists,  a  National 
Convention.  And  they  could  do  this  with  perfect 
impunity,  for  the  Dutch  Government  at  the  Cape 
had  become  so  weak  that  it  could  no  longer  either 
assert  its  authority  within  the  colony  or  defend  it 
from  attacks  from  without.  Such  was  the  disorganisa- 
tion with  which  the  first  British  Governors,  after  the 
occupation  in  1795,  had  to  ceal. 

The  first  representative  of  British  authority  in  Cape 
Colony  was  General  Craig,  the  commander  of  the 
forces  which  had  occupied  the  colony  and  were  now 
stationed  there  as  a  garrison.  His  experience  had 
been  only  that  of  a  soldier,  and  the  economic  and 
financial  problems  which  surrounded  him  in  his  new 
position  as  the  Governor  of  a  colony  were  often  per- 
plexing to  him.  He  was,  however,  an  able,  prudent, 
and  highly  honourable  man,  just  the  kind  of  person 
required  as  interim  Governor  till  the  British  Govern- 
ment had  time  to  make  itself  acquainted  with  the 
situation  and  needs  of  the  colony.  His  position 
being  only  a  temporary  one,  his  powers  were 
restricted  with  regard  to  questions  of  commercial 
policy  and  legislation  which  the  Home  Government 
had  not  yet  had  time  to  consider.  But  he  used  his 
discretionary  powers  freely  according  to   the    tenor 
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of  the  instructions  he  had  received  to  relieve  the 
inhabitants  from  the  more  oppressive  fiscal  exactions 
and  restrictions  on  trade ;  and  he  met  the  temporary 
inconveniences  caused  by  the  change  of  government 
by  a  wise  and  indulgent  use  of  permits. 

For  his  chief  work,  that  of  restoring  orderly 
government  in  the  colony  and  reducing  the  revolted 
districts  to  obedience,  he  was  well  fitted  both  by  his 
qualities  ;is  a  soldier  and  a  character  which  was  alike 
modest,  firm  and  conscientious.  In  Capetown  and 
the  colony  generall}  ,  General  Craig  encountered  no 
great  opposition  to  his  authority.  This  was  partly 
because  the  colonists  were  too  widely  scattered  to 
have  any  effective  means  of  organisation  ;  but  partly 
also  it  was  because  the  vast  majority  of  the  Boers 
were  colonists  of  the  third  and  fourth  generation 
and  too  illiterate  to  feel  any  strong  ties  of  .senti- 
ment with  a  mother  country  which  they  had  known 
chiefly  through  the  unpopular  government  of  the 
Dutch  East  India  Company.  With  the  exception 
of  a  small  "Jacobin  party,"  as  the  general  called  it, 
which  had  caught  the  flame  of  the  French  Revolu- 
tion, the  inhabitants  were  not  .so  unfriendly  to  British 
rule  as  might  have  been  expected.  There  was  no 
difficulty  at  least  in  the  administration  of  affairs. 
Both  in  Capetown  and  in  the  country  districts,  the 
general  found  the  Dutch  magistrates  ready  to  co- 
operate with  him  ;  and  the  correspondence  between 
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them,  which  appears  in  the  Records,  shows  a  wonder- 
ful degree  of  harmony  in  their  relations,  and  even 
something  like  mutual  confidence. 

One  district  only  formed  an  exception,  and  seemed 
for  a  time  to  threaten  serious  trouble.  This  was  the 
frontier  district  of  Graaff-Reinet,  which,  before  the 
arrival  of  the  British  forces,  had  revolted  against  the 
Company's  rule  and  set  up  a  government  by  "  the 
Voice  of  the  People,"  on  the  French  model.  The 
Cape  Colony  was  at  that  time  divided  into  four 
districts,  each  with  its  own  body  of  magistrates  and 
councillors ;  that  of  Capetown,  a  comparatively 
small  district,  and  three  other  very  large  districts, 
Stellenbosch  to  the  north  and  west,  Swellendam  to 
the  east,  and,  still  further  east,  and  also  stretching 
away  northwards  in  the  vicinity  of  what  is  now 
Colesberg,  the  district  of  Graaff-Reinet.  It  was  this 
last  district,  and  chiefly  the  distant  frontier  part  of 
it,  which  made  some  show  of  holding  out  against  the 
authority  of  the  British  general. 

Graaff-Reinet,  and  particularly  the  men  of  Bruint- 
jes  Hoogte  and  the  Zuurveld  on  the  Kaffir  frontier, 
had  always  been  a  source  of  trouble  to  the  Dutch 
Governors,  There,  on  the  lands  lying  along  the 
Little  and  Great  Fish  Rivers,  which  formed  a 
natural,  though  ill-kept  and  partly  disputed  boundary 
between  the  colony  and  the  territory  of  the  Kosa- 
Kaffir  tribes,  dwelt  a  race  of  rough  frontier  farmers 


Ill 


BRITAIN'S  TITLE  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA 


55 


possessing  large  grazing  farms,  on  which,  with  the 
aid  of  slaves  and  Hottentot  servants,  they  reared 
great  herds  of  cattle  and  sheep.  The  names  of 
these  men  of  Graaff-Reinet  appear  so  frequently 
in  the  letters,  reports,  and  judicial  investigations 
of  the  period,  that  you  get  quite  familiar  with  them, 
and  can  even  here  and  there  discern  individual 
characteristics.  Amongst  those  names  the  most 
frequent  are  those  of  Prinsloos,  Burgers,  Krugers, 
Jouberts,  Erasmuses,  Bothas,  Smits,— all  names,  the 
reader  will  note,  borne  by  the  men  who  have  been 
leading  the  Boers  in  their  present  conflict  with  the 
British. 

The  district  of  Graaff-Reinet  was  then  the  great 
.stock-breeding  district  of  Cape  Colony.  Much  of  it 
Has  Karroo  soil,  but  towards  the  eastern  frontier  it 
was  a  pleasant  country,  with  plenty  of  grass  and 
water.  Sparrman  found  the  inhabitants  in  easy  cir- 
cumstances and  rather  envied  by  some  of  the  corn- 
Boers  as  ;  iding  a  kind  of  Arcadian  life.  The  census 
of  1795  shows  that  the  inhabitants  possessed  a  much 
larger  proportion  of  sheep  and  bullocks  than  the  other 
districts,  though  perhaps  not  more  than  a  fifth  or  sixth 
of  what  they  really  owned  in  this  way  ever  appeared 
in  the  Returns.  They  alone  could  supply  the  quantities 
of  cattle  and  sheep  necessary  for  the  support  of  Cape- 
town, with  its  tizens,  garrison,  and  shipping.  But 
the  frontiersman  in  South  Africa  was  just  what  he  is 
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ill  cvei->'  country  whicli  bord.'r.s  on  a  wild,  uncivilised 
population— a  roufjh,  self-reliant  person,  often  taking 
the  law  into  his  own  hands  and  not  easily  brought 
under  the  ordinary  restraints  of  government.  From 
his  earliest  days  he  was  habituated  to  warfare  and 
bloodshed.  As  an  infant  ho  !iad  perhaps  had  to  flee 
with  his  mother  over  the  veldt  from  a  plundering  band 
of  Bushmen,  and  even  as  a  boy  he  learned  to  hunt  the 
same  unhappy  race  in  the  mountains.  There  were 
few  frontier  families  who  could  not  count  relatives 
fallen  in  this  savage  warfare,  and  had  not  suffered  from 
their  stock  being  driven  off  by  the  natives.  Of  course 
these  injuries  were  repaid  with  interest.  Usually  the 
plundered  farmer  called  upon  his  neighbours  to 
assemble  and  help  him  to  retake  the  spoil  ;  and  an 
e.xpe  lition  would  go  forth  over  the  Nieuwveldt  Moun- 
tains or  the  Fish  River,  and  there  would  be  shooting 
of  Bushmen  or  Kaffirs,  as  the  case  might  be,  and  raid- 
ing of  kraals,  and  the  farmers  would  return  home  as 
affluent  in  cattle,  you  may  be  sure,  as  they  ever  were, 
^nd  perhaps  a  kw  serviceable  slaves,  women  and  chil- 
dren, would  be  added  to  the  Boer  household.  Out  of 
this  practice  the  commando  system  arose,  which  for 
two  hundred  years  has  made  every  up-country  Boer 
a  trained  warrior  after  his  fashion. 

The  faults  were  not  all  on  one  side.  Between  the 
colonists  and  the  Bushmen,  who  were  irreclaimable 
savages  living  on  wild  game  and  plunder,  it  was  for 


>"  URITAIN'S  TITLE  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA  57 

lonsj  a   war  of  extermination,  no  quarter  given  or 
expected  on  either  side  ;    but  uith  the  Kaffirs,  who 
were  a  high  class   of  savages,  the  relations   of  the 
colonists  were  varying.     They  had  some  of  them  as 
farm  servants,  they  had  treaties  and  agreements  ^vith 
vanous  powerful  tribes  living  under  their  chiefs,  they 
were  sometimes  at  ,var  and  sometimes  at  peace  with 
them.     But,  whether  at  war  or  at  peace,  there  is  no 
doubt   the   frontier   colonist   ^^as   a   very  aggressive 
neighbour.     His  wealth  consisted  in  cattle  and  sheep 
and  his  supply  of  money  was  got  mainly   from   the' 
amount  of  stock  he  could  afford  to  sell  to  the  Cape- 
town age,Us.     No  efforts  of  the  Government  could 
prevent  many  of  the  frontier  colonists  from  entering 
the  territory   of  the  natives  and  pursuing  an  illicit 
trade  in  the  purchase  of  cattle,  a  trade  in  which,  says 
one  Dutch  magistrate,  who  evidently  had  great  faith 
■n  the  simplicity  of  the  native,  "the  innocent  Kaffir  is 
always  the  loser."     At  any  rate,  from  the  earliest  days 
the  trade  had  been  forbidden  b>the  Dutch  Governors 
because  it  invariably  led  to  quarrels  and  bloodshed. 
Sometimes  the  colonist  coulc'  persuade  the  native  to 
■sell  his  cattle  for  trifles,  beads  or  buttons  ;  sometimes 
he  enforced  his  bargains  with  his  gun.     It  is  evident 
also  that  the  frontier  farmers  of  the  early  days  found 
advantages   in    a   retaliatory   raid.     Some   who   had 
been  plundered  of  their  cattle  came  back  as  well  ofT 
as  ever,  and  some  who  had  lost  nothing  gained  by  the 


tM\ 


iui 


m 


58 


BRITAIN'S  TITLE  IN  SOUTH    \FRICA 


division  of  the  captured  booty.  The  very  first  Kaffir 
war  the  Graaff-Reinet  farmers  had  seems  to  have  arisen 
out  of  this  illicit  trade.  Marthinus  Prinsloo,  it  is  said, 
while  engaged  in  it,  shot  one  of  the  followers  of  the 
Kaffir  chief  Rarabe.  The  Kaffirs  revenged  themselves 
by  a  raid  in  which  they  drove  off  the  farmers'  herds. 
Commandos  were  assembled  under  Joshua  Joubert  and 
Adriaan  van  Jaarsveld  for  reprisals.  Large  numbers 
of  Kaffir  cattle  were  taken.  Adriaan  alone  distri- 
buted over  5,000  amongst  his  ninety-two  followers. 
These  expeditions  were  sanguinary  also,  women  and 
children  were  sometimes  shot  by  the  burghers  as  well 
as  men,  and  they  were  often  captured  and  distributed 
amongst  the  farmers. 

Another  cause  of  warfare  between  the  frontier  Boer 
and  the  Kaffir  lay  in  the  impulse  for  expansion 
which  no  government,  Dutch  or  English,  could  quite 
repress  in  the  former.  The  frontier  farmer  was  not  an 
agriculturist,  but  a  grazier.  Possessing  large  flocks  and 
herds,  and  inhabiting  a  soil  somewhat  scanty  in  grass, 
he  required  an  immense  extent  of  territory  for  his  uses. 
His  usual  practice  was  when  seeking,  for  one  reason 
or  another,  a  change  of  settlement,  to  wander  into  a 
new  district  and  take  up  land  to  the  extent  of  six 
thousand  acres  or  more,  or  three  miles  on  every  side 
of  the  spot  where,  he  built  his  homestead.  Having 
done  so,  he  notified  the  Government,  and  as  a  matter 
of  course  was  granted  a  right  to  the  land  as  loan-land, 
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on  condition  that  he  paid  a  yearly  rent  of  25  rix- 
dollars  (about  £$)  to  the  Government.  The  grant  was 
supposed  to  be  from  year  to  year,  but  about  that 
condition  the  frontier  farmer  never  troubled  himself. 
A  title  was  of  small  value  in  his  eyes,  and  he  was 
ready  to  change  his  ground  on  the  least  prospect  of 
advantage.  When  his  sons  were  old  enough  they 
could  move  further  on  and  take  up  new  lands  for 
themselves.  As  their  families  were  often  large,  and 
the  size  of  their  farms  enormous,  we  can  imagine  what 
the  rate  of  their  expan.sion  would  be.  With  such  a 
way  of  life,  the  land  hunger  of  the  Boer  was  unappeas- 
able, as  it  .still  is  ;  and  one  of  the  chief  difficulties  of 
the  Cape  Government  in  those  days  was  to  control 
this  expansion,  and  to  impress  on  the  trekking  Boer 
the  necessity  of  some  consideration  for  the  native 
races  which  he  dispossessed.  All  the  more  so  that 
the  Kaffir  tribes  with  whom  he  came  into  contact  on 
the  eastern  frontier  were  warlike  and  well  organised 
under  their  chiefs,  and  he  might  easily  involve  the 
Government  in  a  struggle  which  in  these  days  was 
beyond  its  resources. 

It  was  not  altogether  a  matter  of  sentiment  that 
induced  the  Boers  of  Graaff-Reinet  to  hold  out  against 
the  authority  of  the  British  Governor.  In  their  eyes 
indeed  the  Orange  bureaucracy  at  Capetown  was 
almost  as  alien  and  unsympathetic  a  race  as  any 
British  Government  could  be.    The  ideas  that  inspired 
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thorn  were  rather  of  a  practical  kind.  As  an  inde- 
pendent community  they  calculated  on  keeping  all 
the  advantages  of  Capetown  as  a  market  and  port  of 
supplies,  while  they  did  away  with  all  the  restraints 
and  obligations  which  the  Capetown  authorities  im- 
posed upon  them  in  the  interests  of  civilisation  and 
the  general  welfare.  Their  pretensions  are  stated  by 
Mr.  Kersteins  in  the  Report  from  which  1  have  already 
quoted  as  follows  : — "  They  refuse  paying  taxes  ;  they 
claim  judiciary  power  with  regard  to  the  Hottentots 
in  their  service  ('  wallop  your  nigger  as  much  as  you 
like ')  ;  they  proscribe  the  Moravians  sent  amongst 
them  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  the  Hottentots  in 
the  Christian  religion  ;  they  claim  the  right  of  making 
prisoners  of  war  their  slaves  and  property."  {Records 
1793-96,  p.  172.) 

Such  was  the  ideal  of  a  State  whi.jh  the  frontier 
Boer  in  his  rude  simplicity  had  conceived  ;  and  it  seems 
to  be  doubtful  if  it  has  materially  changed  amongst 
his  descendants.  It  was  .1  return  of  the  natural  man 
to  the  fierce  pagan  civilisation  of  the  early  world. 

The  Graaff-Reinet  insurgents  were  aware  .  t  they 
had   now   a   stronger  Government   to   di  th   at 

Capetown.  But  they  lived  far  away  on  the  frontier, 
where  it  would  not  be  easy  for  the  Government  to 
reach  them,  and  they  thought  they  might  make  their 
own  terms  at  little  more  cost  than  a  formal  profession 
of  submission.     They  were  rough  and  illiterate  men, 
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arrogant  in  their  ignorance  of  the  strength  at  the 
disposal  of  the  new  British  Governor,  and  very  much 
over-estimating  their  own.     Hut,  for  all  that,  it  would 
be  a  mistake  to  think  of  them  as  a  stupid  people. 
They  knew  nothing,  it  is  true,  of  the  moral  traditions 
and  conventions  on  which  European  civilisation  has 
slowly  built  itself  up.     The  story  of  Ruth  or  Joseph, 
the  chronicles  of  the  wars  of  Israel,  were  far  more 
intelligible  to  them  than  any  page  in  the  history  of 
modern  Europe  could  be.     Hut  in  matters  which  lay 
within  their  ken,  the  Hocrs  of  Graaff-Reinet  were  a 
shrewd  people.     Self-reliance  and  hard  matter-of-fact 
calculation  of  their  circumstances  were  necessities  of 
their  existence.     Indeed,  few  nations  have  been  more 
sternly  trained  in  two  arts  which  the  world  has  always 
held  in  honour— the  arts  of  war  and  diplomacy  ;  they 
were  always  at  both,  either  fighting  natives  or  diploma- 
tising with  them,  or  with  the  authorities  at  Capetown. 
In  the  art  of  intriguing  no  gold-spectacled  diplomatist 
in  Europe  had  more  practice  than  the  Boers  of  the 
frontier  ;  and  with  all  their  illiteracy,  and  Landdrost 
Maynier  declares  even  some  of  the  commandants  could 
not  write  or  read  with  ease,  Talleyrand  himself  could 
not  have  chosen  his  phrases  more  carefully  with  a 
view  to  future  events,  or  mixed  up  points  more  adroitly 
than  is  done  in  their  correspondence  with  the  Govern- 
ment.    In  their  first  letter  to  General  Craig  (Oct.  25, 
179$)  they  show  that  they  know  perfectly  how  to 
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cover  audacious  proposals  under  humble  professions, 
how  to  probe  the  amount  of  resistance  to  be  expected, 
and  to  leave  themselves  room  either  for  an  advance  or 
a  retreat.  That  letter,  read  in  the  light  of  the  events 
which  followed  it,  is  so  characteristic  a  specimen  of 
Boer  diplomacy  that  I  give  it  here  in  a  condensed 
form,  adding  some  comments  and  elucidative  notes 
in  brackets  : 


HoNouRABLK  Sir,— 

The  undersigned,  fearing  that  the  inhabitants  of  this 
district  may  perhaps  be  represented  in  a  very  bad  light  to  your 
Excellency  by  the  one  or  other  revengeful  servant  of  the 
Company,  have  thought  proper  to  state  their  grievances  to  your 
Excellency.  .  .  .  That  the  inhabitants  would  rather  never  have 
meddled  with  any  disturbance  [somewhat  ciifiliemislic /,/i,„sc /or 
rebellion  and  expulsion  0/  the  Company's  ma^nslralc^  ^  if  the 
taxes  were  not  become  intolerable,  and  if  we  had  been  able  to 
suffer  our  country,  which  we  love  as  ourselves  [touc/i  0/ poetry 
there,  7uhich  may  soften  the  heart  0/  this  new  Governor],  to  be 
reduced  to  a  state  of  poverty,  and  to  become  the  prey  of  the 
barbarous  heathens.  For  twenty-six  years  we  burghers  have 
had  to  defend  with  our  goods  and  our  blood  this  district,  which 
the  Capetown  and  the  navigation  cannot  dispense  with  [needed 
to  supply  meat  for  toivn  and  shipping,  they  mean].  That  not- 
withstanding these  services,  the  burghers  have  been  from  time 
to  time  more  oppressed  with  taxes,  while  their  principal  pro- 
ducts have  been  farmed  out  [i.e.,  jr>-'inted  to  individuals  as 
monopolies],  and  thereby  kept  at  low  prices,  while  the  burghers 
have  even  been  interdicted  from  selling  their  products  to  or 
purchasing  anything  from  foreigners,  and  have  received  only 
paper  money,  which  they  cannot  use  to  buy  necessaries  from 
Europe  or  elsewhere  [ships  calling  at  Capetown  will  not 
take  such  money],  a  device  for  the  Company  to  get  all  the  specie 
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into  it,  treasury  "  in  a  ,ub,|e  and  deceitful  manner  ■■     F„    .v, 
reasons  ue  have  dismis.,.,1  ,h.  u  manner,      For  these 

its  unlawful  serv .„      and  h-,       """"T*""  '^°"'P''">'  »'"'  "" 
pay  it  tave,  nr  H  '  ""'''■^''  ""'  '"  "b-^V  its  law  or 

'orMdr  nd  pt  ::■  :h,:h" ':"':  ■' "-; "«"'  •"  p»>'  ••'">■  •-" 

defend  a,  our  ™„     ,  e  t     f^""  f  "^^  "«"  '""'S^"  '" 
for  nothing      U  ,..  „    7"'"™  ""''■"»  <"'7'.r«,.r.'    yVW/»V 

r,-//,.;-,,  re/incd disli,u,io„,  and  «ol  a/lZe/T:,-   ^         " 
Go-oer„,„e„i -^  """^   ''"'"^^    '"'"•    ll"-    local 

Card  u  '  ,|H  r   '""  J"''*^"^  "P^'''^"'  '»  appoint  the  burgher 

-f^r:;r:;:;::=na:^r^ijr^'o7; 
ES^e:r^r^L^-rh^~^ 
^:i^rei,e-^rts;^-d: 
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district,  as  soon  as  possible,  proprr  ninnistratiH,  and  to  pn<"  ide 
the  said  (li.Htrici  with  ihe  nci  cssary  t^unpowdcr  and  lead  for  the 
preservation  of  the  satnc.  [  f/hif  /nst  ix  iui/>orf,inf,  to  j^ct  a  j^tuuf 
nuppiy  of  poiciicr  tvui  liuui  from  this  Etij^tix/i  liorrf/tor:  fur 
that  they  must  ituikc  some  more  or  less  format  ami  Msiinet 
nroi^nition  of  his  authority.  About  the  next  point  in  their 
letter  there  is  eviitently  a  littie  t/e/ieaey.  They  arc  a  pious  people 
of  the  Puteh  Reformed  Chureh,  and  they  require  a  parson. 
Their  last  one,  Mr.  Maui;er,  had  been  'a'ith  th^m  since  1792,  hut 
decided  to  leave  them  u'hen  they  expelled  their  mai^istrates  and 
set  up  for  themselves.  Perhaps  it  should  be  \fated  that  the 
parson  in  Cape  Colony  ^cas  almost  a  .State  official,  with  a  hii^h 
offidal  status,  and  paid  by  the  Goiernmcut.  The  bur^^hers  state 
their  case  thus :]  The  undcisi^fncd  request  )c)ur  Excellency  will 
also  be  pleased  to  provide  our  <  hurth,  which  is  hcin^  con- 
structed and  already  half  finished  at  the  expense  of  the  poor 
inhabitants,  with  a  parson  ;  and  as  wc  know,  yet  choose  to 
forbear  speaking  uf,  the  reasons  why  our  parson,  in  a  subtle 
manner,  is  gone  from  us  [x-ery  suspicious  people,  the  Oraaff- 
Reineters,  <tltuays  apt  to  see  subtlety  in  others],  notwithstanding 
we  had  assured  him  of  his  safety,  we  hope  that  he  will  repent  of 
it  and  return  again  to  his  forsaken  community.  [W/i  awl"ii.'ard 
business  this  :  return  of  repentant  prodi^^al  father.  The  letter 
concludes  'a'ith  a  cautiously  worded  profession  of  submission,  ot 
somethini^  which  mij^ht  be  taken  for  such  .■] 

We  are  still  destitute  of  your  Excellency's  respected  orders, 
which  we  expect  in  order  to  know  how  to  behave  ourselves  in 
our  present  critical  situation,  whilst  we  have  the  honour  most 
humbly  to  assure  your  Kxcellency  that  according  to  our  oath 
and  duty  we  will  not  iA\\~\^what ^^-to  contribute  to  the 
preservation  and  welfare  of  this  country.  We  ha\e  been 
commanded  by  the  general  vote  of  the  people  to  represent  all 
the  aforesaid  to  your  Excellency,  and  expect  a  fwourablc 
ansii'er^  and  after  having  recommended  your  Excellency  to  the 
protection  of  the  Supreme  Being,  we  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
[The  si^i^natures  include  those  of  C.  D.  Gerotz,  the  provisional 
landdrost,  Adriaan   van  faars^'eld^J.  foubert  and  others.] 
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That   was  the  first   cotnimiiiication  which    passed 
bc-twocn   the   ancestors  .^    Tr.-.nsvaal    H.«..r,  thc 

KriiKcrs,  J.Hiborts  ami  I'm    :  „s  ,  .   Hmi   thncaml  the 
representative  of  thr  Hm,  j,  f  ...ven.m.nl  ;  it  was  the 
bcKinninK  of  a  co„a»  t  wind,  1m     la  ',,1   a  hundred 
years,  an<l  in  whici,  I  fin,!  the  li  ,...„„  ,,'sof  the  actors 
and    the    fundamuital    untu-e   of  ,he   dispute   have 
remained    much    the   sanio      VVh.it   ivas   an  average 
honourable  Knjilish  Kent!,  >„,,;,  Ifke  C.ciieral  Craif  (for 
even  Mr.  Thcal  admits  he  was  a  just  and  honourable 
man)  to  make  of  that  letter  with  its  phrases  of  sub- 
mission, "  we  have  appointed  a  landdrost  in  ex|)ccta- 
tion  of  your  approbation  or  till  further  orders  •'—"  al' 
left  to  your  Excellency's  approbation  "  ?     Would  yoi' 
not  think  that  it  meant  the   recognition   of  Hritis: 
authority?     Noihing  of  the  kind  !  Throughout  their 
long  letter  they  carefully  avoid  any  formal  expression 
of  allegiance.      Their  idea   is  a   kind  of  undefined 
overlordship  or  suzerainty   under  which   the  British 
Governor  may  confirm  their  appointments  of  magis- 
trates, and  perhaps  himself  appoint  them,  though  they 
hope  he  will  confine  himself  to  the  former,  but  under 
which  they  will  be  allowed  to  do  much  as  they  like 
in  their  district,  especially  as  regards  the  treatment 
of  natives  and  the  extension  of  settlements  to  the 
east  of  the    Fish    River ;   on    such  terms  they   will 
recognise  him    as  as  their— I'rotector !  that  is  their 
cautiously     cho.sen     word,    title     invented     for    the 
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situation  ;  if  his  Excellency  will  be  contented  with 
that,  and  send  them  a  good  supply  of  powder  and  lead 
then  he  can  construe  this  letter  as  he  likes,  and  report 
that  the  Hoers  of  Graaff-Reinet  have  submitted  to  his 
authority. 

But  General  Craig  failed  to  grasp  the  diplomatic 
character  of  the  letter  ;  and  probably  setting  down  its 
ambiguities  to  the  rustic  simplicity  of  the  farmers, 
received  it  as  an  acceptance  of  British  authority.  He 
replied  in  a  very  friendly  strain,  confirming  their 
provisional  appointment  of  a  landdrost  until  Mr. 
Bresler,  formerly  an  office  ;  i  the  Dutch  garrison, 
whom  he  had  chosen  for  the  jiost,  should  arrive.  He 
tells  them  he  has  done  away  with  the  monopolies  and 
restrictions  of  which  they  cor  plain,  and  has  made 
the  coasting  trade  free,  so  that  they  can  convey  their 
produce  to  the  capital  "  at  a  twentieth  part  of  the 
expense  and  a  tenth  oart  of  the  time  that  has  hitherto 
been  required."  He  exhorts  them  to  continue  in  the 
"  sentiments  of  moderation  and  patriotism  which  so 
evidently  appear  to  have  dictated  your  letter  "-"  in 
the  principles  of  religion  and  virtue  ;  due  submission 
to  the  laws  of  that  .society  in  which  Providence  has 
placed  us,"  &c.,  &c.  For  there  is  piety  on  both  sides, 
each  with  its  peculiar  modification.s. 

It  was  a  great  surprise,  then,  to  the  general  when 
he  heard  what  occurred  on  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Hreslcr 
the  landdrost  wi  om   he   had   appointed.     That  .same 
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day  (22nd  Feb..  ,796)  a  meeting  of  the  bursjhers  was 
held  at  Graaff-Reinet  village,  during  which  amongst 
others  the  following  persons  were  particularly  active, 
P.eterKruger.  Jacobus   Kruger,  Jan  Kruger.  Schalk 
Burger.    Adriaan    van    Jaarsveld.   Jacobus    Joubert 
Marthmus  I'rinsloo.     When  Mr.  Bresler  rang  the  bell 
a.Klhad   the   British    flag  hoisted    indue   form   at 
thedrostdy.joubertandjan  Kruger  hauled  it  down 
and  u,formed    Mr.  Bresler  that  they  would   not  re- 
cognise his   authority.     There  was   nothing  for  Mr 
Bresler  to  do  but  return.     He  had   been    successful 
<n  gettmg  the  par.son  of  Graafl--Reinet,  Mr.  Manger 
to   accompany   him.    and    the   burghers   made   pro- 
posals  to    the    latter   to   remain.     But    the    parson 
declined    them,    and    went   off   with    the    ianddrost 
Prom  the  reports  I  find  that  their  proceedings  had 
at    times    been    tumultuous,    and   that    Mr     Bresler 
thought  hin,self  in  danger.     They  "  passed  the  whole 
day  and    night   (19th   September)     in     the    utmost 
hcentiousness  and  riot,"  writes    the  latter     (Ka-onis 
^790-99.  P-  392.) 

On  hearing  of  these  event.s.  General  Crai-x  de- 
spatched a  considerable  force  to  establish  th.  authority 
of  the  Government.  But  the  news  of  its  coming  was 
enough,  and  before  it  could  reach  distant  Graafl-- 
Remet,  the  majority  of  the  burghers,  seeing  they 
had  a  .strong  and  resolute  Government  to  deal  with 
resolved   to  subn,it.     The  general    at    once    recalled 
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the  military ;  and  in  return  received  a  letter  of  the 
frankest  submission,  this  time  from  the  Graaff-Rein- 
eters,  who  declare  themselves  to  be  "  faithful  subjects  " 
of  his  Majesty's  Government.  This  letter  was  signed 
by  provisional  landdrost  Gerotz  and  others  in  the 
name  of  the  whole  district.  But  it  really  represented 
the  sentiments  only  of  the  moderate  party  there. 
The  men  of  Bruintjes  Hoof,'te  and  the  Zuurveld,  the 
Prinsloos,  Krugers,  Besters,  and  others,  had  a  meeting 
of  their  own,  and  sent  in  a.  separate  letter  of  sub- 
mission, which  is  cooler  in  the  tone  of  its  loyalty  and 
shows  a  real  or  (as  Mr.  Brcslcr  thinks)  pretended 
anxiety  about  indemnities  for  the  pa.st  and  guaran- 
tees for  the  future,  which  is  not  a  too  hopeful  augury. 
It  is  not  unlikely  that  Woyer,  the  French  emissary, 
who  was  busy  amongst  them  in  these  insurrectionary 
movements,  had  been  filling  their  heads  with  stories 
of  press-gangs  for  the  British  navy,  the  aristocratic 
rigour  of  British  law  and  discipline,  and  other  things 
of  that  nature,  to  which  their  suspicious  minds  were 
but  too  ready  to  listen.  There  is  something  curious 
in  the  semi-legal,  laboriously  studied  character  of  the 
language  by  which  they  seek  to  guard  themselves 
against  the  fancied  resentment  of  the  Government, 
or,  particularly,  of  the  Cape  Dutch  officials.  The 
main  purport  of  the  letter,  however,  is  contained  in 
its  concluding  part,  in  which  the  burghers  ask  leave 
to  make  a  retaliatory  raid  against  the  Kaffirs,  and   /r> 
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occupy  new  lands  beyond  the  Fish  River,  the  boundary 
between  the  Colony  and  the  Kaffir  tribes : — 

We  request  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  ...  to  enable 
us  to  go  and  fetch  back  such  c/ittle  belonging  to  the  aforesaid 
poor  inhabitants  as  is  still  in  the  Kaffir  country,  in  order  to 
restore  the  same  to  the  lawful  owners. 

And  we  further  beg  leave  most  humbly  to  request  your 
Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  allow  u^  to  occupy  another  tract 
of  land,  situated  on  the  other  side  of  the  (ircat  Fish  River 
unto  the  Koonab  (or,  if  it  could  be,  unto  the  Kat  River),  m 
order  that  not  only  those  who  dwell  too  near  each  other  may 
thereby  be  enabled  to  enlarge  their  business  of  breeding  cattle, 
but  also  those  who  have  not  yet  got  any  ph  je,  and  who  are 
still  obliged  to  dwell  with  others,  may  likewise  thereby  be 
enabled  to  obtain  one,  and  thus  to  forward  their  business. 

There  were  other  requests  also  for  a  landdrost  in 
.sympathy  with  their  views,  and  not  Mr.  Hresler,  and 
for  the  appointment  of  Heemraden  from  a  list 
chosen  by  themselves— requests  reasonable  enough 
in  ordinary  times  and  settled  dii:tricts,  but  hardly 
e.xijedient  to  grant  in  the  present  condition  of 
Graaff-Reinct. 

Their  letter  was  handed  by  General  Craig  to 
Mr.  Hreslcr,  whose  comments  on  it  are  given  in  a 
long  letter  to  the  general.  {Records,  1793-6,  p.  497.) 
The  sum  of  his  criticism  is  this,  that  the  magistrates 
who  conducted  the  retaliatory  e.vpcdition  against  the 
Kaffirs  in  1793  could  get  no  accurate  account  at  the 
time  from  the  burghers  of  their  loss.s,  only  a 
general  statement    that  the    number  of  cattle  taken 
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from  them  collectively  was  65,357  '<  while  the 
census  returns  cjiven  in  by  the  same  burghers  for 
that  year  gave  the  number  of  cattle  they  possessed 
as  8,004.  Mr.  Hresler  considers  their  compensation 
was  fairly  adcqu.ite,  that  there  is  plenty  of  un- 
occupied land  in  the  Zuurveld,  and  tliat  their  desire 
for  the  Kat  River  territory  simply  means  a  desire  to 
get  far  enough  from  the  magistrate's  supervision! 
to  raid  the  Kaffirs  and  carry  on  an  illicit  trade. 

In  his  reply  General  Craig  assured  the  burghers 
of  complete  indemnity  for  the  past,  suspended  the 
collection  of  arrears  of  rent  (eventually  they  were 
acquitted  of  them),  but  emphatically  forbade  any 
thoughts  of  a  raid  on  the  Kaffirs  or  of  occupying 
the  territory  on  the  other  side  of  the  Great  Fish 
River.  "  With  what  face,"  he  writes,  "  can  you  ask 
of  i.-.o  to  allow  you  to  occupy  lands  which  belong 
to  other  people  ?  what  right  can  I  have  to  give  you 
the  property  of  others?  and  what  blessing  or  pro- 
tection could  I  expect  from  God  were  I  to  cause 
or  even  to  encourage  such  a  gross  and  glaring  act  of 
injustice?  Should  I  not,  in  every  view  of  morality 
and  religion,  be  responsible  for  every  life  that 
would  be  lost  in  .such  a  contest,  &c.,  &c.  ?  "  Since 
the  boundary  line  between  the  colony  and  the  Kaffirs 
had  been  fixed  in  1780  at  the  Great  Fish  River. 
General  Craig  was  no  doubt  riG;ht  in  refusing  the 
farmers'  request  to  be  allowed  to  occupy  the  lands  at 
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the  Koonnb  and  Kat  Rivers,  a  rich  and  beautiful 
tract,  afterwards  the  subject  of  much  dispute ;  it 
would  have  brought  him  into  collision  with  the  great 
Kaffir  tribe  under  Gaika,  whose  authority  extended 
over  this  region.  Hut  the  men  of  Hruintjes  Iloogte 
would  hardly  appreciate  either  his  delicacy  or  his 
policy.  The  di.strict  it.self  was  at  this  time  sparsely 
inhabited,  and  Gaika  him.self  had  no  very  ancient  rights 
in  it.  However,  the  matter  ended  here  for  the  time, 
especially  as  all  hopes  of  a  successful  insurrection  dis- 
appeared soon  after  with  the  capture  of  the  fFansJi;  a 
vessel  loaded  with  guns  and  ammunition  which  the 
revolutionary  agent,  Woyer,  had  persuaded  the  Dutch 
Governor  at  Hatavia  to  sei'd  to  the  burghers  of  Graaff- 
Reinet. 

We  see  then  the  administrative  and  political 
problems  the  British  Government  had  fallen  heir  to 
in  Cape  Colony.  The  difificulty  lay  nearly  a!l  in 
one  region,  the  eastern  frontier  of  the  colony  at  the 
Fish  River.  Up  to  1770  the  advance  of  the  colonists 
eastward  along  the  coast  had  been  easy  amidst  thinly 
scattered  and  decaying  clans  of  the  Hottentots;  but 
at  the  I'ish  River  they  encountered  a  formidable 
barrier  in  the  shape  of  the  great  Kaffir  race,  them- 
selves advancing  from  tiie  east,  and  the  cjuestion  of 
expansion  became  one  vhich  meant  fierce  wa.fare 
with  powerful  tribes,  .md  included  questions  of 
morality  and   juris[)rudence,   all  the   gniver  that  the 
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Kaffirs  were  a  highly  organised  race,  living  under 
tribal  government  and  a  well  established  system 
of  laws. 

The  difficulty  was  increased  for  the  British  Govern- 
ment by  the  intractable  nature  of  the  frontier  Boer. 
Long  contact  with  the  native  races  had  made  him 
suspicious  and  somewhat  treacherous.  Laws  and 
taxes  seemed  to  him  only  so  many  subtle  devices  for 
overreaching  him  ;  and  as  he  was  accustomed  on  his 
solitary  farm  to  be  a  law  to  himself  in  all  that  he  did 
he  could  hardly  be  brought  to  submit  to  the  law  of 
the  State  when  that  did  not  agree  with  his  own 
notions  of  things. 

With  the  arrival  of  Lord  Macartney  in  May  1797, 
General  Craio-'s  provisional  governorship  came  to  an 
end.  The  general  had  had  some  hopes  indeed  of 
obtaining  himself  the  official  position  of  Governor, 
the  duties  of  which,  especially  the  peaceful  adminis- 
trative ones,  he  thinks  would  be  congenial  to  him  ; 
"  the  country  is  so  open  to  improvement  "  (he  writes  to 
Secretary  Dundas),  "  that  it  would  furnish  in  time  of 
peace  exactly  that  species  of  employment  which  is, 
of  all  others,  the  most  congenial  to  my  mind."  It  is 
good,  he  thinks,  after  years  of  war  and  arms,  to  spend 
one's  sober  years  in  works  of  peace  and  progress,  and 
he  learns  with  regret  that  it  is  the  decision  of  his 
Majesty's  Ministers  to  send  out  a  Civil  Governor, 
"  which  puts  an  end  to  every  hope  I  haii  formed."    He 
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departed  with  the  esteem,  as  Dr.  Theal  admits,  of  the 
colonists,  and  received  due  honours  from  the  Govern- 
ment, being  made  a  Knight  of  the  Bath,  with  a  high 
appointment  on  the  Bengal  Staff.  In  after  years  his 
ambition  to  devote  himself  to  peaceful  arts  and  the 
business  of  colonial  administration  was  gratified  by 
his  being  sent  out  as  Governor  to  Canada.  Perhaps 
when  there  he  often  looked  back  with  regret  to  the 
peaceful  life  of  a  Licutenant-General. 
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IV 

The   Hushman    Race— The    Racial  CDnflict  on  the  Northern 
Frontier-Van  Jaarsveld's  Commando  at  tlic  Zcekoe  River. 

It  was  not  only  on  the  eastern  frontier  that  a 
savage  warfare  existed  between  the  Boers  and  the 
natives.  A  still  more  relentless  struggle  had  been 
going  on  for  years  along  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  colony,  from  the  Roggeveld  ranges  to  the  moun- 
tains of  Sneeuwberg  and  Tarka.  A  pigmy  rare  of 
savages,  called  by  the  Dutch  colonists  BosjcsiiMus  or 
Bushmen,  lived  in  those  parts,  wandering  in  loose 
bands  over  the  desert,  or  occupying  caverns  in  the 
mountains  north  of  the  Sneeuwberg.  They  had  some 
points  of  resemblance  to  the  Hottentots,  but  were  of  a 
lower  race,  with  a  tendency  to  deformities  of  person, 
which  may  have  been  due  to  the  extreme  wretched- 
ness of  their  condition,  living  as  they  did  in  crannies 
of  the  rocks  or  crouching  naked,  as  Thompson  saw 
them,  under  thorn-bushes  for  shelter  against  the  night 
winds.  They  were  a  feeble  race  physically,  their 
chief  weapon  a  diminutive  arrow,  poisoned  at  the  tip, 
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but  they  were  active  and  tireless  of  f„ot,  and  had 
more  than  the  usual  dexterity  of  the  savage  in  con- 
ceahng  their  advance  or  retreat.  To  get  at  them  at 
all  the  Hocr  commandos  had  to  take  them  either  by 
■surprise  or  treachery.  Their  subsistence  was  pre- 
carious even  for  .savages  ;  at  times  they  managed  to  kill 
wild  gamr.  when  that  was  abundant,  and  then  there  was 
a  feast  from  which  they  never  ro.se  till  their  stomachs 
became  grotesque  protuberances  on  their  emaciated 
figures  ;  but  most  of  the  time  they  had  nothing  to 
eat  but  wild  roots,  locusts  and  the  larva;  of  insects. 

Pringle,  Philip  and  others  assert  that  this  miserable 
race  was  at  one  time  a  pa.storal  people,  living  in  com- 
parative ease  at  least  on  the  produce  of  their  flocks 
and  herds.-     Hut  as  the  Dutch  colonists  increa.sed  in 
number  and  spread  over  the  interior,  this  feeble  race 
without  any  tribal  organisation,  was  gradually  driven 
from  its  pasture  grounds  where  subsistence  was  easy 
to  the  desert  and  the  mountains.     There  the   Bush- 
man was  forced  to  dig  roots  for  a  subsistence,  and 
when  that  failed  him  to  steal  sheep  and  cattle  from 
the  Boer.     There  were  numbers  of  tame  Bushmen 
however,  as  they  were  called,  who  accepted  .service' 
with   the   farmer   and    looked    after    his     herds,    in 
return  for  their  food  and  a  little  tobacco.     In   1775 
the  Swedish  naturalist,  Sparrman,  .saw  many  of  them 
living  thus,  contentedly  enough,  amongst  the  farmers 
'  Philip's  Researches  in  South  A/rUa,  vol.  11.  p.  2. 
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of  the  Lange  Kloof  district.  He  states  that  it  was  a 
common  thing  th';n  for  the  Boers  to  mal<e  up  a  party 
for  the  capture  of  Bushmen  to  serve  on  their  farms,' 
and  a  Hottentot  whom  he  met  in  the  same  district 
had  three  Hushwomen  and  their  children  in  his 
custody  whom  he  was  taking  "  home  to  his  master 
for  slaves."  In  the  north-eastern  parts,  particularly 
about  Camdeboo  and  the  Snceuwbcrg,  the  mountain 
Bushmen,  who  had  the  worst  character  as  plunderers, 
were  pursued  and  exterminated,  Sparrman  says,  like 
wild  beasts.^ 

It  seems  to  be  clear  that  about  the  year  1770  this 
warfare  between  the  Boers  and  the  Bu.shmen  had 
assumed  larger  dimensions  and  a  more  relentless 
ch.iracter.  Before  that  time,  according  to  both 
B.irrow  and  Thompson,  the  Bushmen  were  ac- 
cui'tomed  to  come  openly  into  the  colony  begging, 
sometimes  pilfering,  but  "  they  never  attempted  the  life 
of  any  one"  But  in  the  year  mentioned  the  Dutch 
Government  seems  to  have  made  up  its  mind  for  a 
decidt  (1  policy  of  aggressive  defence,  or,  some  might 
call  it,  expansion  on  the  northern  frontier.  A  com- 
mandant-general was  appointed  for  the  border ;  a 
great  commando  took  the  field  in  three  divisions,  the 
whole  country  along  the  great  northern  ranges  was 
scoured,  ■  nd  the  reports  given  in  by  the  commander 

'  .S i!i,i,i.  Voyage  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  \a\.'\.f.  201. 

'  I'i.,  p.  198. 
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stated  that  five  hundred  Hushmen  were  shot  and 
over  two  hundred  made  prisoners,  the  latter  no 
doubt  mostly  women  and  children,  who  were,  Dr. 
Theal  says,  "  apprenticed  to  the  farmers  for  a  term 
of  years."  One  European  was  shot  during  the 
operations. 

It  was  this  custom  of  curryintj  their  wives  and 
children  into  captivity,  Harrow  says,  "  which  rankled 
most  in  the  breasts  of  the  Bushmen  and  excited  them 
to   fierce  retaliations  on  the  Boer  farmers  and  the 
Hottentots  who  served  them  as  scouts."     One  can  see, 
too,  that  the  custom  was  a  great  temptation  to  the 
farmers,    especially    in    later    years,     when    slaves 
ceased  to  be  imported  and  the  supply  of  Hottentot 
herdsmen    grew    scarce.      The    Bushman   with   his 
slender   arrow   could  do  little  against  the  mounted 
Boer   and  his  great  roer  in  the  open  field,  but  his 
stealthy  approach  might  take  a  single    victim    un- 
awares.    In  the  more  remote  and  exposed  districts  of 
the  Sneeuwberg  and  Tarka  the  farmer  could   hardly 
gather  a  few  vegetables  in  his  garden  or  venture   five 
hundred  yards  from  his  house  without  his  gun. 

On  the  other  side  commandos  became  frequent 
and  sanguinary,  and  the  names  of  the  veld-com- 
mandants on  the  northern  border.  Van  dcr  Walt 
Van  Jaarsveld,  Nel  and  Van  Wyck  would  be  famous' 
m  the  annals  of  this  savage  warfare,  if  any  one,  even 
Dr.  Theal,  cared    to   record   its  details.     It  was,  of 
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course,  man-hunting  rather  than  fighting.  Here  is 
one  day's  work  out  of  a  hundred  such  in  those 
years,  that  of  an  expedition  to  the  Zeekoe  River 
(near  modern  Colcaberg)  in  1775  ""der  Van  Jaars- 
veld,  extracted  from  his  own  report  to  the  Landdrost 
of  Stellenbosch  :— 

August  loth.— Proceeded  from  Blauwe-Bank  along  the  river 
about°two  hours,  with  the  whole  commando,  to  a  place  called  by 
us  Keerom,  whence,  the  manners  of  the  natives  being  known  to 
me  by  experience,  I  despatched  the  same  evening  some  spies  to 
lilauwe-Dank  to  learn  whether  the  Bushmen  were  not  with  the 
sea-cows  [wiuA  the  Boers  had  shot  and  left  to  entice  the  Bush- 
men'] ;  for  they  will  always  assemble  in  the  night  where  they 
know  something  is  to  be  had. 

About  midnight  the  spies  returned,  saying  they  had  seen  a 
great  number  of  Bushmen  there,  when  1  immediately  repaired 
thither  with  the  commando,  waiting  till  day-break,  which  soon 
appeared  ;  and  having  divided  the  commando  into  parties,  we 
slew  the  thieves  [/'««  Jaarsveld  uses  the  term  here  quite 
^enerically  as  a  synonym  for  Bushmen],  and  on  searching, 
'found  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  dead  ;  five  escaped  by 
swimming  across  the  river. 

After  counting  the  slain,  we  examined  their  goods,  to  see 
whether  anything  could  be  found  whereby  it  might  be  ascer- 
tained that  they  were  plunderers  j  when  ox-hides  and  horns 
were  found,  which  they  were  carrying  with  them  for  daily  use. 

Pages  of  such  reports  might  be  quoted,  but  that 
one,  as  it  stands,  is  perfect  and  convincing  as  to  the 
character  of  this  warfare  with  the  Bushmen.  Indeed 
the  Boer,  even  when  he  was  in  other  respects  a  just 
and  excellent  man,  could  see  no  more  harm  in 
shooting  Bushmen  than  if  they  were  so  many  rabbits. 
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A  few  days  before  Barrow  set  out  from  Capetown  on 
his  journey  to  the  interior  a  Boer  who  had  just  come 
in  from  Graaf-Reinet  called  at  the  secretary's  office. 
He  was  asked  if  he  had  found  the  savages  numerous 
or  troublesome  on  the  road,  and  "  replied  he  had  only 
shot  four,  with  as  much  composure  and  indifference 
as  if  he  had  been  speaking  of  four  partridges." 

Up  to  the  time  of  the  British  occupation  in  1795 
commandos  were  frequently  out  against  the  Bush- 
men, and  whole  kraals  of  them  were  exterminated.' 
Nevertheless  at  this  period  the  Boers  were  not  able 
to  crush  the  Bushmen  entirely.  On  the  approach 
of  a  commando  they  generally  managed,  if  not  taken 
by  surprise,  to  retire  to  inaccessible  deserts  or  moun- 
tain passes  where  the  Boers  could  not  always  get 
at  them ;  and  in  the  north-eastern  corner  of  the 
colony  they  were  able  at  this  time  to  hold  their 
ground  and  even  forced  the  farmers  to  withdraw 
from  the  lands  they  occupied  north  of  the  Zeekoe 
River,  and  from  parts  of  the  Sneeuwberg  and  Tarka. 
It  is  at  this  period  that  Pringlc's  Song  of  the  Wild 
Bushman  may  have  its  modicum  of  truth,  after 
removing  the  fine  varnish  of  the  Campbell  style : — 

The  countless  springboks  are  my  flock, 

Spread  o'er  the  unbounded  plain  ; 
The  buffalo  bendeth  to  my  yoke. 

The  wild-horse  to  my  rein. 


Sec  list  of  commandos,  Philip's  Researches,  vol.  i.  jip.  43-53. 
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My  yoke  is  the  quivcrint;  assegai, 
My  rein  the  tough  bow-string  ; 

My  bridle-curb  is  r»  slender  barb, 
Yet  it  quells  the  forest  king. 


Thus  I  am  lord  of  the  Desert  Land, 

And  I  will  not  leave  my  bounds, 
To  crouch  beneath  the  Christian's  hands, 

And  kennel  with  his  hounds  : 
To  be  a  hound  and  watch  the  flocks, 

For  the  cruel  White  Man's  gain. 
No  !  the  brown  Serpent  of  the  Rocks 

His  den  doth  yet  retain  ; 
Ai  '  none  who  there  his  sting  provokes, 

Shall  finij  its  poison  vain  ! 

The  Bushmen,  wretched  as  their  condition  was, 
seem  to  have  had  faculties  not  incapable  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  in  the  matter  of  artistic  talent  at  least  they 
stood  higher  than  any  of  the  races  around  them.  The 
sides  of  the  caverns  where  they  lived  were  frequently 
scrawled  over  with  drawings  of  antelopes,  ostriches, 
baboons,  and  other  :\nimals,  which  Barrow  and  other 
travellers  consider  were  executed  with  much  spirit 
and  a  true  perception  of  what  was  characteristic  in 
the  object.  Thompson  also  notes  their  talent  for 
mimicry  and  readiness  to  take  off  in  this  way  any- 
thing ludicrous  they  saw  in  the  attitudes  of  the  Boers 
or  of  English  soldiers.  The  Boer  thought  the  Bush- 
man little  better  than  the  baboon,  but  perhaps  the 
latter  took  his  revenge  in  some  Aristophanic  click- 
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clacking  in  the  caves  above  Tarka.  The  h'ttle 
savages  were  surprisingly  cheerful  in  their  wretched- 
ness, and  would  often  dance  the  whole  night  long 
in  the  moonlight  to  the  sound  of  their  ramaakie 
or  guitar. 

Robert  Moffat,  the  missionary,  who  knew  the  race 
well  and  gives  a  very  complete  and  candid  account  of 
them  in  Labours  and  Scenes  in  Soul/iern  Africa 
(pp.  46-54),  says  of  them  that  "degraded  as  they 
really  are,  they  can  be  kind  and  hospitable  too; 
faithful   to   their   charge,   grateful   for   favours,   and 

susceptible  of  kindness." "It  is  also   habitual 

with  them,"  he  adds,  "on  receiving  the  smallest 
portion  of  food,  to  divide  it  with  their  friends  .... 
and  a  hungry  mother  will  not  unfrequently  give 
what  she  may  receive  to  her  emaciated  children, 
without  tasting  it  herself." 

But  few  virtues  could  be  expected  of  a  peopk  10 
were  hunted  and  tracked  like  wild  beasts  to  their 
lairs,  and  who  mostly  hid  in  their  caverns  by  day, 
issuing  only  at  night  in  search  of  something  to  eat. 
Unless  a  Bushman  were  caught  young  it  was  rarely 
that  much  could  be  done  with  him.  The  labours  of 
the  first  missionary  amongst  them,  Mr.  Kicherer,  seem 
to  have  had  very  little  result,  and  those  of  the  philan- 
thropic Boers,  Vischer  and  Botma,  who  tried  to  con- 
tinue his  work,  less  still.  But  the  missions  established 
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amongst  them  some  years  afterwards  at  Troverberg 
and  Hephzibah  were  more  successful  according  to  the 
well-known  report  of  the  Rev.  A.  Faure  of  Graaff- 
Reinet,  which  is  quoted  in  most  of  the  missionary 
literature  of  that  period.^ 

1  See  Moffat's  Labours,  already  quoted,  p.  51.    Also  Thomp- 
son's Travels,  vol.  i.,  p.  405- 


Lord  Macartney's  Administration— Reforms  and  Progress 
under  British  Rule— The  "Jacobin  Party"  at  the  Cape 
— Sir  George  Yonge. 

Lord  Macartney,  the  first  titular  Governor  at  the 
Cape,  brought  out  with  him  the  final  instructions  of 
the  British  Government  for  the  administration  of  the 
colony.  He  was  a  high-spirited  and  courteous  Irish- 
man, with  a  pride  that  was  almost  vanity  in  the  purity 
and  rectitude  of  his  conduct  in  high  offices.  But  he 
was  a  man  of  great  ability  and  large  experience  in 
the  higher  departments  of  administration.  It  was 
for  these  reasons  no  doubt  that  the  veteran  proconsul, 
now  well  on  in  years,  was  specially  chosen  by  the 
Home  Government  to  define  and  carry  out  its  economic 
and  financial  policy  in  South  Africa.  His  instruction.s 
are  contained  in  a  lengthy  document  given  in  the 
Records,  and  are  worth  reading  as  a  proof  of  the  very 
liberal  spirit  in  which  the  British  Government  meant 
to  deal  with  its  new  possession.  In  particular,  it  is 
prescribed  to  Lord  Macartney,  "  that  you  do,  without 
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delay,  afford  our  subjects  at  the  said  settlement  such 
relief  from  the  fiscal  oppressions  under  which  they 
now  labour,  as  you  shall  judge  expedient,  and  par- 
ticularly by  abolishing  monopolies,  pre-emptions,  and 
exclusive  privileges,  and  prohibitions  and  restraints  to 
the  free  exercise  of  their  industry,  either  in  agriculture, 
manufactures, or  other  pursuits  of  interior  commerce." 

{Records,  1 796- 1 799,  P-  '•) 

In  conformity  with  these  instructions,  the  old  mon- 
opolies and  restrictions  on  trade,  the  exorbitant  taxes 
imposed  for  the  privilege  of  selling  any  kind  of  pro- 
vision to  the  shipping  were  finally  abolished,  and  in- 
ternal trade   and   coasting   became   practically   free. 
Goods  from  any  part  of  the  British  dominions  might 
be  imported  free  of  duty  in  British  ships.'     All  vessels 
of  friendly  Powers  were  allowed  to  trade  with  the 
Cape  on  paying  a  duty  of  five  per  cent,  on  the  British 
goods   they  brought,  and  ten  per  cent,  on    foreign 
goods.     The  trade  to  the  East  of  the  Cape,  however, 
was    allowed   to    be   carried   on   only   by  the   ships 
of  the   East    India   Company,  or   ships   which   had 
received  their  license.     And  in  the  mntter  of  internal 
trade,  the   Governor  was    obliged   to   do  what   had 
always  been  done,  to  fix  a  price  (always  a  fair  one)  on 
the  produce  required  for  his  large  garrison,  otherwise 
with  a  limited  supply,  and  no  resources  nearer  than 

>  This  permission,  allowing  a  freedom  of  trade  most  unusu.il 
at  that  time,  was  in  1802  restricted  to  British  ports. 
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India  and  Knj;land,  he  would  have  been  at  the  mercy 
of  speculators.  But  all  this  represented  very  liberal 
ideas  of  trade  for  that  time,  and  was  a  great  improve- 
ment on  the  times  when  the  interior  and  the  foreign 
trade  alike  were  under  heavy  restrictions,  and  carried 
on  only  by  special  privilege  or  connivance. 

As  a  consequence  of  these  reforms  the  returns 
exhibit  a  great  growth  of  commerce  at  this  period, 
although  the  exports  bear  an  unusually  small  propor- 
tion to  the  imports  on  account  of  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  the  colony,  nearly  all  its  produce  being 
absorbed  by  the  Capetown  market  in  the  way  of 
supplies  to  the  garrison  and  shipping.  The  addi- 
tional taxes  had  been  imposed,  jet  the  revenue, 
which  in  the  last  year  of  the  Dutch  government  had 
been  about  iJao.ooo,  roie  in  1797  to  ;£'40,cxx),  and  in 
1798  to  over  £(jO,0CX).  In  1801  it  had  risen  to 
;{;^90,ooo.  The  foreign  shipping  calling  at  the  Cape, 
mainly  American,  Danish  and  Portuguese,  with  a 
few  Swedish  and  Prussian  vessels,  being  allowed  to 
trade  as  freely  as  British  ships,  and  there  being  now 
no  monopoly  in  the  sale  of  provisions,  this  traffic, 
which  had  almost  died  away  latterly  under  Dutch 
rule,  became  a  great  source  of  profit  to  the  colonists. 
(See  Barrow,  vol.  ii,  p.  183.)  During  the  same  period 
I  find  from  a  list  of  prices  in  the  Records  that  the 
value  of  the  farmer's  pioduce,  his  corn,  mutton,  beef, 
butter,   &c.,   had    doubled,   while   the    price  of   the 
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imports  he  was  most  in  need  of,  such  as  tea,  coffee, 
siitjar,  cottons,  &c.,  was  much  cheaper  owinj;  to  the 
increased  facihties  of  trade.'  The  matter  of  the 
rent  due  by  the  farmers  to  the  State  was  also 
set, led  by  Lord  Macartney  in  a  liberal  wa>',  by  a 
proclamation  which  acquitted  the  farmers  of  the  most 
distressed  districts  of  all  arrears  of  rent,  in  many 
cases  also  allowing  them  to  stand  ren;  free  for  the 
next  six  >-cars,  and  in  some  lowering'  the  rents  to 
half  (Sec  Lord  Macartney's  instructions  to  the  land- 
drost  of  Graaff-Reinet ;  Records,  1796-1799,  p.  95.) 

In  the  Civil  Service  the  changes  made  were  of  a 
kind  which  tended  to  promote  purity  and  a  higher 
,ense  of  responsibility  amongst  the  officials,  without 
gi\  ing  offence  to  Dutch  susceptibilities  by  any  grca; 
change  of  forms.  The  Dutch  Judicature  and  Magis- 
tracy were  continued  much  on  the  old  lines,  and  in 
the  hands  of  the  .same  officials  ;  but  the  members  of 
the  Court  cf  Justice,  most  of  wnom  had  been  paid  by 
the  objectionable  practice  of  bestowing  on  them  other 
lucrative  employments,  or  privileges,  or  the  reversion 
of  such  (.see  Records,  1796- 1799,  p.  134;  also  1793- 
1796,  p.  280),  were  now  put  on  a  system  of  fixed 
salaries.  The  practice  of  torturing  slaves  and  natives, 
on  suspicion  of  crime,  and  the  infliction  of  barbarous 
forms  of  the  death  penalty  were  abolished,  not  without 
some  grumbling  on  the  part  of  the  Burgher  Senate, 
'  Records,  1793-6,  p.  238. 
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who  quoted  Dutch  and  Roman  law  in  support  of  the 
[)racticc. 

Hut  a  bare  enumeration  of  offici  I  chanties  repre- 
sents but  poorly  the  :  npression  one  gets  from  these 
records  of  a  (jood  government,  of  a  governor  who  was 
anxious  to  understand  the  needs  of  the  colony  ai  d 
to  do  his  best  for  it,  and  whose  pride  was  to  identify 
IJritish  rule  with  a  pure  and  intelligent  administration. 
The  streets,  the  wharf  and   the  fortifications,  all  of 
which  had  been  somewhat  neglected,  were   now  put 
into  good  repair.     New  water   conduits  were  made 
for  the  supply  of  Capetown,  and  the  pass  at  Hotten- 
tot's Holland,  the  great  route  to  the  eastern  parts  of 
the  colony,  was  put  info  shape,  the  first  of  .several 
gieat  undertakings  of     ,e  kind,  by  a  corps  of  engin- 
eers.     A   scientific    agriculturist,  Mr.   Duckett,   was 
also  brought  out  from  England  to  teach  the  farmers 
better  methods,  and  the  use  of  more  modern  imple- 
ments, though   the  Boers,  a  most  conservative  race, 
would  for  long  have  nothing  to  do  with  him  and  his' 
implements.     In  every  department,  indeed,  the  pains- 
taking hand  of  the  new  government  was  felt.     To 
me  it  seems  that  English  energy  and  hone^.y,  the 
steady   English    sense  of  justice  which    demands  a 
firm  but  not  a  rigorous,  and  espe-  ally  .lot  a  vengefui 
administration  of   the   law,  are  just  as  conspicuous 
in  these  early  records  a.;  they  can  be  to-day  in  India 
or  Egypt. 
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It  was  not  wholly,  I  think,  the  langua(,'i;  of  official 
com|)limL-nt  when  the  whole  of  the  Dutch  officials  at 
the  Ca|x;,  the  wartlens  of  the  Reformed  and  l.utheran 
Churches,  the  members  of  the  Hurtjher  Council,  and 
other  bodies  declared  in  a  con^iratulatory  address  to 
Georfje  I II.  in  1 800,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony 
had,  under  liritish  rule,  "  enjojed  the  most  |)erfect 
tranquillity  and  happiness,"  and  were  "  daily  increas- 
ing in  prosperity"  (Neionis,  1799-1801,  p.  296).  That 
appears  to  be  a  fair  representation  of  public  opinion 
exce|jt  at  the  disturbed  eastern  portion  of  the 
frontier,  amongst  the  farmers  of  Uruintjes  Hoogte 
and  the  Zuurveld. 

Rut  the  reader  who  expects  to  find  any  direct 
recognition  of  these  improvements  in  the  pages  of 
the  official  historian  of  South  Africa  will  be  disap- 
pointed. In  his  review  of  the  administration  of  Lord 
Macartney,  Dr.  Theal  is  not  only  silent  about  such 
general  matters  as  the  greater  security  and  increased 
value  of  property  (except,  of  course,  on  the  disturbed 
frontier  part),  and  the  larger  and  freer  market  pro- 
vided under  British  rule,  he  omits  all  reference  to  the 
removal  of  trade  restrictions,  oppressive  taxes  and 
corrupt  methods  of  levying  them,  as  if  all  that 
which  was  finally  carried  out  or  confirmed  by  Lord 
Macartney  need  not  appear  in  the  implied  com- 
parison he  is  there  making  between  British  and 
Dutch  rule. 
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TIr-  free  irule  |)romiscd  in  i;.;;  also  r.ime  Ki  an  en,  ' 
Commerce  with  places  to  (lie  casl  of  ilic  Cape  of  Oo.hI  IIojw 
ttas  restricled  lo  ihc  Kn^' sh  Kasi  Imli.i  Company,  and  heavy 
duties  were  plateil  upon  yoods  fjoni  the  westward  tmni)-\n  in 
any  but  Kntjlish  r.hips.  Uriiish  jjoods  broujjht  fr.  Ilriiish 
ports  in  liritish  ships  were  admitted  free  of  djty.  Hie  (An em- 
inent resumed  the  powei  to  put  its  own  prices  upon  farm 
produce,  and  to  compel  delivery  at  these  rates  for  all  that  was 
needed  for  the  garrison  and  ships  of  >.  fre(|uen;ing  Simon's 
Hay.  The  prices  fixed,  however,  were  fair  and  reasonable, 
and  the  burgher^  did  not  object  to  sell  at  such  rates,  though 
among  themselves  they  spoke  very  bitterly  of  the  arb'  rary 
rule  10  which  they  were  subjected.  ( /  /le  S/iny  of  the  Ntiiwns  : 
South  Africa,  p.  120.) 

I  do  not  think  that  that  paragraph  could  k  „■  the 
ordinary  reader  with  any  other  impression  than  that 
there  had  been  little  or  no  improvement  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  trade  under  British  rule,  and  that 
there  was  even  something  unusually  arbitrary  in  that 
administration,  which  caused  discontent  among  the 
burjjhers. 

It  is  true  that  in  other  parts  of  his  work  Dr.  Theal 
has  dropped  sentences  here  and  there,  in  one  place 
about  the  very  bad  system  of  ta.xation  under  the 
Dutch  Company,  in  another  about  its  pernicious 
effect  upon  the  people,  but  he  carefully  avoids 
bringing  things  together  for  a  comparison,  and  is 
thus   able  in  his  final  summary,  as  we  see,  to  leave 

'  Only  free  internal  trade  had  been  promised  by  Generals 
Clarke  and  Craig. 


% 


II 


:■!   i  .\\ 


•m  ,1 


HI 


90  HRITAIN'S  TITLE  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA  v 

the  reader  with  the  impression  that  there  was  no 
benefit  whatever,  moral  or  economic,  to  the  colonists 
in  the  change  from  Dutch  to  British  rule." 

There  is  also  at  times  the  characteristic  vice  of  the 
economist  in  Dr.  Theal's  reasoning;.     Because  Lord 
Macartney  had  not  at  his  side  a  superior  council  of 
Regency  (which  had  always  consi.sted  in  any  case  of 
Company's  officials  under  the   Governor's  control),^ 
therefore   his   rule   must  have   been    more   arbitrary 
than  that  of  a  Wilhelm  Aeiriaan  van  der  Stel,  or  a 
Cornelius  van   de   Graaff,  or  those   Dutch   commis- 
sioners who  imposed  the  obnoxious  ta.x  on  auction 
accounts.      This  kind  of  error  is  not  at  all  natural, 
however,   to  Dr.  Theal,  who  knows   very   well,  one 
can   see,  how  things  really  worked  in  the  concrete, 
did   he  care    to    state    all    he    knows.      From   the 
Records,   one    might    certainly   infer   that    the    new 
Burgher  Senate  under  British  rule  was  as  ttrong  a 
representation   of  public   opinion   as   anything   that 
existed  under  the  Dutch  governors. 

Dr.  Theal's  indictment  (it  is  hardly  less  than  that) 
of  Lord  Macartney's  rule  on  its  political  side  's  even 
harsher : 

His  administration  was  free  of  the  slightest  taint  of  corrup- 
tion, but  it  was  conducted  on  very  strict  lines.  (The  larg-r 
history  reads  "^n  the  strictest  party  lines.")     Those  colonists 

'  See  Appendix  li  for  Dr.  Theal's  latest  version. 

2  See  Van  Ryneveld's  Report,  Kecords,  1793-1796,  p.  243. 
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who  professed  to  be  attached  to  Great  Britain  were  treated 
with  favour,  while  those  who  preferred  a  republic  to  a  monarchy 
were  obhyed  to  conceal  their  opinions  or  they  were  promptly 
treated  as  guilty  of  sedition.  There  never  was  a  period  in  the 
history  of  the  country  when  there  was  less  freedom  of  speech 
than  at  this  time.  All  the  important  offices  were  given  to  men 
who  could  not  speak  the  Dutch  language,  and  who  drew  such 
large  salaries  from  the  colonial  treasury  that  there  was  little 
^ft  for  other  purposes.  An  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  king  of 
England  was  demanded  from  all  the  burghers.  Many  objected 
and  a  few  did  not  appear  when  summoned  to  take  it  The 
Governor  was  firm,  dragoons  were  quartered  upon  several  of 
those  who  were  reluctant,  and  others  were  banished  from  the 
country. 

All  that  sounds  very  formidable.     Such  sentences 
as  "  there  never  was  a  period   in  the  history  of  the 
colony  when  there  was  less  freedom  of  speech  than 
at  this  time,"  uttered  by  a  responsible  historian,  seem 
decisive.     But   every  government  must  be  tried  by 
the  standard  and  the  circumstances  of  its  own  time ; 
and  the  load  of  obloquy  which  that  sentence  seems' 
to   throw  on    Lord    Macartney's    rule    is    at    once 
materially  lightened  by  the  mere  consideration  that 
in  1798  the  very  same  thing  might  be  said,  with  even 
more  emphasis,  alike  of  France  and  Holland  under 
their  republican  governments  and  of  England  under 
its  monarchy,  and   indeed  of  every  country  where 
the  great   contest  with   the   revolutionary  ideals   of 
the    French    democracy    had    arisen.      Where    the 
government,  as  in  England,  represented  the  moder- 
ate traditions  of  constitutionalism,  the  ultra-radicals 
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were  regarded  as  Jacobins,  and  their  liberty  of 
action  and  speech  curtailed  as  dangerous  to  the 
State.  Where  the  government,  as  in  France  and 
Holland,  represented  the  new  democratic  ideals,  the 
moderate  and  conservative  parties  were  regarded  as 
dangerous  reactionaries  and  their  libjrty  of  speech 
and  action  suppressed. 

As  I  have  already  said,  the  doctrines  of  the  new 
French  democracy,  and  their  watchwords  of  liberty, 
fraternity  and  equality,  had  found  considerable 
response  amongst  th.;  colonists.  In  Capetown,  as 
well  as  in  the  outlying  districts,  there  was  what  the 
English  governors  called  a  Jacobin  party,  and  there 
is  evidence  in  the  Records  that  active  intriguing  was 
carried  on  between  that  party  and  the  agents  of  the 
French  Republic.  Two  attempts  indeed  were  made 
by  French  ships  to  land  stores  of  war  and  volunteers 
in  remote  eastern  parts  of  the  colony.  It  never 
came  to  much,  and  ultimately,  as  in  most  other 
countries,  when  the  democratic  ideals  of  France 
developed  into  the  oppressive  autocracy  of  Napoleon, 
died  a  natural  death.  Yet  at  the  time  it  naturally 
enough  alarmed  the  British  governors  and  occasioned 
some  slight  repressive  measures  on  the  part  of  Lord 
Macartney  ;  one  notorious  agitator,  who  refused  to 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  was  sent  out  of  the  coun- 
try, i  measure  which  the  Dutch  governors  had  been 
accustomed  to  use  freely  on  less  provocation.     The 
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particular  case,  however,  which  Dr.  Theal  gives  as  an 
example  of  Lord  Macartney's  severity,  is  that  of  Mr. 
Eksteen,  a  citizen  of  Capetown.  Mr.  Ekstcen,  it 
seems,  issued  cards  of  invitation  for  his  daughter's 
marriage,  which,  instead  of  having  the  usual  super- 
scription "  Mr."  were  add-essed  "  Citoyen,"  in  Revo- 
lutionary style.  Lord  Macartney  simply  called  upon 
him  to  apologise  and  give  bonds  for  good  behaviour. 
It  was  a  small  matter,  no  doubt,  but  feeling  ran  high 
in  those  days,  and  the  use  of  the  word  "  Citoven  " 
meant,  of  course,  a  profession  of  the  new  democratic 
principles,  and  was  desigi.ed  to  be  offensive  to  the 
authorities.  But  the  offender  suffered  no  personal 
injury,  and  in  the  France  of  the  same  period,  or  at 
Batavia,  under  some  Van  Imhoff,  a  similar  challenge 
to  the  authorities  might  have  cost  the  offendin" 
individual  his  life  or  his  liberty.  Here,  as  elsewhere, 
Dr.  Theal's  indictment  of  British  rule  in  South  Africa 
is  open  to  the  charge  that  it  takes  no  note  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  time,  but  criticises  by  a  standard 
of  our  own  day,  which  even  yet  is  applicable  only 
to  British  rule  and  British  ideas  of  justice  in  the 
case  of  colonics  and  dependencies. 

Dr.  Theal  makes  much  also  of  the  number  of 
Englishmen  in  the  Civil  Service,  and  the  salaries 
paid  them.  Besides  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  who 
was  also  the  commander  of  the  forces.  Lord  Macart- 
ney had  ten  Englishmen  in  the  Civil  Service  drawing 


111 


94  BRITAIN'S  TITLE  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA  v 

salaries  which  amounted  altogether  to  about  i:ii,ooo. 
The  heaviest  item  was  the  salary  of  Lord  Macartney 
himself,  who,  as  an  old  and  experienced  pro-consul, 
received  ^12,000,  including  table-money.  It  was 
about  double  what  the  Dutch  governors  had  re- 
ceived.  But  they  had  had  large  perquisites,  farms 
and  country  houses  being  kept  up  for  them  by 
the  Company,  sometimes  unwittingly,  it  is  true, 
and  their  household  expenses,  including  servants 
and  horses,  paid.  Like  the  other  officials  too,  their 
salaries  were  partly  paid  by  allowing  them  to  collect 
certain  taxes  or  fees,  so  that  I  suspect  the  Eng- 
lish governor's  establishment  did  not  really  cost  the 
colony  much  more,  while  the  revenue  under  Lord 
Macartney  being  double  what  it  had  been  under 
the  old  Dutch  Company,  was  better  able  to 
bear  it.^ 

Lord  Macartney  had  been  sent  out  as  one  of  the 
most  experienced  of  Britain's  high  officials  to  put 
the  affairs  of  the  colony  on  their  new  basis.  Having 
performed  his  work  and  finding  the  climate  of  Africa 
trying  to  a  constitution  somewhat  weakened  by  years 
and  disease,  he  resigned  his  appointment  and  left  the 
colony  in  November,  1798. 

'  Captain  Percival  states  positively,  and  gives  figures  to  show, 
that  the  Dutch  establishment  was  greater  in  numbers  than  the 
English  one,  and  more  costly  when  all  was  told.  See  his  book 
Account  of  the  Cafie  of  Good  Hope,  p.  325.  See  also  on  this 
pomt  Wilberforce  Bird,  p.  141. 
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Unfortunately,  the  British  Government  was  not  so 
happy  in  the  choice  of  a  successor.     The  lot  fell  on 
Sir  George  Yonge,  whose  record,  while  it  may  not  be 
quite  so  bad  as  Dr.  Theal  makes  out,  is  certainly  far 
from  clear.     He  is  decidedly  the  black  sheep  in  the 
list  of  the  British  Governors  of  Cape  Colony.      Sir 
George  was  a  high-going,  magnificent,  free-handed 
sort  of  man,  always  ready  to  enter  upon  extensive 
improvements,    new     barracks,    great    experimental 
farms,  a  fine  botanic  garden,  fountains  and  fish-ponds 
for  Government   House,  and  such  like   things.     He 
spent  his  table  allowance  also,  freely,  and  gave  the 
first    public    ball    at     Capetown,    350    guests,    and 
dancing  till  four  in  the  morning.     "  I  found  it  gave 
general  satisfaction,"  he  reports  to  the  Home  authori- 
ties.    So  being  in  want  of  money,  he  imposed,  con- 
trary to  the  articles  of  capitulation,  some  new  taxes 
on   grain   and   timber,   new   licenses   on    game    and 
billiard-tables,  which    were    naturally  considered    as 
grievances  by  the  inhabitants.     In  a  rash  way  also 
'le  granted  contracts  for  supplying  the  government 
with  cattle  and  for  cutting  timber  under  conditions 
which   virtually   made    them    monopo!ie.s.      He    ap- 
pointed new  commissioners  for  the  supervision  of  the 
government  woodlands,  tasters  of  wine  and   brandy, 
&c.     In  most  of  these  things  his  intentions  seem  to 
have  been  good,  to  prevent,  namely,  the  Government 
from  being  imposed  upon  by  a  combination  of  cattle- 
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breeders,  to  encourage  Mr.  Duckett,  the  scientific 
farmer  whom  the  British  Government  had  sent  out 
for  the  improvement  of  Cape  agriculture,  to  secure  a 
decent  quality  of  wine  for  the  troops  and  so  forth. 
On  the  whole  the  report  of  the  commission  appointed 
to  inquire  into  his  doings  acquits  him  of  any  personal 
share  in  corruption. 

But  certain  members  of  his  family,  who  occu- 
pied confidential  posts  at  Government  House,  made 
a  bad  use  of  their  position  to  secure  for  them- 
selves some  of  these  new  offices  and  to  further 
applications  for  concessions  and  contracts  on  the 
understanding  that  they  should  receive  a  percentage 
of  the  profits.  Sir  George  seems  to  have  placed 
too  much  faith  in  their  representations,  and  lent 
himself  in  a  careless  way  at  least  to  their  scheiTies  ; 
a  rash,  free-handed,  profuse  man,  and  too  indulgent 
to  his  friends,  but  not  himself  corrupt  or  a  profit- 
seeker.  He  writes  to  Lord  Hobart  that  he  returns 
from  the  colony  a  much  poorer  man  than  he  came 
to  it.  Dr.  Theal  compares  his  rule  to  the  wor<!t  days 
of  Van  de  Graalif  and  the  Dutch  governors  ;  but  the 
Records  show  that  within  the  administration  itself, 
in  the  persons  of  the  English  officials  and  the  naval 
captains  on  the  station,  there  existed  a  decided  check 
on  anything  like  open  corruption  (see  the  case  of 
Mr.  Jessup,  chief-searcher  of  customs.  Records,  r/gg- 
1801,  page  161).     Sir  George  was  recalled,  not  slowly 
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nor  with  hijrh  honours  like  Governor  Van  de  Graaff, 
but  in  disgrace,  on  the  first  hint  the  Home  Govern- 
ment received  of  maladministration.  Readers  will 
find  ^he  extent  of  his  delinquencies  impartially 
stated  by  the  Commission  of  Inquiry,  Records, 
March  i6,  1802. 
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Arlriaan  \'an  jaarsveld's  Insurrection  The  Kaf.ir  Raids  of 
1799-  The  Government's  Border  I'olicy— Bruintjes  Hooyte 
revolts  again— ("teneral  Dundas  and  Honoratus  Maynier— 
Commando  a^iainst  the  Kaffirs  Death  of  Tjaart  Van  der 
WaU. 

It  was  during  the  administration  of  Sir  George  Yonge 
that  the  second  insurrection  of  the  Boers  of  Graaf- 
Reinet  against  British  rule  took  place.  From  a 
r-ariety  of  causes,  which  I  have  already  spoken  of  in 
a  previous  chapter,  that  district  had  not  settled  down 
so  readily  as  the  rest  of  the  colony.  The  most  tur- 
bulent spirits  of  the  colony  were  congregated  there, 
genuine  frontier  ruffians  like  Cocnraad  du  Buys  and 
his  gang,  who  were  constantly  mi.xed  uji  in  Kaffir 
squabbles  and  intrigues  for  the  sake  of  spoil,  and 
from  passing  much  of  their  lives  in  the  Kaffir  kraals 
had  fallen  into  many  of  the  ways  of  these  savages. 
Being  so  far  away  from  Capetown  also,  the  district 
had  continued  to  be  a  kind  of  centre  for  intrigues 
with  French  agents  and  the  Dutch  governors  in  the 
East  Indies.     Preparations  had  actually  been   made 
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for  the  landing  of  French  volunteers  and  ammunition 
in  Algoii  Hay,  in  ofd  of  a  general  rising  which  was 
to  take  place  in  the  eastern  districts  of  the  colony. 
It  was  expected,  too,  that  Du  Buys  and  Jan  Botha, 
the  leading  spirits  of  that  particularly  lawless  gang  I 
have  mentioned,  would  be  able  to  induce  the  great 
chief  Gaika,  rnd  perhaps  also  the  Kaffir  tribes  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Fish  River,  to  join  in  the  rising.' 

N. '  doubt  the  real  cause  of  their  disaffection  was 
the  refusal  of  the  British  Governors  to  allow  therr.  to 
cross  the  boundary  of  the  Fish  Kiver  and  take  pos- 
sessior  of  the  Kaffir  country  "  as  far  as  the  Kat 
River  and  even,  if  it  might  be,  unto  the  Koonap." 
That  fertile  district,  the  garden  of  Kaffirland,  was  a 
constant  temptation  to  the  Boers  of  Bruintjes 
Hoogte,  who  hod  already  taken  up  some  "  places  "  in 
the  district  when  they  were  recalled  by  Lord  Macart- 
ney. That  Governor  had  also  positively  prohibited 
all  ordinary  intercourse  between  the  colonists  and 
the  Kaffirs,  with  a  view  of  putting  a  stop  to  the 
constant  quarrelling  and  raiding  between  them,  and 
had  thus  made  the  illicit  trade  in  cattle  more  diffi- 
cult.2     Whatever  tlie  cause  was,  the  insurrection  was 

'  See  Kiscal  v;in  Rliyneveld's  Investigation  and  Report, 
Records,  1799-1801,  p.  284. 

''  For  Lord  Macartney's  frontier  policy,  see  Records,  1796 — 9, 
p.  95.  It  is  just  and  humane  in  spirit,  but  without  specific 
provisions. 
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procipitatcil  by  an  iiiciilciil  which  throws  a  vory  clear 
light  on  the  ililTicuhics  the-  GovcriunLMit  had  to  cope 
with  in  that  region. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  burghers  in  the  Graaff- 
Reinet  district,  a  Heemraad  oc  local  councillor  and  a 
commandant  in  the  field,  was  Adriaan  van  Jaarsveld. 
His  career  may  be  taken  as  a  fair  specimen  of  the 
life  of  a  frontier  Uoer.  In  his  earlier  days  he  had 
owned  a  farm  north,  in  the  Sneenwberfj  Mountains, 
and  had  led  many  a  commando  against  the  Hiishmen 
in  these  parts,  sometimes  surprising  and  exterminat- 
ing whole  camps  of  them.  Hut  in  these  days  the 
Bushmen  were  still  able  to  hold  on  to  their  dens  in 
that  wild  district,  a -id  Adriaan,  tiring  of  the  inter- 
minable conflict,  came  south  to  Hruintjes  Hoogte  in 
1776,  with  oth(  :■  of  the  i.orthcrn  farmers,  to  take  up 
lands  in  that  newly  opened  district.  Here  they  came 
in  contact  with  the  Kosa-Kalifir  tribes,  and  particu- 
larly with  the  Imidange  (Mandankie  or  Amandanka, 
write  the  older  travellers).  I'or  a  time  Hoers  and 
Kaffirs  seem  to  have  lived  on  decent  terms  with 
each  other.  But,  probably  from  the  inveterate  habits 
of  both,  occasions  of  hostility  arose,  and  in  December 
of  1780,  a  commando  was  got  together  under  the 
leadership  of  Van  Jaarsveld. 

The  Boers  began  by  a  famous  act  of  treachery 
which  was  afterwards  brought  home  to  .Adriaan. 
They   invited    the    Imidange  to  a   meeting    fo--    the 
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|)ur|)i)so  "f  iliscussinjj  their  mutual  claims,  and  having, 
accorflint;  to  custom,  spread  beads  and  tobacco  on 
the  ground  as  pre.ents  to  the  Kaffirs,  they  shot  the 
latter  dmvii  as  they  were  eagerly  scrambling  fi)r  them. 
That  is  the  talc  s  given  by  Mr.  Hrowiilec,  the  well- 
known  mission  ry,  who  was  long  amongst  the  Kaffirs.' 
l.'r.  Tlieal's  version,  introduced  casually  and  far  apart 
from  his  main  account  of  the  commando,  is  not  sub- 
stantially different  as  to  the  fact  of  the  treachery 
anci  slaughter."  Van  Jaarsvcld's  commando  kept  the 
field  from  May  to  July  of  1781,  and  returned  with  a 
spoil  of  ovc  fi  c  thousand  cattle.  The  Imidangc 
abandoned  Hruintjcs  Moogtc  anil  sought  refuge  with 
their  countrymen  in  the  Zuur'old.  So  began  and 
ended  the  first  Kaffir  war. 

Later  on  Adriaan  was  a  leader  in  the  rebellion 
of  1794  against  the  Dutch  Government,  when  the 
Graaff-Kcincters  hoisted  the  tricolour  and  expelled 
their  landdrost  ;  and  his  is  one  of  the  names  ap- 
pended to  that  first  diplomatic  letter  of  the  Graaff- 
Reinet  Hoers  to  General  Craig.  Adriaan  was  now 
advanced  in  years,  but  age  had  not  tamed  his  blood  or 
taught  him  caution.     In  1798  this  respected  burgher 
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•  IJrownlcc's  account  of  the  Aniakosas  is  given  in  full  by 
Thompson  {Tnt'-ch  ami  Aiiven/urcs)  in  the  Appendix  to  his 
second  volume. 

-  Compare  History  of  Soulh  yl/Hui,  165J  — 1795,  v'  ii.^ 
p.  173  and  p.  257. 
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and  manistrntc  forjjcd  a  receipt  for  interest  pay-able 
on  a  loan  he  had  received.  That  sounds  bad  in  the 
cars  of  a  civilised  community,  but  to  Adriaan  anri  the 
Hruintjes  lloofjte  burj;hers  it  seemed  no  (jreat  matter. 
Mis  creditor  was  a  Ca[)etimn  corporation,  the  Or- 
ph.  (^"hamber,  a  kind  of  trust  company  for  widows 
and  orphans ;  and  to  cheat  a  Ca|X!town  creditor 
seemed  perh.-ips  as  natural  to  him  as  deforcing;  a 
.sheriffs  officer  was  to  Rob  Roy.  Still  it  shows  the 
state  of  thinjjs  with  which  a  Hritish  Governor  had  to 
deal  with  in  Graaff-Rcinet.  Of  course  Adri.ian  was 
summoned  before  the  court  of  justice  at  Ca|)Ctown, 
and  on  refusing  to  appear  was  arrested  by  a  small 
party  of  soldiers  under  the  authority  of  the  magis- 
trate in  Graaff-Reinet.  But  the  burghers  were 
alarmed  at  tiiis  phenomenon  of  the  long  arm  of  the 
lii'V  extending  itself  so  impressively  into  their  dis- 
trict ;  it  wns  a  new  thinfj,  contumacy  under  the 
Dutch  rule,  Barrow  says,  being  practised  with  im- 
punity on  the  frontier  ;  accordingly  a  party  of 
Prinsloos,  Krugers,  Bothas  and  others  assembled, 
and  having  first  successfully  wiled  the  landdrost 
into  recalling  six  of  the  dragoons  who  guarded 
Adriaan,  rescued  him  by  force  They  then  took 
possession  of  the  district  in  the  name  of  the  '  Voice 
of  the  People,'  ke])t  the  landdrost,  Bresler,  a  ]  i  isoner 
in  the  Drostdy,  and  in  danger  of  his  life  for  some 
months.     The  burghers  of  the  Snceuwberg,  and  some 
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other  districts  of  (irnafT-Reinct,  professed  to  l)o  on 
the  side  of  the  hiw  and  the  iaiidilrost,  but  cUd  not 
think  proper  to  make  a  fijjht  of  it,  or  even  appear  cm 
the  scene  till  Hritish  troops  despatched  by  the  Ciov- 
ernor  arrived.  The  inalcontents,  about  ijoinniin- 
ber,  then  submitted  unconditionally,  about  twenty  of 
them,  amonijst  whom  was  Van  Jaarsveld,  were  made 
prisoners  and  taken  to  Capetown  for  trial,  where 
the  Court  of  Justice  pronounced  them  K"''')'  ■'!"' 
sentenced  three  to  death.  The  rest  were  dismissed 
with  a  warning.' 

Air.  Theal  is  afflicted  over  the  severity  shown  by 
the  Hritish  Governor  on  this  occasion  ;  the  poor 
burghers,  the  brave  old  commandant,  Adriaan  van 
Jaarsveld,  never  expected  such  a  thing  as  to  be  carried 
away  prisoners  to  Capetown.  It  was  but  a  petty 
->volt,  he  says,  easy  to  quell.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
Brigadier  Vandeleur,  who  led  the  British  troops  into 
Graaff-Reinet,  reported  th.at  it  was  quite  a  dangiTous 
affair.  "  The  piescnt  disturbances,"  writes  the  briga- 
dier, "seem  to  be  of  a  nature  which  requires  imme- 
diate suppression,  otherwise  there  is  no  saying  where 
they  may  end.  The  quantity  of  ammunition  which 
the  disaffected  have  contrived  to  get  into  their  hands, 

'  The  (Ic.ilii  sentence  was  never  cnnicil  out,  but  poor  old 
^^1n  JaarsveUl,  an  intelligent  man  who  wrote  down  observations 
of  things  and  probably  read  the  liiiil<il-l.rrcll  op  a  Sunday, 
died  in  prison  soon  after. 
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added  to  the  degree  of  system  and  regularity  which 
has  hitherto  regulated  their  jiroceedings,  convinces 
me  that  the  game  is  a  deeper  one  than  was  at  first 
apprehended."  In  fact,  as  we  learn  from  the  letters 
and  reports  concerning  this  affair,  which  ap|)car  in 
the  Records,  it  was  part  of  a  plan  for  a  general  rising 
which  had  for  some  time  been  preparing,  and  stood 
in  close  connection  with  a  network  of  intrigue  which 
included  the  Kaffir  tribes  as  well  as  French  and 
Dutch  forces  in  the  East. 

The  worst  result  of  Van  Jaarsveld's  insurrection  was 
that  it  destroyed  for  the  time  that  co-operation  be- 
tween the  frontier  Boers  and  the  Cape  Government  on 
which  the  security  of  the  frontier  depended.  Not  one 
of  the  parties  concerned,  Britons,  Boers,  Hottentots, 
Kaffirs,  could  now  trust  the  other.  ":.  .Kaffir  clans 
in  the  Zuurveld,  the  broken  Imidange  most  active 
a..iongst  them,  says  Vanderkcmp,  now  took  advantage 
of  the  disorganised  condition  of  the  Graafif-Keinet  dis- 
trict to  raid  the  farms,  slaughtering  such  of  the  farmers 
as  chanced  to  fall  into  their  hands.  The  British  forces 
and  the  Boers  united  in  defence  of  the  colony.  But 
the  Hottentot  herdsmen,  who  had  deserted  the  Boer 
farms  and  joined  the  Hottentot  corps  in  the  British 
force  during  the  insurrection,  became  alarmed  that  in 
the  end  they  would  be  left  to  the  \engeance  of  a  race 
whose  cruelty  they  well  knew,  and  some  of  them  in 
their  desperation  joined  the  raiding  Kaffir,s.     Gaika, 
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too,  the  chief  of  the  f,'rent  Kaffir  tribe  on   the  farther 
side  of  the  l''ish  River,   showed  sij^ns   of  restlessness, 
his  suspicions  of  the  British  Governor's  designs  being 
no  doubt  adroitly  played  upon  by  the  fugitive   Hours, 
who  had  found  refuge  at  his  kraal  on  the  failure  of 
the    insurrection.     Altogether    it   was  a  very  mixed 
affair,  and    recjuircd   considerate  treatment  as  well  as 
firmness  and  a  display  uf  strength  in  order  to  com- 
pose matters,  otherwise  a  great  war  with  Kaffirs  and 
Hottentots  combined  might  easily  be  kindled  ;  a  war 
which   would   serve  no  purpose,  cither  of  justice  or 
policy.     Such   was   the  opinion  of  General   Dundas, 
who   marched   to  the   frontier  with   a   large   force  of 
troops    to  establish   order    (see    Dundas's   letter  and 
answers  to   Sir  George  Vongc,  Records,    i799-i,Soi, 
p.    57).     The  General,   supported    by   Mr.    Maynier, 
the   landdrost   or   chief  magistrate  of  Graaff-Rcinet, 
who    always    stood    firmly   on   the  principle    that    if 
you    kept    faith    with   the   Kaffirs    they  would    keep 
faith  with  you,   resolved   to  tr)-   pacific  measures  ;  a 
treaty  was  accordingly  made,  to  which  the  great  chief 
Gaika    at   least   always  remained    faithful ;    presents 
were  given  to  the  Kaffirs  ;  money  com])cnsation,  dis- 
tribution   of  captured  cattle   made   to  the  burgher.s, 
and  affairs  assumed  their  normal  condition.     To  strike 
at  the  root  of  such  troubles,  the  Government  estab- 
lished a  Register  of  the   Hottentots  serving   with  the 
farmers,  and  made  regulations   to  prevent  cruelty  or 
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oppression  of  tho  former  ;  it  also  resolved  to  enforce 
the  laws  regarding  illicit  trade  in  cattle  more  strictly, 
and  to  establish  a  fort  in  the  district,  with  a  garrison 
sufficient  to  impress  Kaffirs  and  burghers  alike  with 
a  sense  of  the  [jresencc  of  law  and  authority. 

But  the  burghers  were  disappointed.  They  had 
expected  a  big  raid,  with  great  spoil  in  the  way  of 
cattle,  and  perhaps  occupation  of  new  lands,  instead  of 
which  they  declared  they  had  not  oven  got  full  com- 
pensation for  their  losses.  There  was  .some  truth  in 
their  complaint,  but  they  overlooked  the  fact  that  they 
themselves,  or  at  least  a  turbulent  faction  amongst 
them,  were  largely  to  blame  for  all  that  liad  occurred. 

Dr.  Theal  also  is  greatly  grie\ed  at  the  peaceful 
termination  of  this  affair.  He  veils  its  connection 
with  the  insurrection  of  the  Boers,  and  represents  it, 
just  as  he  represents  the  policy  of  the  Dutch  Govern- 
ment in  a  similar  ca.sc,  the  Kaffir  war  of  1793,  as  an 
ignominious  surrender  of  the  frontiersman's  rights  to 
the  high-handed  insolence  of  the  Kaffir.  To  get  a 
parallel  to  it  he  goes  back  to  the  early  history  of 
England  when  the  Anglo-Saxons  used  to  buy  off  the 
hosts  of  plundering  Danes  that  invaded  their  country. 
(See  his  Stoiy  of  the  Xalioiis :  South  Africa,  p.  125.) 
But  that  is  a  very  rough  and  ready  kind  of  judg- 
ment, and  is  certainly  very  far  from  doing  justice  to 
the  grounds  upon  which  General  Dundas,  the  com- 
mander of  the  British  force,  made  his  decision      In 
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his  report  to  the  Governor  at  Capetown,  the  General, 
after    remarking;  that   the  late   disorders   at   Graaft"-' 
Reinet  secmctl  to  him  to  have  been   "of  a  nature  to 
threaten,  in  their  probable  effects,  the  destruction  of 
the  colony,"  proceeds  to  state  wliat  in   his  opinion  is 
the  only  just  and   honourable  policy   for  the  British 
Government  to  pursue  on  the  frontier,  and  the  only 
one,  morcovi  1-,  which  has  a  chance  of  giving  peace 
and  security  tc    hat  troubled  region.   "  I  must  observe 
to  your  Excellencj-,"  he  writes,  "  that  to  the  habits  of 
licentiousness,  injustice  and  cruelty  of  the  white  in- 
habitants with  the  system  of  oppression  under  which 
the  native  Hottentots  of  the  colony  have  lived,  and  the 
mjuries  the  Kaffirs  have  sometimes  sustained,  many 
of  the  evils,  or  insurrections  here,  are  to  be  ascribed  ; 
therefore  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  unless  justice 
is  enforced  with  more  strictness  than  has  hitherto  been 
done  in  all  the  dealings  of  the  different  descriptions 
of  inhabitants  with  each  other,  the  general  tranquillity 
cannot  be  placed  upon  a  footing  of  pe-fcct  security." 
{Records,  1 799-1 801,  p.  15.) 

There  was  nothing  new  in  the  conclusion  at  which 
the  British  General  had  arrived.  The  .same  opinion 
had  been  expressed  by  all  the  magistrates  and  special 
commissioners  who  had  held  office  in  Graaff-Reinet, 
all  of  them  Dutchmen  and  men  who  had  pas.sed  their 
lives  or  .seen  much  service  in  the  colon)-.  Even  their 
own  clergymen,  the   Rev.  Mr.  Manger  and  the   Rev. 
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Mr.  Hallot,  tired  of  tlie  lawlessness  of  the  Graaff- 
Reieiit  Boers;  and  each  in  succession  gave  up  his 
charge  during  these  troubles,  leaving  the  district 
without  regular  ministration  till   i.SoG. 

Dr.  Theal  has  no  difficulty,  however,  in  waving  aside 
all  opinions  unfavourable  to  the  claims  of  the  Boers  of 
Graaff-Rcinet.  He  seems  to  take  it  as  an  axiom  that 
an  educated  Dutch  gentleman, however  experienced  he 
might  be  in  provincial  administration,  was  incapable  of 
giving  a  candi<l  or  sound  opinion  on  the  affairs  of  the 
frontier,  if  he  hap,])ened  to  be  a  magistrate  appointed 
by  the  Dutch  or  the  British  Governors.  He  makes  an 
effort,  in  particular,  to  discredit  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Maynier  by  suggesting  that  that  functionary's  reports 
were  drawn  up  to  curry  favour  with  the  successive 
authorities,  Dutch  and  British,  at  Capetoun.  Dr. 
Theal  makes  no  attempt  at  pro\ing  his  allegation,  and 
1  can  find  no  grounds  for  such  an  opinion  except  what 
Dr.  Theal  well  knows  to  be  the  very  unreliable  com- 
plaints and  suspicions  of  the  Graaff-Reineters  them- 
selves, a  race  of  men  suspicious  to  the  degree  of 
ab.surdity.  My  own  opinion,  after  re.iding  those 
Records,  which  contain  Mr.  Majiiier's  official  cor- 
respondence and  the  reports  of  ICnglish  generals  and 
others  who  were  intimately  acquainted  with  him  and 
his  district,  is  that  he  was  an  able,  honest,  and  very 
courageous  man. 

No  doubt  the  ]5ritish  authorities  w   c  influenced 


VI  liRITAIN-s  TITLK  IN  SOUTH  AKKRA  loy 

by  practical  cnsidcralions  as  well  as  by  principles  of 
humanity    an<l    justice    in     the    policy    which    they 
adopted.     -Jhe  eagerness  of  the  frontier  Hoer  for  wars 
which  would  extend  the  boundaries  of  the  colony,  and 
allow  him  to  occupy  the  fine  grazing  lands  owncc'l  by 
the   Kaffirs   between  the  mountain  ranges   and   the 
sea,  opened  up  no  fascinating  prospects  to  the  Cape 
Government.     It  meant  great   wars   an-1   a    ruthless 
extermination  of  the  Kaffirs  ;  it  meant  difficult  and 
.  ..pensive  military  expeditions,  it  involved  problems 
of  military  protection,  a  line  of  frontier  forts  for  one 
thing,  problems  of  administration  and  government  in 
remote  inaccessible  districts  with  the  most  intractable 
class   of  sulijects.     The  jjroblem   as   it  existed    was 
difficult  enough.    General  Dundas,  in  his  report  to  Sir 
George  Yonge  after  his  expedition,  states  that  there 
were  300  miles  of  a  Kaffir  frontier,  bordered  all  the 
way  by  the  .settlements  of  farmers  ;  and  he  add,  that 
he    thinlss    it   impossible   to   guard    that    extent    of 
frontier    from     Kaffir    invasion    by    any    number    of 
military  positions    they  could    establish.     \or   could 
the  frontier  farmer  of  that  time  make  his  way  alone 
and  unsupported  by  the  Government.    Thej-  were  not 
always  read}'  and  willing   to   act   together   on  com- 
mandos,  and    a    great    Kaffir    raitl    could    send    all 
Graaff-Keinet  fl)-ing  west  of  the  Gamtoos  Rixer.     In 
short,  the  condition  of  the  coIon>-  and  its  resources  at 
this  time  did  not  allow  of  a  policy  of  eq.ansion  on 
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the  Kaffir  fronlier,  even  if  the  Government  had  been 
at  one  with  the  frontiersmen  in  desiring;  it. 

But  the  Boer  of  the  frontier,  with  his  inbred  hate  of 
the  coloured  race  and  his  greed  of  territory,  was  ready 
to  risk  anything.  He  had  a  .strong  feeling  of  his 
superior  rights  as  a  white  man  ami  a  Christian  to 
dispos.sess  his  heathen  neighbours,  and  had  no 
sympathy  with  the  policy  of  the  Cape  authorities, 
whether  it  was  dictated  by  a  sense  of  expediency  or 
a  sense  of  justice.  The  question  of  expansion  always 
underlay  the  troubles  of  the  Government  on  the 
frontier;  and  although  it  is  not  mentioned  by  Judge 
Cloete,  or  Dr.  Theal,  or  in  I'iet  Retiefs  proclamation 
in  this  conneciion,  the  conflict  between  the  Cape 
Government  and  the  frontier  Boer  on  this  question 
was  one  of  the  chief  causes  which  led  to  the  great 
trek  in  1836. 

In  July,  1801,  two  years  after  the  Van  Jaarsveld 
affair,  there  was  another  insurrection  amongst  the 
Boers  of  Bruintjes  Hoogte.  The  chief  cause  seems 
to  have  been  a  quarrel  between  them  and  their  land- 
drost,  Honoratus  Maynier,  as  to  the  principles  on 
which  their  Hottentot  .servants,  and  the  Hottentot 
race  generally,  should  be  treated.  The  landdrost 
insisted  on  the  proper  execution  of  the  laws  for 
registering  and  supervising  their  contracts  with  Hot- 
tentot servants,  and  in  general  he  gave  the  Hottentots 
the  ordinary'  protection  of  the  law  which  hitherto  had 
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been  a  figment,  as  far  as  they  were  cncerned  in  that 
district,     l.or  example,  he  had  given  shelter  at  the 
drostdy  to  some  Hottentots  whom  the  Uocrs  accused 
of  murder,  and  demanded  to  be  handed  over  to  them 
for   summary   punishment.     Maynier  very   properly 
refused  till  a  statement  of  the  case  should  be  made 
and  evidence  produced.     The  response  of  the  Boers 
to  th,s  ,s  a  ludicrous  example  of  their  notions  re- 
garding evidence.     Field-cornet  Roets  sent  Mr.  May- 
mer  a  little  Hottentot  boy  as  witne.ss,  with  the  fol- 
lowing  note:     "  The  little  Hottentot  boy  would  not 
confess.     I  have  been  busy  with  him  for  half  on  hour 
with  fair  means,  then   I  gave  him  three  strokes  [.„ 
«■«««/,«//.;/  it  proved  to  be  over  three  do.en^  with  the 
sjambok,  thereupon  he  confessed  that,  &c.,  &c  "  i  But 
we  must  remember  that  this  manner  of  e.xtracting 
evidence  from  sIa^•es  and  natives  had  been  customary 
and    legal    in    the    colony  before   Lord    Macartney 
abolished  it. 

Maynier  had  also  offended  the  Boers  by  the  en 
couragement  he  gave  to  Dr.  Vanderkemp  and  the 
missionaries  at  Graaff-Reinet,  especially  by  allowing 
them  the  use  of  the  church  there  for  a  congregation 
of  slaves  and  Hottentots.  That  is  Dr.  Philip's  story 
and  Dr.  Vanderkemp's.'^  Dr.  Theal's  is  that  the  Boers 
'  Recitrds,  iSoi — 3,  p.  32^. 

Ur.  Philip's /?««»-<:/w,  vol.  i.,  p.  69.  ' 
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obJLClcii   Icj   it  bciiij,'   iisccl   as   b,>rracks   by  the   Ilnt- 
tentot  corps.     l{(jth  arc  true. 

Another  cause  of  offence  with  the  landdrost  was 
that  although  he  was  wiMing  to  authorise  small  fielci- 
cornct's  parties  to  .seek  for  stolen  cattle  or  make 
reprisals,  he  would  not  allow  great  commandos  which 
would  .shoot  down  old  Kaffir  kraals,  and  sweep  them 
clean  of  cattle.' 

Accordingly  the  liocrs  of  Uruintjes  Hoogte  and 
the  Zwartkops  (the  better  class  of  the  Sneeuwberg 
and  Camdeboo  held  aloof)  rose  in  arms  again  and 
assailed  the  drostdy  of  Graaff-Reinet  twice,  but  being 
beaten  off  by  the  few  dragoons  and  Hottentots  there, 
retired  in  a  mutinous  body  to  the  Bamboosberg,  an 
inaccessible  mountain  region,  and  waited  events, 
perfectly  aware  of  the  excitement  their  movements 
would  produce  amongst  Kaffirs  and  Hottentots  as 
suspicious  as  themselves.- 

At  length  in  Xovcmber  iSoi  General  Dundas  sent 
Major  Sherlock  with  300  picked  men  to  Graaff-Reinet 
to  invite  the  Boers  to  return  to  their  allegiance,  offer- 
ing to  overlook  the  affair  if  the}-  did.  lie  also  as  a 
matter  of  policy  recalled  Maynier  for  e.xplariatioiis. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  the  news  of  the  Peace  of 
Amiens  ("  Preliminary  Articles  "),  and  of  the  decision 
to  give  back  the  Cape  to  the  Dutch,  had   reached  the 

'  .Sec  AWmJs,  iSoi  -3,  pp.  2ii;,  32S. 
-  AViV»/v/.f,  I  Sol   3,    p  2(>,  53,  59. 
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CoM^- an..  a,,,,.d  to  th.  uncertainty  of  .he  s,u,a.ion. 
.Numbers  .,f  „„ttent„ts  fled  frorn  the  Colony  an,l  the 

--cof    ;c,>.™ers.anH,,ine..theKam^heyo„d 
"c  K,h  Kue,  an<.  .iepre.lations  became  n,ore  fre- 
l"-t  than  ever.     Maynie,  uho  was  then  in  Cape- 
-..  replyn,,  to  the  charges  against  hi,n-,„os^y 
abs  rd  susp,c,o„s,   anci   all    disproven   (see   Recorl 
'80.   3,  p.  30.),  strongly  advised  the  General  agains 
consenting  to  a  great  commando,  which  he  said  would 
.'nmed,ately  proceed  to  destroy  the  Kaffir  kraals  and 
tln.s  un.te  the   Kaffirs  and  Hottentots  in  one  ma"s 

"ould    ,n    all    probability   be   defeated.     Leave    the 
Kaffirs  then-  part  of  the  Zuurveld,  he  advised,  without 

contmually  alarming  them  by  expeditions,  and  they 
"111  give  you  little  trouble. 

Dundas,  however,  authorised  a  great  commando, 
.11  Suellen<lam  and  GraafiT-Reinet.  under  the  famous 
Ijaart  van  der  Wait.     The  commandant,  a  man  of 
,:;reat   courage   and  resolution,  attackx-d  f,e    Kaffirs 
and  Hottentots  in  the  district  of  the  Sunday  River 
makmg  no   distinction.  Dr.  Vanderkemp  complains' 
between  marauders  and  c.uiet-living  kraals.  For  eight 
"ceks  the  fighting  went  on  without  any  decisive  re- 
;i_ult,  but  the  end  of  it  came  on  the  8th  August,  when 
Tjaart  van  der  Walt  fell  in  a  fight  near  the  Kou^a 
R.ver.     Ho  had   been   leading  commandos  for  more 
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than  thirty  years  r;,i;in.st  the  wild  Bushmen  of  the 
Nieuwvcltl  mountains,  where  he  hvetl,  and  had  won 
his  lands,  like  any  Norman  baron  of  old  on  the  Welsh 
bordet,  by  conquest  and  expulsion  of  the  natives; 
but  the  Hottentot  was  a  deadly  marksman  with  the 
musket,  and  his  bullet  had  avenged  the  slaughtered 
hordes  of  the  pigmy  race.  Tjaart's  son,  too,  had  fallen 
in  this  disastrous  campaign 

"  Never  was  the  loss  of  a  single  man,"  writes  Dr. 
Theal,  "  so  fata!  to  the  success  of  an  enterprise." 
I  am  not  sure  that  it  was  succeeding  very  much  before 
Tjaart's  death,  but  at  any  rate  after  that  event  the 
Boer  commando  at  once  dispersed,  and  a  panic  en- 
sued on  the  frontier.  Maynier's  prediction  had  proved 
quite  '•orrect  ;  the  Boers  could  not  at  that  time  keep 
the  iield  against  the  combined  forces  of  the  Hot- 
tentots and  Kaffirs.  The  Hottentots  pursued  their 
victorious  course  nearly  as  far  westward  as  Mossel 
Bay,  where  they  were  met  and  driven  back  by  a 
body  of  British  troops  acting  along  with  part  of  the 
Svvellendam  contingent. 

General  Dundas  was  now  obliged  to  withdraw  his 
troops  in  order  to  evacuate  Capetown  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  i'eace  of  Amiens  ;  and  to  provide 
for  the  safety  of  the  Colony  another  large  commando 
was  called  out  for  the  20th  December,  although  it  did 
not  assemble  till  some  time  in  January.    By  that  time 
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the  H„crs  were  left  to  their  own  counsels,  nn.l  mi};ht 
have  uiulcrtaken  anything  they  tho„-ht  themselves 
capable  of  achieving-.  They  rli.l  nr.t  attempt  any 
thmfj,  however,  but  made  an  arrangement  with  the 
Kaffirs  and  Hottentots,  asreehiK  not  to  m,.!est  each 
other,  and  leaving  the  former  in  possession  of  the 
Zuurveld. 
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The  Restored  Dutih   Rule  (it>o3-i«of))-  'Ihc  Se.  ond  llrili'.h 

Occupation  -  The  Condition  of  ilie  Slave  in  Ca|K'  (  olony 

— Olive    Sclireincr's    Testimony— I'lic    Condition  of   the 
Hottentots. 

TlIK  maiia(,cmcnt  of  Cape  Colony  was  a  heavy 
responsibility  the  British  Government  had  assumed 
as  part  of  the  price  they  must  pay  for  the  possession 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  as  a  naval  station.  The 
difficulty  of  the  task  had  already,  after  a  few  years 
of  rule,  partly  disclo.sed  it.self  to  them,  but  its  real 
immensity  could  be  appreciated  by  none  of  that 
generation.  The  gifjantic  racial  problems  it  involved, 
the  certainty  of  conflict  between  the  claims  of  British 
supremacy  and  the  national  scntiineiit  of  the  Dutch 
inhabitants,  the  different  moral  standard  which  could 
not  but  exi.st  between  the  polity  of  one  of  the  most 
civilised  nations  of  luiropc,  and  the  crude  ideas  of 
a  community  mostly  composed  of  illiterate  farmers 
and  rude  fronticrsinen— these  were  all  difficulties 
bound  to  reach  an  acute  stage  in  South  Africa.  But 
at  the  beginnin;4  of  the  nineteenth  century,  when  all 
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colonial  uovoriimciit  was  of  a  scmi-ilL-.s|xnic  nature, 
these  thiiitjs  were  more  li^'htly  thout;ht  of  than  they 
are  to-day. 

At  one  time,  however,  it  seemed  as  if  the  expensive 
task  (for  such  it  turned  out  to  be)  of  protecting;  and 
nursing  the  Cajx-  Colon)- into  maturity,  with  all  the 
other  South  African  responsibilities  and  burdens  to 
which  tliat  inevitably  led,  was  to  be  spared  the 
Hritish  people. 

The  original  intention  (;f  the  Jiritish  Government 
had  been  to  occupy  the  Cape  only  as  a  provisional 
measure,  and  in  the  name  of  the  I'rincc  of  Orange,  if 
they  could  obtain  undisputed  entrance  on  the.sc  terms. 
Even  after  the  enforced  capitulation  of  the  Dutch 
garrison,  they  |)rofesscd  for  a  time  at  least  to  hold  it 
only  as  caretakers.  Idit  as  the  chances  of  the  House 
of  Orange  seemed  to  die  away  for  ever  with  the 
growing  power  and  prestige  of  the  French  Republic, 
the  feeling  evidently  strengthened  amongst  the  British 
Ministers,  that  they  could  not  afford  to  let  the  Cape 
go.  It  .seemed  to  be  only  a  question  between  France 
and  Kngland  as  to  which  of  them  should  fall  heir  to 
such  important  strategic  positions  for  commerce  with 
the  Ea.st,  as  Ceylon  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
positions  which  Holland,  whose  navy,  as  Lord  Rose- 
bery  neatly  jjuts  it,  disappeared  from  history  with 
the  Battle  of  Camperdown  (1797),  was  no  longer 
capable  of  protecting.     As  Captain  Blankett,  of  the 
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Koyal  Niiv)-,  winic  to  the  Admiralt)',  "what  was  a 
feather  in  the  hands  of  Hollanil,  will  become  a  sword 
in  those  of  France."  kit  Napoleon  was  by  no  means 
inclined  to  see  a  naval  station  like  the  Cape  pass  into 
the  hands  of  his  rivals,  if  he  conid  prevent  it  ;  and  one 
of  the  stijHiIations  of  the  peace  which  he  made  with 
England  in  1802  (the  illusive  peace  of  Amiens,  hailed 
with  delifjht  by  both  peoples)  was  that  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  shonld  be  restored  to  Holland.  Re- 
stored it  accordingly  was  in  January,  1803,  after 
some  haggling  and  delay,  due  to  the  reluctance  of 
the  Hritish  Government  to  give  un  their  prize  for  a 
peace  wh  'i  they  felt  could  be  little  more  than  an 
armistice. 

The  three  years  of  restored  Dutch  Rule  (1803-6), 
the  rule  of  the  Katavian  Republic,  as  it  was  now 
called,  made  no  material  alteration  in  the  condition  of 
the  colony.  On  the  Kaffir  frontier  the  situation  re- 
mained unchanged.  General  Janssens,  a  humaneand 
judicious  man,  adopted  a  conciliatory  policy  and 
tried  persuasion,  just  as  Lord  Macartney  had  done, 
on  the  Kaffirs  of  the  Zuurveld  to  remove  beyond  the 
Fish  River.  But  the  savage  tribes  are  not  to  be  per- 
suaded by  words  after  force  has  conspicuously  failed 
With  the  Hottentots  there  was  no  trouble  at  all. 
They  were  pcaceabl}-  located  within  the  Colony 
about  the  Gamtoos  Kiver,  and  many  of  them.  Dr. 
Theal    says,    professed   their  readiness  to  enter    the 
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service  of  the  farmers  if  only  (N^y  could   be  sure  of 
good  treatment. 

Cattle  thieving  and  rep  ,.sa's  o''  coi,-.,e  continued 
to  be  the  ordinary  state  of  M-in.s;.  o-,  the  frontier 
but  Captain  Albcrti,  the  Dutch  soldier  whom 
Governor  Jansscns  had  made  landdrost  of  Uitenhage 
(a  new  district  carved  out  of  old  Graaff-Reinet  and 
including  Bruintjes  Hoogte  and  the  Zuurveld),  wasas 
emphatic  as  ever  Maynier  was  in  declaring  that  the 
Kaffirs,  if  justly  treated,  were  well  disposed,  and  that 
"  there  was  nothing  to  fear  from  the  bulk-  of  the 
Kaffir  nation." 

In  civil  affairs  Commissioner  de  Mist,  Janssens's 
colleague,  had  some  philosophic  ideas  about  .secular 
public  schools,  a  Board  of  Education  and  other 
matters,  but  they  were  too  advanced  for  the  people 
and  did  not  come  to  anythin''. 

A  notable  project  during  this  period  was  that  of 
Baron  van  Hogcidorp.aDutch  gentleman  who  had  had 
a  distinguished  official  career  under  the  Stadtholder, 
to  whose  party  he  belonged,  lie  «as  uealthy,  and 
having  a  bent  for  economic  studies  and  enterprises, 
had  conceived  the  patriotic  scheme  of  peopling  a 
district  of  Cape  Colony  with  a  class  of  agricultural 
emigrants.  With  the  approval  of  the  Dutch  Govern- 
ment at  home  he  spent  considerable  sums  in  fitting 
out  and  transporting  a  party  of  Dutch  emigrant.^ 
"  industrious  persons,"  who  were  to  form  a  settlement 
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of   rual    agiicultiirist.s    anil    fainiurs    liviiiif     without 
slave  labour. 

The  Colonial  Government,  which  at  first  had  pro- 
fessed itself  in  favour  of  his  scheme,  eventually  turned 
cool  towards  it,  locked  up  his  agricultural  implements 
at  Capetown,  and  refused  to  ^rant  him  the  land  he 
asked  for  near  Plettenberg's  ]iay.  Instead  of  that 
district,  where  there  was  plenty  of  water  and  the 
timber  of  the  immense  Knysna  forest  for  his  saw-mill, 
as  well  as  an  excellent  harbour  for  export  to  Cape- 
town, they  assigned  him  an  entirely  unsuitable 
location  near  Hout's  liay,  some  three  leagues  from 
Capetown,  where  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  keep 
his  workmen  from  being  drawn  to  the  capital  by  the 
higher  wages  offered.  They  ;  Ivised  him  also,  he 
states,  to  buy  slaves  and  put  his  settlement  on  that 
basis. 

At  any  rate,  whatever  their  motives  were,  perhaps, 
as  Van  Hogendorp  hints,  the  narrow-minded  op- 
position of  Capetown  merchants,  or  perhaps  because 
Van  Hogendorp  was  a  Director  of  the  Missionary 
Society  and  had  some  idea  of  working  in  connection 
with  Vanderkemp's  station  in  that  district,'  they 
effectually  ruined  his  enterprise.  "  I  could  only  with- 
draw," he  writes,  "and  ask  for  compensation." 

When  the  Bataviait  Government  at  the  Cape  sur- 

■  See  Evangelicat  Magazine,   180.J,  p.  475    (Vaiulerkemp's 
Letter). 
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raulLTcl  U,  the  British  forcL-s  in  i,So6,  the  Dutch 
authorities  seem  t„  h^txc  beth.ni-ht  tliemselves  a 
little  repentantly  of  V-.m  lloyendorp's  patriotic 
scheme,  and  attempted  to  insert  an  article  in  the 
capitulation  binding  the  British  Government  to  i;ive 
him  such  -i^dits-asit  shall  appear  from  the  public 
records  the  BataNian  Government  meant  to  have 
Kiven."  Van  Hogendorp,  hou-ever,  tired  of  long  dis- 
couragement and  judging  that  the  time  »as'  now 
past,  declined  to  continue  his  enterprise,  and  only 
memorialised  the  15ritish  Government  for  compensa- 
tion and  assistance  in  winding  up  his  affairs.'  That 
was  the  end  of  a  scheme  of  ]Xnch  emigration  which, 
had  Holland  possessed  the  resources  in  population  and 
money,  might  have  materially  affected  the  destinies 
of  the  Colony,  l-ifteen  years  afterwards  the  liritish 
Government  undertook  the  same  business  on  a  much 
larger  scale  and  carried  it  owt  with  success. 

In  1S04  the  war  between  France  and  Britain  had 
been  resumed,  and  as  an  inevitable  consequence  a 
British  expedition  again  sailed  for  the  Cape.  General 
Jans.sens  had  maile  every  preparation  for  the  attack, 
but  his  resources  were  limited  and  the  Cape  was  oc- 
cupied with  little  more  fighting  tlian  on  the  previous 
occasion.  Of  the  burghers  onlj-  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  appeared  to  oppo.se  tlie  British,  mostly  from 

'  .See    \-Kn    Hogeiulorp's  c.ise   in   the   AWon/s,   iSo6-c)    nn 
i36-r49. 


I    .1 


BRITAIN'S  TITLE  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA 


m 


the  Stellcnbosch  and  Dnikcnstein  districts.  There 
is  not  a  single  name  from  the  uell-knoun  names  of 
Bruintjes  Hoogte  and  the  Nieuwveld  amongst  those 
whom  General  Janssens  distinguished  by  mention. 
No  doubt  it  was  a  long  way  to  come  ;  but  the  Boers 
were  evidently  languid  in  the  matter.  They  probably 
thought  that  it  made  no  great  difference  to  them 
whether  the  groolc  heer,  or  aristocratic  official  who 
imposed  their  ta.\-es,  came  from  the  Hague  or  from 
London.  E.xcept  for  a  few  officials  at  Capetown  the 
personnel  of  the  administration  remained  the  same 
in  either  case. 

In  January  1806,  then,  the  British  Government 
took  up  its  old  task  in  Cape  Colony,  just  where  it 
had  left  it.  The  worst  of  it  was  that  this  task  was 
not  growing  easier  as  time  went  on,  but  rather  in- 
creasing in  difficulty.  The  Boers  were  really  a  rude 
aristocracy,  living  on  a  basis  of  slavery  and  cheap 
native  labour.  One  great  difficulty,  therefore,  which 
the  Government  had  to  deal  with  was  the  condition 
of  the  subject  races  in  the  colony.  In  England 
civilisation  was  at  this  period  making  rapid  advances 
along  the  line  of  humanitarian  ideas.  In  .S07,  after 
many  years  of  agitation,  the  law  abolishing  the  ocean 
trade  in  slaves  was  pa  sed  by  the  British  Parliament, 
and  there  was  also  a  strong  movement  in  favour  of 
legislation  to  protect  slaves  and  native  servants  in  the 
British  colonies  from  the  violence  or  injustice  of  their 
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mastuis.  In  thi.s  iiiHtter,  therefore,  a  conflict  was  as 
inevitable  between  siicli  different  standards  of  civilis- 
ation  as  that  of  the  British  nation  and  that  of  the 
Boers,  r,s  it  afterwards  proved  to  be  between  the 
Northern  and  Southern  States  of  America. 

riie  sUwes  in  Cape   Colony  were  mainly  of  three 
classes,  the  negro  from  Madagascar  or  Mozambique, 
the  Malay,  and  the  Africander,  as  the  name  was  then 
used,  that  is,  the  offspring  of  a  Cape  Dutchman  and 
a  slave  girl.     The  first  class  was  the  least  valuable 
and  generally  n.sed  for  inferior  work,  such  as  cutting 
timber  and  labouring  in  the  field.     The  Malays  were 
a   higlier  class  of  slaves   much   employed  in  trades 
as  carpenters,  painters,  &c.,  and  generally  bringing  in 
a  regular  revenue  to  their  masters.     The  Africander 
slave  was  the  most  valuable  and  much  in  request  for 
domestic  .service  and  confidential  employments.     The 
wom.,1  of  this  class  in  particular  were  smart,  often 
dressed   well,  and    were  sometimes  treated  by  their 
mistresses  more  like  companions  than  slave.s. 

It  is  true,  I  think,  as  Dr.  Theal  a.s.scrts,  that  in  no 
country  on  earth  was  the  lot  of  the  slave  so  light  as  in 
South  Africa.  The  great  majority  of  the  slaves  were 
held  in  Capetown  and  tlic  neighbouring  districts,  and 
their  value  as  property  after  the  abolition  of  the 
.'=lave  Trade  in  1 807  soon  became  too  great  to  allow  of 
them  being  ill-treated  or  even  unduly  e.xposed.  But 
the  country   slaves   who   worked    in    the   fields  had 
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ijcnerally  a  lianl  lot,  bciiiL;  coarsely  feci  and  often 
ovenvoiked.  No  doubt  tlieir  condition  was  better 
than  that  of  the  sla\cs  who  were  driven  in  gangs  to 
labour  on  the  sugar  plantations  of  the  West  Indies  ; 
but  even  in  the  case  of  the  best  class  of  slaves  their 
lot  can  hardly  be  described  as  a  ligiit  one.  No  class 
of  slave;  was  permitted  marriage,  although  they  had 
relations  amongst  themselves  uhich  the  better  class 
of  them  considered  binding ;  even  in  ]fird's  time 
(1822)  many  of  their  Dutch  masters  were  still  stub- 
bornly o])poscd  to  their  education  or  instruction  in 
Christianity,  and  considered  it  superfluous  to  teach 
them  anything  but  the  sixth  and  eighth  command- 
ments. They  might  be  sold  away  from  their  families, 
and  this  was  likely  to  happen  if  their  owner  died. 
When  they  became  old  and  worn  out  thev-  were  apt 
to  be  starved  and  neglected,  however  faithful  they 
had  been.  The  laws,  as  administered,  afforded  them  but 
a  feeble  protection  from  the  passions  or  the  avarice  of 
a  brutal  master,  and  we  all  know  that  an  authority 
which  is  almost  absolute  is  certain  often  to  be  abused. 
Those  who  ha\c  read  Olive  Schrciner's  Stnij' 
Thoughts  about  South  Africa,  will  remember  the  dark 
domestic  tragedies  she  hints  at  there  as  certainly  not 
infrequent  in  those  earlier  times  : 

Old  white  men  and  women  (she  writes)  are  still  livinj;  in 
South  Africa,  who  can  remember  how,  in  their  early  days  \siiy 
about  1820]  they  saw  men  with  yims  out  in  the  beautiful  woods 
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at  Ncwlands  hunting  lunavvay  j,lavc-,.  TIicv  can  tell  what  a 
mistress  once  did  when  a  slave  became  'prcKnani  by  her 
master  ;  and  there  arc  stories  about  hot  ovens.  Such  stories, 
as  the  story  of  Dirk,  whoso  master  seduced  his. wife,  and  Dirk 
bitterly  resented  it,  "and  one  day,"  savs  the  narraor,  "we 
children  saw  Uirk  taken  across  the  yard  into  the  wine -house  ; 
we  heard  he  was  to  be  floKKed.  For  some  da)-s  after  we  fancied 
we  heard  noises  in  the  cellar  ;  one  niKhl,  in  the  moonlight,  we 
heard  something,  anil  yet  up  and  looke<l  out  ;  and  we  saw 
something  slipped  across  the  yard  bj-  three  men  ;  we  children 
dared  say  nothing,  because  my  grandfather  never  let  any  one 
remark  about  the  slaves  ;  but  we  were  sure  it  was  Dirk's  body." 

Olive  Schrcincr  will  not  be  suspected  of  darkening; 
the  traits  of  ]?oer  character;  but  light  a.shertotich  on 
this  phase  of  Boer  history  is  meant  to  be,  that  tale  of 
Dirk  has  lost  nothing  of  its  tragic  character  in  her 
hands.     And  when  you   consider  that  in  these  days, 
according  to  the  .same  atithority,  out  of  every  four 
children    born    to   a   slave   mother,   three   were   the 
children  of  the  white  man  who  was  her  master,  you 
can  easily  understand  that  in  the  hou.sehold  of  the 
Boer,  living  far  t.om  society  or  immediate  control  of 
any  kind,  there  were  often  domestic  tragedies.    There 
iTiay  be  nothing   new   in   these   tragedies,  as   Olive 
Schreiner  remarks:  "  It  is  all  as  old  as  the  time  of  ihe 
Romans  and  Chaldeans,"  she  says  ;  "  to  be  surprised  at 
it  is  folly,  to  imply  that  it  is  peculiar  to  South  Africa 
and  the   outcome  of  the  abnormal  structure  of  the 
Boers  is  a  lie."     Most  true  ;  but  in  the  second  decade 
of  the   nineteenth    century— the    time  to   which    by 
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calculation  her  stories  must  refer — it  was  a  state  of 
things  sure  to  breed  (lisagrcement  between  the  Kocrs 
and  the  representatives  of  a  country  where  Clarksons 
and  Wilberforces  were  a  power. 

The  condition  of  the  Hottentot  race  within  the 
Colony  was  in  general  hardly  any  better  than  that  of 
the  slaves,  and  in  some  respects  it  seems  to  have  been 
even  worse.  The  Hottentots  were  the  original  in- 
habitants of  the  southern  corner  of  Africa,  and  at  the 
time  of  Van  Riebeek's  settlement  at  the  Cape  were 
found  in  numerous  clans,  Goringhaiquas,  Cockoquas, 
P2rigriquas,  on  the  west  coast,  and  Hessequas, 
Attaquas  Outeniquas  and  others  on  the  east, 
names  and  tribes  which  have  long  passed  out  of  the 
history  of  South  Africa.  They  seem  to  have  lived  in 
ease  on  the  produce  of  their  flocks  and  herds,  and 
though  quarrelling  occasionally  over  their  pasture 
grounds  were  on  the  whole,  like  their  later  represent- 
atives, a  people  of  mild  and  indolent  disposition, 
possessing  neither  the  characteristic  energy  nor  the 
ferocity  of  savage  races. 

The  tribal  organisation  of  the  Hottentots  was  weak, 
their  chiefs  having,  but  little  authority  and  no  co- 
hesion existing  among  the  different  clans.  Con- 
sequently the  colonists,  helped  perhaps  by  two  great 
plagues  of  small-pox  which  broke  out  amongst  them, 
(1713  and  1755),  found  little  difficulty  in  dispossess- 
ing them  of  their  ancient  pasture  grounds,  and  by  the 
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middle  <,r  the  cisihtcciith  century  their  tcnitorial  oc- 
cupation of  the  country  u-as  reduced  to  a  feu-  kraals 
inhabiting  inferior  tracts  passed  over  by  the  Boers.' 
The  great  bulk  of  the  race  became  de,.endentson  the 
Hoerand  filled  his  far.nstead  with  an  abject  train  of 
herdsmen  and  servants,  fed  on  cheap  flesh  and  re- 
munerated at  the  end  of  the  year  with  a  present  of 
tobacco  and  perhaps  a  coujile  of  sheep.  The  system 
of  enforced  "apprenticeship "  of  Hottentot  children 
born  on  Boer  farms  also  operated  to  keep  whole 
families  in  practical  servitude. 

Their  treatment  varied,  of  course,  with  the  temper 
of  their  master.  But  he,  the  descendant  of  a  Frisian 
peasant  or  German  mercenary,  was  of  no  gentle  kind, 
and  while  it  might  be  tolerable  there  was  nothing  in 
these  days  to  prevent  it  being  excessively  harsh,  as  it 
frequently  was  in  the  remoter  districts.  To  be  tied 
up  to  the  waggon  wheel  md  flogged  with  the  heavy 
sjambok,  while  the  Boer  smoked  one,  or  two,  or  three 
pipes,  according  to  his  judgment  of  the  misdemeanour, 
or  to  receive  a  charge  of  small  shot  in  his  legs  seem  to 
have  been  no  uncommon  degrees  of  punishment  for 
an  angry  Boer  to  use  «ith  his  unfortunate  Hottentot 
servant.  What  worse  forms  of  torture  might  be 
inflicted  by  brutal  masters  the  reader  may  find  in 
Barrow,  Kay  and  other  writers.-' 

'  See  Sp.irrnian's  .iccount  of  them,  \ol.  i.,  p  '4r 

■'  Harrow,  vol.  ii.,  chap.  2,  p.  97  ;  Kay,  pp.  436,  437  ;  Pringle, 
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The  ;i\L'r.iL;c  Hiicr  m;iy  lia\i'  liciii  in  his  ordinary 
mood  110  inori.'  cruel  ihiin  the  avurai^c  Driton  or 
Frenchman,  but  he  was  certainly  coarser  in  his  treat- 
ment of  natives  and  animals  in  his  ser\  ice,  and  less 
apt  to  flinch  at  the  si^dit  of  their  suffering's.  To  use 
knives  in  thefl.mUs  of  their  v.ai,'L;on-oxen  as  a  means 
of  urjjinj;  them  forward  seems  to  have  been  one  of 
their  methods  when  on  a  journey.' 

Of  course  ue  must  remember  tlie  rude  conditions 
under  which  he  lived,  v.here  the  daily  slaujjhter  or 
waste  of  life,  human  and  animal,  goln^  on  before  his 
eyes  made  him  '.is  .sensitive  to  sufferings  which 
might  appear  shocKUig  to  a  more  civilised  race  not 
accustomed  to  the  sight  of  its  slaughter-houses. 

It  is  true  the  Hottentot  was  allowed  redress  by  the 
law,  if  he  could  reach  it,  and  if  he  could  prove  his 
case.  Hut  how  was  a  Hottentot  herdsman  on  a  farm 
of  the  Nieuwveld  or  Agter  Uruintjes  Hoogteto  lay  his 
complaint?  He  had  to  travel  pcrhasp  a  hundred  or 
two  hundred  miles  to  reach  the  nearest  drostdj-,  hiding 
by  day  in  swi..nps  or  caverns,  and  travelling  only  at 
night  in  order  not  to  be  retaken  and,  it  might  be, 
summarily  shot  as  a  runaway.  If  he  aid  reach  the 
drostdy  and  state  his  case,  he  was  at  once  .sent  to  the 

p.  250.  See  also  ihc  pamphlet  by  (leneral  Janssens'  privates 
secretary,  quoted  by  Barrow,  which  gi\es  more  ferocious  in- 
stances of  cruelty  than  anything  stated  Ijy  Harrow  himself 
vol.  ii.,  p.  405. 

■  Barrow,  vol.  i.,  p.  183  ;  i'orclval,  p.  58. 
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troitk,  or  prison  for  blacks,  to  wait  there  till  his 
master  might  appear,  and  then  he  was  brought  out  to 
face  a  boarclof//.v ;«>-(/(/(■«,  who  were  themselves  farmers, 
and  probably  shared  fully  the  prevalent  indifference 
and  contempt  of  the  Boer  for  the  sufferings  of  a 
coloured  race.  I'"or  long  his  only  real  chance  of 
justice  in  the  remoter  districts  was  if  a  magistrate  like 
Honoratus  Maynier  happened  to  be  landdrost,  or  if 
he  could  reach  the  missionary  station  at  Hethelsdorp, 
where  a  man  of  commanding  character  like  Dr. 
Vanderkemp  might  be  able  to  get  his  case  inquired 
into.  But  if  cases  of  cruelty  and  oppression  were 
frequent  even  under  British  rule  and  almo.-^t  under  the 
eye  of  the  missionary,'  what  must  have  been  the  state 
of  things  when  the  government  was  weak  and  a 
missionary  had  never  been  seen  beyond  the  Gamtoos  ? 

It  is  not  surprising  that  a  race  subjected  to  hopeless 
oppression  for  generations  .should  exhibit  marks  of 
deep  degradation,  should  be  indolent,  filthy,  glut- 
tonous, fond  of  brandy,  dacha,  or  anything  else  that 
could  make  them  forget  for  the  time  their  woes  and 
the  disgrace  of  their  condition,  for  this  last  point  they 
felt  acutely. 

Yet  listless  and  sunken  as  they  were  they  had  some 
characteristic  virtues  rather  unusual  in  a  degraded  and 
savage  race.    There  was  a  native  mildness,  an  absence 

'  See  the  Hethelsdorp  correspondence  in  Philip's  Researchei, 
vol.  ii.,  appendices  xi.—  xv. 
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both  of  ferocity  and  cunning  in  their  disposition. 
They  were  docile,  |M;rfectly  harmless,  honest  and 
faithful  ;  they  were  even  truthful  as  a  [leoplc  :  "  from 
lying  and  stealing,"  Barrow  says  decisively,  the 
"  Hottentot  may  be  considered  exempt."  '  So  write 
the  older  authorities  very  generally,  but  later  travel- 
li-r.t,  after  emancipation  d.-»ys,  do  not  have  such  a  good 
report  of  their  truthfulness  or  honesty.  By  that  time 
they  may  have  acquired  with  their  freedom  some  of 
the  vices  of  "  mean  whites." 

They  were  not  without  talents  ;  they  learned  Dutch 
or  English  quickly,  were  e.^jiert  drivers  and  marks- 
men, and  no  contemptible  soldiers  when  well  led. 
As  scouts  or  on  the  spoor  they  were  not  to  be 
excelled. 

In  the  first  volume  of  Thompson's  Travels  there  is 
a  very  good  drawing  of  an  old  Hottentot  herdsman 
taker  from  the  life,  which  is  worth  looking  at.  The 
melancholy  eyes,  the  simple  and  rather  amiable  ex- 
pression, the  weak,  relaxed  mouth  and  generally  list- 
le.ss,  knock-kneed  attitude  illustrate  excellently  the 
character  of  the  Hottentot  as  described  by  the 
travellers  of  that  time.  In  default  of  the  picture 
the  reader  may  take  Pringle's  pen-portrait  of 
the  Hottentot  in  the  following  sonnet,  which,  as 
Thompson  remarks,  might  have  been  written  to  ac- 
company the  engraving,  so  entirely  does  it  coincide 
'  Vol.  i.  p.  151. 
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with  the  hittrr  in  tlu-  features  it   seizes  as  character- 
istic of  the  race. 

.\Til(l,  nul.ciKlii)!)-,  ami  ■.tdalp  he  siamls, 
■I'lniliiiH  aiiiitlii-r's  tlcuks  ii|iiin  the  licliU- 
His  f.itllfi-'-*  atu:c   -where  now  the  White  Man  builiU 
His  hiiine.  anil  issues  forth  his  proud  eonnnands. 
Ills  dark  eye  flashes  not  ;  his  listless  hands 
Support  the  boor's  huge  firelock  ;  but  the  shields 
Anil  quivers  of  his  r.iee  are  >ione     he  yields, 
Submissively,  his  freedom  and  his  lands. 
M.1S  he  no  tourajje  ?     (Ince  he  had,  but,  lo  ! 
Harsh  Servitude  hath  worn  hiiii  to  the  bone. 
No  enterprise  ?     Alas  1  the  brand,  the  blo« 
Have  humbled  him  lo  dust     his  Hope  is  j;one. 
"  He's  a  base-hearted  hound— not  worth  his  food," 
His  master  cries  ; — "  he  has  no  i;-ra/i/utA' .'" 

Interest  ill  the  pure  Hotteiitnt  race  is  now  mainly 
historical.  Its  place  In  South  Africa  has  been  taki.n  by 
mi.xeci  breeds,  especially  the  Cape-boys  and  Hastards, 
or  Griquas,  the  latter  a  stronger  race— the  piodih  t 
itiaini)-  of  C'aije  iJutchmeii  and  Hottentot  women. 

■  '  'ition  of  the  slaves  and  Hottentots  within 
'.!>■  I'  ;,)  ^heti,  was  one  of  tile  first  things  to  call  for 
the  attention  of  the  Hritish  Governor  after  It  became 
apparent  that  the  Colony  was  to  be  a  permanent  [lart 
of  the  Kinpire.  The  kind  of  legislation  evitlently  re- 
quired at  this  time  was  that  which  .should  define  the 
rights  of  these  Inferior  races  more  strictly  and  extend 
to  them  a  better  protection  from  the  laws,  without 
too  much  disturbing  the  economic  condition  of  the 
country. 
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But  legislation  of  this  kind  was  a  vexation  to 
the  Boer,  especially  to  the  Boer  of  the  remoter  dis- 
tricts, who  was  accustomed  to  look  on  everything, 
man  and  beast  alike,  within  his  six  miles  of  farm 
land,  with  the  eye  of  an  absolute  lord  and  master. 
He  had  the  strictest  notions  of  the  discipline  neces- 
sary for  slaves  and  servants  of  an  inferior  race.  In 
his  eyes  they  were  lazy,  treacherous  vagabonds,  whom 
nothing  but  the  whip  and  even  severer  methods 
could  keep  in  order.  He  hardly  considered  them  of 
the  same  human  race  as  himself.  The  direct  testimony 
of  all  missionaries  and  travellers  in  South  Africa  proves 
that  the  Boers  generally  were  decidedly  hostile  to  the 
instruction  of  either  slaves  or  Hottentot  servants  in 
the  Christian  religion.  Besides  their  unwillingness  to 
admit  the  common  humanity  of  the  coloured  races,  a 
vague  notion,  founded  on  a  custom  of  the  earliest 
colonists,  seems  to  have  existed  amongst  them,  that 
baptized  slaves  and  natives  had  a  kind  of  legal 
status,  and  an  old  law  of  the  Colony  at  least  pro- 
hibited them  being  sold. 


VIII 


rd  Caledon's  Administration— Attempt  to  Solve  the  Hottentot 
Problem— The  Operation  of  the  Pass  Law— Establishment 
of  the  Circuit  Courts— Sir  John  Cradock's  Policy— The 
Apprenticeship  System— Expulsion  of  the  Kaffirs  from  the 
Zuurveld. 

When  the  British  took  possession  of  the  Cape  for  the 
second  time,  they  had  a  better  idea  of  the  grave  racial 
problems  they  had  to  face  in  that  country.  The  first 
Governor  was  the  Earl  of  Caledon  (1807-18 1 1).  He 
was  a  young  man  of  high  character  and  abilities,  and 
entered  upon  his  task  with  all  the  boldness  and 
energy  of  youth.  He  fitted  out  expeditions  to  ex- 
plore the  great  tracts  north  of  the  Orange  River, 
inhabited  by  the  Bechuanas  and  other  tribes,  it  being 
desirable  to  know  what  you  might  have  one  day  to 
meet  in  that  quarter  ;  he  sent  Colonel  Collins  as  com- 
missioner to  investigate  the  condition  of  the  Bushmen  ; 
he  induced  the  Moravian  Brethren,  whose  work  at 
Gnadenthal  he  highly  commended,  to  establish 
another  mission-station  at  Groenekloof,  near  Cape- 
town ;   and  he  was   the   first  to  give  Capetown,  in 


I    ■':     1  I 


III, 


':    \ 


ii' 


■34 


BRITAIN'S  TITLE  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA 


spite  of  much  opposition  from  the  conservative 
Dutch,  a  good  system  of  water-supply  by  means  of 
iron  pipes  and  pumps,  and  thus  save  the  immense 
daily  labour  of  the  slaves  employed  in  carrj'ing  water. 
But  the  two  great  measures  of  his  administration,  by 
which  he  hoped  to  solve  the  problem  of  the  coloured 
races  within  the  Colony,  were  the  Proclamation  of 
1809,  and  the  establishment  of  the  Annual  Circuit 
Courts  in  181 1. 

The  celebrated  Proclamation  of  1809  (the  reader 
will  find  it  in  the  Appendix  of  Bird's  or  of  Philip's 
book)  was  intended  to  fix  and  regulate  the  condition 
of  the  Hottentots  in  the  Colony.  It  contains  some 
wise  and  benevolent  provisions  for  the  treatment  of 
the  Hottentot  servant,  the  very  necessity  of  which  is 
a  convincing  proof,  were  there  no  other,  of  the  oppres- 
sive servitude  into  which  the  race  had  fallen.  The 
loth  Article,  for  example,  prescribes  that  "  the  master 
shall  in  no  case  be  allowed  to  detain,  or  prevent  from 
departing,  the  wife  or  children  of  any  Hottentot  that 
has  been  in  service,  after  the  expiration  of  the  term  of 
their  husband  or  father,  under  pretence  of  a  security 
for  what  he  is  indebted  to  him."  This  Article,  in  par- 
ticular, put  an  end  to  the  practice  which  the  Boers 
had  long  exercised,  as  if  it  were  a  legal  right,  of  re- 
taining Hottentot  children  as  "  apprentices  "  till  their 
twenty-fifth  year.'    In  another  Article,  the  6th,  which 

'  See  Pringle's  Narrative,  p.  68. 
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allows  the  customary  punishment  of  the  Hottentot  if 
he  has  made  "  a  false  or  wanton  complaint "  {i.e.,  if  he 
has  failed  to  prove  his  case  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
board  of  heemraden),  it  is  found  necessary  to  make 
the  following  proviso:  "This  Article  is  not  to  extend 
to  ill-treatment,  accompanied  by  mutilation  or  injtiiy 
done  to  any  part  or  limb  of  the  body,  by  which  the 
complainant  may  be  deprived  of  the  use  thereof  for 
some  time,  or  for  ever." 

Comment  on  the  condition  of  a  race  which  stood  in 
need  of  such  protective  legislation  as  this  is  surely 
needless. 

But  the  Proclamation  of  1809  had  also  another  side. 
The  young  English  Governor  had  heard  much,  no 
doubt,  about  the  need  of  cheap  labour  on  the  farms  of 
the  Boer,  about  the  dangers  of  vagrant  pilfering  Hot- 
tentots, and  about  the  combination  of  Hottentots  and 
Kaffirs  in  the  forays  of  i8ot.  The  man  whom  he 
chiefly  trusted  in  these  matters.  Colonel  Collins,  whom 
he  had  sent  as  commissioner  to  the  Eastern  Frontier, 
was  a  practical  military  man,  with  an  eye  for  order, 
discipline,  and  the  immediate  usefulness  of  things, 
but  somewhat  limited  in  his  insight  into  the  larger 
issues  of  things.  It  appears  to  have  been  at  his  sugges- 
tion that  Lord  Caledon,  who  in  any  case  was  naturally 
anxious  to  satisfy,  as  far  as  he  could,  the  Dutch 
farmers,  inserted  three  Articles  into  his  Proclamation, 
the  1st,  1 5th,  and  16th,  any  one  of  which  was  sufficient 
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as  administered  by  Dutcli  landdrosts,  heemraden,  and 
field-cornets,  to  rivet  the  chains  of  the  Hottentots 
even  more  firmly  than  before.  The  three  together 
constituted  the  strictest  form  of  a  vagrancy  law  that 
could  be  framed.  The  Hottentot  was  required  to 
have  a  fixed  and  registered  pI-"-e  of  abode  which  he 
could  not  leave  for  another  district  without  the  permit 
of  the  fiscal  or  landdrost ;  he  was  not  allowed  to  enter 
any  service  without  a  certificate  from  the  landdrost  or 
field-cornet,  or  his  previous  master  ;  he  could  not, 
ev-,1  in  the  service  of  his  master,  go  about  the  country 
wii'-out  a  pass,  which  any  one  was  entitled  to  ask 
him  for,  and  arrest  him  if  he  could  not  produce  it. 
The  penalty  for  failure  to  comply  with  these  regula- 
tions was  "  being  considered  and  treated  as  vaga- 
bonds," that  is,  being  put  into  the  tronk,  until  he 
accepted  service  with  a  farmer,  usually  the  one  who 
arrested  him. 

The  practical  result  of  the  Proclamation  was  to  put 
the  Hottentot  completely  at  the  mercy  of  the  Boer, 
heemraden,  and  field-cornets.  It  condemned  a  man 
who  had  no  land,  nor  opportunity  of  acquiring  land, 
to  a  "  fixed  place  of  abode."  ' 

With  the  best  of  intentions  the  young  Governor  had 
enacted  one  of  the  subtlest  devices  ever  fallen  upon 

'  The  whole  of  the  land  held  in  the  colony  by  Hottentots  on 
legal  rights  (five  or  six  orivileged  persons),  did  not  exceed  200 
acres.     See  Philip,  vo      .,  p.  250. 
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for  enslaving  a  people  in  the  circumstances  of  the 
Hottentots,  the  Pass  Law.     When  a  Hottentot's  term 
of  service  with  a  farmer  expired,  what  was  he  to  do  ? 
Procure  a  pass  ;  whither  ?  he  had  no  "  fixed  abode  " 
except  his  master's  farm.    The  pass  was  usually  given 
therefore,  to  the  nearest  field-cornet  or  landdrost,  who 
might  impress  him  to  serve  as  a  soldier,  or  turn  him 
on  to  some  public  work  at  a  cheap  rate,  or  order  him 
to  find  a  i.cw  master  within  a  day.     For  a  Hottentot 
with  a  wife  and  family  the  case  was  hopeless  ;  he 
could  only  leave  one  service  for  another,  with  masters 
who  knew  he  was  absolutely  in  their  power.     If  a 
Hottentot  not  in  service  with  the  Boers  lost  his  pass, 
or  had  it  forcibly  taken  from  him,  which  might  easily 
happen,   he  was  dragged  before  a  field-cornet  and 
compelled  to  enter  the  service  of  the  person  who  had 
seized  him.»     His  only  real  shelter  was  the  mission 
station  ; '  there  he  was  sure  of  good  treatment  and,  if 
he  was  hired  out,  of  fair  remuneration  for  his  labour  ; 
or  he  might  be  allowed  a  piece  of  land  to  cultivate 
for  himself  and  his  family. 

Lord  Caledon  had  done  his  best  in  a  diflfjcult 
matter,  and  no  doubt  oflRcial  circles  in  Capetown  and 
the  well-bred   loungers  at  the  Club  House   in   the 

'  ^'-^e  Philip,  Researches,  vol.  i.,  p.  168-171. 

"  See  Van  Rhyneveld's  "  Report  on  the  Condition  of  the 
Hottentots  in  1801,"  Records,  1801-3,  p.  90.  This  Report  served 
as  the  basis  of  Lord  Caledon's  Proclamation. 
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Heeregragt  congratulated  him  on  having  scored  a 
great  success,  and  solved  the  double  problem  of 
giving  the  Hottentots  the  legal  protection  they  stood 
in  need  of,  and  also  meeting  the  demands  of  the 
Boers  for  cheap  labour. 

Perhaps  Lor^  Caledon's  enactment,  administered 
with  mildness  and  justice,  as  it  would  be  in  the 
districts  near  Capetown,  was  no  bad  solution  of  the 
difficulty.  But  the  administration  of  such  a  law  in 
the  districts  about  Capetown,  almost  under  the  eyes 
of  the  Governor'  and  the  South  African  Society,  was 
one  thing,  and  its  working  in  the  remote  districts  of 
Graaff-Reinet  and  Uitenhage  quite  another.  There 
it  was  administered  by  local  magistrates,  who  were 
themselves,  except  at  the  drostdies,  grazier-boers, 
with  all  the  contempt  and  prejudice  of  that  race  for 
the  Hottentot,  and  far  from  any  immediate  super- 
vision or  control.  It  was  there  also,  in  these  eastern 
districts,  that  two-thirds  of  the  whole  Hottentot 
race  in  the  Colony  lived.  In  Barrow's  time  the 
average  number  of  Hottentot  servants  on  a  Graaff- 
Reinet  farm  was  thirteen. 

Here  also  Lord  Caledon  did  his  best  to  meet  the 
difficulty.  During  a  tour  which  he  made  to  the 
eastern  frontier  he  was  painfully  impressed  by  the 
fact  that  the  Hottentots  who  came  to  state  their  cases 
to  him,  came  at  night,  in  terror,  says  Bird,  lest  they 
should  be  seen  by  their  masters.     He  seems  then  to 
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have  realised  more  clearly  the  chance  which  the  pro- 
tective side  of  his  Proclamation  of  1 809  had  of  b-;ing 
carried  into  effect  in  the  remote  frontier  districts 
where  the  vast  majority  of  the  Hottentots  were 
employed.  Accordingly,  in  181 1,  he  issued  another 
Proclamation,  which  was  perhaps  his  greatest  legacy 
to  the  Colony.  By  it  he  established  annual  Circuit 
Courts  through  the  distant  drostdies  for  the  purpose 
of  trying  important  cases  and  reviewing  the  acts  of 
the  landdrosts  and  other  officials.  There  were  special 
provisions  also  for  affording  Hottentots,  and  slaves 
at  a  distance  from  the  drostdy,  an  opportunity  of 
making  their  complaints. 

Of  this  last  measure  VVilberforce  Hird,  who  reflected 
a  sort  of  moderate  liberal  and  official  opinion  at  the 
Cape,  says,  "  it  checked  the  hitherto  unrestrained 
violence  of  the  Boers,  which  before  that  time  passed 
unnoticed  for  a  long  period,  and  often  remained  wholly 
unpunished."  No  doubt  it  did  some  good,  yet  the 
tendency  of  the  local  officials  to  connive  at  and 
conceal  the  misdemeanours  of  their  countrymen 
was  so  great,  that  some  years  afterwards  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  to  report  on  the  go.frnment  of 
the  Cape,  as  quoted  by  Pringle,  declared  that  in  many 
districts  the  protective  clauses  of  Lord  Caledon's 
Proclamation  had  become  almost  a  dead  letter.' 


'  Pringle's  Narrative,  p.  255  ;  Report  on  Government  of  the 
Cape,  pp.  9-19. 
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The  merit  of  Lord  Caledon's  work  has  been 
obscured  both  by  Theal  and  Philip.  The  first 
separates  and  disperses  the  facts  in  his  usual  way,  so 
that  the  reader  gets  no  clear  view  of  the  British 
Governor's  magnanimous  efforts  to  do  justice  and 
meet  the  conflici  iig  needs  of  both  the  races,  white 
and  black,  under  his  rule  ; '  while  Philip  is  so  taken 
rp  with  the  oppressive  operation  of  the  Pass  Law 
that  he  almost  overlooks  the  other  side  of  Lord 
Caledon's  legislation. 

The  British  authorities  were  certainly  doing  their 
best  with  a  difficult  problem.  P>erything  depended, 
first,  on  the  nice  adjustment  of  the  law  for  two  almost 
opposite  ends,  to  protect  the  Hottentot  from  oppres- 
sion and  yet  force  him  into  the  service  of  the  Boer, 
and  secondly,  on  the  impart!  .lity  with  which  the 
local  magistrates,  mostly  Boers  themselves,  admin- 
istered the  law  for  both  of  those  ends.  Perhaps  the 
two  ends  were  incompatible  in  the  circumstances  of 
the  country  at  that  time,  and  the  British  authorities, 
in  their  attempts  to  do  their  best  for  the  Boer 
graziers,  were  going  perilously  near  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Hottentot  race  to  a  legal  condition  of 
slavery. 

This    was    decidedly   the    case    when    Sir    John 


*  See  Theal's  History  of  South  Africa^  Chap,  xxxi.,  pp. 
140-166,  and  Chap,  xxxv.,  p.  340,  and  understand  his  methods 
once  for  all. 
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Cradock,  who 'succeeded  Lord  Caledon  as  Governor 
in  181  r,  issued  his  Proclamation  of  1812,  which 
restored  the  old  Dutch  system  of  the  enforced 
"  apprenticeship  "  of  Hottentot  children  born  on  the 
farms  of  the  Hoers.  The  fourth  Article  of  this 
proclamation  reads  thus  : 

VVhen  such  children  as  are  born  in  the  service  of  the  farmers 
or  inhabitants,  have  attained  the  age  of  eight  years,  and  have 
been  maintained  by  such  farmers  or  inhabitants  during  that 
period,  the  landdrost  of  the  district  shall  apprentice  such 
Hottentots,  male  or  female,  to  the  farmer  or  inhabitant  by 
whom  they  have  been  so  maintained,  in  case  he  be  willing  to 
receive  such  apprentice,  for  ten  years,  provided  that  the  person 
to  whom  the  Hottentot  is  to  be  bound,  is  a  person  of  humanity, 
and  one  upon  whom  strict  reliance  for  the  good  treatment  of  the 
apprentice  may  be  placed  ;  and  in  case  the  person  who  has 
maintained  the  Hottentot  for  the  period  of  eight  years  aforesaid, 
shall  not  be  willing  to  take  such  Hottentot  as  an  apprentice  for 
the  term  of  ten  years,  or  that  the  person  in  question  be  not  such 
upon  whose  humanity  or  circumstances  the  landdrost  can  place 
reliance  for  the  good  treatment  of  the  Hottentot,  thin  the 
landdrost  is  hereby  authorised  to  bind  such  Hottentot  unto  such 
other  humane  person  within  his  district  as  he  shall  think  fit, 
for  the  period  aforesaid. 

Dr.  Theal,  who  indexes  mere  rumours  and  views 
of  his  own,  as  if  they  were  matters  of  fact,  does  not 
make  the  slightest  reference  to  this  important  altera- 
tion in  the  status  of  the  Hottentot  in  his  account  of 
Sir  John  Cradock's  administration  in  Chapter  xxxi. 
of  his  history.  But  four  chapters  later,  in  his  account 
of   General    Bourke's   administration    sixteen   years 
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afterwards,  he  refers  to  it  casually,  and  avers  that 
"  it  had  more  effect  in  raising  these  people  (the 
Hottentots)  towards  civilisation  than  any  other  regu- 
lation ever  made  concerning  them." 

It  does  seem  very  probable  that  Sir  John's  measure 
had  some  good  effects  in  the  way  of  disciplining  the 
Hottentots,  but  on  the  other  hand  Pringle,  I'hilip, 
Read  and  others,  who  knew  the  condition  of  the 
Hottentots  of  that  period  better  than  any  one  of  our 
time  can  know  it,  are  very  doubtful  of  its  good  effects 
and  very  sure  of  its  evils.  These  authorities  point 
out  that  it  either  kept  whole  families  in  enforced 
service  to  protect  their  families,  or  that  it  separated 
parents  from  their  children  and  left  young  Hottentot 
females  to  grow  up  unguarded  amongst  the  slaves 
and  herdsmen.' 

The  safeguards,  too,  for  the  just  administration  of  t'.'s 
law  were  often  of  little  use.  The  official  corresp'  i- 
ence  between  the  Bethelsdorp  mission  and  the  nd- 
drost  of  Uitenhage  shows  clearly  that  two  Hottentot 
girls  about  twenty-four  years  of  age,  who  had  taken 
refuge  there,  were  claimed  by  a  farmer  as  respectively 
eleven  and  twelve.  The  missionary,  Mr.  Read, 
accordingly  protested,  and  Landdrost  Cuyler,  on 
investigation,  a  nitted  the  facts,  but  rewarded  Mr. 
Read  for  his  exposure  of  the  imposition  by  an  official 
note  forbidding  him  to  "  receive  any  Hottentots  of 
'  Philip,  Researches,  vol.  i.  p.  183, 
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whatever  description "  at  his  institution  without  a 
written  permission  from  himself.'  The  landdrost— 
he  was  an  officer  in  the  Hritish  army-had  thus  taken 
away  the  right  of  asylum  from  Hethelsdorp. 

One  result,  I  think,  of  Sir  John's  Proclamation 
must  have  been  to  increase  any  disinclination  the 
marrie<l  Hottentot  might  have  for  the  service  of  the 
Boers,  at  any  rate  of  all  but  those  of  the  best 
reputation  for  kindly  treatment  of  their  servants  •  it 
must  have  helped  to  fill  the  missionary  stations 
where  the  Hottentot  could  at  least  leave  his  family  if 
he  himself  went  into  service.  In  this  way  it  helped 
to  make  the  conflict  between  the  missionaries  and  the 
Boers  more  acute,  for  it  added  a  new  class  of  disputes 
over  apprenticed  children  to  those  which  already 
existed. 

It  placed  very  great  power  also  in  the  hands  of  the 
landdrost,  practically  the  patronage  of  all  Hottentot 
labour,  and  it  inevitably  drew  the  Briti.sh  Governor 
and  his  British  officials  into  an  antagonistic  attitude 
towards  the  missions  for  Hottentots,  an  attitude 
which  often  developed,  as  in  the  case  of  Landdrost 
Cuyler  and  the  Bcthelsdorp  mission,  into  as  bitter  a 
conflict  as  that  which  existed  between  the  mission- 
aries  and  the  Boers. 
Sir  John  Cradock  was  not  an  inhumane  man,  and, 

'  See  this  and  other  ruses  of  like  nature  in  Philip's  Rtscarche, 
Appendix,  p.  425.  ' 
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had  he  never  left  England,  might  have  sat  on  the 
committee  of  the  African  Institution  or  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  but  his  letter  of 
February  loth,  1814,  to  the  Rev.  John  Campbell, 
then  visiting  Africa  as  Deputy  from  the  London 
Missionary  Society,  shows  conci'  ively,  under  its 
official  tone  of  moderation  and  pi  iliteness,  that  he  had 
taken  a  decided  lire  against  the  extension  of 
missions  in  the  Colony. 

You  are  well  aware  [he  writes]  that  the  disinclination  to 
ncrease,or  even  to  maintain  the  institutions  already  established 
in  th'  :olony,  is  almost  universal  ;  and  that  the  general  alarm 
and  outcry  is,  that  if  they  are  permitted  to  enlarge  or  dissemi- 
."ate,  the  most  fatal  injury  will  ensue  to  the  agriculture  and 
sustenance  of  the  community.  All  this  must  be  admitted  by 
every  reasonable  man  :  if  idleness  is  allowed  to  prevail,  or  if  the 
labours  in  the  held,  at  the  proper  season  of  the  year,  are  not 
cheerfully  accorded  to  all  the  surrounding  farmers,  to  ensure 
industry  in  general  and  more  extensive  usefulness,  it  would 
seem  very  injudicious  to  allot  any  considerable  portion  of  land 
to  these  institutions,  that  would  render  them  independent  of 
connection  A'ith  the>;  neighbours,  and  allow  them  to  look  upon 
all  around  them  -.vith  indifttrence.' 

That  paragraph  expresi-es  plainly  enough  what  the 
policy  of  the  Briti.sh  authorities  had  been  for  some 
years,  and  what  it  continued  to  be  for  many  years 
more.  The  existence  of  slave-labour  in  any  form, 
however  mitigated,  will  always  raise  the  same  problem 
and  the  same  cry. 

'  See  Cradock's  letter  in  Philip's  Researches,  Appendix 
No.  iv. 
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Of  course,  Sir  John's  legislation  was  popular  with 
the  Hocrs.  It  gave  them  the  cheafxist  class  of  labour, 
and  it  often  kept  a  whole  Hottentot  family  jwr- 
manently  in  the  service  of  a  farmer  in  order  not  to 
leave  their  children  b  Irtid  them. 

On  the  Kaffir  frontier  also  the  policy  of  the  British 
Governors  was  designed  to  meet,  as  far  as  [wssible 
the  views  of  the  Boers.     The  Zuurvekl  in  that  region 
had  long  been  a  kind  of  "  Debatcable  Land."     In 
Barrow's   time  the  name  was  occasionally  given  to 
the  country  along  the  coast  between  the  Sunday  and 
the  Fish  Rivers,  but  later  it  was  more  strictly  reserved 
for  the  part  between  the  Bushman's  and   the   Fish 
River.     The  colonists  claimed  it  as  part  of  the  colony 
smce  Pettenberg's  time,  and   especially  since   Lord 
Macartney's  arrangement  with  the  Kaffir  chief  Gaika 
But  the  native  chiefs  in  the  Zuurveld  contested  the 
claim  on  various  counts,  and  even,  as  Dr.  Vanderkemp 
tells  us,  claimed  the  land  as  far  as  the  Sunday  River, 
as  Kaffir  territory.'     It  was  in  many  parts  a  fertile' 
and  beautiful  country,  well  watered  and  rich  in  woods 
and  pasture,  and  was  occupied  by  the  Gunukwebes, 
a  tribe  of  mixed  blood,  partly  representing  the  old 
Hottentot  clan  which  had  held  this  region  in  the  days 
of  Van  Riebeek.     Ndlambe's  tribe   also,  and  other 
Kaffir  tribes,  who  were  mostl>-  at  enmity  with   the 

'  See  Evangelical  Magazine,  vol.  10,  p.  193. 
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Gaika,  or  refused  to  acknowledge  his  authority,  lived 
in  the  district. 

In  Chapter  VI.  I  have  already  related  the 
complete  failure  of  the  commando  led  by  Tjaart  van 
der  Walt  in  1803  against  the  Zuurveld  Kaffirs,  and 
the  acceptance  by  the  Boers  of  the  status  quo  ante. 
During  the  period  of  the  restored  Dutch  rule  ('1803- 
1806)  no  further  expedition  was  attempted  against 
them,  and  the  Kaffirs  considered  that  their  claims 
had  been  made  good  alike  by  war  and  in  equity.' 

The  British  authorities,  however,  on  their  re-occupa- 
tion of  the  Colony,  undertook  the  task  of  expelling 
the  Kaffirs  from  the  Zuurveld.  In  181 1  Sir  John 
Cradock,  then  newly  arrived,  as.'-:mbled  a  great  force 
of  burghers  and  troops  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Graham,  about  800  of  the  former  and  1,200 
of  the  latter,  and  drove  the  various  Kaffir  tribes, 
Cungwa's  clan  (the  Gunukwebes),  Ndlambe's  clan, 
Tshatshu's  clan,  and  other  petty  sections  of  the  Kosa 
race,  about  20,000  in  all,  across  the  Fish  River, 
destroying  their  kraals  and  their  garden  produce, 
which  was  just  then  in  the  blade.  Some  of  them 
were  mere  refugees  in  the  Zuurveld,  but  others  had 
been  there  for  generations,  and  some  were  descend- 
ants of  Ghonaquas,  who  had  fed    their  flocks   and 


'  See  the  remarkable  speech  of  the  KafKr  councillor,  from 
Stockenstrom's  notes,  in  Pringle's  NarratiVi .  pp.  303-5. 
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lon"'t^  '""^'^  °"  '"^  ''"''  °'-  '-^^  Sunday  Rive! 
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IX 


The  MissioMry  Societies  in  South  Africa-The  Moravian 
Brethren-The  London  Missionary  Society-Dr.  Vander- 
kemp. 

Between  the  British  official  of  this  period,  whether 
Governor,  military  officer  on  the  frontier,  or  provincial 
magistrate,  and  the  ordmary  Boer  there  was  consider- 
able sympathy,  and  much  that  was  common  in  their 
way  of  regarding  the  subject  races.  Both  were  aris- 
tocrats in  their  different  ways  ;  both  were  hunters  and 
men  of  war  ;  both  had  very  decided  notions  as  to  the 
methods  by  which  an  inferior  black  race  was  to  be 
governed  and  disciplined;  and  both,  in  general, 
had  much  the  same  contempt  for  philanthropic 
theories— ideals  which  serve  no  immediate  purpose, 
and  generally  for  all  that  train  of  Christian  virtues, 
the  exaltation  of  humility  and  patience,  the  charity 
that  hopeth  all  things,  which  Nietzsche  declares  to 
be  the  natural  creed  of  the  "serf  race."  Perhaps 
the    chief  difference   was  that  the  British  aristocrat 
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being  of  gentler  birth  and  training  had  a  decided 
aversion  to  anything  lilte  personal  ill-treatment  of 
the  native. 

Both  were  also  great  professors  of  Christianity,  in 
their  fashion,  the  Englishman  in  a  decent  official  way, 
and  the  Boers  in  the  spirit  of  a  chosen  people,  to  whom 
all  things  were  lawful,  especially  the  spoiling  of  the 
heathen.  An  armed  party  of  Boers  who  went  out 
to  shoot  down,  quite  on  general  principles,  a  few 
Bushmen  on  the  frontier,  would  sing  three  of  Willem 
Sluiter's  hymns,  and  take  a  glass  of  brandy  before 
starting.  But  the  Boers  had  not  forgotten,  as  Mr. 
Bryce  suggests  ("there  is  neither  bond  nor  free.") 
Galat'ans  iii.  28.  They  had  it  very  well  in  their  minds 
as  an  excellent  reason  for  prohibiting  the  baptism 
of  slaves  and  refusing  to  acknowledge  the  com- 
munion of  Hottentots  and  Kaffirs.  "  Hottentot  Pre- 
dikant,"  their  name  for  the  missionary,  was  with  them 
a  term  of  supreme  contempt. 

In  short,  the  principles  of  Christianity  and  the  doc- 
trine of  the  surviv.-l  of  the  fittest  were  in  very  open 
conflict  in  South  Africa,  as  the  latter  was  operated 
by  the  British  official  and  the  Boer.  Nor  do  I  think, 
in  the  case  of  the  latter  at  least,  that  this  policy  was 
accompanied,  or  justified,  by  any  views  or  hopes  that 
in  this  way  the  ultimate  civilisation  of  the  native  races 
was  to  be  achieved.  To  the  ordinary  Boer  the  native 
was  no  better  than  the  ox  of  the  field,  to  be  freely 
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used  up  in  his  service,  and  the  British  Governor  was 
at  most  a  kind  of  member  of  the  Society  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Cruelty  to  Animals. 

This  tyrannous  instinct  is  by  no  means  peculiar  to 
the  Boer,  but  is  that  of  all  dominant  races  whenever 
the  laws  give  it  a  chance  of  growth.  Nothing  is  more 
striking  than  the  change  of  .sentiment  experienced  by 
many  of  the  British  immigrants,  good  Scotch  Presby- 
terians and  Englisli  Methodists,  who  came  out  to 
Cape  Colony  in  i8.',  overflowing  with  indignation 
at  the  treatment  they  heard  the  natives  received  from 
the  Dutch  farmers  ;  but  after  they  had  been  a  year  or 
two  there,  not  a  few  of  them  were  as  eager  as  the 
Boers  to  subject  cheap  Hottentot  labour  to  their 
commands.' 

But  the  policy  of  establishing  legal  servitude  for 
the  native  races  could  never  obtain  any  full  or  sys- 
tematic development  in  South  Africa  under  British 
rule.  It  was  checked  and  modified  from  the  begin- 
ning by  the  well-known  opinion  of  the  BriJsh  public 
at  home  in  such  matters,  and  it  found  a  resolute 
and  persistent  opponent  in  the  British  missionary. 

It  was  in  connection  with  this  question  of  protective 
legis'.aciou  for  slaves  and  natives,  that  the  British 
missionary  began  to  make  himself  felt  as  a  political 


*  See  Pringle's  Narrative ;  and  the  w.iges  account  filed  by 
Alexander  Biggar  against  his  Hottentot  servant  in  Philip's, 
Appendix,  p.  440. 
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force  in  South  Africa.     The  value  of  his  work  was  at 
one  time  the  subject  of  fierce  disputes  in  the  Colony, 
the  memory  of  which  still  lives  amongst  the  Trans- 
vaal Boers,  and  in.the  somewhat  vindictive  representa- 
tion which  is  sivcn  of  his  work  in  Dr.  Theal's  History 
of  South  Africa.  If  Dr.  Theal's  histories  were  deficient 
in  nothing  else,  they  would  still  be  grossly  deficient 
in  this,  that  they  almost  ignore  the  part  the  mission- 
ary has  played  in  the  development  of  South  Africa, 
except  occasionally  to  depreciate  it.  At  times,  indeed, 
he  gives  a  bare  enumeration  of  mission  stations,  or 
casually  notes  the  territory  of  some  Kaffir  tribe  as  a 
field  of  missionary  labours,  but  there  is  no  attempt  at 
any  general  appreciation  of  the  missionary's  work  and 
influence  in  South  Africa.     Yet  it  may  be  said  with 
truth  that  in  no  other  part  of  the  modern  world  has 
the  missionary  had  .so  great  a  share  in  moulding  the 
destinies  of  half  a  continent,   and   determining  the 
character  of  its  civilisation. 

The  British  missionary,  in  particular,  who  was  the 
agent  of  powerful  societies  at  home,  and  whose 
periodical  letters  and  reports  were  published  in 
magazines  possessing  a  wide  circulation  in  religious 
and  philanthropic  circles,  had  much  to  do  with  the 
formation  of  public  opinion  in  Great  Britain  in  regard 
to  the  aff-airs  of  Cape  Colony.  He  was  the  "  special 
correspondent "  of  that  period,  the  explorer,  war- 
critic,  economic  observer  and  reporter  of  "  atrocities  " 
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at  a  time  when  such  reporting  had  not  yet  become 
part  of  ordinary  journalistic  enterprise ;  and  his 
influence  was  all  the  greater  that  the  vote  of  the 
religious  or  evangelical  section  of  the  middle  classes, 
whom  he  chiefly  represented,  was  then  a  more  potent 
factor  in  politics  than  it  is  now.  It  is  not  too  much 
to  say  that  the  policy  which  has  made  South  Africa 
outside  of  the  Transvaal  what  it  is  to-day,  which 
gave  the  Hottentot  and  the  Kaffir  a  fair  chance  in 
the  country  of  their  birth  alongside  of  the  white 
man,  whether  as  a  free  citizen  of  Cape  Colony,  or  as 
a  member  of  a  protected  native  state,  was  largely  the 
work  of  the  British  missionary. 

During  the  earlier  period  of  British  rule,  till  about 
1820,  two  great  missionary  societies,  the  Moravian 
Brethren  and  the  London  Missionary  Society,  had 
the  field  almost  to  themselves.  The  difference  be- 
tween the  two  societies  in  their  work  and  methods 
was  marked  in  this  early  period,  and  seems  to  have 
led  the  German  traveller,  Lichtenstein,  and  Dr. 
Theal  following  him,  into  somewhat  unfair  compari- 
sons. The  Moravians,  till  1818,  had  only  two  great 
stations  in  the  colony,  one  at  Genadenthal  and  the 
other  at  Groenekloof  Both  were  comparatively  near 
Capetown,  the  latter  only  forty  miles  north,  and  were 
composed  partly  of  the  better  class  of  half-breeds, 
who  had  been  all  their  lives  in  contact  with  civilisa- 
tion, and  who  found  ready  employment  and  perfect 
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security  for  their  property  in  those  peaceful  districts. 
The  number  of  resident  missionaries  at  the  Moravian 
stations  was  unusually  large,  six,  for  example,  at 
Genadenthal  and  four  at  Groenekloof ;  the  whole  with 
wives  and  families  must  rather  have  resembled  the 
staff  of  a  small  college  than  a  missionary  outpost. 
But  this  contributed  much  to  the  order  and  discipline 
as  well  as  to  the  material  comfort  of  the  settlement. 
Except  in  seasons  of  blight,  therefore,  both  the 
Moravian  settlements  usually  exhibited  a  high  degree 
of  prosperity.  The  Moravian  Brethren  themselves 
were  plain,  sensible  men,  "sound  enough  in  the 
faith,"  reports  one  deputation,  "  but  perhaps  without 
that  heightened  enthusiasm  which  urged  men  like 
Read  and  Moffat  to  carry  the  Gospel  into  the 
wilderness  amongst  remote  and  savage  tribes. 
Gleaning  carefully  amongst  the  missionary  maga- 
zines we  can  see  that  there  were  some  zealous 
persons  who  thought  the  spiritual  tone  of  the 
Moravian  settlements  slightly  defective;  exposition 
of  doctrine,  and  even  prayer,  too  infrequent,  singing 
of  hymns  being  used  instead  at  openings  and  clos- 
ings ;  it  was  even  reported  by  severe  critics,  perhaps 
of  Scotch  nationality,  that  the  Sabbath  was  not 
regarded  as  more  sacred  than  any  other  day  amongst 
them.  Solid,  realistic  Teutons,  the  Moravian  Brethren 
evidently  were,  and  not  likely  to  spend  their  time 
like  St.  Francis,  in  preaching  to  the  fishes,  but  most 
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estimable  in  their  practical  methods,  aiifl  with  some- 
thing of  the  scientific  (ierman  in  their  discipline 
and  precise  regulations.  Most  of  them  were  plain 
mechanics  brought  up  to  a  trade.  The  material 
prosperit}',  in  general,  of  their  settlements  was  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands."  "  As  to  e.xternals,"  one 
deputation  .significantly  reports,  "there  is  every 
prospect  of  prosperity."  (See  Missionary  Register 
for  the  years  1818,  1820,  1830.)  Being  a  foreign 
mission  and  without  any  strong  connections  in  Eng- 
land, the  Moravian  Society  had  no  political  influ- 
ence ;i  indeed,  till  181 8,  it  had  no  station  near 
enough  the  frontier  to  bring  it  into  contact  with  the 
peculiar  problems  of  that  region. 

The  spirit  of  the  London  Missionary  Society'  was 
as  exalted  and  venturous  as  that  of  the  United 
Brethren  was  cautious  and  realistic.  Its  first 
missionaries,  Mr.  Kicherer  and  Dr.  Vanderkemp,  on 
their  arrival  in  1799,  selected  the  most  distant  and 
wildest  parts  of  the  frontier  as  the  field  of  their 
labours,  and  in  1818,  before  the  Wesleyans  had  yet 
established  their  great  line  of  mission  stations  in 
Kafifirland,  and  while  the   Moravians  had  only  just 

*  It  had,  however,  an  auxiliary  London  branch,  and  d 
about  two-thirds    ,1  its  funds  from  Great  Britain.     See  M., 
sionary  Register,  1822,  p.  203. 

2  Established  in  1795  as  "The  Missionaiy  Society,"  but 
known,  after  the  rise  of  other  societies,  as  "  The  London  Mis- 
sionary Society,"  a  name  which  it  formally  adopted  in  181 8. 
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ventured  on  a  new  station  in  Uitenhage,  the  London 
i>ociety,  besides  its  seven  stations  within  the  Colony 
had  already  six  stations  amongst  the  tribes  beyond 
Its  boundaries,  one  of  them  at  Africaner's  Kraal  under 
the   celebrated  Robert  Moffat,  then  young   and  un- 
known ;    another   as    far   north   as    Lattakoo,   near 
Kuruman,  under  Robert  Hamilton.     In  its  /.eal  to  add 
new   fields   to   those   already   under  cultivation,  the 
London    Society  never   kept   more   than  two  white 
missionaries  at  most  at  a  station,  and  on  one  occasion 
when    circumstances    had     detained    some     of   the' 
brethren    at    the    Bethelsdorp    mission,   Mr.    Read 
Pnngle's"  fervent  Read,"  who  was  in  charge  there' 
wrote   of  it    as   a   calamity.     "We   are   now   seven 
together;  which  is  painful,  considering  the  thousands 
of  heathen  who  want  help." 

This  distinction  of  character  between  the  two 
societies  was  evidently  not  unknown  to  Missionary 
Directors  and  Evangelical  editors  at  home,  but  their 
view  of  it  was  very  different  from  Dr.  Theal's.  The 
Church  Magazines  of  these  days  occasionally  distin- 
guish, I  observe,  between  what  they  call  "  missionary 
talent  "and  something  for  which  their  esteem  is  even 
higher,"  missionary  gifts  and  graces,"  the  "  missionary 
soul,"  sometimes  they  call  it.  And  though  neither  of 
tlie  two  Societies  certainly  was  wanting  in  either 
direction,  yet  it  is  evident,  at  this  early  period  at 
least,  each  was  superior  in  its  own  line.     The  London 
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Society  missionaries  were  especially  active  in  ex- 
tending the  sphere  of  missionary  work.  Their  motto 
was  the  verse  of  Zechariah,  often  found  heading  some 
missionary  exhortation  in  the  religious  magazines: 
"  Who  art  thou,  O  great  mountain,  before  Zerub- 
babel  ?     Thou  shalt  become  a  plain." 

They  seem  to  have  resolved  to  carry  the  word  of 
the  Lord  to  all  the  heathen  races  in  South  Africa, 
not  only  those  within  the  Colony,  but  also  those  living 
beyond  its  borders,  the  slaves  of  Capetown,  the 
Hottentots  of  Graaff-Reinet,  the  Namaquas,  the  Wild 
Bushmen  of  the  Zak  River  and  the  Garieep,  the 
Corannas  and  Griquas  on  the  Orange  River,  the 
Bechuanas  of  the  far  North,  as  it  was  then,  and  the 
wild  tribes  of  Kaffirland.  Amongst  every  one  of 
these  a  missionary  of  the  London  Society  was  to  be 
found,  toiling  in  the  midst  of  the  native  settlement 
he  had  formed  around  him,  teaching  them  to  plant 
gardens  and  live  in  .some  decency,  as  well  as  to  sing 
hymns  and  hear  "  the  great  word,"  as  they  called  it. 

There  were  weak  brethren,  of  course,  even  amongst 
those  pioneer  missionaries,  men  whose  heart  failed 
them  when  they  looked  on  the  bold  eyes  of  a  Kaffir 
chief  or  a  Griqua  captain ;  there  were  cautious 
gentlemen  amongst  them  too,  who  instead  of  setting 
up  their  tent  in  the  wilderness,  accepted  snug  state 
livings,  and  passed  the  rest  of  their  lives  in  candid 
criticism  of  their  bolder  brethren's  zeal  on  behalf  of 
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the  natives  ;  there  was  even  a  Scidenfaden  amongst 
them.  But  in  general  this  early  race  of  missionaries 
were  most  fearlessly  dc  .ed  to  their  work,  and  had 
a  sublime  faith  in  it,  quite  apart  from  its  merely 
economic  results,  which  was  characteristic  of  that 
generation. 

From  their  numerous  connections  at  home  the 
London  Society's  missionaries  were  particularly  suc- 
cessful in  exciting  the  interest  of  religious  circles 
there  in  the  South  African  missions.  Mr.  Kicherer, 
who  had  gone  to  the  northern  frontier  of  the  Colony 
at  the  Zak  River,  and  been  fairlj  successful  amongst 
the  half-breed  Hottentots,  and  to  a  less  extent  also 
amongst  the  Bushmen  there,  brought  three  of  his 
converts  over  with  him  to  London  in  1803.  The 
Hottentots,  John,  Mary,  and  Martha,  appeared  at 
Surrey  Chapel  and  other  places,  ■.  ere  catechized  by 
the  Rev.  Rowland  Hill  before  the  whole  congregation, 
with  certainly  very  satisfactory  results,'  and  sang  their 
Dutch  hymns,  which  seem  so  marvellously  fitted  in 
language  and  verse  alike  for  the  utterance  of  a 
simple  [)eople : 

't  Geloof  bemint  Him,  en  beschowt 

Zijn  mart'ling,  dood  en  pijn  ; 
De  zaak  wordt  ons  nooit  oud  noch  koud, 

Tot  dat  wij  bij  Him  zijn. 

■  Rev.  Rowland  Hill  (rather  subtlely) :   What  quantity  of 
good  works  is  sufficient  to  merit  Heaven .' 
Hottentot  Mary  (not  falling  into  the  snare) :  By  nature  we 
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Naturally  the  African  converts  excited  much 
interest  in  religious  circles.  "  AfricVs  tawny  race 
singing  the  praises  of  our  common  Lord,"  remarks 
the  great  EvaHi;,lk(xt  Magasine,  and  gi\es  a  finished 
engraving,  probably  by  Hartalozzi,  of  Mr.  Kichercr 
and  his  three  Hottentots  as  a  frontispiece  in  the 
volume  of  1804. 

There  was  a  good  deal  of  the  Heidelberg  and 
Shorter  Catechisms  in  it  all,  but  the  main  fact  is 
clear  that  these  poor  creatures  had  arrived  at  the  idea 
that  the  world  was  not  to  be  altogether  the  six>il  of 
the  unscrupulous  oppressor  and  the  adept  liar,  as  they 
once  must  have  thought  it  was,  but  that  the  people 
of  Surrey  Chapel  meant  to  make  it  different,  and 
being  themselves  of  a  weak  and  oppressed  race  they 
were  sincerely  grateful. 

It  is  no  doubt  true  that,  turn  these  poor  Hottentots 
into  a  second  generation  of  free  and  unoppressed 
Cape-boys,  and  they  are  not  at  all  so  likely  to  show 
the  same  Christian  humility  and  profound  gratitude 
to  the  preacher  and  the  missionary,  or  to  know  as 
much  about  doctrine  as  did  John  and  Martha  from 
the  Zak  River,  but  rather  to  be  very  much  taken  up 
with  their  own  success  in  the  world  and  their  marvel- 
lous  dexterity   in   driving   an   o.K-team.      What  the 

can  do  no  good  work  ;  and  when  we  by  Spirit  do  good  work, 
then  we  no  think  to  merit  Heaven  thereby  ....  but  through 
merit  of  Christ, 
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Rev.  Rowlan,!   Hill  c,.Ik.,l  "the  fear  of  Go,l  •■  seems 
tobcmore  o.nnectc.1  in  the  history  c,f  ,x.-oplcs  with 
thc,r  c,x,ch.s  of  national   struK.Me  and   anxiety,  than 
with  their  times  of  „,„,|,„ee  and  security.     There  is 
a  N,et/.schian  Ascent  of  Man  in  ,'         ,l,i„.s  which  is 
seen    ,n    nations   that    are   as    ;,i,v    ;„    ,■   .   ,,,.,^  „f 
avilisation  as  the  Hottentot,  -.ai,,..     l.„ok„t  the 
New  Americanism  which     .   unerj  i,„,  q„:.!..h,,„„ed 
and  .gnorant  of  the  past  ir,.„  „„.  ,,:h..     f,,.,.,,.„„  of 
ward-politics  and  the  publ,a>y  of  I,,.  ,„„,  ,„^,  ^^^ 
York  journals.     Its    fathers   w,,.    \V.shin,to„   and 
Abraham   Lmcoln,  Kmerson  an,l    I.  •,.,rellow,  but  it 
does  not  seem  as  if  it  knew  any  longer  how  to  respect 
hem.     To  ,t  Emerson's  George  Minot  is  no  better 
than  a    •  Hayseed,"  and   Emerson  himself  writes  no 
Enghsh  ,t  can   understand.      It  was  only  the  other 
day  that  Z,/.  was  informing  its  readers  that  Long- 
fellow,  Emerson,  Hawthorne,  and  that  coterie  were 
no  better  than  the  rest  of  us.  and  that  "  they  took 
themselves  seriously,"  and  managed  to  impose  on  the 
pubhc  acxordingly  ;  and  many  of  the  magazine  articles 
wntten  by  l.terary  personages  are  hinting  the  same 
thmg  now-a-days  in   a  more  ro.mdabout  manner.- 
No  better  than  the  rest  of  us,  with  our  hastily  formed 
judgments,  our  moral  cowardice  before  the  Boss  and 
the  back  streets,  and  our  pens  at  the  service  of  any- 
thmg  that  will  pay  us  ! 
Life  is  certainly  one  of  the  cleverest  .schools  of 
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caricature  in  the  world,  but  its  knowledge  of  history 
is  of  the  kind  you  get  in  the  Chatauqua  series  and 
the  encyclopsedias,  and  it  is  just  a  little  afraid  of  the 
back-streets  of  Cracow  and  New  York,  perhaps  a 
little  mixed  up  with  them.  I  am  expecting  every 
day  to  hear  from  it  that  Washington  and  Emerson 
were  very  "  un-American,"  Krapiilinski  and  Wasch- 
lapski  will  be  delighted  at  the  news,  and  fall  into 
each  other's  arms,  and  conclude  that  a  universal  era 
of  Bologna  sausages  and  one  wash  a  year  is  near  at 

hand. 

....  zwei  edle  Polen, 
Polen  aus  der  Polackei. 

Mr.  Kicherer  did  not  speak  enth'"-'iastically  of  the 
Dutch  farmers  in  the  Zak  River  litrict,  or  of  the 
encouragement  they  give  him.  They  were  "  indifferent 
or  rnimical  "  {Evang.  Mag.,  vol.  9,  page  289),  and  it  is 
related  that  Martha's  mistress  beat  and  ill  treated  her 
because  she  wished  to  obtain  religious  instruction. 
"  Religion,"  she  said,  "  was  not  for  Hottentots."  At 
this  time,  indeed,  the  Dutch  farmers  generally  looked 
on  attempts  to  convert  or  teach  Hottentots  with 
contempt,  and  the  abject  condition  of  that  race,  every 
sentiment  of  delicacy  or  self-respect  crushed  out  of 
them  by  masters  who  regarded  them  as  little  better 
than  mere  animals,  might  have  seemed  to  justify  the 
Dutch  Boer's  opinion. 

But  the  leading  spirit  and  the  most  prominent  men 
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amongst   the   London  Society's   missionaries:  of  this 
early   period   ^vas   Dr.    Vanderl^emp.     His    worl<   in 
particular  gave  a  character  to  the  London  Missionary 
Society  as  the  special   defender  of  the  rights  of  the 
natives  in  South  Africa,  which  it  never  afterwards 
lost.     Vanderkemp  was  a  man  of  extensive  learning, 
and  had  had  a  varied  experience  of  life.     He  was  a' 
Dutchman  by  birth,'  and  had  studied   medicine  at 
Leyden.     Later   on,  after  having  spent  some  years 
m  the  army,  where  he  became  Captain  of  Horse,  he 
completed  his  medical  studies  at  Edinburgh,  where 
he  wrote  his  Pannenides,   a  Latin   treatise  on   cos- 
mology.    Returning  to   Holland   he  practised   as   a 
physician  for  ten  years,  till  the  death  of  his  wife  and 
child  at  the  same  moment  by  drowning,  gave  a  new 
turn  to  his  m.-nd  and  his  studies.     Up  to  that  time 
he  had  been  a  pupil  of  Baylc  arirl  the  great  1-rench 
Encyclopa;di.sts,  regarding  Christianity  as  "  inconsist- 
ent with  the  dictates  of  reason,"  but  now  he  retired 
from  his  practice  as  a  physician,  and  being  a  man  of 
means,  gave  himself  to  Oriental  and  Biblical  studies. 
rie  was  busy  with  a  commentary  on  St.  Paul's  Epistle 
to  the  Romans,  when  he  happened  to  read  one  of 
the   London   Missionary  Society's  sermons,  and  felt 
called   to  devote  himself  to   the  redemption  of  the 

'  The  London  Mis5ion.iry  Society  was  in  the  h,il,ii  of  sending 
nut  ,ts  inission.iries  m  South  Africa  m  couple,,  choosing  one 
Dutch  and  one  English. 
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heathen.'  It  was  a  curious  but  not  unnatural  revul- 
sion from  the  high  barren  exegesis  of  Hayle  and 
Volney,  which  indeed  was  fretting  out  of  date  now  that 
Herder  and  Schiller,  not  to  speak  of  Chateaubriand, 
had  arisen  with  a  better  knowledge  of  the  past  and 
its  meaning.  Hut  Dr.  Theal  suggests  his  mind  must 
have  been  affected.  Vanderkemp  offered  his  services 
to  the  London  Society,  by  whom  they  were  readily 
accepted,  and  in  1798  he  sailed  for  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  giving  up,  as  Robert  Moffat  says,  "  a  life  of 
earthly  honours  and  ease  to  encounter  the  perils  of 
a  pioneer  missionary  amongst  savage  tribes," 

The  first  field  he  tried  was  in  Kaffirland,  where 
he  and  his  partner.  Mr.  Edmunds,  found  a  wel- 
come from  Gaika,  the  great  Kaffir  chief,  then 
settled  at  the  head  waters  of  the  Tyumie,  This 
shrewd  and  profoundly  politic  barbarian,  as  one 
missionary  describes  him,  was  quick  to  perceive  the 
political  advantages  of  a  resident  missionary,  and 
gave  orders  that  Vanderkemp  and  his  partner 
should  be  accommodated  as  well  as  possible  at  his 
kraal.  Hut  the  very  superiority  of  the  Kaffir,  proud 
of  his  race  and  his  traditions  and  with  a  strong  tribal 
system  of  laws  and  usages,  made  him  more  difficult 
to  convert  than  the  weaker  and  more  susceptible 
Hottentot.     Vanderkemp    reports   that   he    had    nci 

'  See  .ictount  of  his  life   in  E-'ungLlica/  Miii;a:im;  vol.  ]i. 
pp.  349  ;ind  396. 
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success  amongst  them  generally.  Only  of  Gaika 
himself  he  had  some  hope ;  "  it  appears  to  me  the 
Lord  pleads  with  him,"  he  wrote  to  the  brethren  at 
home. 

But  the  Doctor  was  not  altogether  without  hearers 
or  converts.      It  was   at  Gaika's  kraal  that  the  re- 
bellious Boers  who  had   fled  from  the  Colony  after 
Van   Jaarsveld's   rebellion  were  living,   I'icl   i'rinsloo 
Jan    Botha,  Frans  Krugcr,  Bezuidenhout,  Buys,  and 
others.     Dr.    Vanderkemp   does   not    speak    in   high 
terms  of  their  piety,  rather  otherwise  indeed,  but  some 
of     them,     especially     I'iet     I'rinsloo,     occasionally 
attended   his  religious   .services.     Once,  Dr.  Var,  ler- 
kemp,  having  spoken  from  John  iii,  verses  1-16,  Piet 
I'rinsloo  seemed  much  affected  and  spoke  himself,  the 
Doctor   says,  "as  it  .seemed,  out  of  a   broken   heart. 
He  confessed   that  he  had  suspected  us  to  be   spies, 
and    represented  us  as  such  to   Gaika   and  thereby 
enda.igered  our  lives  ;   but   denied    that  he  had  been 
concerned  in  the  scheme  of  murdering  us  directly  " 
{Evangelical    Magadiu;    vol.    y,    page    488 j.     "Not 
directly,"  I'iet  declares,  much  affected  by  the  words  of 
the    teacher    come    from    (iod.     J-Vans    Kruger    and 
Bezuidenhout  with  their  families  also  came  occasion- 
ally to  worship,  not  more  than  indirectly  concerned 
cither,  one  would  hope,  in  that  murderous  |)roject.     It 
is  a  strange  but  quite  historical  type  of  Christianity. 
Vanderkemp's   real  congregation,  however,  consisted 
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of  a  few  Hottentot  women  and  children  who  were  in 
the  service  of  the  refujjee.'-.  Thirty  years  after,  one  of 
these  Hottentot  women,  who  had  ahvays  preserved  a 
grateful  memory  of  Dr.  Vanderkemp,  came  to  visit 
Stephen  Kay  on  the  establishment  of  the  Wesleyan 
Mission  at  Butterworth,  and  yave  him  a  curious 
account  of  the  Cliristcii  MciiscIh-,  the  Hoers,  that  is, 
and  tneir  unchristian  wa}'s  at  Gaika's  kr.aal.  (See 
Kay's  Travels  and  Rescarckes  in  Kaffraria,  page  280.) 
When  matters  grew  hot  between  the  Cape  Colony 
and  the  Zuurveld  Kaffirs,  and  the  raid  took  place 
which  I  have  already  mentioned,  Gaika's  warriors 
became  restless  and  their  attitude  at  times  threatening 
to  the  white  men  at  the  kraal.  Gaika's  authority, 
however,  proved  sufficient  to  jirotect  them.  Only 
Jan  Botha  attempting,  against  Gaika's  advice,  to 
return  to  the  Colony  was  slain  by  Xdlambe's  men. 
The  following  account  of  it  from  V'anderkemp's 
journal  will  give  fhc  reader  an  idea  of  wh.tt  life  at  the 
kraals  was  in  times  of  excitement  and  suspicion. 

Feb.  12,  1800.  This  (i;iy  John  Moltia,  hcin^  determined  to 
return  lo  the  colony  with  his  family,  proposed  this  to  ( laika,  w  ho 
was  very  reluctant  to  giant  him  his  rt'L]Ucst  ;  afterwards,  how- 
c\er,  he  y.i\e  him  leav*.-  ti>  ;iO,  and  ^ave  him  a  CaftVe  tv)  coadud 
hint  safe  throuiili  the  country.  He  departed  this  \ery  d.ij  wit!) 
his  wife,  the  wife  and  cliild  of  Fnuicis  Kriigcr  (who  w.is  abs*  nl 
himself  on  shooting  elephants),  and  Hans  Knoctse. 

Feb.  13.     Some  Catfrcs,  sent  out   by  .\dlambc,  overtook    (. 
Botha  and  ordered  !tim  to  return  with  his  w<t^>,'on^  tn  ii.iik  i 
upon   whicli   he.  returned       When  they  (.ime  to  (.aik.is   uii! 
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M"P     here   ,,.,    n,«h.,   and    ,n   un>„kc    the   „,ven,    wh„h    he 

:::::^'''^i  T';'  ?T ''''"''''''''"'"  ^"  ^'^"'^  ^"-  ^^ 

I    h     ■,     J   T  '  '■"''  «'""  ''  "'""^  Caffres  Mar.e.l  up  from 

heh.n,    .he  bushes  and  threw  .heir  asse,.ais  a,    hwn  ■  .he  fir" 
P.e,.ced  h,s  s,de,  and  was  drawn  „n.  Uy  his  wTe,  whn  supper,  d 
.mm  her  arms  ;  .he  se.nnd  he  pulled  „u.  hiu,self,  and  Mrs 
Ho  h  ,un,ed  .he  res,,  whi.h   .he  Caffres   ran  .hrouKh  his 

and  burn.,  and  h,s  eat.le  broi„h.  .0  (;a,ka,  who  disapproved 
t-  fau,  and  .a„l  he  had  only  advertised  Xdlan.be  of  l'„,„a-s 
Korng  ou.  of  the  coun.ry,  and  lef,  i,  .„  his  .hoice  .0  le.  h,n,  ,,„ 
"'  -M,,  h,n,  back  :  Hans  Knoe.se  had  ntade  his  escape,  bein« 
previously  warned  by  .he  Caffres  that  they  were  K'oin,  to  kiU 
somebody,  and  .ha.  he  .hcrefore  should  take  .  .ue  ^,r  hLlelf 

That  was  the  ckI  of  poor  Jan  J5otha,  one  of  the 
!ca<Iers  in  the  Graaff-Reinet  conspiracy  of  ,799,  with 
his  foolish  Kaffir  intrioues  and  "  renewal  of  the  old  pa- 
triotism." Gaika  appreciated  the  adxanta-e  of  half- 
a-dozen  good  miLsket  shots  in  his  kraal,  bt,t  neither 
Kaffir  nor  Boer  ever  reall>'  trusted  each  other. 

Findins  the  Kaffirs  an  .niprofitable  field,  Dr 
\'anderk-emp  rcttnned  to  the  ("olony,  settlin-  for  a 
time  at  Graaff-Reinet  with  Mr.  Read  a.'vl  Mr 
Vandcrlingen,  who  had  come  out  to  assist  him.  The 
Graaff-Reineters  asked  him  to  be  their  parson  but  he 
thought  his  duty  as  a  missionary  required  him  to 
'le^ote  himself  to  the  natives.  He  therefore  selected 
as  his  special  fiekl  the  H.-tlentots  ,„  a-.a  district 
«Hilf  Brother  Read  laboured  "uiH,  x  isiblr  blessin-.  •' 
among.st  the  English  soldiers  there,  and  Vanderiingen 
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among  the  Dutch.  "  Commissioner  Maynier,"  he 
writes,  "  favours  our  labours,  anti  shows  us  every 
poh'tencss.  He  has  opened  to  us  the  public  church 
for  the  use  of  the  Hottentots."  This  last,  it  seems, 
was  a  great  grievance  to  the  Boers.  Ultimately, 
however.  Dr.  Vanderkemp  settled  with  Mr.  Read  at 
Bethelsdorp,  near  Algoa  Bay,  in  May  1803,  where  he 
collected  under  his  care  some  hundreds  of  Hottentots. 
The  Colony  had  just  then  passed  once  more  under 
Dutch  rule,  and  he  complains  bitterly  of  the  great 
opposition  he  met  with  from  the  Boers  of  GraafT- 
Reinet, "  nominal  Christians  "  he  calls  them  and  "  most 
barbarous  inhabitants."  They  hated,  he  says,  the 
extension  of  Christianity  to  natives.  Ill-treated  his 
Hottentot  assistants,  and  clamoured  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  mission.  But  the  philanthropic  Janssens, 
as  he  calls  the  Dutch  Governor,  supported  him.  Dr. 
Theal  gives  a  very  unfavourable  and  almost  ludicrous 
account  of  the  Bethel.sdorp  mission  on  the  occasion  of 
the  Dutch  Commissioner's  visit  to  it  shortly  after  its 
establishment.  Mr.  De  Mist  and  his  party,  he  says, 
"  found  no  indication  of  industry  of  any  kind,  no 
garden — though  it  was  then  the  planting  season- 
nothing  but  a  number  of  wretched  huts  on  a  bare- 
plain,  with  people  lying  about  in  filth  and  ignorance." 
Dr.  Theal  knows  of  course  that  not  much  could  be 
expected  of  savages  from  the  frontier  wh)  had  oiih 
recently  been  brought  together,  and  to  whom  cvn\- 
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thing  that  belongs  to  civilisation  was  yet  new  and 
strange,  but  he  suggests  that  the  unfavourable 
impression  De  Mist  received  must  have  been  caused 
by  "  the  absence  of  anj-  cff<.rt  to  induce  the  Hottentots 
to  adopt  industrious  habits,  and  the  profession  of 
principles  that  tended  to  degrade  one  race  without 
raising  the  other.  The  missionaries  themselves  were 
living  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Hottentots  and 
were  so  much  occupied  with  teaching  religious  truths 
that  they  entirely  neglected  temporal  matters." 
{History,  chap.  xxx.  p.  90), 

Dr.  Theal  even  suggests  that  Dr.  Vanderkemp's 
mind  might  have  been  unhinged  by  a  previous 
domestic  bereavement,  partly  because  in  pursuance 
of  his  theory  of  being  a  companion  as  well  as  teacher 
to  his  pupils  he  had  discarded  some  articles  of 
Kuropean  apjiarel,  and  went  about  without  hat,  or 
necktie,  or  socks,  in  a  remote  and  savage  district. 

Dr.  Theal's  representation  of  VaMd.;rkem[)  is  based 
chiefly  on  the  acount  given  of  him  by  Lichtenstcin 
(Travels  ill  Soiit/ifrn  Africa),  ^  Q^vm:m  who  accotn- 
panicfl  the  Commissary-General  De  Alist  on  a 
tour  through  the  Colony  during  the  restored  Dutch 
rule.  He  had  something  of  an  anti  Knglish  bias, 
as  was  natural,  and  had  as  little  .syniiialhy  with  the' 
e.xalted  enthusiasm  of  Vanderkemp  as  mit;ln  be 
expected  of  one  of  the  lllumiitati  of  that  period,  ^•et 
even  in  his  account  there  are  traits,  altogether  omitted 
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b\  Dr.  Theal,  by  which  oni-  tan  clearly  discern  the 
commanding  character  of  the  apostle  to  the  Hotten- 
tots. Let  the  reader  judge  the  following  from  Lich- 
tenstein  himself: — 

On  the  day  of  our  ,ini\al  .it  Alalia  Bay  the  Commissary- 
General  receive  visit  from  X'anclerkcmp.  In  the  very  hottest 
part  of  the  n*  lin^'  we  s.-iw  a  wag^"'^*  such  as  is  used  in 
husbandry,  dt:i  ;.  by  four  nicaj(re  t>xcn,  conving  slowly  along 
the  sandy  do\>  ■  s.  \'anderkemp  sat  upon  i  |il  ink  laid  across  it, 
without  a  hat,  his  venerable  bald  head  cxjioscd  to  the  burning 
rays  of  the  sun.  He  was  dressed  in  a  threadbare  black  coat, 
waistcoat  and  breeches,  without  shirt,  neckcloth,  or  stockings, 
and  leather  sandals  bound  upon  his  feet,  the  same  as  are  worn 
by  the  Hottentots. 

The  Commissary-Cieneral  hastened  to  meet  and  receive  him 
with  the  utmost  kindness  ; '  he  descended  from  his  car,  and 
approached  with  slow  and  measured  steps,  presf-nting  to  our 
view  a  tall,  meagre,  yet  venerable  figure.  In  his  serene  counte- 
nance might  be  traced  remains  of  former  beauty  ;  and  in  his 
eye,  still  full  of  fire,  were  plainly  to  be  discerned  the  powers  of 
mind  which  had  distinguished  his  early  years.  Instead  of  the 
usual  salutations,  he  uttered  a  short  prayer,  in  which  he  begged 
a  blessing  upon  our  chief  and  his  company,  and  the  protection 
of  heaven  during  the  remainder  of  our  journey.  He  then 
accompanied  us  into  the  house,  when  he  entered  into  con- 
versation freely  upon  many  su.jjects,  without  any  supercilious- 
ness or  affected  solemnity. 

Lichtenstein  gives  a  poor  report  of  the  Bethelsdorp 
Mission,  "  forty  or  fifty  wretched  huts  ....  upon  a 
naked  plain,"  with  lean,  ragged,  indolent  Hottentots 

'  They  had  knoivn  each  other  many  years  before,  when  Ue 
Mist  was  a  l,i«  student  at  Leyden  and  \'andcrkemp  a  wild 
young  lieutenant  of  dragoons. 
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lyinK'  about  them.  Vanderkcmp  he  describes  as  a 
man  of  learninK,  hut  "  a  mere  enthusiast,  an<l  too 
much  absorbed  in  the  idea  of  conversion  "  to  make  a 
fjood  missionary. 

Now,  there  may  be  some  reason  to  criticise   Dr. 
Vanderkemp's  management  of  practical  affairs.     His 
method  of  dispensing  in  some  degree  with  European 
conventions  and  discipline  in  order  to  reclaim  savages 
may  be  doubtful.     Di.sciplinc  is  probably  better  for 
them    than  familiarit)'.     I'erhaps,   too,  his  digest   of 
Scripture   history    from  the  creation  dounwards   to 
illustrate  cardinal    points  in  Christian   doctrine  was 
too   systematic   for   Hottentots,  although   it    was    no 
doubt,  as  he  remarks,  more  suitable  than  "  a  scientific 
sy.stem  of  divinity."    He  had  not  a  few  of  those  quali- 
ties  which    the    economist    will    always    critici.se   as 
eccentricities  of  the  enthusiast  and  the  zealot.     Hut 
in  general  matters  I  have  noticed  that  his  judgment 
was  shrewd  and  sensible.     It  was  not  his  fault  that 
the  site  chosen  for  Hcthelsdorp  was  a  sterile  soil  with 
a  scanty  supply  of  water.   It  was  the  location  assigned 
to  him  during  the  restored  Dutch   rule  in   1803,  rnd 
chosen  by  a  committee  of  Hocrs  who   were  not   too 
friendly  to  his  aims.     This  unsuitable  location   ham- 
l>ered  him   .^.ully  from  the  beginning,  but  though  he 
and   Mr.  Read  made   repeated   attempts,   they   never 
succeeded   in  getting  a  better. 

But  with  ail    the   eccentricities  which    a    man    of 
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powerful  and  original  character  may  present  to  the 
common  lye,  it  is  certain  that  there  was  something 
in  his  spirit  and  manners  which  fitted  him  to  be 
a  successful  pioneer  amon[jst  those  wild  men,  and 
made  the  way  easier  for  those  who  followed  him. 
Kor  years  after  his  death  the  name  of  "Jankanna," 
as  the  Kaffirs  called  him,  was  a  lovini;  memory 
amongst  the  natives,  and  was  evidently  felt  by  mis- 
sionaries of  all  denominations,  between  the  Gamtoos 
and  the  Kei  at  least,  to  be  a  tower  of  strength  to 
them.  To  the  Kaffir  they  were  all  alike  "  Jankanna's 
children,"  and  to  be  received  with  perfect  confidence 
even  in  times  of  suspicion.  Gaika  said  of  him,  "  He 
(Gaika)  could  always  be  free  with  him  ;  and  that, 
even  if  he  sat  close  to  him  with  his  bedaubed  skin, 
he  had  never  said  (or  looked  ?),  '  Get  away  with 
your  nasty  caross.'"  {Missionary  Register,  1816, 
p.  477.)  Similar  testimony  to  his  manners  is  given 
by  the  Knffir  captain,  who  visited  missionary  Kayser 
at  the  Buffalo  River  in  1830,  and  told  him  that 
Dr.  Vanderkemp  "  never  refu.sed  the  Kaffir  captains 
.mything  {!.i/<uro  and  the  Uke\  and  even  invited  them 
to  eat  with  'liin  at  the  table  ;  whereas  at  this  .station 
the  captains  must  sit  down  with  the  common  Kaffirs, 
and  if  they  get  something  to  eat  it  is  given  them 
apart"  {Evangelicil  Magazine,  1832,  p.  455).  It  is  no 
great  te.stimonial  certainly,  but  the  black  mouths  were 
evidently  not  af^.uent  in  the  langrige  of  testimonials. 
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But  though  mild  in  his  manriLr  to  the  tiativcs,  he 
was  very  firm,  almost  haughty  at  times,  in  his  deal- 
ings with  high  officials,  commissioners  or  landdrosts, 
who  were  attempting,  as  he  thought,  to  oppress  his 
Hottentots.  From  the  beginning  he  protested 
vigorously  against  the  two-faced  legislation  for  the 
native, which  began  in  .809, and  refused  toco-operate 
in  working  it.  When  Colonel  Collins,  the  Commis- 
sioner appointed  to  report  on  the  frontier  districts, 
visited  him  in  that  year,  the  following  dialogue  took 
place  between  them  :— 


I  ■'  i! 


Commissioner:  Will  you,  sir,  aRrce  to  send  over  to  Uiicnha^c 
Hottentots  whose  services  may  be  re(|uire<l  l,y  the  mayistrate' 
.Major  Cuyler.'  ' 

I'amicrkanf, :  No,  sir To  apprehend  men  as  prisoners, 

and  force  them  to  labour  in  the  manner  proposed,  is  no  part  of 
my  duty.  ' 

Commissioner:  Uo  you  not  consider  it  your  duty  to  compel 
the  Hottentots  to  labour  ? 

Vaml,-rkcmp :  No,  sir  ;  the  Hottentots  are  recognised  to  be  a 
free  people,  and  the  colonists  have  no  more  rinht  to  force  them 
to  labour  in  the  way  you  propose,  than  you  have  to  sell  them  as 
slaves. 

Commissioner:  Will  you  agree  to  prohibit  Kaffirs  from  visiting 
your  institution  and  send  such  as  may  resort  to  you  under  pre- 
text of  coming  for  instruction,  as  prisoners  to  Uitenhage.' 

Vanderkcmp:  Sir,  my  commission  is  to  preach  the  (lospel  to 
every  creature,  and  I  will  preach  the  Cospel  to  every  one  who 
chooses  to  hear  me.  God  has  sent  me,  not  to  put  chains  upon 
the  legs  of  Hottentots  and  Kaffirs,  but  to  preach  liberty  to  the 
captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  prison  doors  to  them  that  are 
bound. 
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After  that  interview,  it  is  perhaps  not  surprising  that 
Colonel  Collins  recommended  the  abolition  of  Bethels- 
dorp  as  an  institution  "  designed  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Hottentots  rather  than  that  of  the  Colony." 
After  the  Proclamation  of  1 809,  the  relations  between 
the  Government  and  the  Briti.  'i  missionary  became 
something  quite  different  from  what  they  had  been 
under  Lord  Macartney  and  General  Dundas,  and 
Vanderkemp's  interview  with  Colonel  Collins  shows 
where  their  ways  parted.  After  that  Vanderkemp 
spent  the  two  remaining  years-  of  his  life  in  a 
continual  warfare  with  landdrosts  and  field-cornets  on 
behalf  of  the  Hottentots.  His  health  sank  under  the 
strain.  "  My  spirits,"  he  wrote  a  few  months  before 
his  death,  "  are  broken,  and  I  am  bowed  down  by  the 
Landdrost  Cuyler's  continual  oppression  of  the 
Hottentots."     He  died  in  January  i8i2.' 

For  a  number  of  years  Bethelsdorp  had  a  hard 
struggle  against  the  disadvantages  of  its  location  and 
did  not  show  much  evidence  of  material  prosperity. 
It  was  long  decidedly  inferior  to  Genadenthal,  in  that 
respect.  But  its  standard  of  decency  and  order, 
though  it  may  have  seemed  poor  to  Colonel 
Collins,  was  a  great  advance  for  the  class  of 
Hottentots  whom  Dr.  Vanderkemp  had  collected 
about  him,  refugees  from  the  rudest  farms  of  Zwart 
Kops  or  Bruintjes  Hoogte,  and  generally  the  most 
'  See  Philip,  Researches,  vol.  i.  pp.  125-130. 
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miserabi.  or  the  race  who.  oppression  or  „a,trea^^ 
-ent  had  Ur.ven  to  Bethelsdorp  as  an  asy,.,..  ,„ 
■«'0  the  year  before  Vanderkemps  death  they  h.d 

men,   had    bu.lt   a   church,   a   school,  a   water-mill 

encosnres  and  the  like,  had  taught  their  people 
plant  gardens,  to  ploujjh  and  sow,  to  cut  ani   sell 
t-t,er    and.    in    most   cases,    to   clothe    them  e,  es 
ecently^     Most  of  the  able-bodied  were  al.ayshlr  ed 
out  n  the  servce  of  the  farmers  or  to  the  govern- 
ment for  labour  o„  public  works.     Even  in  .S^when 
there  were  3,000  adults  on  the  books,  only  abo  t  3^ 
were  permanently  kept  at  the  mission  ;  'so  that  Z 
outcry  of  the  farmers  against  the  establishm  n    . 
no   altogether  so  genuine  as  it  seems.     .  suspe 
■t  came  very  much  from  the  worst  class  of  them  w^h 
whom  the  Hottentots  were  afra.d  to  take  service 

Vanderkemp's  mi.ssion  had  also  its  peculiar  merits 
It  was  an  educational  centre  for  the  native  races  and 
was  very  successful  in  producing  native  teache;,  o 
carry  on  the  work  of  civilisation  amongst  thd^ 
countrymen.  Even  the  Kaffir  chiefs  liked  to  vi 
Vanderkemp,  and  sometimes  left  their  sons  to  bl 
educated    at    Bethelsdorp.     The    deputation    which 

^.s.tethem,ss.on  in   . 8,7  reported   to  the  London 
D.rectors  that  "the  spot  was  ill  chosen  and  labours 

'  ^!'^sionary  Register,  1826,  p    ij 
p.  194.  '^'  ■'''■ 


■•iee  also  I'liilip,  vol.  i. 
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under  grciit  disatlvantagcs,  but  the  spiritu?!  benefits 
received  by  man>-  persons  have  far  exceeded  in  real 
importance  all  its  external  defects."  In  addition  to 
all,  it  was  a  kind  of  headquarters  and  shelter— not 
unnceded  in  these  days— for  the  Hottentot  race. 
Genadenthal,  with  its  local  advantages,  might  show- 
more  material  prosperity,  better  cultivated  orchards, 
better  constructed  houses,  more  imposing  bridges 
and  reservoirs,  all  the  work  of  the  once  savage 
Hottentot,  but  liethelsdorp  was  to  him  the  strong- 
hold of  his  race,  the  place  where  the  charter  of  his 
rights  was  kept,  and  with  which  the  men  who  fought 
all  his  battles  were  connected. 

Any  one  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  read  the 
letters  and  journals  of  Dr.  Vanderkemp,  as  published 
in  the  Tran.sactions  of  the  London  Missionary  Society, 
or  notice  how  respectfully  he  is  referred  to  by  the 
missionaries  and  travellers  in  that  region,^  will  .see 
that  Dr.  Theal's  picture  of  him  as  unhinged  in  his 
mind  and  sunk  in  some  undefined  depth  of  degrada- 
tion in  his  habits,  is  grossly  unjust.  The  truth  is, 
Dr.  Vanderkemp  had  an  old-fashioned  style  of 
faith,  and  thought  more  of  the  one  thing  needful 
than  the  many  things  expedient.  His  piety  seems 
to  have  had  a  tinge  of  mysticism,  not  uncommon 
amongst    speculative    Hollanders    of   that    age  ;    at 

'  Sec  particularly  Robert  Moffat's  account  of  him,  Afissiamirv 
Labours  in  South  Africa. 
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timcs  ho  sought,  as  devout  men   l,..vc   done  bcf.rc 
1>™,  signs  and   omens  in   the  passages  of  Scripture 
vvh.ch    he  happened   to   read.      At    one  time  durin.. 
h.s  first  mission  to  Gaika's  kraal  he  had  reason  to 
think    his   ;ife  „as  in    danger.      Troops   of   sa^•a"es 
excted   by  the   disturbances    in   t',e   Zuurveld,  w'Lre' 
cancu,g  round    his  hut  every  „i,;ht  and  branchshin-. 
<e,r  assegais,     Cuenraad   du   Huys,  too,  one  of  the 
IJutcl,  renegades  an<l  a  most  plausible  ruffian,  came 
-'1  told  him  he  need  not  be  surpri.sed  if  they  were 
a  I   put  to  death  that  daj-.     Coenraad  did  not  want 
the  missionaries  there  to  be  witnesses  of  his  intrigues 
and  diplomacies  with  the  Kaffirs,  and    I  think  there 
was  something  of  a  comedy  in  it  also  got  up  between 
him  and  Gaika,  the  latter  not  being  sure  as  yet  what 
he  presence  of  white  missionaries  meant  in  his  kraal 
Vanrlcrkemp,  however,  vvas  not  scared  int<      .  rlu   but 
sought  comfort  in  reading  his  \eu-  Testamc-ut  (Van 
Blaaun's  Greek  edition),  and  happened  to  open  it  at 
he  page  beginning  with  ^y^  e.>,,  ^,)  ^o^.j^^w,,  ^  ;, 

•  "^  "°'  ■Y:'-""  ")■  -hich.  he  sa>-s,  "  gave  new  strength 
to  my  soul."  '  " 

As  to  the  apostolic  simplicity  of  his  habits  or 
the  slight  regard  he  had  for  some  external  refine- 
ments of  civilisation,  were  they  even  more  marked 
than  1  have  any  reason  to  believe  they  were,  they 
represent  views  that  ha^e  been  held  by  many  good 
'  Evan^^ilical  Mag,i:i„c,  vol.  S,  p.  3S9. 


Is 


l:^'' 


■  i '  \ 
\  , 

,  Ih 

m 


i!S 


i 

f 

I 

j 

1 

1 

m 

ft 

\ 

w 


■76 


liklTAIN'S  TlTl.K  IN  SOUTH  AKKICA 


men,  and  some  jjreat  ones,  from  St.  Francis  to 
Tolstoi.'  Some  eccentricities  in  his  dress  and  way 
of  living  may  certainly  be  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  he  lived  habitually  among.st  natives  but 
lately  reclaimed  from  savagery,  and  in  a  district  far 
enough  away  from  the  re-ources  of  civilisation.  Even 
Father  Marsvcld,  the  venerable  head  of  the  Moravian 
mission  at  Genadenthal,  seems  generally  to  have  gone 
about  without  a  hat.  Nor  is  it  true  that  he  was  in- 
different to  the  practical  side  of  the  missionary's 
work.  In  his  letters  to  the  Society  at  home,  he 
shows  that  he  is  quite  alive  to  the  expediency  of 
teaching  his  Hottentots  to  earn  their  own  subsist- 
ence, though  he  explains  that  for  some  jears  much 
could  not  be  e.xpected  of  his  .settlement.  He  was 
him.self  an  indefatigable  and  fearless  worker.  In  his 
pioneer  mission  in  Kaffirland,  he  stuck  to  his  post, 
when  his  partner,  Mr.  Kdmonds,  discou''a;:;ed  by  the 
character  of  the  people,  abandoned  it,-  .eaving  Vander- 

'  His  greatest  deviation  from  European  standards  of  pro- 
priety was  his  ha\ int4  taken  a  nati\e  woman  for  his  wife,  one 
of  seven  slaves  whom  he  redeemed  with  his  own  money.  Hut  to 
enthusiastic  bclic\crs  in  the  future  of  the  African,  Uke  Pringle 
and  Kay,  that  seemed  no  blemish,  and  to-day  there  are  some 
modern  authorities,  like  Dr.  Ludwig  Wolff,  strongly  in  favour  of 
such  a  course  for  missionaries  living  .unongst  savage  races.  Dr. 
Philip,  howe\er,  says  that  V'andcrkenip  lived  to  see  his  mistake. 

^  So  \'anderkemp  with  characteristic  benevolence  states. 
Perhaps  he  was  frightened  by  wild  assegai  dances  and  Coenraad 
du  Huys.  The  London  Society,  on  hearing  of  it,  removed  his 
name  from  their  list. 
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komp  lonely  cnou^^h  there  amcmsst  the  Kaffir  kraals. 
The  eve,u,  as  noted  in  his  jo„rnal,  may  gWc  the 
reader  a  ghmpse  of  the  man  and  the  spirit  in  which 
he  worked : 


lo  ^-ee  ,ny  brother  K.lmnn.Is  depnrtinK  from  n,c  was  a  vc-rv 
.•y.n«  ,„a,ms,ance,  but  tl,e  Lord  supported  me.  liefore  he 
.  n-e  we  wen,  over  ,„e  river  into  a  wood,  and  th  re  we 
—led  „,  prayer  onee  more,  which  was  often  interrupted  v 
our  tea,..  Afte,- 1  i,ad  ,eco,„mendecl  him  to  the  «r.„-e  of  210,' 
I  Kave  h„n  ,ny  last  blessing  and  he  took  Hnal  leave  of  n,e  ' 
-ntupon  a  h,ll,  and  followed  h.  wa^^on  for  about  h  If  a,^ 
hour  .uU,  myeyes,when,it  sinkin,  beh.nd  the  mount  L 
lo^t  ,«ht  of  h,m  to  see  h,m  no  more.  In  the  evenin.  1 
preaehed  on  Eceles.  iii.  ,0  ("  ,  have  seen  the  travail  wh,"  ,  ■„] 
hath  gtven  to  the  sons  of  ,nen  to  be  exercised  in  it  ").  I  ,  *e 
entirely  e.vtcmpore,  and  never  before  under  such  a  leep 
,n,press,„n  tha,  I  spoke  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  by  His 
sptnt  ;  and,  I  hope,  the  word  was  blessed  to  two  pLor  «nor  n^ 
Hottentot  women.  'fcnorant 

One  can  easily  utulcrstatKl  how  this  type  of  man 
wtth  h,.  fervent  piety  and  disregard  of  conventional 
appearances,  perhaps  even  sotne  neglect  of  decorum 
and  dt.scipline  accordittg  to  European  standards 
might  not  appear  of  any  worth  to  an  unsympa- 
thetic Lichtenstein,  or  a  British  colonel  with  stiff 
military  notions  of  order  and  how  a  collar  should  be 
worn  ;  but  he  should  be  no  riddle  to  the  mode  n 
student  of  history,  and  the  insinuation  of  insanity 
contained  in  Dr.  Theal's  account  of  him  ("Yet  his 
conversation  was  rational  and  his  memory  uas  per- 
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fectly  sound,")  is  simply  ridiculous,  to  give  it  no  worse 
name. 

Hut  Dr.  Vanderkemp's  fault  in  Dr.  Theal's  eyes  is 
not,  I  -suspect,  that  he  did  not  wear  a  necktie  and 
socks,  articles  which  were  not  too   common    in    the 
Graaff-Rcinet  district  at  this  time,  hut  that  it  was  his 
mission  at  Bethclsdorp  that  first  aroused  the  attention 
of  the  missionary  .societies  of  Britain  and  philanthropic 
circles  generally  to  the  frontier  Hoer's  ill-treatment 
of  his  slaves  and  Hottentot   servants.     In  the  year 
1 8 II ,  Mr.  Read,  his  partner  at  the  Bcthelsdorp  mission, 
wrote   a   letter   to   the   directors    of  the   Society   in 
London,  in  which  he  spoke  of  the  inhuman  treatment 
the  Hottentots  received  from  the  Boers,  especially  in 
the  district   of  Graaff-Reinet.     In    Uitenhage  alone, 
(the  south   part  of  the  old   Graaff-Reinet   province, 
where  the  mission  was  situated),  he  declared  that  Dr. 
Vanderkemp  and  he  knew  of  a  hundred  murders  that 
had  been  committed.     I'revious  reports  in  the  Trans- 
actions of  the  London  Missionary  Society,  and  in  the 
evangeUcal  magazines  generally,  had  given  the  public 
an  unfavourable  idea  of  the  ''.oerof  the  frontier,  but 
now  the  philanthropic  societies,  amongst  whom  there 
were  influential  Members  of  Parliament  like  Wilber- 
force  and  Charles  Grant  (afterwards  Lord  Glenelg\ 
were  stirred  into  action ;  Zion  Chapel  and  the  Taber- 
nacle,  rememoering  John,   Mary,  and    Martha,  and 
their  Dutch  hymns,  lifted  up   their  voices,  .I'ith  the 
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re.s.Mt  that  the  Secretary  „f  State  sent  out  fns.r.cti,,,,. 
to  the  Kritish  Governor  to  invest,Vate  the  .natter 

The  charRes  came  ,„,  before  the  second  firci, 
C  onrt  uhich  ieft  Capetou,,  in  September,  , ,S m  I)r 
Vanclerkemp  ha,l  ,Uc,\.  houever,  e.Vht  „„.„„„  before 
••'"'1  the  loss  of  that  commanHinj,  presence,  uhich 
save  confidence  to  the  native,  seems  to  have  p,..rtially 
crippled  the  prosecution. 

The  Klack  Circuit,  as  Dr.  Theal  calls  it,  turned  out 
no  great  affair  in  the  matter  of  convictions,  or  even  of 
charges,  consi.lering  the  e.Ntent  of  the   district    the 
™.x-ed  character  and  condition  of  its  population,' and 
the  fact  that  the  charges  went  back  for  .several  years 
In  the  eastern  districts  of  Graaff-Reinet.  L'itenhagc 
and    George,   seventeen    Hoers    were    charged    with 
murder,  but  no.e  convicted,   two  cases  being  post- 
poned, and  tl>ree  being  referred  to  Capetown.  iMTteen 
were  charged  with  violence,  of  whom  seven  were  found 
,^'mlty:  two  cases  had  to  stand  over  on  account  of 
the  non-appearance  of  witnesses  in  the  on.  ,  and  of 
the  complainant  in  the  other.     That  is  the  bald  ib 
stract  Dr.  Theal  gives  of  the  results.    He  .says  nothin-. 
of  any  particular  cases,  gives  us  nothing  by  which  ^^•e 
may  judge  of  their  general  character,  or  of  the  mord 
.mpression  the  evidence  might  leave  on  an  impartial 
hearer.      He   avoic  s  any  concrete  representation   of 
the  facts,  and  gives  the  reader  only  his  general  state- 
ment to  go  by.     Even  Judge  Cloete,  who  vv-,-,s  Regis- 
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trar  for  the  Circuit  Court   in  that  <listrict  the  year 
afterwards,  Rives  the  details  of  only  one  case  in  which 
a  Hocr  woman  of  Uitenhaj;e,  doubtless  with  the  best 
of  intentions,  was  fat    lly  inistal<en    in   her  treatment 
of  a    Hottentot's   aihnent,  arousing  of  course  unjust 
suspicions  amonsst  his  blacl<  brethren.     Itut  Judj;e 
Cloete,  though  a  candid  writer  in  matters  that  relatJ 
only  to  disputes  between  Hrito"  nnd  Hoer,  has  to  the 
full  all   the  prejudices  of  a  slaveholder  a'^nmst   the 
work  of  the   Methelsdorp  misi  binaries,  and   refers  to 
Vanderkemp    and     Rea.l,   who    had    married    native 
women,  as  having   formed    a  "disreputable  connec- 
tion "  and  "  lost  all   that  respect  which  moralit}'  of 
conduct    will    ever    comm md    in    society." '       "  In 
Society  "—that  of  Capetown,  I  suppose,  where  Gov- 
ernor Sir  Peregrine  Maitland  was  just  then,  or  had 
been  very  lately,  the  ruling  figure  ;   or  that  of  the 
veldt,  where  of  every   foui  children  born  of  a  slave 
v.oman,  &c.     What   Judge  Cloete  means,  when   the 
professional  snuffle  is  remo-'ed,  is  that  Vanderkcmi) 
and  Read  lost  caste  with   society  by  their  marriage, 
a   different   matter,  and   one  which  Vanderkemp  at 
any  rate  had  long  ceased  to  care  about. 

What  some  of  the  cases  of  violence  found  proven 

'  See  Cloete's  Fh'c  I.edurcs  (Lecture  Second),  republislied 
by  John  Murray,  London,  as  The  His'oiy  of  the  Great  Kocr 
Tnk,  p.  37.  Cloete  does  not  name  \'anderkemp  and  Re.id,  bui 
the  reference  is  evident. 
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i"  these  very  Circuit  Coiirls  „f  iSij  ainounte.l  t.,, 
■TKl  the  absurd  iciiaicy  „f  the  seiitefces  uccnsionally 
passed  o„  t|„.  offc.lers,  inav  be  found  in  I'rin-le's 
Xan-ative  (p.  254;. 

One  ,nis,-rcan,,  nanu-.l  I)e  Clor,|,  ,-,  wealthy  clonis,.  who  ,va, 
c»>"iuc..l,  u|,nn  Ih,.  ,|,ar.st  cvul.m  r,  of  ha.inK  Iv  c-n  in  ,h  • 
/«*/«,,  A-,,, //..„,■  ,,,,,,,,.,,„,  h,s  Mo„c-„,o.s  in  a  n,o,.  inhu.nan 
an.l  m.l«rnl,abk-  inanncT,  was  ,nc,cly  ,i,I,jct.«I  ,„  a  (ine  of 
,00  n>  .loHars  .,r  so.n.wha,  less  than  /50.  An.l  another 
nmns  er  ,n  ,he  d,s,n,-t  of  Swellcncia,,,,  nan.e.l  Cloete,  who  was 
f"un.l  K'u.lly  of  shoolinK,  in  mere  wan.on  wickedness,  a  H.,t.en- 
."t  woman,  with  a  chil.l  in  her  arms,  was  solen.nly  ,|oon,ecl  to 
kneel  down  hlindfolded,  .0  have  a  naked  swor.l  iusse.l  over  his 
neck  by  the  exerutloner,  and  to  he  han.shed  the  coU.ny  u„,ier 
t  le  penalty  of  hero.niny  liable  to  a  "severer  ,.unisl,ment  "  if  he 
shotdd  return  ;  the  latter  part  of  the  senten.e,  beins  nterely  in- 
tended  to  s.ave  appearances,  was  never  art.ially  enforced. 

The  iMifjlish  Governor  ^Sir  Join,  Cradock),  it  ap- 
pears,  made  some  "  severe  animaJversions  "  on  these 
and  similar  sctUences,  after  which  I'rinjjle  says  "the 
Circuit  Courts  became  scjineuhat  more  attentive  to 
outward  decency,  at  least  in  their  .lecisions." 

The  missionaries  n„  dcjubt  miijht  at  tiir.es  be  mis- 
led by  the  utifounded  or  ex.a-gerated  reports  of 
Hottentots,  but  it  is  clear  also  that  the  early  Circuit 
Courts,  c.Mnposed  of  men  who  were  themselves  slave- 
owners, had  a  strong  ten.lency  to  .,creen  their  country- 
men in  this  racial  conflict.  Uith  repaid  to  the  results 
of  the  '■  Ulack  Circuit,"  especially  we  must  remember 
that  it  was  jienerally  a  mattt^r  of  great  difficulty  for  a     • 
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IlnttiMitiil  MTviiiit,  cir  a  sliivc,  mi  a  di-ilanl  and  Idiiily 
faijii,  iMtluT  lo  la)-  a  (;(iiii|il,iiiit  nr  j,'ivi  ividciut- 
a^ain-.t  lii^  ma^tl■|•.  'I'lu'  l,iiiddr<i>l  did  iml  ai:d  icpiilil 
not  liiHiw  till-  twentieth  part  <if  what  was  Ijciny;  dimi- 
in  his  wide  and  sparsely  |jci|nilatcd  (hstrict  ;  and  the 
field-cornets  or  commandants  who  ilid  the  ordinar)- 
police  work  of  the  district  were  themseUes  farmers, 
uho  rarely  interfered  except  to  support  the  authority, 
however  arbitrary,  of  the  lioer  master.'  There  was 
nothing;  easier  than  to  intimidate  a  Hottentot  or  a 
slave  who  was  totally  dependent,  he  and  his  family, 
on  his  master  for  any  of  the  comforts  of  life,  who  had 
perhaps  a  five  or  six  days'  joiirnc)-  to  the  nearest 
drostd)-,  duririf,'  which  he  was  liable  to  meet  with 
accidents,  and  who  at  the  end  of  his  journey  was 
thrown  into  prison  till  the  day  of  the  trial,  and  then 
brou},dit  out  to  a  court  filled  with  a  venjjeful  and 
dominant  race,  from  whose  prejudices  the  Hench  was 
by  no  means  exempt.  I'ringle  or  I'hilip,  I  forgot 
which,  has  a  lively  picture  of  one  of  those  court 
.scenes,  the  Hottentot  complainant,  practically  a 
prisoner,  uneasy  and  apprehensive  in  his  situation, 
the  accused  lioer  strutting'  contemptuously  about  the 
court,  noddiii';  to  the  judjjes  or  whispering   in   their 
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'  I  Ubc  licre  tlie  formal  testimony  and  almost  the  very  words 
of  the  Fiscal,  \V.  S.  van  Rhyneveld.  one  of  the  most  experienced 
officials  m  the  Colony  and  afterwards  Chief  Justice.  See  iVrtvn/j. 
iyoi-[So3,  pp.  y2,  93. 
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car;  liis  c.imr.i.ks  muttmnt,' .iiKlihly  for  ilu'  II„ium- 
t"f.;  bcMiL-m,  •■  Th-  rascal,  he'll  pay  n.r  it  "  f(,r  the- 
lli.lliiitdl  was  iHiiiishfil  ifhu  failed  to  prow  his  case. 
That  of  coiir.  ■  umild  h,-  the  local  court,  but  the 
partiality  if  more  decorously  disguise  u.is  none  the 
less  present  in  the  hit,'her  one.  It  is  .juite  evident  in 
the  lectures  of  Judjje  Cloete,  a  man  of  hi-h  character 
and  hini.self  an  official  of  th.   Circuit  Court. 

On  the  whole  when   I  consider  these  things,  and 

comp,iiu  the  many  testimonies  on   the  subject  from 

Sparrman  and  Harrow  to  "rin-le  and  Oliv  ;  .Schreiner 

'the   hitter's  story  of  iJirk  and   the   thi.  ;   that    ,vas 

baked  in  the  oven  belongs  about  this       ,io(l;,  I  am 

disposed  to  think  that  the  sheet  of  the  Illack  Circuit, 

as    it    is  somewhat   fancifully   called,   is   perhaps    too 

white.      I    could  almo.st  dare  affirm  that  there  wa.s 

not  a  Hoer  in  (iraaff-keinet  and  L'itenhat;e  who  was 

iiiU  well  aware  that  the  list  of  .seventeen  charges  of 

violence  brought  forward  b>-  the  missionaries  did  not 

amount  to  one  half  or  even  one  quarter  of  the  cases 

which  really  occurred,  during  the  period  covered,  in 

that  district.     I  say  nothing  of  the  light  in  which  he 

would  regard  them.' 

What  is  more,  I  do  not  see  that   Ur.  Theal  says 
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'  In  much  Liter  times  a  liritisli  farmer  t1oKj;td  :i  Kaliir  servant 
to  death  in  Natal,  was  acquitted  by  a  jury  of  his  countrymen, 
:ind  ,i(toni|),inied  hemic  by  a  band  of  music.     Sec  Brycc's  //«- 

/iiissiuiis  i>/ Soiilli  .  [jiU (I,  p.  440, 
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anythiiifj  explicitly  or  straightforwardly  to  the  con- 
trary. He  does  not  explicitly  say  that  there  were 
no  real  grounds  for  the  missionaries'  charges.  lie 
only  .says,  "  it  was  no  use  telling  the  people  that 
the  trials  had  shown  the  missionaries  to  have  been 
Ihe  dupes  of  idle  story-tellers,"  an  assertion  which 
it  would  be  possible  to  make  in  this  way,  were  there 
nothing  more  than  the  .solitary  case  of  the  Uitenhage 
widow  quoted  by  Cloete,  to  support  it.  He  does  not 
actually  a.s.sert  that  the  London  Society  missionaries 
were  slanderers,  whose  statements  were  not  worthy 
of  attention  ;  he  only  says,  "  As  for  the  missionaries 
of  the  London  Society,  from  that  time  they  were 
held  by  the  frontier  colonists  to  be  slanderers  and 
public  enemies  whose  statements  were  not  to  be 
regarded  as  worthy  of  attention."  {History  of  South 
Africa,  chap.  xxxi.  p.  166.) 

The  missionary  no  doubt  has  his  faults  ;  he  may 
at  times  be  indiscreet  in  his  zeal  and  too  ready 
to  accept  the  tales  of  converts  or  proteges,  he  maj- 
do  harm  sometimes  by  being  too  aggressive  and 
insisting  upon  a  higher  standard  than  is  possible, 
and  by  undervaluing  that  which  already  exists. 
Not  to  go  abroad  for  illustrations,  one  has  seen 
something  of  all  that  in  conflicts  between  the  mis- 
sionary and  the  local  authorities  in  the  North-west 
of  Canada.  But  even  where  I  thought  the  r.is- 
sionary  ill-advised  in  his  action  and  too  pugnacious 
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in  his  Icmijcr,  I  knew  that  the  facts  he  stated  were 
true  in  the  main  ;  and  it  is  diftlcuit  to  believe  that 
experienced  missionaries  like  Mr.  Read,  and  Ur. 
Vanderkemp  who  had  Hved  twelve  years  in  the  district, 
should  be  jjrossly  deceived  or  mistaken  in  so  grave  a 
matter,  and  one  which  might  be  said  to  come  under 
their  personal  supervision.  As  to  their  sincerity  there 
can  be  no  doubt  at  all  in  the  mind  of  any  one  capable 
of  reading  the  literature  of  an  age  that  is  past. 

The  general  effects  of  the  first  Circuit  Courts,  in- 
cluding the  "  JJlack  "  one,  were  such  as  no  one  will 
quarrel  with.  Both  the  cautious  statistical  Bird  and 
the  fervent  Bringle  agree  that  there  was  a  decided 
decrease  in  the  worst  class  of  outrages  after  their 
establishment,  and  Judge  Cloetc  admits,  though  in 
guarded  terms  (Lecture  i.,  p.  12),  the  same  fact. 
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The  Case  of  the  Hezuidenhouts— The  Rehelhon  of  Slachtrr's 
Nek— Dr.  Theal's  Heroics. 

From  iSc/"'  to  1815  the  great  war  continued  to 
rumble  on  in  Europe  with  events  which  left  the 
British  ministers  small  leisure  perhaps  to  attend  to  the 
destinies  of  a  few  thousand  grazier  farmers  in  a  distant 
part  of  the  empire.  The  death  of  Pitt,  stricken  by 
Austerlitz ;  Jena  and  the  Berlin  Decrees  ;  Eylau, 
Friedland  ;  the  retreat  of  Corunna,  VVagram,  and  the 
disaster  of  VValcheren,  the  new  French  Kingdom  of 
Italy,  the  new  French  Kingdom  of  Spain,  all  heavy 
news  in  these  years  for  the  British  people,  except  to 
Charles  Fox  and  a  few  Radicals,  it  was  always  the 
same  tale  ;  as  Wordsworth  sang  after  Jena  and  the 
fall  of  Prussia, 

Another  year  I   another  deadly  blow, 
Another  mighty  empire  overthrown  ! 

Some  events  touched  the  Cape  more  nearly.  The 
annexation    of  Holland,  made  formally  complete  by 
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Napoleon  in  1810,  vnidicatcd  the  Uritish   occupation 

of  the  Colony,     In   the  same  year,  the   Mauritius,  a 

nest    for    French    privateers    preying     on    English 

commerce  in  the  East,  and  only  needing  the  support 

of  the  Cape  as  a  base  of  supplies  to  become  a  great 

French  arsenal,  «as   taken   by   a   IJritish   squadron. 

About  the  same  time  the  Tyrol  was  subdued  and  its 

patriot  Hofer  shot  by  the  soldiers  of  that  nation  which 

a  [iiw  years  ago  had   proclaimed  itself  the  universal 

defender  of  the  liberty  of  peoples.     Universal  defender 

now  become,  by  a  most  natural  development   miversal 

oppressor  of  peoples ! 

Trafalgar  and  the  Xile,  however,  had  made  some 
amends,  and  indeed  the  stout  soldiers  and  sailors  who 
chd  Britain's  work  at  the  Cape  and  the  other  outposts 
of  the  empire  seem  quite  unaffected  by  the  avalanche. 
"AH  right  out  here,"  is  their  general  tone,  "if  only 
you  at  home  stand  steady  and  resolute."  At  length 
Wellington  began  to  .stem  the  tide  a  little  at  Talavtra 
and  the  lines  of  Torres  Vedras,  and  by  the  time  the 
"Wack  Circuit"  had  finished  its  work,  the  Retreat 
from  Moscow  and  the  IJattle  of  Leipzig  commenced 
to  give  a  new  face  to  the  situation  in  Europe. 

Meantime  Cape  Colony  during  these  years  of  war 
and  change  in  Europe  continued  growing  quietly 
enough  under  the  .-egis  of  Britain's  naval  supremacy 
which  even  Napoleon  could  not  contest.  Under 
Governor  Sir  John  Cradock  (181,-18,4)  the    Kaffir 
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clans  were  expelled  at  last  from  their  old  fjround  in 
the  Zuurveld  as  related  in  a  |)recc(ling  chapter.  The 
Government  then  offered  the  land  there  in  lotsof  2,ocx) 
morgcn  (about  4,cm3  acres)  each,  to  the  Boers,  but  was 
not  successful  in  inducing  them  to  settle  there,  for  a 
variety  of  reasons,  the  inadequacy  of  the  grant 
according  to  Boer  standards,  the  difficulty  in 
procuring  Hottentot  herdsmen,  the  dread  of  Kaffir 
vengeance  and  depredations,  and  the  growing 
tendency  to  seek  farms  on  the  northern  frontier, 
where  native  servants,  especially  bushmen,  were  more 
easily  got  hold  of,  combined  to  make  the  Boers 
indifferent  to  the  pastures  or  the  Zuurveld. 

Equally  unsuccessful  were  Sir  John  Cradock's  well- 
meant  endea\ours  to  induce  the  Boers  to  turn  their 
squatter  farms  with  their  ill-defined  boundaries,  which 
gave  rise  to  perpetual  quarrels,  into  quit-rent  holdings 
which  they  could  sell  or  divide  amongst  their 
heirs.  The  grazier  Boer  had  no  particular  attachment 
to  his  farm,  and  a.:,  long  as  there  were  plenty  of 
unoccupied  lands  on  the  northern  border,  he  would 
not  pay  a  stiver  extra  for  a  title.  There  were  few 
farms.  Bird  says,  which  remained  two  descents  in  a 
family.^ 

Sir  John  indeed  laboured  faithfully  at  his  difficult 
task.      He    abolished    the    old    Dutch    law    which 
prohibited  baptized  slaves  from  being  sold,  but  which 
'  .S'Ai/c  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  p.  104. 
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really  opcrattd  as  a  bar  to  thuir  receiving  any 
Christian  instruction  at  all,  and  made  most  of  them 
the  proselytes  of  Mohammedan  priests— no  bad  thing 
for  them  either  in  the  opinion  of  Alfred  Cole  and 
travellers  of  that  class.  Sir  J  jhn  also  established 
public  schools  for  poor  white  children,  and  jrave 
due  encouragement  to  missions,  granting  sites 
for  Pacaltsdorp  and  Thcopolis  to  the  London 
Missionary  Society,  although  his  landdrost  Cuyler 
bore  with  too  heavy  a  hand,  perhaps,  on  Rcthelsdorp, 
and  he  himself  had  re-introduced  the  apprenticeship 
system. 

It  was  certainly  very  hard  to  holrl  the  scales  of 
ju.stice  evenly  in  a  slave  and  serf-owning  community. 
There  can  be  no  better  illustration  of  the  difficulties 
the  Government  had  to  deal  with,  and  no  better 
justification  of  the  Kethelsdorp  missionaries  than  the 
celebrated  case  of  the  Bezuidenhouts,  which  occurred 
in  1815,  three  years  after  the  "  Hlack  Circuit." 

This  miserable  story,  out  of  which  Boer  writers 
have  made  a  patriotic  legend,  really  sets  in  a  very 
clear  light  the  difficulty  the  Government  experi- 
enced in  maintaining  a  deccp'  standard  of  law  and 
justice  amongst  the  Boers  of  the  eastern  frontier. 
Frederick  Rezuidenhout  belonged  to  that  turbulent 
band  of  Bruintjes  Hoogte  farmers,  always  mixed 
up  in  Kaffir  intrigues,  illicit  cattle  trading  and  any 
wild  work  that  was  afoot  on  the  frontier.     A  char<^e 
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of  illegal  detention  of  a  Hottentot  servant  had  been 
laid  against  him.     The   deputy  landdrost   happened 
to  be  Andries  StocUenstrom,  a  humane  and  just  man, 
who  inquired  into  the  case  and  found  the  Hottentot's 
statement   to   be   correct.     Hut  the  Hoer  refused  to 
appear   before   the   local    magistrate.      A    complaint 
was   then   laid  before  the   circuit   judges  at  Graafif- 
Rcinet,  but  their  summons  also  was  disregarded.     The 
judges  then  issued  a  warrant  for  hi.s  apprehension,  and 
the  landdrost  sent  the  messenger  of  the  court  to  the 
field-cornet  of  die  district,  a  sort  of  deputy  sheriff,  .say, 
in  his  civil  capacity,  for  his  assistance  to  make  the 
apprehension.      But    Bezuidcnhoufs    character   was 
such    that    field-cornet    Opperman    was     afraid    to 
accompany  the  messenger,  and  advised  him  to  apply 
to  the  nearest  military  post.     The  lieulrnant  com- 
manding there  furnished  him  with  a  party  from  the 
Hottentot  corps  which  served  as   a  frontier  guard. 
Rut  Bezuidenhou*  resisted  to  the  last,  and  after  firing 
on  the  soldiers,  retired  with  two  servants  to  an  impreg- 
nable cave,  where  he  had  previously  stored  a  quantity 
of  ammunition.     After  being  repeatedly  summoned  to 
surrender,  he  was  shot  dead  by  one  of  the  party  as  he 
was  taking  aim  at  a  Hottentot  soldier. 

In  an  ordinary  civilised  community  the  public- 
opinion  would  no  doubt  be  that  Frederick  Bezuiden- 
hout  had  had  every  chance  and  consideration  thai  the 
law  could  allow  him.     But  such  was  not  the  opinion 
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of  the  friencLs   and  rclatucs  uho  assembled   at  the 
Head  man's  funeral.     They  were   irritated,  f^enerally 
by  the  operation  of  this  law  calling  the  master  to' 
-ccoLmt  for  ill-treatment  of  his  colourerl  servants  an.l 
they  appear  to  have  been   specially  irritated  by  the 
fact  that  one  of  this  despised  race  of  Hottentots  could 
under  authority  of  the  law  shoot  one  of  themselves 
w.th   mipunity,     I'robably  they  felt  very  much  as  a 
-Southern  American  would  feel  if  he  wore  arrested  and 
taken  to  jail  by  a  black  policeman.      Their  point  of 
view   no   doubt    was   a  wrong   one;    the    Hottentot 
-sold.er  represented  the  r....jesty  and  authority  of  the 
law,  not  his  own  race,  and  had  been  employed  only 
when  all  civil  authority  had   failed.     But  such  con- 
siderations, if  tney  were  capable  of  makin^r  them,  could 
not  cool  the  blood  of  the  Graaff-Reinet  frontiersman 
A   conspiracy  was   formed,  and   again    all   the   wild 
spirits    of  the    district,    the    Prinsloos,    Hrasmu.ses 
Kloppers,  and  Krugers,  took  up  arms. 

Their  plan  was  the  usual  one,  to  rouse  all  the 
di-saffected  spirits  on  the  frontier,  to  persuade  and 
partly  to  intimidate  the  rest  into  the  movement 
and  with  the  help  of  the  Kaffir  tribes,  to  whom 
they  actually  promised  the  restoration  of  the  Zuur 
veld,  to  invade  the  Colony.  They  did  succeed  in 
mducing  a  commando  uhich  had  been  assembled 
on  some  pretext  of  a  Kaffir  invasion  to  join  them 
But  the  great  chief  Gaika,  though  he  had  intimate 
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relations   with  them,   was   wary   and    stood   by   his 
alliance  with  the  British.     I  Ic  hinted  to  the  l.oers  h.s 
doubts  of  the  success  of  their  enterprise,  telltng  them 
with  Kaffir  wit  and  cunninf;  "  that  he  must  see  how  the 
wind   blew   first  before  he  took  a  seat  at  the  fire. 
NotwithstandinK  this  failure  with  the  ureat  chief  the 
conspirators  persisted,  and  tried  to  raise  the   Tarka 
district  of  Graaff-Reinet  by  the  fdse  announcemen 
that  Gaika  was  to  join  them.an.l  threateninR  as  usual 
to  leave  those  who  declined  to  the  mercy  of  the  Kaffirs. 
One  of  the  most  active  in  the  insurrection  was  Jan 
Be..uidenhout,  a  brother  of  the  deceased.     He  drew 
up  the  rebels   in   a   circle   and  exacted  an   oath  of 
fidelity  from  them  ;  after  which  they  disbanded  for  a 
couple  of  days  to  gather  all  the  forces  they  could  from 
the  various  districts.     On  the  seventeeth  of  November 
they  again  assembled  and  marched  to  Slachter's  Nek. 
Their  attempt  to  rouse  the  country  was  a  failure,  hke 
•their   attempt   to   rouse   the    Kaffirs,  and   the.r  last 
muster  at  Slachter's  Nek  did   not,  according  to     )r. 
Theal,   number    more   than    fifty   burghers.      Judge 
Cloete,  however,  in  his  Five  Lectures   speaks  of  an 
additional  main  body. 

Whatever  their  numbers,  they  were  obstmate  men 
and  seem  to  have  been  kept  to  the  la.st  in  som. 
hopes  by  Gaika,  for  neither  prayers  nor  threats  wouK. 
„,ake  them  disband  till  an  armed  force  under  Colonel 
Cuyler,  the  landdrost  of  Uitenhage,  had  been  assem- 
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bli:<I  ,111(1  was  upon  tlicm.  Then  ciRhtccn  of  the  in- 
surtjcnls  fjavc  themselves  up  ;  the  rest  (led,  but  some 
were  afterwards  retaken,  and  some  came  in  of  their 
own  accord.  Five  of  tlie  most  desperate,  headed  by 
Jan  Hezuidcnhout,  fled  with  their  families  into  Kaffir- 
land.  They  were  pursued  by  a  mixed  body  of 
burghers  and  Hottentots  under  Commandant  VVillem 
Ncl  and  Major  Fraser.  An  advanced  party  of  the  I  lot- 
lentots  under  an  luiglish  officer  was  successfu'  in  am- 
bushing'the  fugitives.  Two  of  them  had  pre.-iously 
surrendered,  two  more  were  now  captured  whih  ab.sent 
from  the  laager;  what  bccnme  of  the  fifth,  Jan 
Hezuidcnhout,  I  will  give  in  Mr.  Thcal's  own  words: 

The  soldiers  now  approached  the  waxyons,  :ind  called  to 
Jan  liciilidcnhout  to  surrender.  He  was  an  illiterate  frontier 
farmer,  whose  usual  residence  was  a  w.itlle  and  dauh  structure, 
hardly  deser\in};  the  name  of  a  house,  and  who  knew 
nothing  of  refinement  after  the  Knj;lish  town  pattern.  (tl',i/// 
"/  nciktic  ami  sinks  no  rfproiull  licr,\  nl  any  rale.)  His  code 
of  honour,  too,  was  in  some  respects  different  from  that  uf 
modern  Knjjlishinen,  but  it  contained  at  le.ist  one  principle 
common  to  the  noblest  minds  in  all  sections  of  the  nice  to 
which  he  belonged  ;  to  die  rather  than  do  that  which  is  degrad- 
ing. And  for  him  it  would  haxe  been  unutterably  degrading 
to  have  surrendered  to  the  pandours.  Instead  of  doing  so 
he  fired  at  them.  His  wife,  .Martha  Faber,  a  true  South 
African  countrywoman,  in  this  extremity  showed  that  the 
liatavian  blood  had  not  degenerated  by  change  of  clime.  She 
stepped  to  the  side  of  her  husband,  saying,  "  Let  us  die 
together,"  and  as  he  discharged  one  gun  loaded  another  for  his 
use.  What  more  could  even  Kenan  Hasselaer  have  done  ? 
{Hisl.  of  Soulh  Africa,  vol.  3,  p.  193). 
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Jan's  son,  ii  boy  "f  fourteen  years,  also  took  an 
active  part  in  the  skirmish,  the  result  of  which  was 
that  a  Hottentot  s<,l<lier  was  killed,  ami  Jan  himself 
,lie<l,  some  hours  afterwarils,  from  the  wounds  he 
had   received. 

Now  I  am  <iuite  willing  to  sej   a  kind  of  savage 
heroism  in  Jan    He/ui<ienhout  which  calls    for    pity 
rather  than  severe  ju.lument.    He  was  perhaps  the  raw 
material  out  of  whid.  a  jjood  soldier   maybe   made, 
but  he  was  a  wild  caleran  with  notions  which  would 
have   made   all  decent  Government  impossible,   ami 
which  had   seriously  threatened  the  public  i«;ace  of 
the    whole    district,   and    mi{,'ht,    had    Gaika     been 
wdling,  hav.  brought   on    the    Cc.lony,  on    his    own 
countrymen,  the   -^vils   of  a   civil   war  and  a  Kaffir 
raid  combined.     There  is  some  danger,  as  well    as 
some  absurdity,  in  a  responsible  historian,  the  official 
historian  of  South  Africa,  making  a  kind  of  heroic 
legend  for  the  example  of  youth  out  of  Jan  Hezuiden- 
hout's   stor>'.     1    doubt  if  those   who   really  respect 
the  fame  of  Kenau  llasselaer  and  the  soundness  of 
national  traditions  will  much  appreciate  Dr.  Theal's 
complimentary  reference  to  the  widow  of  Haarlem. 

The  Hezuidcnhout  affair  is  the  kind  of  thing  which 
has  happened  in  the  early  history  of  every  country, 
when  the  central  government  was  beginning  to  ex- 
tend its  authority  and  its  civili:~ed  conceptions  of  law 
over  remote  and  half-barbarous  pro^•i,lces.     It  could 
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be  paranoial  by  a  ,l,«c>.  stories  „ut  of  \\  alt^r  Sett 
of  the  pcrlo,!  when  the  lc«al  a.lministratio,,  „f  ,hc 
ixnith  first  be,™  to  assert  itselfi,,  ,hc  Highlands 
such  stories  ,  ,hat  of  /•/„•  /A^./V,»/,/  ;/W«„,  for  i,,.' 
>'.-.ncc;  tl  y  arc  pathetic  enough  to  all.  an.l  to  a 
J^cotchinan  they  have  a  peeuliar  pathos  ;  but  not 
even   Mr,   Theo.lore    Xapier,    ,l,e    President   of   the 

Scottish  I'atriotic  Association,  who  .its  <|ow„  to  dinner 
every  day  in  kilts  and  with  a  skene-dhu  in  his  ^tock- 
."«s,  would  think  of  makin,^  them  occasions  for  tall 
talk  about  t,K  honour  of  hi,  race.  The  colour  which 
Dr.  Iheal  has  sprea.l.  w,ch  no  fjreat  -lelicacy  of  touch 
over  th,s  story  of  Jan  Ikvui.lenhout  simply  me.nis 
that  he  IS  insidiously  pointnij;  the  moral  ajjainst  the 
h.sher  conceptions  of  law  and  justice  represented  by 
Untish  rule  in  South  .Africa. 

Dr.  Theal,  it  is  true,  has  suppressed  these  heroics  in 
h.s  later  popular  history  belonsinj;  to  the  .SV»,-r  o/r/,e 
A  «/„„„  series;  but  in  his  Dutch  history,  written  three 
years  ago  for  the  use  of  Dutch  youth  in  South  Africa 
they  reappear  with  special   touches  which  are  very 
characteristic  of  the  manner  in  which  Dr.  Theal  varies 
Ills  narratives  to  suit  different  times  and    readers  of 
different  view.s.     In  his  Dutch  historv,  he  is  silent  re- 
garding the  fact  stated  in  his    larger  history,   that  ■, 
commando  of  Dutch  burghers  were  acting  in  ^^  ^rert 
with    the   Hottentot  .soldiers  in   pursuit  of      ■        e? 
uidenhout,  and  he  concludes  this  pitiful  sto,^   of  a 
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half-savage  fnintiiTstnaii's  ri'sistancc  tollicjust  iipcra- 
tion  of  law  in  the  following' lii;^'li  style  : 

TIk'  spirit  wliirli  impillcd  lliisc  iwii  men  (KiTilirik  anil  Jan 
llivuiilcnluiut)  til  this  way  iif  .ictinn,  «li.ili-vfr  nanii'  ymi  \ii\i: 
it,  was  till'  s|iinl  wlii.li  inaliliil  '  'i-  Smith  Afriian  lliii-rs  to 
■ircservc  tlluir  spi'iial  liiilisatiiin  </ii<lliu  h:ti ll'iTiiif;  li-  luhotiiiiil) 
111  tht  rfiiinlc  lands  nf  the  interior  (/n  whiih  llicy  <illcrw<ir,h 
mii;r,itcil\  anil  ki-pl  them  from  the  ileKrailaliim  into  whii  h  the 
I'ortliKllese  sank  ihrolljlli  rei  ounisinn  the  i  olmireil  rai  es  as  their 
eipials.  .  .  .  They  lOuUl  die,  but  they  would  not  suhmit  to  the 
shame  of  surrcnderin({  to  llottcntots.  Suih  was  their  law  of 
honour. 

That  is  the  ^'rainl  plea,  I  perceive,  by  which  the  Hoer 
jtistifies  tti  his  own  conscience  his  treatment  of  the 
native  races,  litit  whether  it  has  been  the  conscience 
of  the  Hoer,  or  the  protection  uliich  Hritisli  suzerainty 
ha.s  I'iven  the  native  races,  which  has  saved  South 
Africa  from  beinf,'  <le},'ra<lc<l  by  a  half-breed  civilisa- 
tion, .ind  how  far  th's  principle  of  Dr.  Theal's  covers 
the  case  of  wild  I'rederik  liezuidenhout  defying,'  the 
law-courts  of  his  own  district,  readers  may  determine 
for  themselves. 

The  end  of  the  Slachtei  's  Nek  rebellion  was  that 
of  the  thirty-nine  prisoners  taken,  five  were  hans,'e(l 
after  due  trial  before  a  hijjh  court  of  justice  held  in  the 
district  of  Uitenha!,'c,  that  is,  the  southern  part  of  the 
old  Ciraaff-Reinet  district.  The  others  were  let  off 
with  punishments  mostly  of  a  very  li  lit  character, 
one  month's  iinprisonmcnt  or  L'^  fine.  The  judges 
who  tried  them  were  Dutch,  the  clerk  of  the  court 
was   Dutch,  the   prosecutor  was    the    landdrost    of 
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Ui^-Mha,..    Or.  X-andcrkcmp's   „,. ,,.„,„,   „„,    ,^ 

vco  K..,K    fncn.1  .......  ,,,,,     All  „,.  civil  officials 

CO     c.ac..l  wKh  .he  affair  fro.n  the  f.rst  su,„,n.,„s  of 

-Icnk  J,...Klc„hout    .o.hcfi„al,,ro„o,„cinKof 

c  sentence  were  Dutch.     The  o„|y  i,„,,f,,,,„,   ,,. 

c..r< Ic.l  o„   the  part  of  the   Hritish  authorities  is  ,hc 

•-'-;■■  the  itritish  Governor  Kran,e.l  to  one  man.  I,; 
'>a<l  been  conclemnd  to  death  alo„,Mvi,h  the  other 
"vc.     Vet  n,  rea,linK  Mr.  Theal's  account  „e  .et  a 

-btl,.  .mpression  of  .-rave  injustice,  or  at  the  very 
c.        of  e.xtraor<li„ary   rigour    on    the  part   of  the 

Hr,   sh   Governor.      And  in  his  S„r,.  of  „...  Nations 

remark,  t!,..t     amongst   the   families  concerned    th- 
event  was  Ion,,  remembered  with  very  bitter  feelings 
towards  the  JJritish   authorities."      „    ,,  ,,,,.  ,,-,,; 
|n<lml.an<l  nn^ht  happen  with  small   blame  to  the 
.intLsh  authorities.     Hut  I  think  ].u\.,c  Clocte's  way 

of  not^cng  that  fact  is  a   fairer   and   more  sensible 

way  than  Dr.  ThcaPs..     H,,   „,  „,, 

see.  at  the  buildinj,  up  of  le,ends  which  wil?  be  of 

Mr.  Ifofmcyr  ..f  the  Africander  liund. 
'  Ju.Ik'C  Cloctc  .ul.nits  both  du'  ivil.l  ,  h.ir.ictcr  of  thr  nn   ■ 

li-«    (l.ms  of  persons  who  rmiM  not   siiffi-r  fi„„      i  . 

brought  nnder  the  authority  of    h      ,.,  e         I"    "  '"    ''. 

"P..n.hen,„.asnoo,ho.„:n,„i,h,;:;ete::;::^e!;r 
c^ise  of  overt  rebellion  thi,.  connnittecl."    (/.,■,■.',„■'  )) 
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The  British  Immigration  of  i820--Tiouble5  of  the  New  Settlers 
—British  Farmers  in  the  Zuuiveld  -The  Scotch  Settlement 
at  Glen  Lynden -Thomas  I'ringle's  A/yican  Sie/i/Ks— The 
Old  Home  of  the  Bezuidenhouts. 

In  1815  the  long  struggle  with  Napoleon  was  at 
last  brought  to  an  end  on  the  plains  of  Waterloo. 
Great  Britain  had  come  out  .;  me  conflict  greatly 
increased  in  reputation  and  possessions,  mistress  of 
the  seas  and  covered  with  military  glory,  with  a 
prestige,  in  short,  which  for  many  years  did  much  to 
facilitate  her  development  as  an  empire  and  her 
schemes  in  every  part  of  the  world.  But  with  peace 
came  the  reckoning  up  of  accounts,  and  a  host  of 
problems  regarding  internal  adininistration  and  the 
government  of  colonies  and  dependencies  which,  now 
that  the  tension  of  the  war  was  over,  called  for  the 
consideration  of  tho  British  Ministers.  Amongst 
these  was  the  condition  of  Cape  Colony.  One  result 
of  the  war  had  been  that  at  the  I'cacc  of  Paris  (1814, 
Great  Britain  found  herself  confirmed  by  a  convention 
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with  the  Netherlands '  and  the  consent  of  the  Great 
Powers  in  the  permanent  possession  of  the  Cape,  and 
the  Government  accordingly  now  began  to  take 
measures  to  strengthen  its  position  in  the  colony. 

The  most  important  of  these  measures  was  the 
encouragement  of  British  immigration.  In  1820, 
with  the  assistance  of  money  from  Parliament,  over 
4,000  liritish  immigrants  were  landed  at  Algoa  ]5ay. 
Most  of  them  were  located  in  Albany,  the  old 
Zuurveld,  a  good  corn-growing  country  with  plenty 
of  wood  and  xv'atcr,  which,  however,  the  Hoers,  for 
various  reasons,  could  not  be  induced  to  occupy.  It 
was  expected  that  the  presence  of  the  immigrants 
would  steady  that  turbulent  region  and  interpose  a 
neutral  element  between  tho.se  inveterate  enennV-.s,  the 
Boer  and  the  Kaffir. 

The  new  settlers  were  a  motley  band,  composed  of 
all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men,  jovial  Knglish 
farmers,  staid  Scotch  agriculturists  from  the  Lothians, 
of  Presbyterian  faith  and  discipline,  polemical 
Wesleyans,  who  fot.ght  points  of  theology  all  the 
way  across,  respectable  tradesmen,  fishermen  and 
watermen  from  the  Chamiel  ports,  distressed  artisans 
from  the  towns,  and  parties  of  pauper  agricultural 
labourers,  not  alwaj-s  too  respectable  or  likely  to  make 
a  good  class  of  emigrants  under  the  trying  conditions 

'  lirit.iin  uave  the  Dutch  ^ix  millions  sterling  .md  leturned 
Jiiva  ami  the  .Spice  Isl.ancls  to  them. 


Ill 


Si 


' 


li' 


! 
i 


'^^    i 


200         BRITAIN'S  TITLE  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA  XI 

of  a  pioneer  settlement  in  a  wild  district.  There  were 
some,  too,  of  a  higher  social  class,  half-pay  officers 
and  youn-er  sons,  who  had  come  out  with  a  small 
capital  to  try  their  fortunes  in  a  new  country. 

They  seem  to  have  been  rather  appalled  at  the  wild 
appearance  of  that  part  of  the  coast  which  they  saw 
first.  "  Hegh  .Sirs  !  but  this  is  an  ill-faured  and  out- 
landish-lo.iking  country,"  had  been  the  exclamation 
of  a  canny  Scot,  who  came  out  with  I'ringle  in  the 
brig  Brilliant,  as  he  looked  with  a  grave  face  at  the 
bleak  hills  and  sands  of  False  l?ay  ;  and  as  they 
sailed  along  the  coast  to  their  destination  at  Algoa 
Ray,  and  gazed  at  the  great  headlands  and  rugged 
mountain  ridges  of  that  district,  sublime  but  wild  and 
lonely  looking,  their  feelings  rose  into  something  like 
consternation,  except  in  the  case  of  some  Scotch 
mountaineers,  who  saw  something  not  quite  unfamiliar 
to  them  in  the  great  Knysna  forests  or  the  ranges  of 
the  Zitzikamma. 

The  Colonial  Government  had  made  careful  and 
extensive  preparations  for  their  disembarkation  and 
conveyance  to  the  respective  lands  allotted  to  them. 
Camp  equijiagc  and  rations,  Highland  soldiers,  tall 
Dutch  Boers  with  their  teams,  and  swarthy 
Hottentots  to  assist  them,  nothing  seems  to  have 
been  lacking  or  deficient.  But  the  best  a  Govern- 
ment can  do  for  a  new  population  of  settlers  is  little 
compared  with  what  the>'  must  learn  to  do  for  them- 
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■selves,  and  we  can  imagine  the  situation  and  feelings 
of  many  of  the   parties  (ten  associated  families  at 
least   were   required    for    an    independent    location) 
escorted  by  a  field-cornet  to  some  wild  valley  among 
the  mountains  and  there  left  for  the  most  part  to 
their  own  resources  ;  not  altogether,  however,  for  the 
Government  always  stood  by  to  help  a  little  where  it 
was  necessary.     Th,-  neighbouring  Boers,  too,  c\cry- 
where  wcr.    friendly  and  helpful,  supplying  the  new- 
comers with   such   cuttings,  graftings,  seeds,  &c.,  as 
were  suitable  to  the  soil.     Even  that  turbulent  race 
of  Bruintjes   Hoogtc  and   the  ]5oschberg,  I'rinsloos, 
Labuschagnes,  Kloppcrs,  Erasmuses,  &c.,  uere  good 
neighbours  to   the  Lothian   farmers  who  settled  near 
them  on  the  Baviaan's  River. 

The  new  settlers,  of  course,  had  to  make  their  own 
huts  and  furniture,  and  learn  the  new  conditions  of 
doing  everything  from  ,,lanting  orchards  and  drying 
fruits  to  driving  an  o.x-team.  In  some  expo.scd  parts'", 
too,  they  had  to  guard  against  "  ieving  Kaffirs  or 
Hottentots,  and  were  liable  to  be  .oused  at  nights  by 
the  roar  of  a  lion  prowling  round  after  their  cattle. 
What  the  poorer  and  more  thriftless  class  amongst 
them  could  do  in  such  circumstances,  we  may  guels. 
They  were  unfortunate  also.  Two  successive  seasons 
of  blight,  followed  in  the  third  by  a  destructive  hurri- 
cane, reduced  many  of  the  emigrants  to  the  greatest 
miser)-,  which  was  only  partially  alkniated  by  all  the 
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efforts  the  Governmciit  could  make  in  the  way  of 
distributing  rations  and  ^.ced-wheat  gra/is.  Under 
such  circumstances  it  is  not  surprising  that  numbers  of 
them,  especially  the  mechanics  and  general  labourers, 
abandoned  their  farms  and  sought  work  in  Grahams- 
town,  Cradock,  I'ort  Klizabeth,  Graaff-Reinct  and 
other  places  which  were  now  rising  into  importance. 
There  they  ultimately  formed  the  artisan  and  shop- 
keeping  class  of  that  part  of  the  country. 

The  Government  had  also  made  a  mistake  in 
dealing  with  the  emigrants.  With  the  idea  of  creating 
a  denser  agricultural  population  they  had  restricted 
the  grants  of  land  to  a  hundred  acres  for  each  family, 
in  a  country  where  the  Boer  considered  an>thing  less 
than  six  thousand  insufficient  to  make  sure  of  water 
and  pasturage.  The  grants  were  enlarged  in  1825, 
to  those  who  were  still  on  their  lands,  and  I  think 
there  may  have  been  prudence  in  the  Government's 
delay. 

But  notwithstanding  their  misfortunes  and  the 
privations  which  they  endured  for  a  year  or  two, 
many  of  the  settlers  soon  began  to  do  well  ;  and  on 
the  whole  it  is  agreed  that  the  immigration  of  1S20 
turned  out  eventually  one  of  the  most  successful 
experiments  ever  made  on  that  scalo.  In  1824  George 
Thompson,  travelling  along  the  coast  near  the  Kowie 
River,  describes  the  locations  of  the  better  class,  the 
"heads  of  families,"  in  terms  w'.iich  would  not  dis- 
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credit   an   English  nobleman's   parks  and  launs    to 
wh.ch  indeed  he  does  not  hesitate  to  compare  them 
"  neat,  picturesque  cottages  surrounded  by  luxuriant 
woo<ls  and  copses  of  evergreens,  in   the  disposal  of 
wh.ch  the  wanton  hand  of  Nature  seemed  to  have 
rivalled  the  most  tasteful  efforts  of  art.  .  .  .  flocks  of 
sheep  pasturing  on  the  soft  green   hills,  while  the 
foaming  surge  broke  along  the  beach  on  my  right 
hand."     Kvidently  a  beautiful  and  fertile  country  t'his 
partoftheZuurveld,old   land  of  the  Ghonaqua  and 
Kaffir  now  jjassed  a«ay  from  them  for  ever.     With  the 
locations  of  the  ordinary  settlers  also,  Thompson  was 
much  pleased.  "  The  halgcs  and  ditches,  and  wattled 
fences  presented   home-looking   pictures  of  neatness 
and  industry,  very  different  from  the  rude  and  slovenly 
premises  of  the  back-country  boors."  1 

Ky  far  the  best  account  of  any  of  the.sc  new  .settle- 
ments is  that  given  by  Thomas  Pringle  in  his  Navm- 
live  of  a  Rcsidaia-  in  South  Afrka,  from  which  I  have 
so  often  quoted.  There  the  reader  may  see  how  a 
good  class  of  Scottish  emigrants  from  the  Lothians, 
with  no  superfluity  of  capital,  could  in  the  worst  .f 
timcs  hold  their  own  and  eventually  reach  a  high 
degree  of  prosperity,  that  degree,  at  least,  which  seems 
to  be  characteristic  of  the  countrv    '■  :„,   .1 |.^„(,^^, 
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This  Scottish  setclemcnt  was  situated  just  over  the 
mountains  beyond  Hruintjcs  Ilooste  and  the  Ho.di- 
ber-  with  the  Hoers  of  the  Tarka  for  its  neighbours 
on  the  north,  and  the  kraals  of  Gaika  not  far  to  the 
east  of  it;  a  wild  mountainous  district  and  an 
exposed  part  of  the  frontier,  but  enclosing  a  beautiful 
and  fertile  valley,  about  six  miles  long,  where  the 
settlers  were  located.  "  The  place  looks  no  saemickle 
amiss,"  was  the  comment  of  one  of  the  party  on  his 
first  sight  of  it. 

It  was  as  the  leader  of  this  band  of  emigrants  that 
Thomas  Pringle,  the  son  of  a  Lothian  farmer,  came 
to  Africa.     Pringle  had  received  a  University  educa- 
tion  and    possessed   literary  talent  really  of  a  high 
order.     Whatever   strikes   his  fancy  in   the   way  ot 
novel  picturesque   scenery,  of   romantic   or  pathetic 
incident    he    describes    in    a   vivid,   often    mastcrl)- 
manner,  with  great  truth  of  impression  and  a  fluent, 
if  slightly  prolix,  art  of  narrative.     He  has  quite  a 
genius  indeed  in  descriptive  language,  and  never  fails 
to  seize  the  true  features  and  capture  the  right  word 
when  the  thing  is  novel  enough  to  stir  his  imagina- 
tion.    Take  his  description  of  the  IClephants'  Glcii, 
for  example,  "  inhabited  by  a  troop  of  those  gigantic 
animals,  whose  strange  wild  cry  was  heard  by  us  the 
whole  night   long,  as   we  bivouacked  by  the   river, 
sounding    like    a    trumpet    among    the    moonliglit 
mouritains." 
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Hut  with  all  his  literary  gift  I'ringlc  has  n.astcred 
nothing,  unless  it  be  this  field  of  picturesque  descrip- 
tion, has  organised  no  materials,  developed  no  line 
of  thought  historical,  psychological,  ethical,  or  statis- 
tical, and  made  it  his  own.  Hence  even  in  his  prose 
he  remains  too  dependent  on  casual  inspirations  of 
an  imaginative  or  sentimental  kind.  There  is  a  want 
of  observation  in  his  work  regarding  ordinary  men 
and  their  ordinary  ways  which  is  not  (jiiite  made  jp 
for  hy  occasional  excursions  on  the  Flora  and  l^'auna 
of  South  Africa,  or  moving  descriptions  of  Kaffir 
prisoners  in  the  livid:  All  the  same  the  Narrative 
is  a  very  fine  style  of  work,  conveying  general  pic- 
turesque impressions,  and  throwing  high  lights  here 
and  there  on  things  with  something  of  the  grace  and 
power  of  a  Chateaubriand. 

As  a  poet  also  I'ringlc's  reputation  must  rest 
altogether  on  a  few  vivid  impressional  pictures  of 
native  African  life.  In  his  Scottish  poems,  he  is  only 
one  voice  more  in  the  crowd  of  those  minor  singers 
who  caught  something  of  the  grace  of  Campbell  and 
Hcattic,  or  yielded  to  the  seductions  of  romance  in 
the  octosyllabic  verse  which  Scott  and  Byron  wielded 
so  well.  But  when  he  once  reached  the  virgin  soil 
of  South  Africa,  where  there  was  so  much  which 
appealed  to  the  imagination  of  that  age,  the  desert 
the  noble  savage  and  the  tragic  scenes  of  slavery,  but 
had  been  sung  of  hitherto  only  by  poets  like  Cowper 
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and  Hannah  More  from  the  safe  (hstaiicc  of  their 
evanjjelical  parlours,  l'riiif;le's  muse  took  fire  and 
prockiced  a  few  pictures  of  the  Hush-boy,  the  Kaffir, 
the  Hottentot  and  tlie  Koranna,  which  deserve  to  be 
better  known  than  tliey  are.  The  true  rhythmical 
power  of  the  lines  on  the  Hush-boy  has  haunted 
many  an  ear  since  it  fascinated  Coleridge's  ; — 

Afar  in  llic  Ucsirl  I  line  to  rii'.c. 

With  llic-  sik-ni  l!usli-l)(iy  :ilonc  by  my  side  : 

Away    away     in  the  WiliU-rncss  vast, 

Whvrt-  the  White  Man's  fiiot  hatli  never  passed, 

And  the  (luivered  Coranna  "r  Uecluuin 

Hath  r;irely  crossed  with  his  roving  clan. 

It  is  from  TrinRlc  indeed  that  we  get  our  best 
sketches  of  African  life  and  scenery  at  this  period, 
a  little  idealised  perhaps  in  the  style  of  Campbell,  the 
moral  sublime  and  tender  at  times  overpowering  the 
natural  character  of  the  thing  ;  but  still  the  only  life- 
coloured  pictures  we  have  of  the  frontier,  with  its 
different  races,  Boers,  Hritish,  Hottentots  and  Kaffirs. 
For  the  accounts  of  missionaries  and  travellers,  though 
they  occasionally  contain  dramatic  pages,  rarely  possess 
that  power  of  giving  the  atmosphere  of  life  without 
which  details  are  so  apt  to  be  distortions  and  produce 
a  misleading  impression,  especially  if  the  writer  has  a 
particular  theory  or  view  to  support.  I'ringle's  work, 
therefore,  inay  fairly  be  considered,  except  for  some 
half-savage,  half-sublime  breathings  from  Kaffir  poet- 
chiefs  and  "  wise  men,"  as  the  first  literary  fruit  of 
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African  soil,  though  as  yet  clearly  exotic  in  its 
flavour.  From  his  volume  of  ,,„cms,  once  well  knr.vn 
un<ler  the  title  of  Afria,,.  Skctclus,  I  make  the 
following  extracts,  wl,ich  will  give  the  reader  some 
Kl^-a  of  the  Scottish  settlement  at  Glen  Lyn.len 
as  the  ol.l  home  of  the  liezui.lenhouts  was  now 
called. 


;(.    ■ 
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■'.'■-'•  >'" ^'■•'•"■.  ""I-  "»n  (;ien  I.Mulun  cl.in 

(!■.  "ilnm  1  ™  linkcl  like  ,-,, rue-. Sn,„i,l,,„;u>) 

Ait  alhirouml  ii».     l'M^,t  llwt  il.irfc  ruvim- 

WhcTc  on  the  Icfl,  KitiMlltic  ci;,n,  arc  .iin. 

Ami  the  steep  Tark.i  mountains,  stern  anil  bare 

Cl..se  mi,n<l  the  uplanil  <:le.,j.hs  of  lone  (;ien  Ta'ir 

Our  Lotl.mn  frien.ls  with  their  ;;(.o,l  mother  <hvell 

lie.sule  yon  kran.  '  wh.,se  pirtured  records  tell 

Of  liushmen's  luintiuKs  in  the  days  of  old, 

Ere  liero  Meaiiilenhout  -  had  lixed  his  fold. 

-Then  u]i  the  widenin),'  vale  c.vicnd  your  view, 

Meyond  the  rlump  that  skirts  the  Lions  Cleuyh, 

I'ast  our  old  ramp,  the  willow-trees  amonj;. 

Where  lirst  these  mountains  heard  our  .Sal,bath  sonif  • 

And  mark  the  settlers'  homes,'  as  they  appear 

With  eulturetl  helds  and  or.  h.ird-ardens  near 

■And  cattle-kraals,  associ.ilc  or  single. 

From  fair  Craig-Renni.;  up  to  Clifton'  I'rinKle. 

'  .Steep  rock,  on  which  the  wild   ilushmen,  low  in  the  sT^ 

"f  races,  yet  with  an  ar,  instinct  Kica.er  than  that  of  Kaffir'or 

l.ncr,  drew  and  coloured  his  rude  pictures 

=  "fthe  lirtiintjes  Hoogte  rebels,  some  of  whom  .as  inveterate 

reeders  o.  s.nfe  on  the  Kafilr  frontier  had  been  transferred  to 

the  northern  district. 

tail?""''  ""'«'■■■'"'-  "■''"  ''■"'  aiven  Lothian  names  to  their 
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Then  there  is  Ciiptiiin  IhirdinK'  at  Thric  rounliiins 

Near  (.'rail™  k     f<irty  niilis  aniiss  the  niiuiiitains  : 

I  like  his  shrewd  remarks  i)n  ihiilKs  and  men, 

And  canter  u'er  to  dinner  now  and  then. 

—There's  I.anddrost  Stoikenstroni"  at  C.raaff-Keinel, 

A  man,  I'm  snrc,  yon  would  not  soon  for^;et, 

Who  though  in  this  wilil  country  horn  and  hred, 

Is  able  in  affairs,  in  hooks  well  read, 

And~wliiit's  more  uuritnrious  in  Ihc  otsc-- 

A  zcilhms  frumi  lo  Afrit's  s-wnrl/iy  rmi: 

—Sometimes  a  pleasant  Kuest,  fnmi  parts  remote. 

Cheers  for  a  passinx  nij,'ht  om-  rustic  i  cit  ; 

As,  lately,  the  i;ay-himioured  Captain  Kox, 

With  whom  I  roamed  'mid  Koonap's  woods  and  rocks. 

While  the  wdil  elephants  in  groups  stood  still, 
And  wondered  at  us  on  their  woody  hill. 
— Here,  too,  sometimes,  in  more  religious  mood, 
We  welcome  Sniilh  or  lirownlee,  grave  and  good, 
Or  fervid  Read ''-to  natives,  kneeling  round 
I'roelaiming  the  C.reat  Word  of  glorious  sound  : 
Or,  on  some  Christian  tnission  brave'y  bent. 
Comes  I'hilip '  with  his  apostolic  tent. 


•  Deputy-Landdrost. 

'-'  Captain  .'\ndrics  Stockcnstrom,  afterw.irds  l.ieutenanl- 
governor,  the  same  whom  Dr.  Theal  paints  in  his  llislory,  vol.  i\ . 
o.  54,  as  a  kind  of  h.df-monster,  driven  by  jealousy  and  ambitiim 
into  an  unaccountable  perversion  of  his  past  career,  because  lie 
took  the  side  of  the  natives  in  the  Border  policy  question.  As 
Pringle's  verses  show,  he  had  always  been  an  advocate  of  the 
claims  of  the  native. 

'  James  Read,  of  the  Hethclsdorp  mission. 

*  Dr.  Philip,  of  the  Raearchcs. 


IIKITArNS  Tlll.K   IN  sol' 


III  Af-UICA 


20) 


In  what  follows,  «e  have  a  glimpse  of  the  native 
c  cmcnt  in  this  wild  pastoral  scone.  I'link  is  the 
Hottentot  herdsman  : 

-Tisal,n,„tsuns..t.     Wl,..t  a  s,,l,.,uli,l  ,l<y  : 
An.l  hark-  the  h„„u.«ar,l  .  „«l,„v's  ,■,  l,,,!,,.  ,ry 
Desccn.hnK  fr-.n,  il„.  nmuntains.     This  fair  ,  li,„.. 
Andsixncvallthcpatiian-lial  u,w 
\Vh<-„  lld.rcvv  hc-r.U,,,™  fc-,1  tluir  ,«■„,:„«  ll...  ks 
lly  Arncms  rncaUs  ami  Kirjath-Arl)a's  rm:ks. 

Ma  !  armcl  CafTcrs  with  the  shepherd  Kiink 
n  earnest  talk?    Ay,  now  I  mark  their  mien  ■ 
It  IS  I'owana  friun  /ivarl-Kei,  1  ween 
•riic  Amatemhu  chief,     lie  comes  to'p.-.y 
A  fnenilly  visit,  ,,n,Miised  many  a  day  ■ 
lo  view  our  settlement  in  I.ynden  Clen 
And  sn.oke  the  I'ipe  of  I'eaee  with  Scot'tish  men 
And  his  n.iy  consort,  .\Ioya,  loo,  attends 
n.  see  "The  World"  and  Amanjrle^i '  friends, 
ler  fond  heart  llutterinn  hi«h  with  an.ious  schemes 
lo  tjain  the  cnchantint;  l^eads  that  luunt  her  dreams  ;•-■ 
Vet  let  us  not  these  simpl.^  folk  despise  ; 
Just  such  our  sires  appeared  in  Cxsar's  eves  • 
And  m  the  course  of  Ilea,  en's  evolving  plan, 

y  I  ruth  made  free,  the  h.nK-s.nrned  African, 
Ills  Makers  image  radi.int  in  hi,  face, 
Among  earth's  noblest  sons  shall  find  his  pl.-,c,-. 

A  somewhat  old-f'shioned  idyl],  „o  dottbt,  alike  in 
Its  valour  and  its  rhythtns,  b„t  interesting  as  a  picture 

'  English. 

=  Slight  idealisation  here  in  the  Campbell  style,  where  there 
i    '  t,s     1       7  ""    "'""  "■""■  ^'  "*""-  "f  '■'"><>'  \Villem  of 
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of  that  district;  Uruiiitjfs  II..,.Ktc,  or  at  least  tin- 
Haviaaiis'  Kivcr  valley,  seen  b)'  clear,  honest  I.othian 
eyes,  even  if  there  is  something  of  a  pious  visionary 
liuht  in  them.  Hut  wh..  knows?  The  instinct  of  a 
l>rin«le  is  a  <leeper  as  well  as  a  better  thin«  than  the 
cynic-il  realism  of  a  llofmeyr  or  a  Theal,  an.l  more 
hkely  to  Ik;  justified  by  time. 

I'rinKle  did  not  remain   lon^'  in  the  Glen  l.yn<leii 
settlement,  the  farm  he  occupied  beins;  only  held  by 
him    as    care-taker    for    his  brother.      He    foun-l   his 
way  to  Capetown,  and  started  a  newspaper  there  of 
advance.l   liberal  and  philanthropic  opinions,  which 
soon  brou-ht  him  into  collision  with  the  authorities. 
Kventually  he  returne.l  to  l'.nt;land  where  he  became 
secretary  of  the  Society  for  the  .\bolalon  of  Sla-     v, 
and  as  such,  as  well  as  by  his  writings,  continued  I- 
exercise    some    inHuencc  on  the    .leslinies    of  South 
Africa.     He  was  a  hiuli-minded,  generous  enthusiast, 
who  worke.l  with  his  whole  .soul  in  the  humanitarian 
movement,  which   was  the  Z.;H^r,s/  of  th.it  age  in 
iMisland,  a.ul  had   a   faith  in  the  divine  government 
of  the  world  which  the  modern  economist  reserves  for 
his  own  figures. 
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Administralive  Clmnnes  -  I.nr.l  Cliarlw  S.imcrsit  as  Covcm.ir 
-The  l.ilRTiy  of  the  Press-The  Liberal  Party  at  Cap.- 
tmvn  The  fcmstitulion  of  the  (.■,>l,iny  Meeting  „f  Simier- 
sct  ami  (;aika  Makana  the  Prophet  ami  \\arri(.r  The 
Kaffir  Rising      The  Ceileil  Terriliiry. 

TfiI':  presence  of  a  lar^e  iniinber  of  Uritish  settlers 
brought  uith  it  new  problems  for  the  Coveniineiit, 
atul  sii-j,'este(l  various  changes  in  the  adinitiistratioti. 

Tlie  now  iniini.Ljrants  spoke  no  Dirtch,  an<l  with 
their  arrival  and  th.e  rapid  jjrouth  of  towns  and  farms 
hirarinj;  Hritish  names,  the  (loverninent  had  a  fair 
opporttinity  of  intfodiicinf,'  another  measure  desi>;ne(l 
to  bring  the  Colony  into  closer  connection  with  Creat 
Hritain  and  the  other  parts  of  the  Empire.  This  was 
the  s'.ibstitution  of  Kns,dish  instead  of  Dutch  as  the 
lan<,niai,'e  of  official  documents  and  of  the  law  courts, 
a  chan<ie  which  was  frradually  effected  by  a  series  of 
enactments  ranjjinj;  over  six  years,  from  1S22  to  1X28- 
No  doubt  the  British  Government  was  looking  for\iard 
to  an  eventual  fusion  of  the  two  white  races  in  the 
(  olony,  and  felt  that  a  dual  language  wotild  be  an 
impediment  to  that.     Hut  naturally  the  Dutch  p..pti- 
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liitioii  of  thcCiiloii)-  wdLild  reel  it  to  be  .1  j;riev.-uice, 
;i  kind  of  oste'itatioiis  proclamation  of  Hritisli 
siipremac)-.  It  was  attended  also  by  some  practical 
inconveniences  to  thcni,  as  in  the  case  of  Dutch  jury- 
men who  miLjht  not  know  luiyiish.  Hut  there  was 
nothin.^  injudicious  in  the  atteni[>t  made  at  a  time 
when  it  had  some  cliaiice  of  success.  Tlie  Go\ernor 
(Lord  Charles  Somerset)  had  done  all  he  could  to 
prepare  the  way.  Free  schools,  with  English  teachers, 
had  been  established  almost  in  every  villa,t;e,  and  Dr. 
Thom,  of  Capetown,  who  had  this  field  under  his 
charye,  rejiorted  in  1827  that  ..le  English  languaijc 
had  i.iade  great  progress  in  most  of  the  villages. 
{Missioiimy  Register,  182S,  p.  40.)  l-^ven  so  cool 
an  observer  as  Wilbcrforce  l?ird  considered  at  this 
time  that  what  between  English  schools  and  the 
frequent  intermarriages  of  Dutch  and  ICnglish,  the 
Colony  would  soon  be  "  completely  anglicised." 

After  all,  if  there  is  to  be  an  Empire,  there  ought 
to  be  an  otificial  language  for  the  Empire,  and  :is 
much  recognition  of  its  precedency  as  is  compatible 
with  the  natural  rights  and  feelings  of  the  different 
races  under  its  flag.  Had  Cape  Colony  stood  alone 
and  Dutch  racial  sentiment  not  been  stirred  long  after- 
wards by  events  far  outside  of  its  border,  the  propriety 
of  the  measure  might  never  have  been  qui-stiunod 
even  by  Dr.  Theal.  Hut  many  years  afterward.^, 
in  1882,  when  Mr.  Gladstone's  surrender  after  Majuba 
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Hill  and  the  formation  oi" 


^'^   ■'^t--c:iu<h-v  Blind  had 


U.vc.nthcDntchancu..sc.,...r,o„,,andcve„,as 

"■as  natui-al  and  indeed  inc,,-..M..„ho,c  of  ultimate 
■■upremacy,  the  Cape  I'arhament  made  the  Dntch 
angua,e  again  official.  Xo  one,  of  course,  objects  to 
that.  But  ,t  IS  not  altogether  by  legislation  that  the 
status  of  things  is  finally  settled  ;  and  it  is  a  fact  of 
-me  significance  that  after  all  Cape  colonists  lil.e 
Olive  Schreiner  and  Dr.  Theal,  in  spite  of  their  Dutch 
sympathies,  prefer  to  write  their  works  in  luiglish 

Other  changes  which  the  JSritish  Government  made 
about  this  period  were  the  alterations  in  the  admin- 
jstration  of  the  laws.      With  the   infiu..    of   a  new 
British  population,  the  old  boards  of  the  landdrost  and 
"■"""'f  "•  "'"■'^'^  ''■■-'  «"^bined  all  the  functions  of 
financial,  judicial,  and  civil  administration  in  a  pater- 
na    kind  of  way,  were  considered    inapplicable   and 
out  of  date.     Accordingly  a  new  administration,  with 
re.s.dent  magistrates  as  judges,  civil  commis.sioners  for 
ordinary  busine.s.s,  and  justices  of  peace  throughout 
the   district  was   created.      Even    Dr  Theal,  in   his 
ff's^oo'  0/  t,u-    Boas,  admits   that  "every  one  n„w 
recognises   this  to   have  been   a  beneficial   measure" 
utm  his  later  Histories,  in  his  volume  in  the  5/.;,,./ 
the  Nattons  series,  for  example,  he  has  not  a  word  to 
'^ay  in  its  favour,  but  speaks  coldly  of  it,  as  well  as 
of  the  substitution  of  an  independent  supreme  court 
for  the  old  burgher  senate  (heartily  approved  of  in 
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his  larger  History)  as  a  "  remodelling  after  tlie  luiglish 
pattern."  lie  mixes  it  up  with  the  question  of  the 
substitution  of  Knglish  for  Dutch  as  the  language  ot 
the  courts,  and  concludes  the  subject  ominously  with 
these  words  :  "  And  now  was  heard  the  first  murmur- 
ing of  a  cry  that  a  few  years  later  resounded  through 
the  Colony,  and  men  and  women  began  to  talk  of  the 
regions  devastated  by  the  Zulu  wars,  if  it  might  not 
be  possible  there  to  find  a  refuge  from  British  rule." 
Dr.  Thcal,  like  Gaika,  is  evidently  "  taking  his  seat  b)- 
the  fire,"  as  he  thinks  the  wind  blows. 

It  is  easy  to  make  general  representations  of 
this  kind  and  not  difficult  ev<-n  to  find  some  con- 
tem])orary  utterance  which  ai)])ears  to  justify  them. 
Of  course,  every  one  may  understand  that  there  was 
a  difference  of  opinion  between  many  or  most  of  the 
Boers  and  the  Cape  Government  on  such  a  question 
as  the  substitution  of  the  new  magistrates  for  the  old 
ones  ;  but  the  difference  was  simply  that  which  will 
always  arise  between  the  Government  and  a  conser- 
vative or  interested  part  of  the  population  when  the 
former  in  reduces  new  and  improved  machinery  into 
the  State.  We  can  all  sympathi.se  with  the  feelings 
of  the  Boers  on  this  occasion,  all  of  us  at  any  rate 
who  have  a  love  for  old  names  and  old  things  ;  but 
what  they  experienced  then  is  what  we  have  all 
experienced  alike  in  matters  of  the  State  and  matters 
of  the  parish.     I    felt  a  disagreeable   shock   myself 
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when  I  found  that  the  ol<l  town-cric-r  with  his  hand- 
bell had  been  abolished  in  the  small  bu,-h  where  I 
'vas  bred.     Hut  I  admitted  that  the  place 'had  grown 
too  lar-e  for  his  jurisdiction,   and  did  not,  like  mv 
grandmotlK.,  suspect  any  malice  on  the  part  of  the 
new  burgh  commissioners.     The  Dutch  colonist,  it  is 
true,  is  intensely  conservative  in  his  ways,  and  any 
change   is   more   vexatious  coming  from  the  hatid  of 
a  foreign   governor.     It   was  vexatious   to   lose  the 
fam.har  old  lurmr.,,i  that  they  had  been  accustomed 
to  all  the,r  lives,  and  have  him  turned  into  a  strange 
vrcdnrchu-r  or  justice  of  the  peace,  even  if  he  was  the 
same  man.     All   this   may  be   readily   granted,  but 
■t  IS  a  very  different  thing  to  represent  this  change 
and   that   of  the   official   language  as  a  substantial 
grievance  which  led  to  the  great  trek.     There  is  one 
fact  alone  which  goes  a  long  way  to  discredit  such 
a  view.     These  changes,  as  far  as  thev  were  felt  as 
grievances,  were  felt  by  every  part  of  the  Colony  alike 
"b.lc  ninety-eight  per  cent,  of  the  Boers  who  made' 
the  great  trek,  from  .836  to  ,839,  came  from  the  old 
district  of  Graaff-Reinet  alone.      There  can   be  no 
clearer  evidence  that  the  troubles  which  caused   that 
trek  lay  altogether  in  that  frontier  district.     Indeed 

these    arliriinJcf  t.i»,\ —     .,!._._  . 
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reputation  of  the  Uritish  rule  for  justice,  and  the 
security  it  ^ave  to  all  lej^itimate  interests,  was  too 
well  established  to  be  much  affected  by  such 
differences,  or  by  those  wliich  occasionally  occurred 
at   this  time  on  the  question   of  farm  tenures. 

The  Governor  of  Cape  Colony  durinj;  these  im- 
portant events  was  Lonl  Charles  Henry  Somerset, 
who  held  office  for  the  unusual  term  of  twelve  years, 
from  18 14  to  1826.  He  was  a  member  of  the  great 
r.eaufort  family,  with  connections  high  and  powerful 
enough  to  obtain  a  practically  free  hand  for  him  in 
the  government  of  the  Colony.  1  le  was  an  able  man, 
of  clear,  prompt  judgment,  almost  pouncing  upon 
the  thing  he  took  in  hand  and  straightening  it  out 
with  a  fmc  practical  instinct  for  the  immediate  needs 
of  the  occasion.  A  few  months  after  his  arrival  he 
set  up  a  Government  farm  at  the  Boschberg  for 
provisioning  the  troops  on  the  eastern  frontier,  and 
built  granaries  for  storing  grain  purchased  from  the 
farmers,  a  great  boon  to  the  latter,  saving  transport 
and  securing  a  steady  market  for  them.  After  a  look 
at  the  old  experimental  farm  at  Groote  Post,  managed 
in  an  easy  way  by  a  Board  of  Director.-,  he  took 
it  over  into  his  own  hands,  imported  a  number  of 
the  best  blood  horses  from  England  at  his  own 
expense,  and  improved  the  colonial  breed  so  much 
that  a  considerable  export  trade  to  India  and  the 
Mauritius  was  the    result.     He  was  willing  to  help 
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pliilanthropic    uork    also    when    it  did   not    st.mcl   in 
his   way.      He    foundcl   the    Leper  Asylum,  and    as 
a    respectable    Hritish   Governor,    well  aware    of  the 
existence  of  Wilberforce  and  the  people  at    Surrey 
Chapel    and    Tottenham    Court   Road,   not  to  speak 
of   Henry    Brou-ham    and     other    Whi-    friends    of 
humanity,  he   gave   a    discriminating    patronage   t,) 
missions,  gr  nted  7,000  more  acres  to  the  Moravian 
Brethren  at  Genadentlial   (who  never  me.ldle.l  with 
politics),  and  gave  them  another  site  at  JC non    tlieir 
first  station   in   the   frontier  district.     AFany   mission 
■stations  indeed,  botj.  within  the  i-oloiy  and  with<H,t 
were  foun.led   under  hi.s  ..'...i:r. ,.,  lor  tlic  evangelical 
and  missionary  spirit  wa.s  rising  ever  higher  in  Britain 
in  those  days,  and  would  not  be  denied. 

But  at  heart  Lord  Charles  had  no  great  opinion  of 
the  ut.hty  of  mission  stations,  within  the  Colony  at 
least,  and  set  more  value  on  the  economical  benefit 
to  be  got  b)-  dispersing  the  natives  in  the  service  of 
the  Boers,  than  by  bringing  them  under  the  influences 
of  Christianity..  He  even  refused  to  allow  the 
Wesleyan  missionarj-,  Barnabas  Shaw,  who  arrived  in 
Africa  in  ,816,  to  labour  amongst  the  coloured  people 
"1  the  Cape  district,  on  the  pretext  that  it  was  con- 
trary to  the  Dutch  laws  of  1804,  and  that  the  feeling 
of  Lhe  slaveholders  was  against  it.=     In  short.  Lord 

I.h'i^^"    ,"":'   '•'"'"■"■•''   "f  Missionary  Anderson,"   quoted   by 
^  nilip,  vol.  11,  p.  62.  ■^ 

'  See  Barnabas  Shaw,  Afe»iona/s  of  South  Africa,  p,  59. 
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Charles  was  a  man  of  practical  temper  in  the  matter 
(-f  progress  and  reforms,  in  many  ways  not  unequal 
to  the  5,'rcat  task  he  hatl  undertaken,  but  incapable 
of  ajipreciatiuL;  any  ideals  of  civilisation  other  than 
those  already  fixed  and  visible  to  his  eyes.  Between 
what  was  visionar)-  in  such  things  and  what  was  a 
necessarj-  element  in  the  progress  of  humanity  he 
could  not  well  distinguish. 

As  might  be  expected,  therefore,  his  relations  \\  ith 
the  Louflon  Missionary  Society,  which  was  the  special 
champion  of  the  Hottentot  race  within  the  Colony, 
were  ahva\s  sonuwhat  strained.  I'erhaps  he  resented 
the  influence  which  this  Societ)-,  and  in  particular  its 
energetic  chief,  Dr.  I'hilip,  were  able,  through  their 
relations  with  Kowell-lkixton,  Wilberforce,  and  other 
leaders  of  the  philanthropic  .societies,  to  exercise 
in  colonial  affairs.  On  Hethrlsdorj)  particularly  his 
hand  was  heavy  in  the  way  of  restrictions  and 
requisitions,  and  he  .seems  to  have  received  mostly 
in  contemptuous  silence  the  complaints  which  the 
missionaries  there  made  with  regard  to  his  land- 
drost's  exactions.' 

The  visit  which  he  made  in  1817  to  the  London 
Society's  mission  at  the  Kat  River,  under  Mr. 
Williams,  seems  a  fair  specimen  of  the  Colonial 
Government's   attitude   at   this   time   towards   those 

'  Sue  the  officiiil  currespondence  in  I'liilip,  vol.  ii.,  pp. 
405  435. 
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-yiu-   0.r  tl,o  natives.     Poor  VVilHa.s,  a„  honest 
^l|u.nue  sort  „f,„an,  Dr.  Tlu.al  says  (u-ho,nr<,note 
a  nttle  fearfully),  ha.l   no.   been  many  ,.„n,hs  at  the 
.s^at,on,  and   everything,  bein,  new  to  hi.n    in    that 
Kaffir  countrj-,  had,  without  knowing,  it.  given  shelter 
o   SIX   runaway  Hottentots   at   his   settlement.     His 
Lordship,  not  wishing,   to  overwhelm   the   poor  man, 
"lio  >ad  been  useful   in  the  ne,,..,iations  with  Gail<a 
save  hnn  a  .Gentlemanlike  rebuke  ;  but  ourol.l  friend' 
Colonel  C  uyler,  the  landdrost  of  Uitenhage,  tokl  him 
m    h^s    heetorin,,.    way    that    "he   had    a    damned 
deal  better  be  somewhere  else."     Tom  Sheridan,  the 
eldest  son  of  the  famous  orator,  happened  to  be  of 
the    Governor's    party-he    was    then   Colonial    Pay- 
master at  the  Cape-and  havin-.  a  soft   Irish  heart,  or 
mm   ful  perhaps  of  Charles  Fo..  and  his  father's  old 
battles,  for  all  that  was  weak  or  oppres.sed,  or  "agin 
the  Government,"  shook    hands  with   Williams  and 
u-.shed  him   every  .„ccess.     "  He  is  a  gentleman   I 
know  nothing  of,"  writes   Williams,  "  but  it  did   me 
good  to  think  they  were  not  all  against  me." 

There  were  some  e.xceptions,  but  I  think  the 
feeling  of  the  average  Uritish  officer  on  the  frontier 
towards  Kaffirs  and  Hottentots  was  much  the  same 
as  that  of  the  lioers,  and  is  fairly  enough  represented 
by  u-hat  they  said  to  Williams  when  he  was  pa.ssing 
the  frontier  posts  on  his  way  to  the  Kat  River,  "after 
they  had  sent  a  good  lot  of  them  to  hell,  it  would  be 


III 


'i 


f 


J  i  i 

1 

1  .'     J 

■) 

i       1 

! 

!    I 


3M  URIIAIN'S  TITI-K  IN  SOU  1  H  AKKICA  Ml 

time  to  go  a,ul  preach  s;.lv:ition  to  tlK-.n,  aiul  .K,t 
before"'  Wc  must  remember  that  Mr.  I'-mell- 
Buxton,  lecturing  at  I'xeter  Hall  on  the  analogy 
between  the  African  native  and  the  savajje  Hnton  m 
Cx-sai's  ti.ne,  and  the  British  subaltern  or  major  on  the 
Kaffir  frontier,  arc  two  very  different  aiul  extreme 
specimens  of  the  British  mind  in  such  matters. 

When  Williams  died  in  1818  Lord  Somerset 
pn.hibited  a  successor  proceeding  to  the  Kat  River 
station,  and  partly  in  this  way,  partly  by  direct 
measures,  secured  the  dispersion  of  th.e  Ghonaquas 
there  amongst  the  Boers  of  Graaff-Reinet  an.l 
Swellendam.  He  with<lrew  also  the  London 
Society's  mission  stations  at  Hephzibah  and  1  rover- 
berg  (modern  Colesberg)  as  giving  rise  to  disputes 
with  the  farmers  over  the   possession   of   Bushmen 

children.  ,,  •  •  . 

Lord  Charles  Somerset,  like  many  of  the  British 
Governors  and  Generals  commanding  in  the  colonics 
to-day  had  a  more  difficult  position  to  hold  than  the 
people   at   home   were   aware   of,  and   with  all   the 
support  that  high  coi.-iections  could  give  him,  he  had 
no  bed  of  roses  as  Governor  of  Cape  Colony.     With 
the  British  immigration  of  1820  a  large  number  of 
colonists,  accustomed  to  representative   government 
and  a  free  criticism  of  their  rulers,  had  been  settled  .n 
the  country.     When  the  bad  times  came,  many   of 
1  Philip,  vol.  ii.  p.  165. 
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those  wore  ijiclii.od  to  llinl  nuilt  with  the  Colniiial 
GovcnimoMt,  to  complain  of  its  arraiii,'oiiients,  to 
(lemaiiil  any  locations  whirii  their  fanc)- pitcheil  upon, 
as  if  land  wore  as  plentinil  in  Albany  and  as  ini- 
clainied  as  in  the  Groat  Karroo,  Their  instincts,  of 
course,  led  them  at  once  to  propose  pnblic  meetini^s 
at  {;rahamstown  v.ith  the  view  of  venlilatin;,'  their 
S,'ricvance.s.  The  time,  it  must  be  admitted,  was  not  an 
opportune  one  for  such  fine  constitntional  usages. 
In  1822  the  Colony,  with  some  ''>.ooo  British  settlers, 
totally  ignorant  of  the  countr) ,  some  40,000  Dutch, 
and  almost  twice  that  number  of  slaves  and 
Hottentots,  was  in  no  way  ripe  for  self-government. 
A  few  discontented  British  might  raise  all  that  was 
unruly  in  the  Dutch  po|)ulation.  There  was  only 
one  way  then,  and  by  his  rroclamation  of  May  24th, 
1822,  Lord  Charles  declared  that  "  public  meetings  for 
the  discussion  of  publi..  measures,  and  political 
subjects "  were  "  contrary  to  the  law  and  usage  of 
this  place,"  and  were  prohibited  accordingly.  The 
Briton's  birthright  was  taken  away. 

More  dangerous  still,  what  might  be  called  a 
Radical  Opposition  party  had  been  formed  at  Cape- 
town. Thither  Thomas  I'ringle,  formerly  of  the 
Scotch  location  at  the  Baviaans'  River,  had  gone,  and 
in  company  with  ■nothcr  ingenuous  Scotch  University 
youth,  Kairbairn  by  name,  had  started  a  magazine, 
their  heads  full  of  all  the  Liberal  and  humanitarian 
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ideas  of  that  time,  (lilTiisidii  of  ccmKiinical  and 
political  kiiowlcdijL-  ainoii^'st  the  people,  lectures  on 
chemistry  and  botany,  societies  for  discus-,iun  and 
debate,  with  stroiij;  philanthropic  views,  of  course,  on 
the  subject  of  the  native  races.  Worse  still,  the  two 
had,  as  editors,  jjot  command  of  the  only  newspaper 
(except  the  drowsy  official  Ciazette;  published  in  the 
Colony.  .Some  very  reput,il)le  society  also  gathered 
round  them,  anionc,'st  others  Dr.  Philip,  the  .Superin- 
tende'-.t  of  the  London  Missionary  .Society,  Gcorsjc 
Thompson,  W.  T.  Hlair,of  the  Kast  Indi.i  Company's 
Civil  Service,  and  )  'amin  Moodie.  ICven  some  of 
the  Cape  Dutch,  Sir  John  'I  ruter  and  advocate  Clocte, 
joined  their  Literary  Society,  bcinj,'  in  sympathy  witli 
their  constitutional  ideals,  and  the  (|uestion  of  eman- 
cipation beint;  still,  to  .ill  a|)pearance,  a  remote  one. 

The  first  number  of  the  mafjazine,  the  Soiil/i 
Afi-icivi  Journal,  published  in  March  1824,  com- 
menced auspiciously  with  an  essay  from  Mr.  Fairbairn 
on  the  influence  of  the  general  diffusion  of  knowledjje 
"  in  checking  the  abuses  of  despotic  power,"  and  with 
some  verses  of  I'rinfjle  upon  the  "  Su|)pression  of  a 
Constitutional  Government  in  Spain."  Kxcellent 
topics  in  a  colony  where  the  proclamation  against 
public  meetings  had  been  so  lately  promulgated  ! 
The  second  number  contained  an  article  on  the 
"  Prospects  of  the  English  Emigrants  in  South 
Africa,"    in    which,   amongst    the    causes    of    their 


'"stress,  were   „,.„„„„„,,   ..  ,„    ^^ 

the   v.e     ,,^        ,    i„,^,i,,„    ^^,^,^__^ 
rctj.ird  to  the  kaffirs." 

•n.ojo,,rMal  was  highly  appn,v..<l,.f|„;  M,,,e,,ry 

;7'^  ""^-  ^■•'''   ""-'-'-Uoo,  a  certain   feeli,,, 
;      '""I'l-cMcy  a,no,„st  so.ne  official  persons,  |,o,h 

-11-1  rathe,- sun,nta,ily  by  that  intelhsentantoca, 
l-<-'-rnor.  Hut  tlu- ,v:.,ler  is  pc-haps  in  a  position' 
'"cons,derroMn-n,..irhoufar,.cp,.cscnta,ive,ove„,. 
'.-t  a„,,  fa-e  Opposit.o,,  cnticis.  at  that  penoll 
were   cons,s,ent    with    the    existence    of    a     Hntish 

ather   , and    brother    on    the    ro.rei.e.Man,ls    o;i 

^|ccnhot.s;o.  with  thec.Hto.s  lofty  pbHanthropic 
t  icones   „,    favour  of  the  native  r.aces.     X„t  ,„„.  .,f 

tl-o  things  conld  have  existed  at  tl,at  period 

-'ha  free  poll  of  the  white  voters  in  Cape  Colo; 
-ept   ,n  so   n.r   as   the   .„   „.,,..  ,f  ,' ,   ,,J^ 

tmp.re  supported  them   against  the  wishes   of  the 
majority.  '"*- 

The       d   „f  ^he   quarrel    was  that  the  Governor 

stabhshed  a    censorship  of  the  tnaga.ine  and     he 

newspaper,    when    both    the    editors    and    Greig    the 
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publisher,   amioimccl    lliiit    tlK-y    wmiM   (liscniitimu' 
tlicir    publications    r.itlicr    than    c()m|ir(iMiisc     their 
"birthri^iht  as  llritish  subjects."     I.or.K'harles  made 
some  efforts   to  compromise   the   matter  quietly,  but 
I'rinb'lc-  stood  haui;htily  on  his  rights,  and  the  ciuarrel 
filially  became  one  ,i  roiitnvioAUc  (lovernor  exerting 
all  his  influence  to  discountenance  Trin^'les  schemes, 
especially    his    educational    academy,    and     IVin^le 
proclaiming  to  the   world   that  a  "  Keiun  of  Terror" 
existed  at   the  Cape.     .\t  last   l'rini;le  concluded   he 
had  better  leave  the  Colony,  and.  returninB  to  Kn^jland 
in    1826,  was  soon  after  made  secretary  of  the  Anti- 
Slavery  Society.     There  he  laboure.l  "  unwcariedly  " 
alont;  with  Zachary  Macaulay,  1-owell-lUixton   and 
others  of  that  set  at  the  ^'i-'-'l  i''^'''  "^  '-"I"--''  "yhts 
for  the  black  races,  contributing'  t.des  of  the  "  VVronjis 
of  Aniakosa,"  and  verses  on  expatriated  Kaffirs,  more 
than    ever    in    the    Campbell    style,    even     to    the 
Christmas    Annuals    of    that    day.'       He    died    in 

December  1834.  lii'\'"t>'  ''^■^^'  '°  ""'^  ^^^  ''"■''■'' 
fulfilled.  He  was  somewhat  of  a  flaring  lamp  and 
soon  burnt  out,  but  he  shone  in  a  great  darkness  and 
helps  wonderfully  to  light  it  up  for  us. 

It    is    evident,    however,    that    the    Colony    was 

approaching  a  condition  when  it  could  no  longer  be 

satisfactorily  ruled   by  a  Governor's    Proclamations. 

It  is  true  that   as  far   as   possible  the  lines  of  legisla- 

'  ScQ  Fricmhhifs  Offcritig  (which  he  edited)  for  1833. 
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tioti   were  laid  down  by  special  Acts  of  Parliament 
in   Great  Britain,  or  orders  in  council,  and  also  that 
the  (Jovernor's  Proclamations  had  cventuall)-  to  be 
approved  and   confirmed    by  the  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies.    Hut  the  fact  that  the  members  of  the  Court 
of  Justice,  even  the  Chief  Justice  himself,  were  de- 
pendent on  the  Governor's  favour  for  their  ap|K.int- 
ment  to  the  other  civil  situation  whivjh  they  might 
hold,  and  were   removable  at   his  pleasure,  and  also 
the  fact  that   the  Governor  himself  constituted   the 
first  Court  of  Appeal  both  in  civil  and  criminal  cases, 
put  excessive  power  Into  the  hands  of  one  man.     The 
powers  of  the  Fiscal,  too,  an  officer  who  was  of  course 
much    under   the   influence  of    the   Governor,   were 
unusually    extensive    and    rather    incompatible    with 
modern  views  of  good  government.     H.-  was  public 
prosecutor  and  head  of  the  police.     "  He  may  bring 
forward  charges  tyranically,"  writes  VVilberforce  Bird, 
a  very  rompcfnt  authority,  -or  withhold  them  cor- 
ruptly     ilr  .  .1     tea.se  one  part  of  the  society  by 
little  vexatious  police  regulations,  and  indulge  another 
part  in  less  venial  acts."     But  Bird  admits  that  there 
is  "  no  instance  on  record   in  which  any  erne  (of  the 
Kiscals)  has  been  convicted  of  undue  partiality,  or 
of  abu.se  of  power."  '     I  do  not  quite  like  the  formal 

'  S/„A'  of  Ike  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  1822,  ,.,  iS.  liird  was  ;i 
cautious,  moderate,  statistical  sort  of  writer,  and  had  been  for 
many  years  a  civil  servant  at  the  Cape. 
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style  of  that  testimony,  but  I  think  it  is  only  Bird's 
stiff,  official  manner. 

The  government  of  the  Colony  was  certainly  of  an 
autocratic  type,  but  it  was,  as  even  Dr.  Theal  admits, 
in  the  hands  of  honourable  men,  and  it  was  an 
autocracy  quite  free  from  corruption  and  tempered 
always  by  the  certainty  that  any  real  case  of  mal- 
administration or  injustice  would  be  investigated  by 
the  Home  Government  and  surely  punished. 

In  ordinary  circumstances  freedom  of  speech  is  the 
best  guarantee  we  can  have  of  good  government,  but 
it  does  not  follow  that  it  always  secures  honest  and 
pure  government.  It  may  be  quite  otherwise  in  some 
communities.  Under  Lord  Charles  the  citizens  of 
Capetown  had  to  suppress  their  disapproval  of  the 
Government's  measures  or  grumble  them  out  only  in 
the  privacy  of  the  domestic  circle,  but  the  Government 
itself  was  honest  and  pure.  I  am  always  surprised 
that  Dr.  Theal's  industry  finds  so  little  in  the  way  of 
public  scandal  against  British  governors  and  officials. 
What  would  he  not  have  given  for  even  a  small 
matter  like  our  rations  scandal,  or  the  mere  suspicion 
of  a  Yukon  deal?  It  would  be  meat  and  drink  to 
him.  Under  the  New  Americanism  also,  the  citizens 
of  New  York  may  come  out  into  the  streets  and 
shout  aloud,  if  they  like,  against  the  rule  of  Boss 
Croker,  but  they  are  in  the  grasp  of  the  machine  and 
of  a   master-hand,  before   whose  feats   Sir   George's 
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I'ttle  stretches  of  authority  and  timid  essayings  seem 
contem^fble.  almost  a  kind  of  .rtuous  res^ratT 
^ven  .e  great  dailies  that  once  harried  Tweed  have 
become  sdent.     All  the  same  the   American  peop  e 

usually  know  what  they  want  and  contrive  to  gett 
Th     management  of  our  modern  great  cities,  those 
vast  agglomerations  from  every  nationality,  has  be- 
come a  special   kind  of  problem  which  is   not  quite 
he  same  thing  as  the  administration  of  a  small  Iwn 
.n  Cape  Cod  or  the  farming  districts  of  Wisconsin 
Perhaps  they  even  act  in  some  measure  as  depurating 
smk^  to  help  the  latter.     There  may  be  a  gLd tal 
m  Mr.  Crokers   own    view  that  the  people  of  New 
Vork  accept  his  rule  as  the  only  alternative  to  that 
of   bectarian.s.    Prohibitionists   and    Faddists,   which 
would  be  too  much  for  ordinary  human  nature,      ^t 
least  that  is  how  I  read  one  of  his  harangues,  which 
claims  that  his  victory  at  the  polls  is  a  victory  for 
the  plain  people." 

The  Boers  of  the  frontier,  at  any  rate,  had  no  fault 
to  find  with  Lord  Charles  Somerset.  His  Border 
policy  was  designed  largely  with  a  view  to  meet  their 

ZTfT-  "^^"-'^■■-.''■•■^  true,  to  suppress 
he  Bezuidenhout  rebellion  (,8,5),  which  he  did  with 
firmhand.as  we  haveseen  ;  he  transferred,  too,  some 

of  the  most  turbulent  Bruintjes  Hoogte  men  who  had 

been  out  m  that  affair,  to  the  Nieuwveld  Mountains 

on  the  northern  frontier,  v 


I 


'  they  might  expand 


to 
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their  hearts'  content   with   nothing  but   feeble  and 
unorganised  bands  of  Bushmen  to  oppose  them.     He 
disbanded  the  hated  Hottentot  corps  on  the  grounds 
that  it  took  "  not  only  the  men  but  their  women  also 
from   the  service  of  the  farmers."     He   applied   the 
opgaaf,  or   tax,   to    Hottentots   residing    at    mission 
stations  in  so  severe  a  manner,  as  practically  to  force 
any  Hottentots  who  had  not  been  fortunate  or  pros- 
perous to  choose  between  the  prison  and  service  with 
the  Boers.     His  landdrosts  also  were  encouraged  in 
a  line  of  conduct  towards  the  mission  stations  which 
was  always  strict,  often  severe,  and  occasionally  quite 
arbitrary.     The   result   was  that   while  the  Radical 
party  and   the   emigrants  were   sending  complaints 
and  petitions  against  the  Governor,  the  Boers  of  the 
frontier  were  presenting  testimonials  and  addresses  in 
support  of  him.     So  much  progress,  at  any  rate,  had 
the  titular  author  of  the  execution  of  the  Slachter's 
Nek  rebels  made  in  their  favour. 

What  pleased  them  most,  no  doubt,  was  the  en- 
couragement he  gave  to  their  territorial  expansion, 
and  particularly  the  prospect  he  opened  up  for  them 
of  gaining  possession  of  the  long  coveted  lands  of 
the  Kaffir  in  the  Koonap  valley. 

Since  1 81 1,  when  Sir  John  Cradock  had  expelled 
the  Kaffirs  from  the  Zuurveld,  the  Fish  River  had 
been  the  real  as  well  as  nominal  boundary  between 
the  Colony  an.  I  the   Kaffirs.     In   1817  Lord  Charles 
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took-   the  frontier  business  in  hand,  and  proceeding 
w.  ha  strong  guard  to  the  Kat  Kiver  summoned  the 
ch.ef  Ga,ka    to    an    interview.     The    barbaric   chief 
seems  no  longer  to  have  been  what  he  was  when  Dr. 
Vanderkemp  first  saw  him  eighteen  years  before  at 
he  same  place,  a  proud  and  majestic  figure,  receiving 
the  white  man's  overtures  somewhat  condescendingly 
That  long  experience  of  the  growing  and  irresistfb  e 
power  of  the  race  that  was  pressing  on  his  frontier 
h      evidently  cowed  him,  and   he  came  to  meet  the 
nritish  Governor    n   fear  anri   tr,>™ki- 

lear  and  tremblmg,  on  y  partly 

eassured  by  the  presence  of  the  missionary  WiLms' 
Indeed  he  seems  hardly  to  have  known  what  to  make 
of  the  c,v,hsat,on   that  confronted  him.     On  the  one 
hand  there  u.re  its  missionaries,  the  Vanderkemps 
and  Reads,  who  came  to  him  with  messages  of  peace 
and  good-win  on    earth  amongst  men, 'and  o'  th 
other  hand   there  were  the  Boers,  who  called  them- 
selves  ansten  Mensche  and  shot  his  Kaffirs,  offensive 
and  moffensive,  plunderers  or  peace  envoys,  like  dogs  • 
and  there  were  the  British   authorities  who,   as  he' 
afterwards    said     "  oppres.sed    while    they  protected 
h.m.      So  ,W,en  h,s  Lordship  was  exacting  conditions 
and  laymg  down  the  strictest  law  of  reprisals,  to  all 
of  wh,ch  Gaika  could  do  nothing  but  agree,  as  far  as 
h.s  tnbe  was  concerned,  the  savage  chief  who  knew 
very  well,  below  all  questions  of  depredations   and 
reprisals,  who  were    the    real    aggressors,    who  first 
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massacred  the  Imidange  years  aj;o,  burst  out  abruptly 
into  some  questions  which  Williams  seems  to  think 
irrelevant.  "  What  is  the  missionary  come  into  this 
land  for  ?  "  His  Lordship  answered,  "  To  teach  you  the 
Word  of  Goo." — "Who  has  sent  him?"  asked  the  chief 
The  Governor  replied  that  Wil!„..ns  had  been  sent  by 
the  friends  of  Christianity  over  the  world,  through  the 
medium  of  the  English  Government  ;  and  that  there- 
fore he  (the  Governor)  was  bound  to  protect  him. 
Gaika,  not  having  got  to  his  point  yet,  then  asked  his 
Ext  '.lency,  "ho.,  he  should  understand  the  Word," 
a  question  which  quite  non-plu.s.sed  his  Excellency, 
who  abandoned  the  discussion  at  this  stage. 

Gaika  indeed  seems  to  have  done  his  best,  as  far  as 
his  power  went,  to  keep  faith  with  the  Government, 
but  his  authority  at  this  time  was  much  weakened 
amongst  his  countrymen,  the  recent  events  in  the 
Zuurveld  not  being  of  a  kind  to  set  his  prudent  policy 
of  peace  at  any  price  in  a  favourable  light  with  them. 
A  prophet,  too,  had  arisen  amongst  the  Amakosa,  a 
warrior-priest,  who  had  acquired  even  more  influence 
amongst  the  western  Kaffirs  than  their  hereditarj' 
chiefs,  and  now  threw  that  influence  wholly  into  the 
scale  against  Gaika  as  a  pusillanimous  ruler,  who  was 
afraid  to  maintain  the  rights  of  his  race. 

Makana,  according  to  general  testimony,  was  a  man 
of  high  intellect  anr  -ommanding  character.  He  had 
frequented  Dr.  Vanderkemp's  mission  at  Bethelsdorp, 
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and  had  received  fron,  him  and  from  the  Missionary 
V and  r  „  .,^^  of  Ch.istianity,  which  he  had 

ass,m.lated  w.th  .some  vague  Kaffir  notions  of  bis 
own  regardmg  the  government  of  the  universe.  In 
."s  ../.of  prophet  he  was  accustomed  to  address  his 

Iter     n  "■  '""""'>^^--  "-'  the  best  of  inter- 

mI         ";"  "'  '"'  ''''   "°   "^"^   ^'basheci   than 

Mohammed  when  they  failed.     He  had  a  profound 

sense  of  the  danger  to  his  race  from  the  encroaching 

n.hsat.on  of  the  white  man,  more  so  perhaps  tha 

he  BriT;^"''''=''°"'"^  '°  *^  humane  policy  of 
the  BntBh  Government.     Pringle,  who  came  out  to 

•story  well,  has  mterpreted  his  sentiments  for  us  in  a 
poem,  wh,ch  he  calls  Maia.a's  Gul/^eri,^ .- 

Wake  :  Amakosa,  wake  I 

And  arm  yourselies  for  war. 

Hark  :  'tis  Uhlanga's  voice 

From  Debe's  mountain  caves  ' 
He  call.s  on  you  m  make  your  choice- 

To  conquer  or  be  slaves  : 


Or  like  Umla 


Become  the  foen 


feeble  : 


To    Mak 


nan's  scorn. 


ana 


the   policy   of  Gaika   .seemed    both 
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cowardly  and  futile,'  and  he  exerted  all  his  influence 
to  unite  the  different   Kosa  clans  in  an  attempt  to 
break  the  power  of  the  wily  old  chief     For  a  time 
the   attempt  was  successful.     In  the  great  fight  of 
Amalinde,  in   1818,  Gaika's  warriors  were  completely 
routed    by    Makana's    strategy,    and    he    was   only 
saved   from   destruction  by  the  interference   of  the 
British  Governor,  who  sent  troops  to  his  aid.     The 
Kosa   patriots   under   Ndlambe   and    Makana   then 
invaded   the  district  of  Albany,  their  old   Zuurveld 
home,  and  made  an  assault  on  Grahamstovvn.     The 
assault  was  repelled   by  the  troops  stationed  there, 
and   a   large    force   of   burghers    and    soldiers    was 
soon   afterwards   assembled    for  a   punitive   expedi- 
tion   into    Kaflfirland.     The    invading    clans    were 
driven  to  the  Kei  with  great  loss  of  life  and  cattle. 
Makana   gave   himself    up    to    the   government    in 
order    to    prevent   his    people    being    hunted    into 
starvation,  and   was  drowned  some  time  afterwards 
in  an  attempt  to  escape  from  his  prison  at  Robben 
Island.     That  was  the  end  of  the  great  attempt  he 
had  organised   to  turn  the  tide  of  the  white  man's 
invasion  of  Kaffir  territory.     His  memory,  like  that 
of  British  Arthur  and  German  Barbarossa,  was  per- 
petuated amongst  his  people  by  a  tradition  that  he 

'  "Gaika  sliall  never  rule  over  the  followers  of  those  who 
think  him  a  woman,"  was  the  contemptuous  speech  of  one  of 
Makana's  lieutenants  to  the  British  commandant. 
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>ii.ijry,  and    It   was   not   till    iSt,    tu     i 

tory   at   once,  but    Lord   Charles  juiccl    it    v 

.ood  opportunity  for  pushin,  hL  i:  ^0. 
The  need  also  of  a  more  assured  frontier  than  that 
afforded  by  the  Jungles  of  the  Fish  River  e  J 
o  ha.e  been  felt  by  the  military  authorities,  i^e 
ch  efs    were    not    always   able,    even    if    they   were 

:  hi  L"r "  ^^"^'^■^■^ '''  ^'""'^-■"^  '■-'- 

*-"   ineir  lOiJowers    nor   ur^c   fu 

nrm      *  .u  ^"^  government  able  to 

Ihe   B„t.sh   Governor   therefore   hit   upon   the  ex 
ped.en   of  creating  a  neutral  belt  of  territory  beLTn 

ZultT '""  f:  ^^^^-  ""^  ^--^^^  ^- 

and  th    rr"      "'^  ''"'  ''^'"■'='="  '■''=  J^-h  River 
and  K  "'•  ■""'"''■"«  '"^^^  -^--^  °f  ^'-  Ka 

J  eye      Ga,ka  was    „,    no   position  to  refuse   and 

the  Brifsh  Governor's  intervention.     But  he  re 
uested  that  his  favourite  kraal  at  the  head  wate" 

--:r;Tt;"rr'^^-"^^'"^^^--' 

to  mm.     The  cession  seems  to   have 
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been  made  on  the  understanding  that  the  territory 
was  to  remain  unoccupied.  Military  outposts  and 
patrols  were  established  to  repress  alike  the  aggres- 
sions of  the  Boer  and  the  thieving  habits  of  the 
Kaffir.  The  extra  expenditure  for  the  defence  of 
the  frontier  often  icU  heavy  on  the  Hritish  Treasury, 
amounting  to  about  / 100,000,  and  latterly  .f  300,000 
a  year,  with  an  additional  half-million  thrown  in 
when  war  broke  out.  "  Every  acre  of  ground  in  Cape 
Colony,"  writes  Mr.  Boyce  {Xoh's  on  South  Africa), 
"  has  already  been  paid  for  by  the  British  Treasur>- 
at  a  rate  ten  times  its  actual  value." 

It  was  unfortunate  that  the  neutrality  of  the  ceded 
territory  was  hardly  long  enough  respected  by  the 
Colonial  Government  to  convince  the  Kaffirs  that  the 
arrangement  had  been  made  in  good  faith.  In  1820 
Lord  Charles  Somerset  was  absent  on  leave,  and  the 
acting-Governor,  Sir  Rufane  Donkin,  with  the  consent 
of  Gaika,  allowed  a  number  of  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  Royal  African  Corps,  as  well  as  some  Scotch 
settlers  under  Mr.  B.  Moodie,  to  occupy  the  southern 
part  of  it.  On  the  other  hand  Lord  Charles  Somerset 
soon  after  his  return  permitted  Gaika's  son,  Makoma, 
to  re-occupy  the  valley  of  the  Kat  River,  and  in  1825 
he  at  last  rewarded  the  fidelity  of  the  frontier  Boers 
by  extending  the  boundary  of  the  Colony  to  the 
Koonap  River,  and  throwing  open  that  part  of  the 
neutral  or  ceded  territory   for   them   alone,   on   the 
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SrouncI    that   they  .ere  best  accustomed  to  border 
"•arfare.     More  than  a  hundred  Boer  families  at  once 

unto   the    Koonap."     The    Radical   opposition  and 

the       nends  of  humanity."  however,  protested,  and 
Karl   Uatl,urst  was   obli,.ed    to   ,vrite    Lord    Charles 
Somerset,  disapproving  of  his  ,.ction  as  at  least  an 
undesirable  extension  of  slavery.     The  liocrs  there- 
fore who  had  not  actually  set  up  house  there,  were 
recalled  ;  the  rest  of  them,  about  fifty  families,  were 
allowed   to   remain,  on  condition  of  not  employing 
slave   labour.     But   the   important   <|uestion   on    the 
eastern  frontier   was    not   that   of  slave  labour    but 
of  ra.ds,   reprisals,   and    territorial    rights,   and  with 
the  Boers  at  the  Koonap,  and   Makoma  at  the  Kat 
some  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  intervening,  the  prospects' 
of  tranquillity  on  the  frontier  were  not  very  bright    ' 
Lord   Somerset's   proceedings   in    this   and  "other 
matters  had  aroused  a  strong  feeling  against  him  in 
certam   circles    at    home.      Henry    Brougham,   that 
friend  of  humanity,   especially   when   oppres.sed    by 
rones,   had   actually    undertaken    to   impeach    him 
and  Karl  Bathurst  in  ,826  was  obliged  to  recall  him 
"  to  g,ve  explanations."     A  change  of  ministry  took 
place  soon  after  the  arrival  of  Lord  Cnarles,  which 
mduced  him  to  send  in  his  resignation,  and  the  pro- 
posed impeachment,  by  general  consent,  fell  to  the 
Sround.    His  twelve  years'  rule  had  been  on  the  whole 
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a  strong,  consistent   and   intelliKent   administration. 
He  had  had  three  great  ends  in  view,  all  of  which 
he  pursued  with  vigour  and  success.     The  first  was 
the   establishment   of  the   British   supremacy   on   a 
solid  basis  of  laws,  institutions,  and  education  ;  the 
second  was  the  satisfaction  of  the  economical  needs 
of  the  Boers  on  the  northern  and  the  eastern  frontier 
as  regards  both  land  and  cheap  native  service  ;  and 
the    third    was   the   industrial   development   of    the 
Colony.     With  regard  to  that  other  great  question 
which  confronted  every  Governor  at   the  Cape,  the 
condition  of  the  slaves  and  native  races,  his  policy 
went  little  farther  than  securing  them  as  far  as  he 
could   from  personal  violence,  and  protecting  them 
in  the  enjoyment  of  rights,  which  are  those  of  serfs. 
He  could  not  get  over  the  (;ict  that  anything  more, 
anything  in   the  direction   of  improving  their  lej,' 
status,   seemed   at  that  time  incompatible  with   ,' 
economical  needs,  and  with  the  universal  sentiment 
of  a  community  which   depended   on   cheap   native 
labour.      In   this  respect  the   policy   of  the   British 
Governors  had  been  the  same  throughout  since  Lord 
Caledon's    Proclamation   of   1809.      Any   protective 
legislation    whic'     really   differed    from   that   in    its 
principle  or  aims   came   from   another   source   alto- 
gether, from  the  influence,  namely,  which  the  great 
philanthropic  and  missionary  societies  had  now  begun 
to  exercise  on  the  Government  at  home. 


rT 


■ri\ 


h 


XIII 

The  f'hilimihropic  Societies  in  Great  Hritain^The  Heroic  Age 
of  EvanKclical  Work  anil  Literature-  Protective  Legisla- 
tion for  the  Slaves  The  Dutch  Kvangelical  Circle  at  the 
Cape- Dr.  John  I'hilip  and  his  Kcmm/ws  in  Soiil/i  Africn 
—The  Emancipation  of  the  Hottentot  Kacc  -An  Old-time 
Speech  at  Surrey  Chapel. 

TllK  great  missionary  and  philanthropic  .societies 
in  England  'constituted  the  real  moving  force  behind 
all  the  ameliorative  legislation  on  behalf  of  the  slaves 
and  native  races  in  South  Africa.  With  the  com- 
mencement of  the  nineteenth  century  there  was  an 
extraordinary  growth  of  missionary  enterprise  and 
humanitarian  enthusiasm  in  Great  Britain.  Hefore 
that,  most  of  the  great  work  in  this  field  had  been 
done  by  Catholicism,  by  Jesuit  Fathers  and  the  Con- 
gregation De  Propaganda  Fide  in  the  Indies,  in  Brazil 
and  Canada.  But  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  century 
England  became  alive  with  societies,  various  in  their 
denomination  and  field  of  work,  but  all  of  a  philan- 
thropic and  evangelical  character,  and  mo.st  of  them 
specially  bent  on  the  extension  of  Christianity  to  the 
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heathen  and  of  the  benefits  which  should  accompany 
it.     The   I'rotestant    Missionary  stations   seemed   to 
cover  the  earth   with    a    rush.     The  (jreat   I'arisian 
paijcr  of  those  days,  the  Di'hits,  was  moved  to  take 
si)ccial  notice  of  this  new  I'rotestant  activity,  and  was 
inclined  to  lofik  somewhat  suspiciously    n  it,  divininf; 
it  to  be  a  subtle  political  movement  of  the  pcrfide 
Alhh"    I'rotestant  Germain,    Denmark,  and  especially 
Holland,  had  their  share  in  the  work,  but  they  were 
neither  wealth)-  cnout;h,  nor    sufficiently  united    to 
produce  *hat  almost   national  current  of  enthusiasm 
which  flowed  over  the   Uritish  Isles  from  London  to 
.\!  -.dccn  and   Ulster.     Nor  were  they  perhaps,  as 
l^stor  Stracke,  corresponding  member  in  Ea.st  Fries- 
land,  frankly  confesses  to  the  Directors  of  the  London 
Missionary  Society,  quite  so  e.\alted  in  their  devotion 
to  the  cause.' 

The  backbone  of  the  movement  lay  in  the  Non- 
conformist clorgy  and  the  evangelical  section  of  the 
Church  of  England,  but  i'   was   strongly  supported 

'  "  They  {'  the  Clerman  brethren ')  confess  before  the  Lortl, 
with  unfeigned  tears,  that  they  arj  not  so  dcvoteil  to  Him  with 

their  whole  heart  as  they  perceiie  you,  dear  brethren,  arc 

And,  finally,  to  many  persons  m  (iermany,  new  (missionary.! 
institutions  seemed  to  be  superfluous,  or  at  least  that  they  wen- 
precluded  by  the  incomparable  institution  of  the  Moravian 
Brethren,  and  that  at  Halle,  which  may  and  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered as  the  parent  of  all  similar  societies  which  have  arisen 
in  the  course  of  the  past  century."— I'astor  Stracke  in  the 
Missionary  Mugtizim;  1801,  p.  211. 
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by  many  eminent  men  and   politicians  of  that  time 
I'k':    Sir    James    Mackintosh,     VVilberforce,     Henry 
Hrougham,    Fowcll-Huxton.    Hon.     Charles     (Jrant, 
Sprint;  Kice,  and  others.     Not  a  little,  indeed,  of  the' 
moral  .ind  intellectual  enerv/ of  the   British   (Jcople 
was  taking  this   road  in   these  days.     That   line,  or 
I'usey  and   Newmaii's,  with  a  corresponding;  interest 
m  Apostolical  Succession  and   Orders,  seems  to  have 
been  the  alternative  for  the  actively  religious.     I  do 
»ot  know  that  in  every  case  the  philanthropic  zeal 
displayed  was  quite  disinterested.  The  movement  was 
a  («.werful  one  which  drew  men   of  all   kinds  into  it, 
ambitious  orators  anil   politicians  as  well  as  devout 
evant;elicals.   Hut  to  many  of  them,  men  like  William 
Wilberforce  and   Zachar>-  Macaula>-,  the  work  of  the 
Afnmn  Institution,  ox  the  Britisli  and  Forcii^n  Bible 
Society,  or    the    London  Missionary  Society,  or    the 
Baptist  Missionary  Society,  or  the  C/wrc/i  Missionary 
Society,   or   the    Wesleyan,  Glasgozv,  Edinburgh  and 
Ulster   Societies,  was  as   the   breath  of  life  and    the 
best  part  of  their  religion. 

The  ordinary  anniversary  meetings  of  the  larger 
societies  were  more  like  a  great  political  gathering^of 
our  time  than  anything  else,  in  their  numbers  and 
enthusiasm.  The  reader  may  imagine  the  scene  at 
Freemason's,  or  Exeter  Hall,  or  Surrey  Chapel,  or 
Tottenham  Court  Road  on  the.se  occasions.  Anything 
from  two  to  four  thousand  people  present,  mostly  of 
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strict  evangelical   type ;   on   the    platform    eminent 
divines  without  number,  the  Rev.  Rowland  Hill  of  the 
Church  of  England,  the  Rev.  Jabez  Bunting  of  the 
Wesleyans,  the  Rev.  John  Eyre  of  Hackney,  the  Rev. 
Ralph  Wardlaw  of  Glasgow,  and  the  Rev.  Ebenezer 
Brown  of   Inverkeithing,  with    others  not  less  well 
known  in  their  day  ;  for  laymen  VVilberforce,  Fowell- 
Buxton,  Zachary  Macaulay,    Mr.   Nisbet,  the    cele- 
brated bookseller  of  Berners  Street,  Mr.    Whitmore 
of  the  Bank  of  England  ;  also   Parliamentary  hands 
like  Sir  Thomas  Dyke  Acland,  Spring  Rice  and  the 
Hon.  Charles  Grant  (afterwards  as  Lord  Glenelg  and 
Colonial  Secretary  wielding  a  decisive  influence  at  a 
critical  juncture  in   South   African  affairs) ;  not  un- 
frequently  also  Henry  Brougham  with  his  impetuous 
oratory,  poor  enough  to  read   now,  but  of  singular 
effect  at    the   time ;  and    Lord    Calthorpe  or  Lord 
Gambler  in  the  chair.     The  composition  cf  the  meet- 
ing varied  a  little  according  as  it  was  the  African 
Institution   or   the   London   Missionary   Society,   but 
nearly  all  I  have  mentioned  were  likely  to  be  present 
at  both.     They  were  not  only  a  formidable  body  of 
men  in  themselves,  but  they  had  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  evangelical  and  nonconformist  middle-clas.ses  at 
their  back,  with  votes  not  as  yet  swamped  by  Mr. 
Gladstone's  franchise. 

Amongst  these  institutions  the  Lond<in  Missionary 
Society,  as  one  of  the  largest  and  least  denominational 
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in  its  character,.  playeJ  an  ia,portant  part  in  col- 
lectmg  and  distributing  information,  particularly 
regarding  South  Africa,  and  in  furnishing  a  strong 
centre   for  the  expression  of  opinion   in  evangelical 

The  powerful  evangelical  literature  of  that  time 
also,w,thCowper  at  its  head,  helped  not  a  little  to 
fan    the    flame    of   missionary    zeal.     Wilberforce's 

and  Clarkson  s  pamphlets  .sold  by  the  thousand.,,  as  a 
popular  novel  does  now.  Much  of  the  religious  and 
agood  deal  even  . :' the  popular  poetry  o^  the  Ty 
from  Hannah  More  and  Mon^..omery  to  the  verses' 
of  Serena,  Leonora,  and  Alz.ra  in  the  evangelical 
magazmes.  turned  its  harp  for  the  cause  of  mLions 
and  of  the  oppressed   negro,  though   I  think   Heber 

jj;  Moun^a^ns,^  the  Dissenting  Muse,  somehow,  rarely 
bemg  of  first-rate  quality.  ^ 

After  the  suppression  of  the  Ocean  Slave-Trade  in 
.807  the  attention  of  the  Societies,  as  far  as  political 
work  was  concerned,  was  chiefly  directed  to  the 
■mprov^ement  of  the  condition  of  the  slave  population 
■n  the  Br.t.sh  Colonies.    Their  influence  is  marked  by 

had  clergyTen'of  a  ,  delZ  "/'""''  ''™'"'^'"  -'""^'^  -" 
sy-nen  ot  all  denominations  amongst  its  member.; 

Contributed  to  the  £.««^.fe,/ ^/„,J,^  i„X^'''"- 
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a  succession  of  protective  enactments  in  South  Africa 
which  regulated  ever  more  strictly  the  master's  con- 
trol of  his  slaves.     In  1816  a  register  of  slaves  and 
of  slave  births  was  opened  in  each  district  for  the 
inspection  of  the  landdrost.     No  more  Dirks  to  be 
carried  out  in  the  night-time  and  no  questions  asked  ; 
no  more  black  things  to  be  baked  in  ovens  by  angry 
Boer  matrons  !     The  grandfather  of  Olive  Schreiner's 
tale  must  have  been  very  indignant.     But  that  was 
only  the  beginning.     In  1823  a  nrvv  series  of  enact- 
ments appeared  ;  no  slave  to  do   labour   except   of 
necessity  on  the  Sabbath  day  ;  slave  husband   and 
wife  not  to  be  sold  apart,  nor  children  under  ten  to  be 
separated  from  them  ;  slaves  might  acquire  property 
of  their   own    by   any   honest   means ;  they   should 
not  labour  in  the  field  more  than  ten  hours  a  day  in 
winter  and  twelve  in  summer,  except  in  ploughing  or 
harvesting,  when  they  should  receive  payment  for  the 
extra  hours  ;  in  towns   and  villages   slave   children 
should  be  sent  to  school  at  least  three  days  in  each 
week  ;  not  more  than   twenty-five   cuts  with  a  rod 
should  be  inflicted  on  a  slave,  and  punishment  should 
not  be  repeated  within  twenty-four  hours.     In  1826 
assistant  "  protectors "  of  slaves  were  appointed  in 
the   country   districts   to  see    that    the    regulations 
were  properly  carried  out.     It  was  all  very  proper, 
of    course,  and    as   much    needed    in    the   interests 
of  the  masters  themselves  as  of  the  slaves  ;   some 


XIII 


HRITAIN'S  TITLE  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA 


received  at  first  with  much  shaking  „f  heads  and 
-ttenngs  about  the  encouragement  ^n^T^ 
class  already  hard  enough  to  keep  in  order    LL, 

=ie:t:r;eir:;r^°"-T 

irritated,  as  Dr    Theal  savT..  ""''''''  ''" 

.  ,  ^^y^  they  were,  at  having  to 

grace  and  got  gratitude  for. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten,  however,  that  there  was 
also  a  Dutch  evangelical  circle  at  the  Cape  and 
a  certain  number  of  the  Boers  who  wereTn   "     T 

w|th   the   aims  of  the  missionaries,  IVge';;!' 
I  the  assistance  they  could.     Dr.  VanderJmp    " 

I'     T"''  ^'   ^■^P'^'-"    had    found   a   small    bad 

Heysse:'::/^°^'^'"    '  ='"'"'^°^'^'    ^-^--nde.' 
Heysses,  and,  most  prominent  amongst  them    oio,,. 

women  like  Mrs.  Smit,  and  widow  M^oller.  who' 
t  er     o    e3  ,      ,         ^^^^^^^^    ^^^  ^^^^^^        ent 

selves  into  a   South   African  Society,  to  which  th. 

e^  the   London  missionaries  in  their  labours.     In 
•801    they   numbered    over  two   hundred,  and  were 
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giving  instruction  in   an   unofficial   sort   of  way   to 
nineteen  hundred  heathen  in  Capetown,  Stellenbosch, 
Paarl,  and  the  neighbouring  districts.     But  they  were 
a  small  and  uninflucntial  party  even  amongst  their 
own  countrymen.      Dr.  Theal  hardly  notices  them, 
and  they  were  never  able  to  stir  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  into  any  official  action.     The  Rev.  Mr.  Vos, 
of  Roodezand,  was   the   only  active  labourer,    says 
Read,  in  the  mission  field.'     In   1817,  when  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Thom,  who  was  th  n  a  missionary  of  the  London 
Society,  applied  for  leave  to  build  a  mission  chapel 
for  slaves  at  Capetown,  the  Governor  (Lord  Charles 
Somerset)    referred    his   application    to    the    Dutch 
Reformed   Church.     That  body  accordingly  met  to 
consider  the  subject,  but  broke  up  without  coming 
to  an  agreement.-    In  the  same  magazine  Mr.  Bakker, 
the   London    Society's   missionary    at    Stellenbosch, 
complains   that   he   is   not   allowed   to   baptize    the 
coloured   converts,  or   administer  the  Sacrament  to 
them.     But  in  spite  of  official  lethargy  on  the  part 
of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  owing  to  the  pre- 
judices of  the  majority  of  its  adherents,  there  was 
always  a  number  of  Good  Samaritans  amongst  the 
Dutch,   although   their   associations    for    missionary 


'  The  best  account  of  the  Dutch  Evangelical  circles  and  their 
work  is  in  the  Missionary  Magazine  for  1801,  pp.  84,  165,  2r3, 
2;8,  298. 

2  Missionary  Register,  1818,  p.  274. 
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work  had  generally  to  fall  back  on   the  ever-ready 
London  Society  for  support ' 

steldih""!."'  ')"  '"'^   °'  philanthropy  was   rising 

stcad.ly  and  <ts  force  at  this  time  was  materially  in 

creased  by  a  man  whose  name  is  now  scarcely  known 

-ept  to  students  of  South  African  history.  Dr.  John 

Abtd   °""  'r'-^"^'-  ■^'■^'^  Independent  Church  at 
Aberdeen,  had  come   out   to   the   Cape   in   ,8,y  as 
supenntendent  of  the  London   Missionary  Society's 
work   ,n   that   quarter.     He   was   a   Scotchman,   the 
■son  of  a  K.rkcaldy  weaver,  but  had  been  well  edu- 
ca  edat  the  Ho.xton  Academy  in  Shoreditch,  then  a 
celebrated   seminary   for   Nonconformist   clergymen 
He  was  a  man  of  indefatigable  energy,  eloquent  in 
speech,  and   with   an   unquenchable  enthusiasm  and 
bei>ef  m   h,s    mission    which    feared    nothing     The 
.dea  which  inspired  Philip's  work  was  the  establish- 
ment of  legal  equality  as  far  as  possible  between  the 
wh.te  and  the  coloured  races.     He  held  that  it  was 
■mpossible   to   educate   or  civilise   the  native   races 
effectually,  as  long  as  they  were   kept  under   legal 
disabilities  which  degraded  them  and   left  them  to 
a  great   extent  at   the   mercy  of  Boer   magistrates 
On    this    point   his   views   were   those    of  the   mis 
sionaries    generally,    but    his    superior    ability    and 
energy   m    advocating   them  gave  the  work  of  the 
London  Missionary  Society  special  political  import- 
See  Missionary  Re^sler,  1833,  p.  15. 
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ance.     There  were  of  course  differences  of  opinion 
amongst  them,  and  there  was  in  particular  a  differ- 
ence between  their  attitude  and  that  of  the  pastors 
of  the   State   Church,   even   where   the   latter   were 
British,   generally    Scotch,   by    birth.      Dr.    George 
Thorn,   for  example,  whose  sphere  of  work   lay   in 
the  civilised  region  of  Caledon  and  Capetown,  under 
the  very  eye  of  the  Governor,  admitted  that  some 
of  the  Dutch  farmers  might  occasionally  be  cruel  to 
their  slaves  and   Hottentots,  while  missionaries  like 
Stephen  Kay  and  James  Read,  whose  experience  had 
been  in  the  Eastern  provinces  amongst  the  frontier 
Boers,  spoke  more  decisively  on  the  subject.    In  1822 
Dr  Thom  wrote  to   the   editors   of  the   Missionary 
Register}  as  if  he  saw  nothing  in  the  status  of  the 
Hottentots    which   required    improvement.      "  Thi;y 
are  not  held  in  subjection,"  he  writes.     "They  are 
a  free  people  ;    but    must   be  in  some  employment, 
or  possess  land,  or  hire  themselves  to  others."     The 
Doctor  does  not   add   the   fourth  alternative,  to  be 
locked  up  in  the  jail  and  treated  as  vagabonds,  which 
after  all  sounds  like  a  considerable  limitation  on  a 
"  free  people."     When  the  Doctor  says,  further,  that 
"  they  cannot  be  punished,  as  a  .slave  ;  nor  ill-u.scd, 
such  as  by  beating,"  &c.,  he   may   be   representing 
their  condition  quite  fairly  as  he  .sees  it  at  Caledon, 
fifty  miles  from  Capetown  ;  but  he  evidently  kno«s 
'  See  January  number. 
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ijocs   on    in    distant    Citcnhage   and 


Graaff-1 

"' ""'"    "^■.  000  miles  awav 

;:^,zr '-'"-  ^°"'^""'-"-  - — -^ 

I'rlr-^  ^'-  ^''''  ''''  ^^^  C^'^-  °^  South  Africa, 
r  n.I  s  h„„.  ,ho   first  brought   the  condition 

a        d       "kV'^  ^'■'""^-'■^hed  from  that  of  the 
U      clearly   before  his  countrymen  at  home.      In 

8.6  he  visited  Great  Britain,  and  showed  his  usual 

dpi  TT'"'  '■"''"'-■""■^'  ""■'■''  -^  heads  of 
d^pa  tments,  and  in  making  speeches  at  the  meetings 
or  the  various  philanthropic  societies  throughout  the 

While  in  England  Dr.  Philip  also  published  a  work. 

""T:  '"  ''"'"'''  ''^'""'  '^"""^^  '-^  ">c  most  com- 
plete statement  of  the  missionary's  case  in  that  region 
ever  made   public.     Dr.  Philip's   book   goes   over" 

'nT  dett  t  '"""'  ""'  '■"^'"''^■^  "'"''  historical 
and   debateable   matter,  as  ^vell  as  the  facts    which 

ofTh?i  :,  ■'  T  "'"""'^^  '''  ""^  -perintendent 
of  he  London  Missionary  Society  in  South  Africa, 
the  historical  controversial  part  of  his  book  he 
presents  his  ca.se,  just  as  Dr.  Theal  does  his,  without 
any  real  attempt  to  appreciate  the  needs,  or  diffi- 
culties, or  justifications  of  the  other  side.  But  then 
-e  must  remember  he  is  not  properly  a  historian  or 
economist,   calmly  weighing  both  sides,  but  a  mis- 
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sionary,  advocating  the  cause  of  the  black  race.     The 
Researches  in  South  Africa,  however,  is  of  consider- 
able value,  as  embodying  the  extensive  experience 
of  the  author  regarding  missionary  methods,  special 
accounts   of  particular  missions,  casual   glances  and 
observations  at  native  manners  and  customs,  inter- 
views with  well-known  persons  of  that  time,  doings 
and  sayings  of  Hottentot  Captain  Hoezak  or  Bush- 
man chief  Uithalder,  and  a  mass  of  similar  informa- 
tion, all  chosen  no  doubt  to  represent  and  illustrate 
the  plaintiff's  case  mainly,  but  none  the  less  valuable 
to   the   true  historian,  and  quite  reliable  where  the 
writer  gives  his  own  experience.     Dr.  Philip,  too,  has 
the  good  habit  of  quoting  directly  the  original  records, 
the  journals   and   letters   of  other   missionaries,   on 
which  his  views  are  based.     Hut  his  book  is  of  par- 
ticular value,  as  showing  the  actual  working,  in  the 
ea.stcrn  districts  at  least,  of  the  legislation  of  1809  and 
181 2   regarding    Hottentots.      The  Appendix   alone, 
with  the  official  correspondence  of  Bethelsdorp  and 
Thcopolis,  will  show  the  reader,  by  means  of  authen- 
tic documents,  a  side  of  this  subject  which  Dr.  Theal 
passes  over  in  silence.' 

In  a  book,  howevi .,  which  is  practically  filled  with 
cases   of    injustice   to   the    Hottentots   drawn   from 

'  Dr.  Theal  says  of  Dr.  Philip's  book,  "  For  historical  pur- 
poses its  only  value  is  the  exposition  of  the  views  of  its  author 
with  regard  to  the  colonists  and  coloured  races. ' 
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various  sources,  sometimes  from  his  own  observation, 
sometimes  from  documentary  evidence  or  the  rer>^-»s 
of  friends,  it  is  not  easy  to  escape  a  single  dou'.  ..ul 
or     mista]<en     case.       Amongst     the     many     cases 
Dr.  Philip  gives  there  was  at  least  one  implicating 
Mr.  Mackay,  the  landdrost  of  Somerset,  in  which  he 
seems  to  have  been   mistaken.     It   looks  a   curious 
affair   as  it   stands   in    Theal's   page    (chap,   xxxv., 
p.  348)  without  any  hint  of   the  details,  a   curiou.s 
affair  for  a  devout  and  sincere  man  to  figure  in.     But 
we  must  bear  in  mind   that  this  case  was  no  simple 
tale  of  inhumanity  in  the  u.sc  of  the  .sjambok,  but  a 
rather  complicated  question  of  the  law  of  contract,' 
and  that  it  was  explicitly  stated   in   Philip's  book  as 
given   not   on   his   own   authority,   but   that    of   an 
"  intelligent  and  respectable  friend."     The  friend  was 
Thomas  Pringle  (who  accepted  full  responsibility  for 
the  statements),  and  no  .sane  man   will  ever  believe 
that  the  author  of  A/hcan   Sketc/ies  was  guilty  of 
deliberate   slander.     Mr.  Mackay,  who   had    been   a 
favourite  with  Lord  Charles  Somerset,  sued  Dr.  Philip 
for  libel  and  was  granted  damages  to  the  extent  of 
£2CX3,  the  judges,  English,  and  of  the  new  indepen- 
dent class,  declaring  the  account  to  be  a  "  false  and 
malicious  libel."     But  at  that  time  the  feeling  both  of 
official  circles  in  Capetown  and  of  the  farms  was  very 
strong  against  Philip,  Pringle  and  the  Radical  party 
'  See  the  case  in  Philip,  vol.  i.  p.  [85. 


i 


,  !'•; 


250  URITAIN'S  TITI.K  IN  SDUTH  AKKU.A         Xlir 

as  tlK'y  called  it,  gcncralK— the  emancipation  of  the 
Hottentots  from  the  pass  and  apprenticeship  laws  had 
just  been  effected.  The  Directors  of  the  London 
Missionary  Society  after  consideiinj;  the  case  held 
that  Ur.  Philip  "  had  f)een  tried  in  the  midst  of  local 
prejudice  and  without  benefit  of  jury,"  and  declared 
their  "  undisturbed  and  perfect  confidence"  in  him. 

But  I  must  get  back  to  my  account  of  the  work 
the  missionary  societies  were  doing  at  home.  In 
182O,  the  year  Dr.  Philip  went  to  England,  the 
evangelical  magazines  report  a  decided  increase  of 
public  interest  in  missionary  work,  and  from  that 
time  onwards  to  1833,  the  date  of  the  emancipation 
of  the  slaves,  the  tide  was  rising  to  its  flood.  In 
some  denominations  almost  every  congregation  of 
importance  in  the  country  had  its  auxiliary  branch 
working  in  connection  with  the  headquarters  in 
London,  or  Glasgow,  or  Edinburgh,  and  since  1823 
the  famous  Anti-Slavery  Society  had  been  added  lo 
the  list  of  Metropolitan  institutions.  Dr.  Philip's 
book  also,  his  speeches  at  missionary  meetings  an<l 
his  personal  contact  with  Fowell-Buxton  and  other 
leaders  of  evangelical  circles,  had  evidently  a  consider- 
able influence  on  the  course  of  events.  In  July  l82iS, 
some  months  after  the  publication  of  the  Researc/us, 
Fowell-Bu.vton,  supported  by  Brougham,  Mackintosh, 
and  others,  gave  notice  in  the  House  of  Commons  of 
a  motion  to  extend  full  legal  rights  to  the  Hottentot 
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race-  at  the  Cap.  by  abdishinfj  the  pass  an,!  apprcn- 
■ceship  laws      Hut   before  the  day  of  debate  came, 
he  Colonial  Secretary,  who  did  not  have,  .n  this  case, 
the   great    West    Indian    and   shipping   interests   to 
contend  with,  gave   way  without   a   discussion,  and 
promised  that  an  Order  in  Council  should  be  issued 
■n  accordance  witl,   ,he  demands  of   the  reformers 
By  a  curious  coincidence,  almost  at  the  same  time  as 
Fowell-Buxton  was  bringing  his  motion  before  the 
House,  the  Colonial   Government  (Acting-Governor 
Geneva      UourUo)     is.ied     the     Fiftieth    Ordinance 
('7th   July,    ,838),  which   gave   the  Hottentots   the 
same  legal  rights  as  the  colonists,     (ieneral  Bourke 
was  a  very  humane  man,  and  we  need  not  therefore 
suspect  him  of  stealing  the  clothes  of  the  reformers 
but    evidently   the    two    years'   work    of   Philip    in 
l--ngland  had  made  the  measure  a  necessity 

There  was  much  jubilation  amongst  the  "saints 
and  philanthropists,  "as  they  were  called,  over  this 
vjctory.  At  the  next  anniversary  of  the  London 
M  ssionary  Society  the  eloquent  Fowell-Huxton,  after 
referring  in  complimentary  terms  to  "the  able  and 
■ntercsting  work  of  my  reverend  friend,  Dr  Phiho" 
congratulated  his  hearers  on  the  progress  the  caus'e 
was  making  in  South  Africa  : 

N-o  lonijer  than  a  year  ago,  the  natives  of  British  Afric-.  a-.™ 
re.  ures   ,nthout    rights,   without    freedom,    >vi  ho^     h„pe 
creatures  who  crouched  before  their  lords,  ^ho  pr^ided  ov^ 
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ihcir  libcrlies  ;iml  llifir  lives.  Ncnv,  how  dilTtrcni  is  the  pic- 
ture I  ....  By  u  tjlorinus  ;i(l  of  Justin-  h.is  he  (the  Hottentot) 
been  admitted  into  has  he  heen,  I  should  rather  say,  rein- 
slated  in  — the  ^reat  Kaniily  of  Man. 

The  orator  then  proceeded  to  remind  his  audience, 
wisely  enough,  of  the  work  that  lay  before  them  to 
save  this  inass  of  undisciplined  humanity  suddenly 
set  free,  from  lapsini;  into  vice  and  indolence,  and 
closed  his  address  with  th>r  famous  parallel  between 
the  African  natives  and  the  Hritons  of  Cxsar's  tiine, 
much  in  favour  with  the  "  friends  of  humanity  "  of 
that  time. 

I  know  not  what  will  he  the  result  of  this  measure  ;  but  I 
will  say,  that  if  you  have  done  something  -more,  much  more, 
remains  to  he  done.  On  you  depends  the  solution  of  a  problem 
of  vast,  of  intalculalile  iniporlanre  to  humanity.  It  is  this- 
"  \Vh;it  will  be  thi-  eflfei  t  of  liberty  suddenly  (;ranted  to  .m 
ensl.ivcd  people  ?'  There  will,  be  assured,  be  many  to  rejoic  e, 
if  you  fail-  many  to  e.vult,  if  they  are  enabled  to  say,  "  You  see 
what  you  have  done  1  You  see  now,  that  llie  Hottentots  refuse 
to  labour!"  And  how  pleased  will  such  men  be,  if  they  can 
exclaim, "  Your  boon  of  liberty  was  bad  I''  Persevere  then,  1 
beseech  you  ;  not  only  for  the  sake  of  the  natives  of  .South 
Africa,  but  for  the  sake  of  the  millions  who  have  been  and  are 
trodden  down  under  the  iron  heel  of  Oppression.  .Show  your 
adversaries,  prove  to  this  country,  what  the  Itible  has  done  and 
can  do.  ...  I  h.ivc  said  that  we  cannot  now  even  conjecture 
what  will  be  the  effects  of  the  regeneration  of  South  Africa.  It 
may  seem  visionary,  it  may  appear  idle,  to  indulge  in  such  views 
as  those  in  which  1  am  not  ashamed  to  indulge  ;  but  I  confess  1 
do  hope,  and  it  is  probable— at  least  it  is  in  no  way  impossible 
—that  a  day  will  come  when  the  now  ignorant  natives  of  South 
Africa  shall  be  our  rivals-  the  rivals  even  of  Creat  Britain     in 
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,;;'""""■  '"  •"'"-l^'KC.  .  .      Th..  .1 ,„s,or,a„  ,dl,  us, 

,lu„r,n„  ,h.ef,  v,  .uecl   a   m„,,II   an.l  „l,„  ur.-    island    „f    ,he 

m  V,    i,  '      "'■"': '  ""''  ""-•  ""■"  '''"^^f  '-'■'-  "f  Rome. 

'"",„„«  ,„  a  (r,..,ul,  ,a,<l,  "There  \s  a  slaM..,l,i|,  arnve.l  in  ,1. 

r.ber,  laden   »„l,  sla,c.  fron,  .his  isla.ui :  ■  bu.  he  add/"",     , 
take  one  ..f  ,hen,  ;  .h.y  are  n.n  «,  f..r  use. '     Th    '  ■    ;  ,    ,„ 
«..s  nrm„n  ;  and  .he  slaves  of  Hr.uin  were  ,hen  conl   '  "! 
by  the  Roman  orator,  as  unworthy  to  l,c  even  the  ,1,,,,     ..(   [ 
R"".an,,oMe:.....M,y„,,,,  , ,,,,,, ,^,,^^,'' 
^ons  of  these  wretrhetl  an<!  de^ra.led  Africans  will  r.n  .„|,  , ,  , 
the  race  of  rel,,,„„  an.l  ,„„rali,y,  and  even  outstrip  .  ,u     ,  n 
K'lonous  career  ?     Mut  it  ,s  of  little  matter  to  inquire  w.,e,i    r    r 

CO  n":  h''"  ""'  "■'"  ?"'"PP--  "-""">.'i^  certa,n      „ 
countryhas  now  opened  to  Africa  a  way  by  which    thousand, 
ma,  be  and  w.ll  be,  ,adm,tte,l  to  the  enjoyn.ent  of  greater  pnv,. 
cKes  than  th.  world  could  ever  furni.h-a  channel  of  ah,  i'™ 
to  the  joys  of  etem.il  life  !  '  auinission 

A  very  fair  specimen  of  that  bygone  eloquence  of 
the  satnts,"  from  one  of  the  most  eloquent  amongst 
them,   the    wealthy    amd    evangelical    l.rewer,    Mr 
Buxton. 

As  to  the  strictly  economical  results  of  tiie  Fiftieth 
Ordtnance,    we   have   the    testimonies   collected    by 
F  nngle   (see    pp.    266-268    of   his    Narrative),  that 
though  some  petty  disorders,  as  might  be  e.xpected 
prevailed    for  a   time   amongst   some   of    the   freed 
Hottentots,  there   was  nothing   serious  in  this  way 
and  the  great  majority  of  them  remained  quiet  and 
orderly,  taking  .service  just  as  before  with  the  farmers. 
'  Missionary  Register,  June,  1829,  p.  352. 
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An  bflficial  authority  even  declares  "  that  it  was  a 
matter  of  remark  that  crime  amongst  the  coloured 
population  had  of  late  greatly  diminished,  not  only 
in  the  number  but  in  the  character  of  the  offences." 

There  was  a  great  outcry  raised  against  the  Fiftieth 
Ordinance  as  long  as  it  was  only  known  to  have  the 
authority  of  General  Bourkc  and  the  Colonial 
Government.  Kven  at  Capetown  and  the  uniformly 
quiet  district  of  Stellcnbosch  there  were  strong  re 
monstrances  addressed  to  the  Government,  and  the 
ruin  of  the  Colony  was  freely  predicted  for  the  want 
of  labourers  and  herdsmeii.  The  outcry  came  not 
only  from  the  Boers,  but  from  many  of  the  British 
settlers  also,  who  wer-;  just  as  eager  to  compel  cheap 
native  labour. 
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how   the   tide   was   going,   and   understanding   how 

vain  it  was  to  attempt  to  stop  it  by  mere  opposition, 

they  tried  to  turn  it.     On   this  occasion  they  came 

forward  with  a  proposal  which  certainly  met  with  the 

approval  of  the  Dutch   colonists  generally.     It  was 

to  the  effect  that  "  after  a  date,  to  be  fixed  by  the 

Government,  all  female  children    should   be  free  at 

birth,  in  order  that  slavery  might  gradually  cease." 

The  proposal  was  coupled  with  some  conditions  for 

the  removal  of  the  restrictions  placed  on  the  masters 

by  the  new  legislation  :    "  no  new  legislation   other 

than  provisions  for  the  severe  punishment  of  actual 

ill-treatment  .should  be  imposed  on  the  slave-holder^. ' 

What    Graaff-Reinct's    proposals    amounted    to  ua-, 

this  ;  that  they  could  keep  the  slaves  they  had,  and 

all  male  slaves  to  be  born  as  long  as  any  female  slave 

then   existing   was   capable  of  bearing   children.     I 

calculate  that  on  Graaff-Reinet's  proposal  the  instilu- 

Hmii  i/f  slavery  would  have  existed  with  increasing; 

luiinbers  till  the  middle  of  the  century  at  least,  and 

after  that  in  a  slowly  decaying  form,  till  the  present 

time,  when  there  might  still  have    been,  under   the 

Graaff-Reinet    arrangement,   many    thousand   slaves 

for  life  in  the  Colony.     Such  is  the  proposal  which 

Dr.  Theal  mentions  with  grave  complacency.     "  The 

(iraaff-Reinet  proposals,"  he  says  in  his  larger  histor) 

"  were  generally  accepted  throughout  the  Colony  as  a 

reasonable  basis  for  the  extinction  of  slavery,  and  .» 
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law  founded  on  them  would  certainly  have  met  with 
pubhc  approval."  ,  ,,on't  doubt  it.  There  are  few 
who  would  maKe  much  fight  again.st  a  prohil.it.on 
■avv   o  come  mto  effect  a  hundred  year.s  hence. 

Of  course   the  Graaff-Reinet    propo.sals  were  not 
enedto    one  can  conceive  the  solemn  indignation 

heads  ,n  England  who  hoped  to  live  to  .see  the  total 
extmct.oP.  of  the  institution  of  slavery.     Mr.  Fowell- 
Huxton,    that     eminent     philanthropist     and    MP 
addressing  the  An.,-Slavery  Society,  rises   into  high 
tones   of  .sarcasm    o^er   such    proposals,    which   the 
Government,   it  seems,   was    toying  with;    "a   tame 
and  dastardly  intimation,"  he  says,  "that,  perhaps 
at  .some  very  di.stant  time,  and   by  .some  mean.s,  ex.' 
ceed.ngly  gradual   indeed,  it  might  be  e.xpedient  'to 
cons.der  whether  U  might  not  be  as  well  to  introduce 
somethmg   like  justice  into    our  dealin.^s    with    the 
negro";    and   he   calls    on    the    Government    for   "a 
bold  and  manly  avowal    that   the  negroes  are  ,nen 
and  entitled,  as  well  as  the  loftiest  anv.ng  us,  to  a 
ful    and    unqualified   participation    in   every  natural 
right  and  every  moral  privilege." 

In  .830  fresh  orders  in  council  were  issued,  and 
amongst  them  a  clause  requiring  that  a  punishment 
record  book  should  be  kept  by  every  slave-proprietor 
and  subm,tte,l  twice  a  year,  under  oath,  to  the  pro-" 
.ector  of  slaves  in  the  di,.nVt.     This  order  produced 
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something  like  a  riot  in  the  Stellenbosch  district, 
where  the  slaves  were  numerous  and  on  isolated 
farms,  and  a  supplementary  order  was  soon  after 
issued  restricting  its  operation  to  the  Capetown 
district  and  the  British  settlement  at  Grahamstovvn. 
Still,  Exeter  Hall  (now  become  a  name  ii;  the  world) 
and  Zion  Chapel  pressed  on  undaunted.  In  1832 
the  hours  of  slave-labour  were  limited  to  nine  daily, 
and  protectors  were  given  the  power  of  entering 
slave  dwellings  at  any  time  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
spection ;  an  enactment  which  caused  new  com- 
motions and  angry  protests  amongst  classes  which 
had  never  hitherto  given  the  Government  any  trouble. 
It  had  become  an  absolute  conflict  between  tivo 
different  standards  of  civilis.ilion.  In  1833  the 
great  blow  came,  vvhen  the  British  Parliament  (jassed 
a  bill  for  the  abolition  of  slavery.  The  law  was  to 
take  effect  in  Cape  Colony  on  the  1st  December, 
1 834.  There  were  some  alleviating  measures.  The 
slaves  were  to  continue  as  apprentices  to  their  former 
owners  for  four  or  six  years.  There  was  also  to  be 
money  compensation. 

The  official  historian  of  .South  Africa  does  not  at- 
tack the  ICmancipation  Act  directly.  He  is  even  bold 
enough  to  say  that  the  Dutch  coloni.its  did  not  ap- 
prove of  the  slave  system  "  in  theory,"  a  statemi-nt 
which  either  means  little  or  is  practically  di-- 
provcd,  as  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  remarks  in  his  book,  /'/< 
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l-en  one  .ere.y  of  econo"  n/xh  "'  T'^'-^'''" 
-"'^'  have  had  ..eater  fort  ^^  J;  ^  ^""■"" 
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little)  was  the  principle  of  a  transition  state,"  i.e.,  a 
prolongation,  in  some  modified  form,  of  slavery, 
which  he  represents  as  virtually  making  the  slave 
pay  for  what  he  had  a  right  to  without  payment,  his 
freedom.  "The  planters  and  the  State,"  he  said, 
"  had  been  accomplices  in  a  crime  ;  and  it  would  be 
exceedingly  hard  and  unjust  to  throw  the  burden  of 
retribution  on  one  party."  (Mark  that  one  party,  that 
represents  an  English  point  of  view,  which  Dr.  Theal 
does  not  notice.)  "  But,"  continues  Macaulay,  "  it 
would  be  still  more  hard  and  unjust  to  lay  any  portion 
of  it  on  the  third  and  injured  party."  (Speeches,  p.  203.) 
In  fact,  it  amounts  to  what  I  have  already  e.xpressed  : 
when  you  once  admit  a  thing  to  be  a  downright  crime, 
you  must  stop  it  immediately.  That  was  the  attitude 
of  the  eminent  men  who  led  public  opinion  on  this 
question  in  England. 

But  Dr.  Theal  is  very  severe  on  some  defects  which 
he  thinks  existed  in  the  Government's  method  of 
carrying  out  its  measure.  It  would  not  indeed  be 
easy  to  frame  an  abolition  law  of  this  comprehensive 
kind  which  would  give  satisfaction  to  all  parties.  Ur 
Theal  thinks  that  the  measure  was  somewhat  sudden,' 
and  had  the  effect  of  disorganising  for  a  time  industry 
in  some  districts  where  the  agriculture  was  dependent 
on  slave-labour.     That  is  very  probable,  although  I 

>  The  slave  holders  li:ul four ye.irs (of  ihe  enforced  apprcniui- 
ship  system)  to  prepare  for  results. 
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could  Wish  that  Dr.  Thcal  had  «.Von  us  so.c  statistic. 

these  drr  T  '"  '''^  ''""^''-•^  "•■  '"'-•  '''bour  in 
these  d,str,cts.     ,t  certainly  could  not  seriously  affect 

e  far-ner  of  Graaff-Reinet.  where   the   number   „f 

ottentotsand  free  coloured  servants,  as  I  find  from 

K  ^.<.n/.  .as  at  least  ,nne  or  ten   times  greater 

t  an  that  of  the  slaves.     ,n  fact,  the  vast  majority 

o     the  latter  were    in    Capetown  and  the  adjoining 

b!,ldi  '"       """"    '^    "'^^"•^>'    '""'    -"■'"-•" 
The   mone)-   compensation  also.    Dr.   Theal  com- 

pa.ns,  »^s  inadequate,  about  a  million  and  a  quarter 
^^'-l."g  em,  allowed  by  the  liritish  Government  as 
Cape  C.„nys  share  for  its  35,000  slaves,  valued  at 
U.CC  m^hons  sterling.     «ut.  as  we  have  .seen,  there 

th.s  question.   I  have  already  quoted  Lord  Macaulay's 

according  to  which  the  State  and  the  .slave-holder  had 

each    been   accomplices  in  a  great  crime,  and  each 

-.ht,  therefore,  to  share  the  loss.     We  m  st  remem 

er  also  that  the  Abolition  party  insisted,  among" 
"t>.r  t  „,gs  thattheyears  of  enforced  apprenticeship 

owed  to  the  masters  were  to  be  consid^-red  in  fi..  g 
tlic  amount  ,>f  compensation  ^ 

One  cause  of  lo.ss  to  the  colonists,  however,  might 
have  been  avoided.     It  appears  that  the  JJritish  Gov 

— t  did  not. sendthe  money  to  .South  Aria  bt" 
-iu,red  each  Cairn  to  be  presented  before  Commi 
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sioners  in  London.  "  This  decision,"  Dr.  Theai  says, 
"  brought  into  the  country  a  swarm  of  petty  agents, 
who  purchased  claims  at  perhaps  half  their  real  value." 
There  is  much  virtue  in  that  "perhaps."  Judge 
Clocte,  himself  a  slave-rr  er  and  bitter  on  the 
Abolitionists,  says  the  Jicountcrs  in  Capetown 
and  Graham.stown  bough,  up  the  claims  at  18  to  no 
per  cent,  discount,  and,  "  he  verily  believes,"  at  25  to 
30  per  cent,  in  the  country.  Neither  notices  the 
fact  that  there  was  (since  1808)  a  responsible  dis- 
counting bank  at  Capetown. 

In  any  case  the  British  people  did  pay  /;  1,200,000 
of  its  own  to  do  away  with  slavery  in  Cape  Colony, 
and  if  that  act  was  so  beneficial  to  that  country  as 
Dr.  Thcal  admits  it  to  have  been,  why  is  his  tone  so 
bitter  in  speaking  of  the  Hriti.sh  Government,  and  his 
narrative  overlaid  with  such  phrases  as  '  widows 
and  orphans  made  destitute,"  "  poverty  and  anxiety 
brought  into  hundreds  of  homes,"  "widespre.id 
misery,"  "parents  descending  into  tire  grave  in 
penury,"  "relatives  and  friends  once  wealthy  reduced 
to  toil  for  bread,"  all  through  the  "  confiscation  "  of 
their  slaves?  A  de.scription,  in  short,  which  would  be 
quite  strongly  enough  coloured  for  the  ruined  con- 
dition of  the  Southern  States  of  .America  after  the 
Civil  War,  but  could  hardly  be  applicable  to  a  country 
where  there  were  only  30,000  marketable  slaves- 
men,  women,  and  children    over   six  years    old— of 
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Whom  only  5,663  .vcre  effective  field  labourers   -  ,,! 

far   I  '"^'^'-"  cxistec  amotiL'st  a 

ft--   larger  population   of  ,vhites   anH   f  , 

~.sotHattHe.ener.;X^;    X::- 

corn-growing  districts  and  rce^^'"  ■""^°' '''^ 
people  and  widow,  whose  propC::;;::  "^^^^ 
.s..sted  mainly  of  slaves,  but  under  L 
'''^  difficult  to  believe  ;hatt.:i^::~"-^ 
-  WKiespread  and  intense  as  Dr.  The    ;       .;  r" 

Why,   too,  should    the    offici-,1    h'  . 
Cr.]^  omcial    historian   of  fnn,. 

"liich  inspired  the  Uriti.u  ,  ^  -.terling) 

'»B  out  .„  Ab„li,i„„  Ac,  „hfch  ,«■„„,,'" 

.-.y  ~»,o„  .,„,„,,  ^,„.,,  ,':*'»'; 
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and  historiographer  of  Caix;  Colony  certainly  is, 
should  insult  the  British  nation  by  sncerinfj  at  the 
Abolition  Act  as  "  a  noble  and  i,'eneroiis  act  carried 
out  at  the  expense  of  the  colonists."  Surely  that 
style  of  Dr.  Theal's  is  si','nificant  of  much  that  has 
been  going  on  in  the  Colony  for  the  last  twenty 
years. 

But  the  most  daring  case  of  misrepresentation  on 
the  part  of  Dr.  Theal  is  where  he  seeks  to  leave  his 
readers  with  an  impression  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment was  mainly  responsible  for  the  numlier  of  slaves 
in  the  Colony.  Hero  is  how  he  puts  it  in  his  Story  of 
the  Nations  volume  : — 

A-.  lonj;  as  the  Dutch  E.ist  Indin  Comp.itiy  held  the  colony 
slaves  were  brought  into  it,  hut  not  in  very  hirjjc  numbers,  for 
their  serviics  were  only  needed  to  a  limited  extent.  During  the 
first  llriti-h  occupation  [17^=  1803]  a  j;rcat  many  more  were 
imported,  a^  the  trade  was  then  profitable,  and  Knglish  energy 
was  employn!  in  it.  The  Uatavian  ("■overmnent  \lu'  means  the 
restored  Dutch  rule  from  1803  to  i8o()],  being  opposed  to  the 
system,  allowed  very  few  to  be  landed,  and  had  it  lasted  a 
couple  of  years  longer  every  child  born  thereafter  would  have 
been  declared  free.* 

The  impression  which  thnt  paragraph  conveys  to 
the  ordinary  reader  must  ix'  that  British  rule  is  chiefly 

'  As  a  matter  of  fact,  twenty  years  afterwards  the  English 
Government  was  still  labouring  with  no  great  effect  to  get  the 
Dutch  and  French  Governments  to  make  their  engagements  to 
suppress  even  the  ocean  slave  trade  with  their  colonies  a  reality, 
and  not  a  pretence. 
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responsible  for  .he  number  of  slaves  in  Cape  Colony, 
rhe  K.,or,/s  show  the  facts  of  the  case  to  be  as 
lollows : 

First,  in  ,795,  u-hcn  the  British  forces  took 
possess-on  of  Ca,x:  Colony,  the  number  of  slaves 
already  there  was  ,6,939.  (See  census  returns  in 
Accordj,  i;93-i;96,  p.  ,97. j 

.Secon<l,  ship,nents  of  slaves  durins  the  Hritish 
ru^-  were  made  under  special  permission,  which  was 
;l.fficult  to  Ket  and  generally  given  only  on  the  press- 
mg  request  of  the  Hurgher  Senate,  setting  forth  the 
necessity  ,.f  ad.litional  labour  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses. The  following  extracts  from  a  letter  of  the 
"urgher  Senate  to  General  Dundas,  dated  February 
25.  .799.  will  show  exactly  the  strict  supervision 
under  which  any  trade  in  slaves  was  allowed  by  the 
British  Governors. 


would  then,  ,„  our  opinion,  be  most  necessary  .0  open  the 
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slave  trade  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  under  restrictions 
that  at  first  no  more  than  looo  slaves  should  annually  be 
imported.  These  circumstances  we  have  already  demonstrated 
more  than  once  ...  to  his  Excellency,  the  Earl  of  Macartney, 
and  most  urgently  set  forth  cur  solicitation  .  .  .  but  Lord 
Maca-tney  having  been  pleased  in  his  replies  ...  to  reject 
our  reiterated  representations  and  requests  in  a  manner  which 
was  so  grievous  for  us  .  .  .  that  '•  e  were  deterred  from  ever 
expressly  making  again  any  representation  or  request  to 
Government  on  the  subject.     (Records,  179V  1801,  p.  372.) 

General  Dundas  granted  permission  accordingly  to 
Messrs.  Hogan  and  Tennant,  Capetown  merchants,  to 
import  these  four  hundred  slaves  from  Mozambique, 
but  annulled  their  previous  and  exclusive  right  of 
importing  four  hundred  slaves  annually  from  the 
West  Coast  of  A  frica,  and  refused  generally  to  permit 
importation  from  any  quarter  {Records,  1799-1801, 
p.  378) ;  and  the  trade  continued  (though  there  was 
some  attempt  at  illicit  importation  under  Sir  George 
Yonge's  rule)  to  be  limited  by  the  strictest  super- 
vision till  February,  1803,  when  the  British  Govern- 
ment restored  the  Cape  to  the  Dutch,  under  whom 
the  trade  was  carried  on  in  the  same  way.  On  the 
reoccupation  of  the  Colony  by  the  British  in  1806, 
there  was  only  a  year  more  till  the  abolition  of  the 
oceanic  trade  in  slaves  by  the  British  Parliament  in 
1807.  During  that  period  five  hundred  slaves  were 
imported  with  the  sanction  of  General  Baird. 

Further,  Dr.  Theal  himself,  in  his  larger  history, 
mentions,  in  connection  with  some  financial  report. 
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that  the  average  yearly  amount  paid    for  imported 
slaves  during  the  years  of  British  rule  up  to  ,803  as 
about  US.000.     Now  the  price  of  a  slave,  as  given  by 
Lord  Macartney's  list  of  prices  in  i;98.  was  from  ;f8o 
to  ^r  ,00  ;  in   ,;99  jt  had   risen,  as  I   learn  from  *he 
Burgher  Senate's  letter  quoted  above,  to  i:,20  and 
£i6o.     Of  course  in  the  case  of  Africander  slaves  it 
was   very   much   higher,  often    from  ^00  to  ;^6oo 
Makmg    all    allowances,   these    figures    might    give 
an   average    of  four   or   five   hundred   slaves   annu- 
ally, just  what  one  might  infer  from  the  particulars 
given  in  the  A'erords.     From  three  to  four  thousand 
slaves  then,  admitted  to  meet  the  increased  demand 
for   labour  caused  by  commercial  growth,  represent 
probably,  the  British  responsibility  for  p  slave  popu- 
lation  which   numbered    17,000   when     British    rule 
began,  and  which  had   reached  39,000  when  Eman- 
cipation came  in    1834;    the   increase  being   partly 
that  of  half-breeds  from  a  Dutch  father  and  a  slave 
mother.     It  is  Olive  Schreiner  herself  who  tells   us 
that  of  every  four  children  born  to  a  slave  mother 
three  were  the  children  of  the  white  man,  her  master. 
The  facts,  therefore,  do  not  seem    to  justify   the 
grave  impression  of  British  responsibility  for  slavery 
in  South  Africa  which  Dr.  Theal's  paragraph  is  calcu- 
lated to  give  i/,e  ordinary  reader.     I  hardly  think  his 
way  of  stating  the  matter  is  consistent  with  that  very 
high  claim  which  he  puts  forth  in  the  preface  to  his 
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volume  in  the  Siory  of  the  Nations  series,  to  have  told 
the  truth  "  regardless  of  nationalities  and  parties,"  and 
to  have  avoided  "anything  like  favour  or  prejudice." 

The  emancipation  of  the  slaves  is  not  admitted  by 
Dr.  Theal  to  have  been  in  itself  amongst  the  causes 
of  the  "  great  trek."  But  while  he  admits  in  a  brief, 
reluctant  sort  of  manner  that  the  measure  was  right 
in  principle  he  is  fond  of  enlarging  on  all  the  possible 
disadvantages  by  which  it  was  or  might  be  accom- 
panied. One  of  these,  of  course,  was  the  number  of 
idle,  vagrant  blacks  whom  it  might  let  loose  on  the 
commu'iity,  and  Dr.  Theal  has  four  pages  on  this 
subject  designed  to  show  the  wrong-headedness  of 
the  Home  Government  in  oppo.sing  the  enactment  of 
a  law  against  vagrancy.  A  draft  ordinance  of  such  a 
law  had  indeed  been  approved  by  Sir  Benjamin 
D'Urban,  the  governor,  shortly  after  his  arrival. 
Under  it  commandants,  field-cornets,  and  provisional 
field-cornets  had  power  to  arrest  persons  having  no 
apparent  means  of  subsistence  and  bring  them  before 
a  magistrate  or  justice  of  the  peace,  who  could  set 
them  to  forced  labour  till  they  accepted  employment 
from  the  farmers. 

Here  again.  Dr.  John  Philip,  of  the  London  Mis- 
sionary Society,  fought  the  battle  of  the  black  man 
with  his  usual  energy  and  success.  He  sent  a 
memorial  to  the  council  at  Capetown  and  threatened 
to   appeal    to   the  English   nation   and    Parliament. 


XIV 


BRITAIN'S  TITLE  ,N  SOUTH  AFRICA 


and  Mr.  V  an  der  R,et  of  Uitenhage,  one  of  the  distric 
~^.one^.^,.,  to  sanct:o„  the  .easul^ t^ 

vol  iii  n  _;  \^'"^='''  ^"'"'y  of  South  Africa, 
^°'-  •■'■  p.  424.J  In  Dr.  Theal's  pages  the  E-Krhsh 
Gov  ,^,,,.„,^  ^P--  -  careless  or  ^  o^ 

ant,  S.r  Benjam.n  as  a  new   gove.-nor  decefved   by 
m  srepresentation.s.   and    Dr.    Phihp    as    a    fanatici^ 
—ary;    how    he    explains    th'e    opposL'  o 
Mr.  Van  der  R,et,  who  was  hi,^self  a  Dutchmnn  and 
a   resident   of  the   border  district    wl, 

of  Cape  Colony  at  that  date  ?     Even  Mr  Ko>         T 

able  Weslpvan  rv,-    •  '^^^^  ™r-Ko>cc,  ihat 

le  Wesleyan  missionary,  who  in  his  book  (.Wotcs  on 

Soutk  Afnca)  says  a  good  word  for  the  Boers  whele^ 

usted  with  the  administration  of  a  Vagrancy  Act 
which  in  their  hands  would  certainly  became  t  ' 
en..ne   of  oppression"   for   the  coloured     ace      Dr 
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against  black  ?  And  he  uses  this  disingenuous  argu- 
ment in  another  similar  case.  "  Why  not  ?  "  Let  the 
reader  coisidcr  the  following  account  given  by 
Thomas  I'riiigle,  the  author  of  African  Sketches,  of 
what  he  saw  in  the  jail  for  the  native  races  in  the 
district  of  Beaufort,  and  ne  will  readily  understand 
why  not : 

This  tronk  consisted  of  a  single  apartment,  of  about  twenty 
feet  long  by  twelve  or  fourteen  broad  ;  and  for  the  purposes 
of  hght  and  ventihition  had  only  one  small  grated  opening,  in 
the  shape  of  a  loop-hole,  at  a  considerable  height  in  the  wall. 
Into  this  apartment  were  crowded  about  thirty  human  beings, 
of  both  sexes,  of  all  ages,  and  of  almost  every  hue  except 
white.  The  whites,  or  Christen  mensclien,  as  they  call  them- 
selves, are  seldom  imprisoned,  except  for  some  flagrant  out- 
rage, and  then  in  some  place  apart  from  the  coloured  prisoners  ; 
lest  the  "  Christian  "  thief  or  murderer  should  be  dishonoured 
by  being  forced  to  associate  with  his  biotlier  men  of  swarthy 
hue  ;  even  though  many  of  the  latter,  as  in  the  present  case, 
should  be  guiltless  of  any  crime. 

The  condition  of  tl.is  jail  was  dreadful.  Oi  Ihc  door  being 
opened,  the  clergyman  requested  me  to  wait  a  few  minutes 
until  a  freer  ventilation  had  somewhat  purifie.1  the  noisome 
atmosphere  within,  for  -he  effluvia,  on  the  first  opening  of  the 
door,  were  too  horrible  to  be  encountered.  This  I  can  well 
believe  ;  for  when,  after  this  precaution,  we  did  enter,  the  odour 
was  still  more  than  I  could  well  endure  ;  and  it  was  only  by 
coming  frequently  to  the  open  door  to  inhale  a  renovating 
draught  of  wholesome  air,  that  I  could  accomplish  such  an 
examination  of  this  dismal  den  as  the  aspect  and  condition  of 
its  inmates  urgently  claimed  from  humanity.  The  denizens  of 
this  horrible  dungeon  were  runaway  slaves — Hottentots  who 
had  come  to  the  drostdy  to  complain  of  their  masters,  and 
Hottentots   who   were    merely  out   of    place,   and    had   been 
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butbycoloniiuaw     ""■'"'"^''  '"  "'"'  ""'  '»- thon.selves. 

Hut  all  castes  am    unAn^  ,i,„  ■ 
'he  injured  complainant  euu  ,1        "T",""'  '""^  ""^  «"i"y.  ""d 
were  crowded  togc  h  r  w  I    V"  ■''  ""  '^•^^''^"^''  '""l-f-'or. 
noisome  dungeon  '  *^t'nct,on  mto  this  narrow  and 

and  secretary     The  A^I^  ^"'^  '''''"  ''"  '""^"-^ 

'■'•     It   meant  thl   ,  '^"  "^'^'^-^'-y  ^^-^'ety.  disallowed 

meant  the   legal   establishment  of  ;.  rU  ^■ 
tion  between  white  anrl  Kl     i         ,  ^'"""'=- 

of  his  master.      Instead  of  h     .   '.'^^'^'^  ^t  *e  mercy 

even-handed  ,.st,rr  a     Sri^r  7-°^ 
as  far  as  possible   of  fh  ^  adoption, 

m  1822.  i  nngie  had   seen 

"ther  enjoyed  prison  life  than  drTTn"  f  "^    "°"™""^ 
.S.«//,  4;>,«,  ,„,  ii-  p  ^^^^  '"an  dreaded  ,.."_See  MS^ory  „f 
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of  the  Engineers,  the  same  type  with  a  professional 
tincture  of  science  added,  travelling  in  South  Africa 
in  search  of  shooting  and  adventure,  has  jjencrally 
only  one  opinion.  He  finds  that  John  April  and 
Claas  September,  his  freed  Hottentots,  being  no 
longer  under  fear  of  the  sjambok,  are  sometimes 
drunk  or  careless,  occasionally  even  perverse,  and  he 
swears  at  the  missionaries  generally  as  "  cantinjr  and 
designing  men,"  who  have  spoiled  the  native  by  their 
interference  "veiled  under  the  cloak  of  philanthropy."' 
Dr.  Theal  also  has  great  delight  in  recording  any 
failure  to  persevere,  any  lapse  of  a  convert  like  poor 
Jan  Ishatshu,  many  years  a  faithful  assistant  of  the 
Bethelsdorp  missionaries,  but  who  in  his  later  days 
fell,  Dr.  Theal  says,  into  drunken  habits  ;  or  of  chief 
Pato,  the  pet  of  the  VVesleyans,  who — perhaps  not 
unnaturally — at  length  turned  against  the  aggressive 
white  race  and  led  his  men  against  the  Colony  in  the 
war  of  1846.  It  can  hardly  be  expected  that  one 
generation  of  training  will  entirely  subdue  wild 
instincts,  and  there  is  certainly  nothing  more  abnor- 
ma'  or  unchristian  in  the  conduct  of  Pato  than  in 
that  of  President  Steyn,  who  sent  his  men  into  Natal 
to  raid  and  plunder  British  farmers  and  shopkeepers 
who  had  neither  harmed  nor  threatened  him,  neither 
they  nor  the  British  Government. 

'  Harris,  Expedition  into  South  Africa,  p.  346.    A  be  k  much 
praised  by  Theal  as  "  one  of  the  very  best  accounts  ever  given." 
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from  ^h  '"'■'"'  T'  °'  '''^   "^''''^''  °'«'^"''  -'--"■"« 
from  the  war.wll  tell  you   that  unless  you  use  the 

«.wththe  native  you  Will  have  nUer^ood 
there,  ,n  reserve,  say  others.  It  „,ay  be  so,  and  yet 
beveryunadvisableto  give  that  vague  discretion,^ry 
poweras«attin,es  by  the  white  man,  anytng 
^r  fixed  and  legal  character  under  which  the'vhitf 
man  b,.c„,„es  a  tyrant  and  the  black  one  a  slave 
'""  «  va,.,ncy  law  is  sure  to  be  made  an  instru 

mento  slavery  w-herever  it  is  administered  by::: 
wh.ch  has  an  mterest  in  creating  slaves.  As  Mr 
Bryce,w.ho  has  spoken  wisely  and  candidly  on  tt 
subject  ,n   his   book,   /,«,_,,„.  ,,  SoJaj^, 

energy  of  w,ll  produces  in   the  European  a  sort  of 
yrannous  spirit,  which  will   not  condescend  to  a^gue 
w.th  the  nafve,  but  overbears  him  by  sheer  fofce 
and  ,s  prone  to  resort  to  physical  coercion."  " 

To  shoot  down  in  the  open  field  of  battle  savage 
nbes  wh,ch  have  opposed  themselves  to  the  open  ng 
P  of  terntories  and   routes  may  be  a  necessity  or 

them  'T/  "  '  "■"■^'^"^  '•'■•"^  ^^°-  -duc'ng 

them  to  servtude,  and  subjecting  them  all  the  days 

onhe,rhfe  to  the  avarice  and  passions  of  a  despoHc 

With  regard  to  the  benefits  of  freedom  to  the  slaves 
'  Chap.  xxi.  p.  442. 
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themsclvts,  Dr.  Thcal,  that  friend  of  emancipation  in 
theory,  draws  a  comparison  between  the  nejjro  slave 
of  1834  and  "his  fjrnndchildren  of  1890,"  which  is 
much  in  favour  of  the  former  as  "  better  fed,  better 
clothed,  &c.,  more  respectable  in  his  conduct  and 
habits."  {Hist,  of  South  Africa,  chap.  x.\xvi.  p.  423.) 
It  is  an  old  and  well-worn  argument  for  slavery 
this  of  Dr.  Theal's,  but  it  has  uecome  hifjhly  suspi- 
cious, I  think,  to  an  age  which  has  learned  .something 
of  general  economic  laws,  and  knows  that  the  only 
real  way  of  raising  th"  general  level  of  conduct  and 
morality  in  any  class  of  men  is  by  improving  its 
status  and  increasing  its  self-respect,  and  not  jy 
lowering  both.  It  is  true  that  there  are  sonii'  super- 
ficial phenomena  on  the'  other  side.  An  iron  rule 
may  crush  out  some  weeds  of  indolence  and  petulance 
in  a  race  or  class  of  men  ;  there  may,  for  example, 
be  double  or  treble  the  number  of  idle  and  vicious 
in  a  subject  race  newly  set  free,  but  there  will  certainly 
be  more  than  treble  the  number  of  self-respecting  and 
well-doing  persons,  and  there  will  be  a  great  number 
of  those  who  reach  a  level  quite  impossible  for  a  race 
which  is  enslaved.  Whatever  truth  there  is  in  the 
other  view  may  :  crve  as  a  caution  to  those  who  ex- 
pect too  much  from  mere  legislative  reform,  or  expect 
it  too  soon.     But  you  must  begin. 


XV 

The  Question  of  Exp,-,nsion_^.„'/  a.„s  /fayW„„™,„  .The 
■'.ffia,l,,es  on  ,he  Kaffir  Frontier-The  KolvKaffi  Vlo 
—The  Commando  System. 

Tl.K  protective  legislation  for  slaves  and  free 
nafves  within  the  Colony  cul.ninating  in  the  Fman- 
cpatton  Act  had  aurally  caused  a  great  deal  of 
.mtat.on  amongst  the  farmers  generally  throughout 
the  Colony. 

It   is   no  easy  matter  even  in  the  most  civilised 
nations  to  get  whole  cla.sses  to  sacrifice  their  interests 
on   general   considerations   of  humanity   which   can 
always  at  least  be  debated  on  the  other  side.     Much 
education,  including  the  moral  compulsion  which  the 
highest   minds  exercise  on  the  general  bo<.y  of  the 
nafon,  was  needed  in  England,  befor.   manufacturers 
,?rew   accustomed  to  the  idea  .f  Factory  Acts  and 
!:ovemment  inspection.     In   legislation  of  this  kind 
every  class  has  been  morally  coerced  for  the  general 
welfare  by  the  union  of  other  cl.asses  whose  interests 
were   less   directly  affected.      That    was    just    vh.t 
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happened  in  Ca[x;  Colony  ret;aKlc<l  as  a  part  of 
the  Kmpire.  Hut  as  far  as  much  the  greater  part 
of  Cape  Colony  was  concerned  the  acute  stage  of 
conflict  between  the  two  civilisations,  Hritish  and 
Hocr,  ended  with  the  Emancipation  Act  of  1833  ; 
but  the  eastern  frontier  district,  the  old  tlistrict  of 
Graaff-Reinet,  had  a  problem  nl  its  own  which  was 
not  only  more  difficult  for  the  Government  to  settle, 
but  much  more  difficult  to  determine  on  what  prin- 
ciples it  ought  to  be  settled.  This  was  the  old 
question  of  the  Horder  policy,  and  the  treatment  of 
the  Kaffir  tribes,  which  had  from  the  beginning  given 
so  much  trouble  to  the  Government.  It  was  really 
the  question  of  territorial  expansion. 

On  the  northern  frontier  this  question  had  ceased 
to  give  trouble.  The  long  conflict  between  the  white 
man  and  the  native  race  in  that  quarter  had  practi- 
cally ended  in  the  disappearance  of  the  Hushmcn 
as  a  race.  Wandering  bands  of  them  .still  existed 
scattered  over  the  almost  uninhabitable  parts  of  the 
northern  Karroo,  and  in  some  districts  small  parties 
of  them  might  be  found  settled  near  a  Boer's  farm, 
helping  to  tend  hi;  flocks,  and  receiving  in  return  a 
little  milk  or  tobacco,  or  the  offal  of  the  sheep  he 
■slaughtered.  But  the  formidable  race  that  in  Barrow's 
time  had  held  the  Boers  in  clieck  from  the  Hantam 
to  the  Sneeuwberg  had  almost  disappeared. 

Dr.  Theal  has  little  to  say  on  the  subject,  and  uses 
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>"  lar«o  rubr,cs  s.,ch  as  h.  lavishes  „„  „,,  circuit 

«-r,,nals„f,.s„.     The  foll.nvinK  .,uict  „ar....raph 

some  ,„.„,>.  linos  of  his  history,  notices  the  Ilisappi: 

a.|ceofU,e,,..,n,en.a.,an..s,,«,es..ha.:t\vas 

yw,      of  ,,eOn,,nas  or   HastanlM    aento.su  i,o 
had  .ettie.1  at  the  Oraiifre  River 

:r;:-::;.-:;r;;iHE"iS:?;--"= 

It  is  doubtful  if  even  the  records  of  the  drostdies 
<.f  Worcester  and  Graaff-Reinet  would  throw  much 
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light  on  the  disappearance  of  the  Bushman  race.  In 
1S24  Mr.  Fowell-Buxton  moved  in  the  House  of 
Commons  for  a  return  regarding  the  condition  of 
the  Hottentots  and  Bushmen  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  As  part  of  that  return  Lord  Charles  Somerset 
forwarded  an  official  list  of  the  commandos  sent  out 
against  Bushmen  from  1797  to  1824,  from  which  it 
appeared  that  during  that  period  53  commandos  had 
been  sent  out,  184  Bushmen  had  been  killed,  14  had 
been  wounded,  and  302  taken  prisoners.  Lord  Charles 
adds  that  the  expeditions  mostly  took  place  during 
the  latter  end  of  the  last  century. 

Lord  Somerset's  report  will  evidently  not  do  much 
to  explain  the  extinction  of  the  Bushmen,  but  I  think 
there  must  have  been  official  smiles  and  nods  at  the 
Secretary's  office  when  that  document  was  sealed  up 
and  sent  for  the  edification  of  the  British  public. 
No  doubt  the  Governor  himself  did  not  know  the 
half  of  what  went  on,'  but  he  must  have  suspected 
the  li.st  to  be  an  exceedingly  mild  one. 

What  the  report  really  suggests,  when  compared 
with  other  testimonies  of  that  period,  is  the  silent, 
unrecorded,  remorseless  character  of  the  warfare  which 
the  Boers  of  the  northern  frontier  had  been  carrying 
on  in  these  years  against  the  Bushmen. 

The  following  facts  may  help  the  reader  to  supple- 

'  For  a  small  illustration  see  Meyer's  letter  in  Harrow,  vol.  ii. 
P-  54- 
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ment   the   official    records  of  the  drostdies  and   Dr. 
Theal's  quiet  reserve. 

After  the  first  British  occupation  of  the  Cape  there 
seems  to  have  been  a  lull  in  commando  operations 
agamst  the  Bushmen,  Lord  Macartney  being  in  favour 
of  a  humane  policy,  and  insisting  on  a  milder  manner 
of  conducting  these  expeditions.     In  .809  this  policy 
was  also    supported,  as    regards   the    Bushmen,  by 
Colonel   Collins,  the   Commissioner  of    Inquiry   ap- 
pointed by  Lord  Caledon.     "  The  Bushmen."  Colonel 
Colhns  reported,  "often   suffer  extreme  misery  and 
seldom  rob  but  to  satisfy  their  wants."    But  the  ten- 
dency of  the  times  was  against  the  Bushmen.     The 
stoppage  of  the  oceanic  trade  in  slaves  in  1807  the 
legislative   protection   of   the    Hottentots    and  '  the 
mcreasmg   numbers   of  the   colonists,  all  tended   to 
make  the  demand  for  cheap   labour  greater,  and  to 
send  the  Boer  north  in  search  of  new  pastures  and 
Bushmen  children  to  serve  on  his  farm. 

Lord  Charles  Somerset  was  naturally  inclined  to 
g.ve  the  Boer  a  fair  chance  in  this  region.  Kven  if 
there  should  be  encroachment  on  some  of  the  miser- 
able kraals  of  the  Bushmen,  he  probably  thought,  like 
Lichtenstein,  that  there  was  no  great  harm  in  taking 
away  land  from  nomads  who  had  no  particular  use 
font.  At  any  rate  in  .817  he  permitted  the  land- 
drosts  to  apprentice  Bushmen  children  to  the  Boers 
under  certain  safeguards,  with  the  view  of  regulating 


!  J 


! 


I 


t! 


280         BRITAIN'S  TITLE  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA  xv 

and  controlling  the  habits  of  the  Boers  with  respect 
to  such  children.  He  seems  also  to  have  discouraged 
the  interference  of  missionaries  in  that  region.  In 
1818  he  refused  the  Rev.  B.  Shaw,  a  Wesleyan  mis- 
sionary, permission  to  establish  a  station  amongst 
the  Bushmen,  and  in  the  same  year  he  withdrew  the 
mission  stations  of  the  London  Missionary  Society 
already  established  at  Hephzibah  and  Troverberg  (the 
modern  Colesberg)  on  account  of  the  disputes  which 
they  had  with  the  Boers  regarding  the  possession  of 
Bushmen  children.' 

After  that  the  struggle  between  the  Boers  and  the 
Bushmen  went  on  in  the  dark,  as  indeed  it  had  always 
in  a  great  measure  done,  except  for  the  casual  infor- 
mation furnished  by  an  occasional  traveller  in  those 
districts. 

In  1823  George  Thompson  was  travelling  through 
the  Sneeuwberg  region  and  reports  the  following  ;— 

While  at  this  place  (Karel  Okom's)  I  heard  that  a  commando, 
or  expedition  of  armed  boors,  had  been  recently  out  against  the 
Bushmen  in  the  mountains,  where  they  had  shot  thirty  of  these 
poor  creatures.  I  also  learned  that  above  100  Bushmen  had 
been  shot  last  year  in  the  Tarka.    {Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  74.) 

That  was  thirteen  years  after  the  date  when  Theal 
assures  us  blood  had  almost  ceased  to  be  shed.  In 
'  This  seems  to  be  the  "misconduct "  for  which  )5r.  Theal 
aates,  rather  vaguely,  that  Mr.  Smith  of  Troverberg  was 
recalled.  See  Smith's  letter  in  Philip's  Researches,  vol.  ii.  p.  280  • 
also  Moffat's  account  in  Missionary  Labours  and  Scenes,  p.  51  ' 
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'  1     f         \     "'   ''''■    "'^°'"    '"^   describes   as  a 
mentonous,  benevolent  and  clear-sighted  man"  on 
any  question  except  this  of  Bushmen. 

inwhichKreat  nlt"s  h  ;h       7     "'  ■''""""  "'^  ""^'""™. 

into  the  colony     On  ;„e  of  of"         '  T'  '"'"  ^""'"■"'  '■■'"-'1 

Bushmen  were'.atCed  "  ^T^h  """^  ""'  ""  ""'"  =°° 

^-./ ../.«..,  U,e  horHlle  wa;n,;eet,;:r' ■^'f'V'' '' 
tians  and  the  nativY.«  «f  ,1,  ''^"ti"!,'  between  ihe  Chrs- 

process  of  cL  :::,!'  s^  re  H™'''^''  ■■""  ''^  "'"^^''  "-^ 

.^esa.es.Weasi.,HeC:;Zr-US:r-p:'S.r 

That  is  the  testimony   of  a  moderate  man    very 

fnendly   to    the   Boers,    well    acquainted    with    tie 

:i2eresr"-"^^-^^°-^--^-- 

These  events,  it  must  be  remembered,  took  place 
on  a  distant  frontier,  hardly  ever  visited  by  he 
-anger,  and  difficult  of  access.  There  was  no  o 
bu  the  Boers  themselves  to  place  them  on  record. 
Only  occasionally  a  Hottentot  scout  might  tell  the 
ta  e  of  a  foray,  or  a  tame  Bushman  in  the  service  of 
a  farmer  might  pour  the  history  of  his  woes,  or  those 

of  his  little  kraal,  into  the  ears  of  a  traveller  or  a 
For  similar  testimony  see    Pnr..ri„     ;t, 

Philip,  A..«../,„,™,.ii.;p;;^'";5'^;  ^"■'•""-.  ?•  =43; 

PoUcy,  pp.  226  2-8     For   if  ,''"  '    '  "'"""ster,  //uma^e 

see  4^.  ^i:;L;i:LSri-;--- --en, 
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missionary.  There  is  only  one  case,  so  far  as  I  know, 
where  the  Bushman  may  be  said  to  have  written  a 
fragment  of  his  own  history.  In  1825  Dr.  Philip  and 
a  missionary  party  were  travelling  to  the  mission 
station  at  Philippolis  and  had  got  about  a  day's 
journey  north  of  Trovcrberg  (modern  Colesberg), 
when  their  Hottentot  attendants  discovered  some 
natives  dodging  timorously  about  the  rocks  in  the 
neighbourhood.  They  turned  out  to  be  the  Bushman 
chief  Uithaalder,  and  the  remnants  of  his  kraal  which 
had  formerly  been  under  the  protection  of  the  mission 
station  once  existing  at  froverberg.  They  were  easily 
induced  to  approach  when  they  knew  the  waggon 
was  a  missionary's,  and  Dr.  Philip  had  the  oppoi- 
tunity,  therefore,  of  learning  Uithaalder's  story  from 
his  own  lips. 

It  is  characteristic  of  the  strenuous,  practical,  legal 
mind  of  the  Doctor  that  he  drew  up  the  Bushman's 
story  in  the  form  of  a  deposition,  "  That  deponent 
is  a  chief,"  &c.  One  would  have  preferred  Pringle 
for  this  business,  even  at  the  expense  of  a  little 
Campbell  varnish.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  however, 
about  its  fidelity,  which  is  attested  by  four  witnesses. 
Uithaalder's  story  then,  in  protocol  form,  runs,  in  the 
parts  quoted,  as  follows  : 


2nd.  That  many  years  ago,  the  father  of  the  deponent  and  his 
people,  whilst  in  perfect  peace,  and  not  having  committed  the 
smallest  provocation,  were  suddenly  attacked  in  their  kraal  by  a 
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party  of  boors  from  the  colony      Hr  =>„^ 

people,  men,  women,  and  child;entre  kil^TLr'"''  °'  "" 
iMded  with  their  children    wer^   ""^  k.Jed,  and  ten  waggons, 

placed  in  perpetuaJservimde  ""  '"'"  '"^  "'™y- =>"" 

have  come  agan     my  peottrnT't*^    """"^   commandos 
been  shot,  and  .he  chnd'Tn^'rHed  a      """''"f"'  •'"''^'"  "-- 

taught  us  to  cultivate  gardenf'  '^"""^"""""ed  among  us,  he 
potatoes  and  plough  land  I"d  '  '  '  '  '"*  "'  ^°^  '"  S™*^ 
hoped  that  our  troubles  were  over.'  '  '  "^  ^-^^^  ^"^  "appy  and 

6th.  That  some  moons  after  Mr  Sm,-.i,' 
came  and  took  possession  nf  „,     /'  '■^'"°™''  "^^  ^oors 

lands  of  Toverbe  g    Ind  mad/         "'"''  "'"'"''  "'  '">^  ">« 

Whitboy.oneof  my  BulmTn  :,"hl°  '?'  '"^  '"^'^  ^"^P' 
the  boors  whilst  taking  I^I'  "'^''  ""^  ''°'h  ^hot  by 

childicarried   in  to  ^tpe.ual     ^  'T'r ''^   ™'^''^'  '""   '^eir 

^  7th.  That  I/Uithaa;;:^^  tr^^^tl^'*'''''*''-^-] 
der  Walt,  to  keep  his  sheeo  •  tL!  ^  ^  field-comet.  Van 
were  missing  and    he  ficM'  °"/  "'*•'■"  "'^""^  "^  ''i^  ^heep 

sjambok,  and  drove  hmsefanTh'  T''  "'^f'^"^'"  -'"  'h' 
place,  and  said,  "  Go  noj  .ake  thit'v  '"'t  '^'""^^"  ''""'  "'= 
Smith,  the  missionary  to  JoTo  to  c       T  "^"^  ■""  ""^  Mr. 

^our  ^ildr^w^s'teired  r,""'  ^""'  ™^  ^"^^  -<^ 
tains,  and  to  subsist  upon  root"  „d  foci  "  ^'"""^  '"^  "°""- 

Bushman  s   expenence   in  general.     It   is   quite 
Phdip,  Researches,  vol.  ii.  pp.  ^^^^^ 
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true,  as  Pringle  himself  remarks,  that  "  the  Dutch- 
African  colonists  have  not  been  worse  than  other 
people  would  be  and  have  been  in  similar  circum- 
stances." Hut  the  fact  remains  that  South  Africa 
has  been  a  land  of  blood  and  slavery  from  the  be- 
ginning. The  skies  above  the  head  of  the  Transvaal 
Boer  are  of  brass. 

Latterly,  when  the  warfare  was  almost  over, 
some  of  the  better  class  of  Boers  seem  to  have  had 
compunctious  visitings  over  these  tragic  events,  and 
to  have  adopted  milder  measures  with  the  liushmcn. 
Thompson  quotes  a  letter  from  Mr.  Melville  of 
Griqua  Town,  which  relates  a  conversation  lie  had 
with  the  Field-Commandant,  Gert  Van  der  Walt, 
in   1821. 

He  told  me  that  both  his  father  and  himself  had  been  for 
many  years  at  war  with  this  people.  From  the  time  that  he 
could  use  a  gun  he  went  upon  commandos  :  but  he  could  now 
see,  he  owned,  that  no  good  was  ever  done  by  M  is  course  of 
vindictive  retaliation.  They  still  continued  theii  depredations 
....  and  he  was  constantly  in  danger  of  losing  his  cattle  and 
of  being  murdered  by  them  ....  he  had,  for  a  few  years  past, 
tried  what  might  be  done  by  cultivating  peace  with  them,  .  .  . 
This  plan  was  to  keep  .T  flock  of  goats  to  supply  the  Bushman 
with  food  in  seasons  of  great  want,  and  occasionally  to  give 
them  other  little  presents  :  by  which  means  he  not  only  kept  on 
friendly  terms  with  them,  but  they  became  very  serviceable  in 
taking  care  of  his  flocks  in  dry  seasons.  He  said,  that  on  such 
occasions,  when  there  was  no  pasturage  on  his  own  farm,  he  was 
accustomed  to  give  his  cattle  entirely  into  the  hands  of  the  chief 
of  a  tribe  who  lived  near  him,  and  after  a  certain  period  they 
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Both  Thompson  and  Phihp  who  went  through  the 
old  fiushman  country  in  ,823  and   ,825  speak  of   he 
genera,  disappearance  of  their  kraals,   'no'  douh 
xn,c.onof  the  race  was  partly  brought  about  by 
^    ir   be,ng    dnven    from    their   fountains    and   the 
more  hab.table  parts  of  the  country  to  mere  deser 
wastes   or   mountain    fastnesses    where   penury       d 
suffcrmg  must  have  put  an  end  to  the  existence  of 
many.     I„  some  districts  also  they  were  e.  os"  d  to 

selves,  by  the,r  savage  resolution   to  slaughter  their 
ch.ldren  rather  than  leave  them  to  be  captK -es  of  the 
Boers,  helped    in    the   extermination   of   their   race 
Some  rna„,,, hem  seem  to  have  found  refuge 
■n  the  then  unknown  .solitudes  of  the  Kalahari  desert 
and  wandering  couples  of  them.  puny,  yellow-faced' 
and  w.zened,  and  steatopygous  as  ever   were  occa 
s.onally  met  with  by  the  Canadian  soldiers  who  Jent 
to  the  relief  of  Mafeking. 

The  question  of  the  Eastern  frontier  was  a  much 
more  difficult  one  to  settle.  There  the  colonists  were 
confronted  by  the  Kosa-Kaffir  tribes,  a  warlike  Ic" 
well    organised    under   their   hereditary  chiefs,   and 

voi.  i.  p.  394  ;  also  Pringle's  ZrX pM  "^'^'"'°-'««>'1. 
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numbering,  according  to  Brownlee's  estimate,  about 
1 30,000. 

The  Kaffir  is  a  term  sometimes  used  to  include  all 
the  Bantu  tribes  living  along  the  east  coast  of  Africa, 
from  the  Kosas  to  the  Zulus  and  Swazis,  though  at 
that  time  it  was  generally  applied  by  the  colonists 
only  to  the  neighbouring  tribes  of  the  Kosas  and 
Tembus,  or  Tambookies,  as  they  are  styled  in  the 
old  books.  The  Kaffirs  were  a  very  fine  specimen  of 
a  savage  race,  tall,  wcll-rnade,  muscular  figures,  every 
motion  full  of  grace,  the  countenance  alert  and  cheer- 
ful, wi*h  features  often  of  a  high  Asiatic  type,  and 
seldom  marked  by  the  thick  protruding  lips  or 
flattened  nose  of  the  negro.  The  men  are  trained  for 
war,  hunting  and  the  care  of  cattle,  vhile  the  women 
cultivate  the  ground,  planting  the  millet,  maize, 
pumpkins,  &c.  The  Western  Kaffir,  unless  excited 
by  what  he  considered  an  outrage,  was  neither  a 
bloodthirsty  nor  an  aggressive  neighbour  to  the  white 
man.  In  the  old  days  the  Boers  of  the  Sneeuwberg, 
who  were  the  best  class  of  vee-boer,  gave  the  Kaffirs 
an  excellent  character  in  reply  to  the  inquiries  of 
Dr.  Vanderkemp,  then  on  his  way  to  his  first  mission 
in  Kaffirland,'  and  the  Amakosa  chiefs,  at  least,  even 
when  quarrelling  among  themselves,  did  not  exhiDit 
anything  of  that  ferocious  temper  which  distinguished 
the  sanguinary  rulers  of  the  Zulus.  Their  chiefs  and 
1  Evangelical  Magazine,  vol.  8,  p.  74. 
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councillors  were  often  men  of  uncommon  capacity 
and  elevated  mind,  but  as  a  nation  their  relLTo  s 
-n-^fnct  took  unclean  forms  of  witchcra  '  n" 
orgiasfc  tnbal  rites,  under  cover  of  which  blood  was 
often  sed.  Not  unfre.uently,  after  oein,  tutored 
and  made  conv.rts  of  by  the  missionaries,  they  would 

ol  rr  "^°'"'=°''  ^'°"^-^'-^^  -P"'-  ">  the 
nocturnal  dance  and  orgy,  and  the  chief,  e.en  when 

he     encouraged     and     protected      the     missionary 

generally   took   care   to    set   the   latter's    hut   at    a' 

.nhab,t.d        The    variety    of    features    and    colour 

Mongst  them  seem  to  indicate  a  certain  mixture;; 
race,  perhaps  something  of  the  Arab  at  one  eno  and 
a  dash  of  the  equatorial  negro  at  the  other 

T.ey  were  acute  judges  of  the  character  of  white 

men  and  knew  the  difference  at  once  between  a 
Vanderkemp  and  a  Williams,  good  as  both  were  in 
-e,r  way  Some  of  the  missionaries  were  very  plai-, 
n>en  of  l.ttle  education,  and  less  able  indeed  touke 
phdosoph,cal  survey  of  the  Kaffir  and  his  ways  than 
he  Kaffir  was  of  them  and  theirs,  a  fact  which  the 

not  f        n""""'^   '"°""'^    '""■^'    occasionallv 
allow   for.     One    of   these    worthy   men,    who    was 

v-t.ng  Ndlambe-s  dwelling,  finding  no  c^air  to  Tse 

sat  down  on  a  large  pumpkin  which  was  lyin.  near' 

-ant.  no  doubt,  .or  Ndlambe's  dinner,  and  found  to 

h.s  surpnse  that  his  action  was  "  regarded  as  a  gilt 
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breach  of  good  manners"  by  the  whole  ...sembly. 
"  For,"  said  one  ol  them,  "  we  eat  the  ipuzi,  and  not 
sit  upon  it."  The  Kaffir  had  high  notions  of  his  own 
about  etiquette,  even  if  he  could  not  control  himself 
at  the  sight  of  beads  and  brass  buttons. 

But  in  the  eyes  of  the  colonists  the  most  important 
point  about  the  Kaffir  was  that  he  was  a  "  rievcr,"  as 
the  Scots  used  to  say,  as  inveterate  a  cattlc-hfter  as 
any  Donald  Bean  Lean  of  the  Highland  hills.     How 
much  of  this  was  natural  propensity  and  how  much 
was  a  spirit  of  revenge  on  the  part  of  tribes  like  the 
Imidange   fo'    the   wrongs   they   had   suffered,  .t  is 
impossible  now  to  say.     Even  the  missionaries  take 
little  or  no   notice,  only  Vandcrkcmp  once,  of  the 
local   hates  and  specific  vengeances  on  the  Border. 
At  any   rate   Thompson   quotes  James    Prmgle   of 
Glen  Lyr  Jen  to  the  effect  that  the  exposed  Scotch 
settlement  there  found  both  the  Boers  and  Kaffirs 
very  recent  neighbours,  and  had  hardly  lost  a  hoof 
from   the   latter.     I    am  inclined  to  think  that  the 
mischief  in  ordinary  times  came,  in  a  great  measure 
from   a  long-drawn   series    of   raids,  reprisals    and 
counter-reprisals,    the   true    history    of    which    was 
known  only  to  the  frontier  Boer  and  the  Kaffir  them- 
selves.    Pringle's  pen-portrait  of  the  Kaffir  rievcr  is 
probably  a  fair  representation  of  his  history  : 

Lo  !  where  he  crouches  by  the  deugh's  dark  side, 
Eyeing  the  farmer's  lowing  herds  afar 
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Imp.-„icn,  «a,chinff  till  ,hc  Evening  Star 

L   ulfnn    ,heT„ili,h,.,in,..ha,h.„,ayKlide 
L  ke  p„„,he.  ,„  ,„.  p,ey.     \v„h  frcelK,rn  p  de 

ruc.,«,,un,l_|„„|„„nishc.,f„rwar 
•^assoKa,and,a,Kcofl,uffai„-hidc. 
fe.s;,R„„ber?_True;i,Kas.rifc 

Thc.j,ten,  of  reprisals  which  had   been  adopted 
■rum      a     farmer,     he      went     r,„t 

nemselves.     Th,s  was  quite  right  according  to  Kaffir 
eas,  an     would  not.  on  ordinary  occasion  .  g  ve  rS 

o    trouole;    but    sometimes,  of   course,   i      ,ed      ! 
ci'.'^putes,  and  when,  for  other  reasons  fh     r 
the   Kaffirs  had   been  excited       dr^l^t';;^ 
w.nd,  a  refusal  to  give  compensation  fo    s  J  n  „  1^ 

-  Kaffirs  had  been  great  ^^ Z:!;'^^ 
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authorities  would  obtain  |)crmission  to  call  out  a  large 
commando  of  biirfjhers  and  make  reprisals.  It  may 
have  been  hard  to  distir.ijuish  sometimes,  but  it  seems 
certain  that  inoffensive  kraals  were  occasionally 
attacked  and  their  inhabitants  shot  down  during  such 
expeditions.'  Under  such  a  system  there  would 
certainly  be  abuses,  and  it  was  difficult  to  decide  who 
was  the  original  wrong-doer.  In  earlier  times  the 
Boer  might  have  had  some  advantage  in  this  warfare 
—hen  the  usr  of  the  commando  was  under  less  strict 
regulations,  and  I'ringle,  who  was  on  the  spot,  is  clear 
that  he  was  still  the  aggressor  in  the  years  i820-lS.T5.' 
On  the  other  hand,  some  years  later,  when  the  Kaffirs 
had  been  thoroughly  irritated  by  the  loss  of  their 
lands,  there  is  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Boyce,  the 
Wesleyan  missionary,  Mr.  Davies,  the  Baptist  mis- 
sionary, and  Mr.  Bonatz,  the  Moravian  missionary,' 
U)  show  that,  in  the  matter  of  raiding,  the  Kaffir  had 
become  the  gainer  and  generally  the  assailant. 

In  these  later  years  the  condition  of  the  frontier 
Beers  had  improved  greatly,  both  in  a  moral  and 
economic  sense.  The  British  immigration  had  made 
tlio  eastern  districts  populous  and  civilised.     Graaff- 

'  See  Pringle,  Nurni/i-v,  p.  312,  and  particularly  p.  353. 

'  /(feni.  p.  311.  Secalsothe  A't'ficr/s  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Inquiry^  quoted  by  Prinyle,  in  Parliamentary  Prpers  for  1837, 
Nos.  282,  300,  371,  444,  .ind  No.  584,  for  -830. 

3  See  Boyce's  Notes  on  South  Africa^  Appendi.\,  and  Miss. 
Reg.  January,  1837. 
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Ri--i"ct  village,   tthich,  ,„   the   ,hv.  of  u 
si-tf(l   nf    -.    f  •     '   in<^   'ln>s  of  Harrow,  con- 

and  beloved  bv  -.11  .-h     "^'"''"""' "  "^an  respected 
by  all  classes,  says  the  same  authority 

Ho  t;^t7h"  "^''' '""  '^^'■'^"'"^ "'"  "^--'"j- 

;"fX,:;:s^— --^^^^^^^^ 

amongst  them  «-ho  looked  w  th  '""'"  '"'■■" 

«„»!,  1  J  '"  favour  even  on  th.^ 

Bethelsdorp   mission    for   Hottentots.     The   av  r le 
^■Pe  .as  probably  -i.e  ,>rin,le's  ac.naintance  f 

■irewd,    easy-gomfx     Boer,    of    primitivo     m 

b-'iic.     1  tiey  had  grown  opulent  ton 

in  many  cases,  and  th-re  was  nn  h  ' 

'he   Kaffir  kraals   to  re  ouT  ,  e,  '  ^"".'"r""""  '" 

valuable  breed  of  cattle  crC"""^''"-^^"^^ 

'  "'"'"'  ^■■^'■'■'■"'"' '""'  W/-  AM,,,  p.  ,8. 
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Expulsion  of  Makoma  from  the  Kat  River— The  Hottentot 
Settlement  there— Further  E>;pulsion  of  Makoma  from  the 
Tyumie— The  Kaffir  War  of  1834-183;— Sir  Benjamin 
D'Urban's  Policy  of  At  nexation— I-ord  Glenelg's  Policy  of 
Withdrawal -Attitude  of  the  Wesleyan  Missionaries-The 
Great  Trek  Begifts. 

Besides  the  question  of  reprisals  and  the  laws   to 
be  used  in  following  the  spoor,  there  was  also  the 
question  of  a  frontier   1-':      'o  be  considered.     The 
re-occupation  of  the  old    Neutral   Territory   by  the 
new  settlements  of  the  Boers  at  the  Koonap,  and  the 
British  immigrants  in  the  coast  district  on  the  one 
side,  and   by    Makoma  at   the   Kat  River,  and   the 
Gunukwebes   and  other   Kaffirs    farther   south,  had 
brought  both  sides  again  into  close  contact.     In  the 
south  matters  went  on  peaceably  enough  between  the 
British  settlers  and  the  Gunukwebes,  the  latter  and 
their  chief,  Pato,  being  under  the  influence  of  Mr. 
Shaw,  the  Wesleyan  missionary ;  but  farther  north, 
where  Makoma's  kraals  lay  opposite  the  Boer  settle- 
ments at  the  Koonap,  there  was  the  usual  crop  of 
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d.sputes  and  depredatfons.  There  is  the  usual 
obscunty  as  to  who  were  the  rea.  aggressors.  PrinTJ 
holrvednght  on  the  spot  in  these  years  (, 830- : 83  ' 
regards  the  whole  affair  as  a  deep-iaid  co.binat  ' 
between  Lord  Charles  and  the  Boers  to  goad  Makom^ 
nto  reprisals  and  then  oust  hi.  fro/the  te  r  o" 
heoccup,eci.and  he  supports  his  view  by  referc  c  s 
tc^S-r  Rurane  Donkin's  pa.phlet  and  the  Con^ni  ^ 

--othhitte;o;^;:Ls:r:::?L;:^,f:t 

very  prone  to  ,00k  for  a  reasonable  side  in  h  s  policy 
On  th    „,,^^  ,^^^  ^^  ^^^^_  ^^^  ^^^  poh  y. 

other  opinions.' 

Jd'cha"r'  "'"?"  ""  ^"'^""^  *f>^  °'d  one. 
Lord  Charles  was  doing  his  best  for  the  white 
colonists,  and  especially  for  the  Boers,  on  th       ro  J 

fr:  d  Th""'  °'  'T '"'''°'  ^'^'■'"^  °^  ^'^^^ 

^  h  10  ao  ,t  with   the  minimum  of  violence 

.akef::-  lictif  i^{r.,etir;  r-  '■  ^"-  "^-  ^-' 

Somerset's  administration,  o'nt  t  Ls  "'""."^   "'   ^''^'' 

Cole,  some  chapters  farthe   on'  °""'  °^  ^'^  ^"'"y 
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and  bloodshed  possible  in  the  circumstances.  There 
was  very  little  indeed  of  the  latter  ;  and  his  action 
was  to  some  extent  justified  by  the  necessity  of  a 
secure  frontier. 

It  must  be  kept  in  mind,  of  course,  that  Makoma 
and  the  other  Kaffir  chiefs  now  held  their  lands  in 
the  Ceded  Territory  on  sufferance  :  but  that  territory 
had  been  ceded  in  order  to  form  a  neutral  belt  of 
land  between  the  two  races,  and  they  not  unnaturally 
thought  they  had  a  good  moral  right  to  reoccupy 
their  side  of  it,  at  least,  when  the  colonists  began  to 
occupy  the  other.  But  it  was  a  poor  tenure  for  the 
native  to  hold  his  ground  on  against  the  white  race. 
In  1829,  Makoma  had  a  quarrel  with  a  vagrant  band 
of  Tembus  who  had  settled  near  him,  and  drove 
them  over  the  frontier  into  the  Tarka  district.  The 
Governor,  then  Sir  Lowry  Cole,  took  this  occasion 
of  expelling  Makoma  and  his  people  from  the  Kat 
River,  forcing  them  to  retire  to  the  Tyumie,  farther 
east. 

And  now  the  Colonial  Government  carried  into 
effect  a  project  which  Philip,  Pringle  and  other 
philanthropists  had  advocated  for  some  years,  that 
of  planting  a  settlement  of  free  Hottentots  on  lands 
of  their  own,  as  some  compensation  to  that  down- 
trodden and  dispossessed  race.  The  land  which 
Makoma  had  vacated  at  the  Kat  River  was  accord- 
ingly   granted    to    a    community    of   Hottentots,   a 
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number  of  whom  came  from  the  Bethelsdorp  and 
Th  OH  stations  of  the  London  Missionary  So'ciety. 
tu  ned  r"  ""-^''=">' "-bared  over  5.000.  and 
turned  out  very  successful,'  although  Dr  Theal  nuts 

some  very  debatable  .nd  conjectural  mat^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
Its  lo>alty  even  mto  his  Index 

ane  ,  .ho,  be.ng  mostly  stationed  in  Kaffirland,  were 

Makoma  fron.  the  Kat  River  valley  which  was  the 
;t  ""!  -^^  "^-^  Kaffir  war  which  broke  out  in  .834 
The  origin   of  that  war  is   usually  attributed  to  a 

uarre  over  a  patrol  in  quest  of  stolen  cattle,  but  i 
.squ.te  clear   that   the  Kaffirs  did  not  regad  1 

hem  and  in  conformity  with  their  own  usages      But 
hey  had  grown  very  sensitive  on  the  subjec    of  the 

was  hat  the  Government  should  yield  to  the  frontier 
Boers  demand  for  expansion  at  the  expense Tf^" 
heathen  neighbour  Pringle  in  1  ^L  5^  1^ 
has  a  poem  wh.ch  represents  the  feelintr  of  th 
Hottentot  settlement  at  the  Kat  River  Z^',^ 
that  some  day  the  Kosa-Kaffir  would  make  ar 
attempt  to  regain    his  former  territory  theTe     T^e 


1 '  I' 


296         BRITAIN'S  TITLE  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA  XVI 


!? 


verses  are  supposed  to  be  uttered  by  a   Hottentot 
widow,  crooning  to  her  baby  : 

To  Kosa  from  Luheri  high 

Looks  clown  upon  our  lUvullinj; : 
And  shakes  his  vengeful  assegai— 

Unto  his  clansmen  telling 
How  he,  for  us,  by  grievous  wrong. 

Hath  lost  those  fertile  valleys  ; 
And  boasts  that  now  his  hand  is  strong 

To  pay  the  debt  of  malice  : 
But  sleep,  my  child  ;  a  mightier  arm 
Shall  shield  ihee  (helpless  one  !)  from  harm. 

Stephen  Kay,  the  VVesleyan  missionary,  also  de- 
scribes the  excitement  at  Hintsa's  kraals  east  of  the 
Kei  River,  when  they  heard  of  the  expulsion  of 
Makoma.  "  Amakosinia  is  dead,"  they  said,  "  it  is 
high  time  to  kill  every  man  and  every  Hottentot  in 
it,  Hintza's  men,  and  Gaika's  men,  and  Ndlambe's 
men  are  all  one!"' 

But  the  fact  is  that  the  Wesleyan  missionaries  felt 
very  strongly  on  the  expulsion  of  Makoma  from  the 
Kat  River  and  the  consequent  ruin  of  their  mission 
station  there,  and  did  not  quite,  like  Pringle,  consider 
it  atoned  for  by  the  substitution  of  a  Hottentot  settle- 
ment with  a  London  Society  mi^ssionary  in  charge. 
They  resented  somewhat  also  Dr.  Philip's  parleyings 
with  Kaffir  chiefs,  and  his  ?ppearance  along  with 
Read  in  Kaffirland,  which  they  considered  as  their 
■   Tmvcls  and  Researclies,  p.  306. 
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pecu,  sphere  of  influence.  Mr,  «„yce,  particularly, 
a  l.ttle  heated  on  the  subject  and  writes:  ••  Th 

nterfe.ence  of  Dr.  Phihp  was  not  warranted  by  any 
extens,vem,ss.onary  connection  with  that  country" 
Ihe    ac    ,s  that  the  authority  and  influence  which 

la      use    rT  '"'   '"'"'''  "^'-'  ^°—  t° 

::;:hth?Kith:;fr 

from  IfJ"?  p""  "■'"  '''^  '^'^'^"''^'■°"  °^  Makoma 
from  the  Kat  R.ver  no  disturbance  took  place,  and 

Kali   T  ."■"'^    ""^  ^"''""^    ™---    -^'^''o-   .-n 
K  ffirland  and  on  the  frontier,  the  Moravian  brother 

H  Iter  at  Sh.loh,  Shaw  and  the  Wesleyans  at  VVesley- 
v.i.e   and    Mount   Coke,   the   London    Society  men 
Brownlee  and  Kayser  at   the  Buffalo  River,  report' 
nothn,,  but  prosperity  and   peaceful  prospects.     A 
Shaw   afterwards   explained,  though   they   had    fZ 
quently  heard  threats,  they  though!  it  on^t       ide" 
boastmgs  of  the  young  warriors.     At   a„v  rate    he 
fact  remams  that    it    was    not   till    a    new    act    of 
aggression    had    been    committed    by   the    Colonial 
Government   that   the    Kosa-Kaffirs   took   up   a " 
agamst  the  Colony.  ^ 

In    ,833   Lieut-Colonel   Wade,   who   was  Acting- 

a  dht  ;        ''"'"   D-Urban,  ordered  Makoma 

and  h,s  people  to  retire  across  the  Tyumie.    The  head 
waters  of  the  Tyumie  had  been  hfs  father  Ga  ka 
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favourite  residence,  and  was  specially  exempted  from 
the  cession  of  territory  made  by  Gaika  in  1819. 
Colonel  Napier  somewhere  in  hh  Exairswiis  in  South 
Africa  eloquently  describes  the  blue  Tyumic  hills 
with  the  rich  masses  of  foliage  in  the  valley  and  the 
river  winding  like  a  silver  thread  between,  a  kind  of 
scenery  which  the  Kaffir,  who  is  allowed  to  have  an 
eye  for  that  sort  of  thing,  loved  to  look  upon. 

Colonel  Wade's  act  did  not  pass  unchallenged  by 
the  Radical  party  at  Capetown.  Mr.  Fairbairn,  in 
the  South  African  Advertiser,  declaimed  indignantly 
against  it  as  a  measure  designed  to  satisfy  "  the 
covetousness  of  some  individuals  by  new  grants  of 
land  "  ;  and  in  the  same  paper  a  letter  dictated  by 
Makoir  i  himself  appeared  in  which  the  chief  made 
a  strong  protest  against  the  treatment  he  was  receiv- 
ing, i  dc  not  propose  to  guarantee  the  correctness 
of  all  his  statements,  but  perhaps  it  is  only  fair  to 
hear  the  Kaffir  chief's  version  as  well  as  Dr.  Theal's. 

As  I  ;md  my  people  have  been  driven  b.ick  over  the  Chumie 
River  without  being  informed  why,  I  should  be  glad  to  know 
from  the  Go\ernment  what  evil  we  have  done  ?  I  was  only  told 
that  we  must  retire  over  the  Chumie,  but  for  what  reason  I  was 
not  informed.  Both  Stockenstrom  and  Somerset  agreed  that  I 
and  my  people  should  live  west  of  the  Chumie,  as  well  as  east 
of  it,  without  being  disturljed.  When  shall  I  and  my  people 
be  able  to  get  rest  ? 

When  my  father  was  living  he  reigned  over  the  whole  land 
from  the  Kish  River  to  the  Kei  ;  but  since  the  day  he  refused  to 
help  the  Boors  againsi  the  English,  he  has  lost  more  than  the 
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one  half  of  his  country  by  them      Mv  f  ,1, 
friend  of  the   Eniflish  r  ^  "'"  "'■'''  ■'''*''>-^  "ic  best 

by  them.  '■'''''  ''overnmcnt,  al,hou,..h  he  was  a  loser 

land.  ...  '"'   "<=  ™""'"  l'^).  but  also  of  our  corn 

River."'  I' uf^r"/  "■■"'  ■">•  P-P'e  west  of  the  Chumie 

b.^ve  returned^'hrLttZT;:.  '""'  '""'  ""^  ™"'"- "  ' 
which  the  people  of  olhe  t,'  .  k  ™  "'"  '"'"""'^  "'"■•""'^ 
my  brotherV^ii  .l^ almost  „t^™  ''"''"■  ^"  '^""'  '  -<» 
'i™  in-  '  am  also  muchl",r, '"""''*' '"^  ™^  ^■•""'•'  '" 
sometimes  spoken  a,"  „s  me  1  /  ""t  ""=  '"'^<^  ^'■-«" 
commandos  come  info  "h  s  countrv  7  ',"""  "■="  '"  ""'">■ 
and  kill  our  people  with^rsuTc^;^  ^eltl;^!"^  ^™^  "^  -""= 

decide;    but   what  is   r\    °"  ™'' "  '^  "°t  «asy  to 

farmer  and  a  scuffle  with  a  :.ih-ta..y  p.Z,  ' 

^-3^8  the  o,d  chief  Gai.ahadX,,:Uco,d 

402,  40J.  =    ''^cnts,    Chap,    xsn,.,    pp. 
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barbarian,  of  whom  Vaiulcrkemp  once  "had  hopes." 
Stephen  Kay,  who  is  a  mn  t  useful  man  for  the  de- 
scription of  Kaffir  superstitions,  and  had,  in  fact,  a 
peculiar  turn  fur  describing  these  "  dark  abomina- 
tions "  of  the  heathen,  gives  a  weird  account  of  the 
last  days  of  Gaika.  As  he  drew  near  his  end,  the 
superstition^  of  his  fathers  greu'  strong  on  him,  and 
he  rose  from  his  mat  and  danced  wildly  before  his 
wizards  and  soothsajers  in  the  hope  of  scaring  away 
the  demon  of  death,  and  one  of  his  sons  under 
similar  influences,  for  the  death  of  a  great  chief  is  a 
soul-stirring  event  amongst  the  Kaffirs,  sacrificed  a 
wife  of  his  father's,  who  was  supposed  to  be  using 
evil  enchantments  against  the  old  king.  "  So 
precarious,"  remarks  Kay,  "  is  the  tenure  of  life 
where  Paganism  is  predominant."  Yet  there  were 
such  things  as  the  execution  of  the  twenty  Salem 
witches  in  godly  New  England  under  Cotton  Mather. 
Gaika's  dusky  Kaffir  conscience  is  almost  un- 
analysable to  the  European,  but  he  had  evidently 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  British  Government, 
with  all  its  vacillations  and  mistakes,  was  the  best 
friend  the  native  races  had,  and  he  died  recom- 
mending his  sons  with  his  last  b.-eath  "  to 
hold  fast  the  word  of  peace  with  the  English." 
Makoma  had  perhaps  tried  to  follow  his  father's 
advice,  Pringle  ana  Fairbairn  evidently  think  so,  and, 
I   must  say,  his  quiet  submission  to  expulsions  and 
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^s  exou    •     T"^  ''"'  '^^•"-  --h  irritate  ,  by 
h.s  expu,s,on  from  the  west  bank  of   the   Tyumie 

Makomas  own  country  as  far  at  least  as  the  Ga.a 
He  was  now  the  most  powerful  chief  on  the  Korde^' 

chief   of   the    Amakosas.    1   Z^Zr:;":' 
Gunukwebes.  though  the  mass   oflr^.^'^nS 

The   immediate   occasion   of    the   war   «..= 
shooting  on   the   nart  nf   ,        r.  '°™° 

-•^'n/of  a  chLnt:e:b:  ?.:;:?'  ^"^'^^ 
ready  and  the  night  following  sigt,  2:;  Te/r 
country  told   that  the  Amakosas  were  rising.     Ten 

Z^T  r ""  '''''"''''•  •^^'^•-- '-  o 

n7 the  f  T  """"^  '■"^•^''-■^  ^'-  Colony,  burn- 
mg  the  arm-houses  and  driving  off  the  cattle  as  far 
west  as  Ui-tenhage.  Considering  its  vast  dimens  o  s 
however,  the  raid  was  not  so  destructive  to  life  "1* 
might  have  been  exoectpH  T  . 
Dutch  .nH  p  ,  K  ■^P""'''''-  Twenty-two  farmers, 
D  tch  and  English,  were  murdered,  but  women  and 
children  were  allowed   to  go   untouched,  and   evL 
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protected.  Oi'  the  numerous  traders  in  Knffirland, 
ten  were  s:aiii  ;  but  the  missionaries  all  found 
protection  amonjjst  various  chiefs,  or  were  allowed  to 
escape  to  the  Colony.  The  distant  missions  amongst 
the  Amatembu  and  Amapondo  tribes  were  un- 
molested.' Hut  the  raid  brought  much  loss  arid 
misery  to  the  colonists.  In  Grahnmstown  alone  there 
were  nearly  2,000  destitute  refugees. 

The  issue  of  the  war,  of  course,  was  never  doubt- 
ful. A  strong  force  took  the  field,  ultimately  under 
the  command  of  the  Governor  himself.  Sir  Benjamin 
D'Urban.  It  was  a  difficult  and  costly  campaign,  the 
Kaffirs  declining  to  fight  on  open  ground  and  retiring 
to  strongholds  in  the  bush  from  which  it  was  not  easy 
to  dislodge  them.  But  ultimately,  after  the  de.ith  of 
Chief  Hintsa,  who  was  slain  under  somewhat  doubtful 
circumstances,  his  son  Kreli  and,  some  months  later, 
the  other  chiefs  submitted. 

And  now  for  a  moment  it  seemed  as  if  the  ever- 
lasting problem  of  a  Border  policy  was  to  be  solved. 
Sir  Benjamin  announced  a  new  and  bold  policy  of 
annexation.  The  eastern  boundary  of  the  Colony  was 
to  be  extended  to  the  Kei  River,  and  the  Kosa  tribes 
on  this  side  of  'X  were  to  be  brought  under  the  British 
law,  such  of  them  at  any  rate  as  would  peaceably 
acknowledge  British  authority  ;  their  chiefs  were  to 
be  controlled  by  resident  agents  and  were  to  be  kept 
'  See  Missionary  Register^  1836,  p.  66. 
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->^m,n  built  and  ,arWso,,.,,.u^,,^^,,;'''':'^    Sir 
the   district.      A    con«,VI      ,  >  "'"'■'™i  I'omts  i„ 

'-'too.consi.tL;rn;^''";'-''^'hene. 

-"--tbet.e.i.,:^;,^;:;;'^'""'^'^^'''^^ 

was  to  be  distributcl  „  ''''"""  '^'^•^■'■s. 

''"-»boMpo^;':7'^^'''7«-''- Zionists: 

P°;;"'--SirHenja.i,.0'j;^^:'"""^    '^'-    - 
"Ut  however  a<rri.,.-.i  i    .■ 

^-he.o,nier;:;;:;:tr'""^^°^"'-^'— 

South  African  arrair;,;,;^;:::;-"'^^'''«"encc  in 

°-  or  .ikeiy  to  have  ,oo„  resu    .  .n  J;^""V'^  '"'' 
necessarily  be  by  armed   ,„^-    .     '    "'^""^''^  ^^ 't  must 

•on.  considered  as  tlei  1,  /  '^;:'-^  ""^  ^'«'«-  had 
«r.John  Philip,  threw  bim:,r  ,?:;--»--  -'- 
Y^r  as  he  had  done  into  that  o  th  u  """  °'  "'^■ 
along  with  Fairbairn,  of  the  r  "'"'"'' ^"<' 

^W...//...,  headed  a  smal    bit      T"""   ^""""-'-W 
opposed  Sir  benjamin's  poL;        """'"'  '^^«>'  "'^o 

best  course  to   ..,sure   att     ,•  ^^'     °^  "^'^  ^ery 

^'- Home  Governrnj;         n\"   '''•-■■-   rrom 
'^king  with  him  two    pett,    Tf  °'"  '°  ''"^"''"^' 
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missi'^n,  and  had  laboured  as  a  missionary  assistant 
for  many  years  at  his  father's  kraal  near  the  Buffalo 
River.'     The    other   was   a    very    intelliRent    Gona 
Hottentot.       With    these    interesting    specimens   of 
the    native   he   went  on   a   tour   through    England, 
attracting,  of  course,  crowds  of  (jcople  and  exciting 
great  enthusiasm.     It  seems  to  have  been  very  dif- 
ferent from  Kicherer's  exhibition  of  his  poor,  modest 
half-breed  Hottentots,  singing  hymns  and  undergoing 
catechism   in   the   doctrines.     The  Kaffir  chief   has 
great  dignity  of  bearing  and  a  capacity  for  appreciat- 
ing the  sentiments  and  ideas  of  a  civilised  race.     It 
was  easy  to  impress  the  British  public  with  the  in- 
justice of  treating  such  men  as  intractable   savages 
and  beyond  the  pale  of  law.     Tshatshu  and  Andries 
got  evening  coats  made  for  them,  sat  gravely  through 
solemn    dinners   at    the    houses    of  pt^sicl  i  ts    and 
patronesses  of  the  Philanthropic  Societies  and  were 
the  lions  of  a  season.     More  serious  still,  they  were 
called  upon  to  give  evidence  before  a  committee  o( 
the  House  of  Commons  then  considering  the  question 
of  natives  in  the  British  colonies. 

1  have  no  doubt  Dr.  Theal  is  right  in  thinking 
that  the  appearance  made  by  the  chiefs  had  a  con- 
siderable effect  on  the  Government,  but  mainly 
becau.se  the  spirit  of  the  time  and  the  mind  ol 
Lord  Glenelg,  formerly  the  Hon.  Charles  Grant,  thcr 
I  His  father  had  refused  to  join  Makoma  in  the  recent  war. 


XVI 


«K'TA.N.S  T,TLE  ,S  SOUTH  AKKICA 


305 
secretary  for  the  colonies  a„-l  •.  n       • 
•"^P'-st,  .ere  already  .st:„;;L   ,-  ^aT"""'/""''"- 
expansive  policy  and  full  J'  "^"  """■ 

LordGien;,,.hUit  :;r""'""''^"^'^" 

«enjamin  Durban's  po,  cy  u  "  T""'  "'  ^" 
Benjamin  that  the  o  i J"  '^'  <=°"'P'»'"«=d  to  Sir 

had  not  been  mule  'ffi  T"  °'  ""^  '^'''"'^  -'■'' 
clearer,  probably  t,;;:""?'  ='^»^  '"  "-■  (^'o 
Theal's  pages)     He        I      r        '°  ^'^''^  "=•>'  '"   ^^r. 

0^  Which  iLSsTa^:::t--.--"i"-'ce 

c'ared  that  a  conquest  'esuj^  !         """"'  ^"'  ''=■ 
-  far  as  he  could  julH  Z  '  '"'  '"  "•'^'■^''' 

the  conquered    must   K  °"  ""^  ^''^"^  "f 

Hutrea,  must   be   renounced     Th„       i     • 

must  be  recalled  to  the  K       j  '"e   colonists 

TyumieKi..,^rLr;'r;?:rr^" 

'"   '8<9.     Treaties  were  to  be       /         '  ^"'"'■■'■^« 

chiefs  and  they  alone  ,.^::.^'''=  7  V''^^^'"^ 
iteration  of  stoien  cattle  r!.  ^  ""'  "'  '"^  '"'  ^'-'■ 
cease,  and  the  law  of  r  m     ^"''^'''"'y  ^^'^^  -ere  to 

-..erthestri:t:;u.i,;:;r^-''-p-- 

• -ent  With  cSa  :;'  '^  '^°"'^>''  "'-  "ot  incon- 

-'Har^e  and  libtrcwr °?r '■"■^'  '^""^''' 
Kaffirland  this  side  the  Kei      2  J':  rT'"'"'"  °^ 

"-   -ant  the   immediate   pti^ro^  T'  ''" 
-ongst  the  colonists,  and  the  p      pi;    '^"'^  °^  " 

'—P  and  his  party.  o;.r:C;:;^ 
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complete  partition.  Such  a  policy  was  certain  to 
make  the  Kaffir  hopeless  and  desperate,  to  impoverish 
him  and  drne  him  back  on  the  territories  already  oc- 
cupied by  other  Kaffir  tribes  further  east,  and  bring 
about  exterminating  wars  both  with  the  colonists  and 
amongst  themselves.  That  meant  ruin  to  those  fair 
visions  which  the  evangelical  and  philanthropic  circles 
of  that  time  cheri.shed  of  the  Kaffir,  disciplined  and 
educated,  taking  his  place  amongst  the  redeemed  of 
the  nations. 

But  while  Lord  Glenelg's  policy  was  meant  to  give 
the  Kaffir  a  chantc,  the  prospect  of  a  future,  it  failed 
to  make  any  provision  fo-  ^he  Boer's  desire  and  need 
^i  expansion.  On  this  point  one  of  the  ablest  of 
the  Wesleyan  missionaries,  Mr.  lioyce,  gave  a  very 
clear  exposition  of  the  situation  in  a  pamphlet,  Notes 
on  South  Africa,  which  he  published  in  1839.  On  the 
question  of  the  Border  policy  indeed  the  Wesleyan 
missionaries  generally,  like  those  of  the  Glasgow 
Society,  have  been  represented  by  Dr.  Theal  as  com- 
plete supporters  of  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban  and 
entirely  opposed  in  their  opinions  to  Dr.  Philip  and 
the  missionaries  of  the  London  Society.  This  was 
not  exactly  the  case,  although  it  is  true  that  the 
attitude  of  the  Wesleyan  missionaries  was  pecu- 
liar and  not  very  well  understood  at  the  time, 
especially  by  the  Societies  at  home.  Their  chief 
mission    stations    lay   outside    the    bound.;    of    the 
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■^"'ony  in  Kaffirland  ».,.,.„ 

"ving  beyond  the    ,Vei     ';„  ,    J!  ""°"^-''  ''^'^  Kaffirs 

'hat    these    station.      ,,',,'    ".      "^   ^""'^   "^  <^0">-se 

a"d     prosperous     u,    ..'  '    >   ^    '^"<^h    more    secure 

when    dependent    on  "^h  "'"'         J^'-'sdiction    than 

=*avage  chief.     Thev  J     r  P""'^"""'    Srace    of    a 

'he  services  of  the.t  be  t"        "'  "  '''""'"''  '°  -'-" 
a-hese,  as  soon  :  ;:T\-''-'->   -Hon, 

°^«Ht'»hjustice   and  t       ::::;;  ;^^™P-'oHty 

;-e  ,n  the  habit  of  crossing  i,  ^  cL  '"'':  '''^'"' 
'°  be,  as  they  said  ««  /  "  '°  ^^e  Colony  ni  order 
Hence  M,  Boyce  1  1  ""'  '""''  ""^^  *e  ,a.v. 
-•-■onarics,  Ce  ^T"  'V'^"'  "'"'"^  ^^-'^yan 
--ation,onc«X::;;;7---,reof 

be  no  dispossession  of  H  e   KaT  K      .    '"  ''^°'-"'' 
"fcoionists  on  their  territory^      "     '  ''''  ■""'^--' 

The   attitude   of  the  VVeslevn       ■    ■ 
appreciated  by  none  of  H,  missionaries    uas 

apparently  fal,,::,;-'--  'hat  time.     As 

'he  evangelical  party  a  "th  ""  "  "'"  '"  °'''^"-  '° 

'--'-.iLnir"::°rr?"^- 

J  t.    »itft   t„r    Benjamin 

X    3 
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D'Urban  ;  and  to  the  frontier  Boer  it  meant  nothing 
practical.  It  was  to  clear  up  this  annbiguous  position 
that  Mr.  Hoyce  wrote  his  able  review  of  South 
African  affairs  at  this  time,  in  which  he  pointed  out 
clearly  the  real  character  of  the  problem  the  Govern- 
ment had  to  deal  with.  The  trekking  habits  of  the 
IJocr,  he  stated,  arising  "  in  part  from  the  influence 
of  natural  causes,"  made  territorial  expansion  inevit- 
able, and  this  expansion  if  conducted  by  private 
individuals,  free  from  all  legal  control,  was  sure  to 
prove  injurious  to  the  native  tribes,  to  the  trekkers 
themselves,  and  to  the  Colony.  In  his  opinion, 
therefore,  the  Government  had  the  alternative  either 
of  interfering  now  and  preventing  evils  which  must 
arise  from  this  uncontrolled  migration  into  the 
interior,  or  of  interfering  eventually  under  the  most 
unfavourable  circumstances,  after  all  the  mischief 
possible  has  been  effected.  His  idea  was  to  regulate 
the  settlement  of  the  trekking  Boers  in  such  a  way 
that  only  the  unoccupied  lands  of  the  interior  (the 
extent  and  situation  of  which  he  is  at  pains  to 
describe)  would  be  taken  up  without  injury  to  the 
natives.  He  concluded  his  review  with  a  powerful 
appeal  to  the  British  Government  to  recognise  and 
accept  at  once  the  responsibilities  which  must 
eventually  devolve  upon  it. 

Duties  of  a  complex  nature  (he  writes),  differing  considerably 
from  the  ordinary  routine  of  official  life,  are  the  result  of  our 
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•"><='-ests,  :,  p„„.e,-  m,Vh,v  fm-         ,       ^""  ''"''  '"  '^eir  future 
'■•"-n  or  fo[  .heir  desLn.n  ""';'""■'' '"•'^^■'"-"- 

^c.entious  and  ,i,„id  men  nS  ''  "'"'  """"-y'  """ 

""'i-taking,  „,e  bene  i^  '    ,       "'""""  '"  ^'-'""^  f™""  'he 
'-n-endous   a   respo  ,  b  ,i      "'      l  ""^^ -™™-red  with  so 

=>«>■-    .   an<l   U.af-.i,     :  ,"    rie""'"  .  ""    '""'"   "■" 

"  -'^  .n  P-tupono  r  pe    :tC.:;,;r   '7  T  "^  '^"P'"' 
"1    'ts   triuniplmnt   march    T        "'^•""'"  »'>eiher  this  power 

influence,or  vhe   ,eru      '  ,      ""'   "'"'"«"    ^"^    -"-ring 

of  Christianity  anc;^.';i::;t::c::::;:::rv'r''"^'"*^ 

nat.ons.      To  adopt  the  r»m  rf,    7  '  '"■"''"'>'  °^  '^^ 

''•'  J^'st  as  it  is  elociuem    n    ,  '"""'  "'  """"^   '"''ilip 

able  Governor  of  ,h  c  '  ^i  7""  '" '  ''"'  '"''''"'  "''" 
cont.nent  of  Africa  a,  ^'r  a"    ho  ,'"  '  >-rs  influence  the 

niakeeveo-tnbetokno;    .rs.  "'''V  '""'""''  "  <""  S™"!. 

'o  -^pecl  ne,vlr,     ,';:''^:  '"  ^-■™'»'  --h  its  own, 

fountains  of  ourrehg"r;i'.i,i"'  T  ™*'"""^=  f™"  •"« 
anes  have  ahead/ d^e  e^'h^,:'"' ^™r-  The  mission- 
only  possible,  but  easy.'  '^  '"■"™  "'"'  ■••"  '"is  is  not 

Mr.     Hoyces     magnattimous     conceptioti     of    an 

Jnhefol;M""""  '"''^'^  '^^''  "■'"•^'^  had  to 
S^o  o      I  :!'^:r  ■■-,  ^^.^'^'^  -■^■•-^  Manche.. 

by  force  o      '  "  °^^  ^  ^"'"  ■'^'""■'>''  ■''"^'  ^'"■^•'^n 

by  force  of  c,rcumsta,x-es   that   the  British  Govern 

-ent  and  people  have  cotne  to  understand  the  respon 
sibthttes  they  assumed  along  with  that  vahnhl  i 

station  at  the  Cane      Tb„  ''"tliat  valuable  naval 

of  Lord  r        ,  ^'''"'  "fi"'"  °'  ^"'thdrawal 

Lord  Glenelg  was  not  to  be  the  last  in  the  history 
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of  British  rule  in  South  Africa.  Hut  even  if  the 
policy  of  Lord  Glenelg  had  been  a  sound  one  in 
itself,  the  time  was  unpropitious  for  carrying  it  into 
effect.  The  Kaffirs  had  been  guilty  of  a  murderous  raid 
on  the  Colony,  and  the  sudden  change  from  a  punitive 
policy  to  one  of  withdrawal  and  concessions  was  sure 
to  be  misunderstood  by  them  and  regarded  as  a  proof 
of  weakness.  The  very  first  year  of  the  new  policy, 
1837,  was  distinguished  by  a  decided  increase  in  the 
amount  of  cattle  stolen  by  Kaffirs  from  the  farmers 
and  on  account  of  the  stringency  of  the  new  laws 
regarding  reprisals  and  the  mode  of  following  the 
spoor,  a  smaller  percentage  of  the.se  could  be 
recaptured.  The  situation  was  undoubtedly  a  difficult 
one,  requiring  some  patience  on  the  part  of  the 
British  and  Dutch  colonists  who  dwelt  near  the 
frontier,  and  perhaps  more  self-restraint  and  subdual 
of  old  Boer  and  Kaffir  habits  than  could  be  expected 
all  at  once,  or  for  many  a  day  yet,  on  the  Border. 
Lord  Glenelg's  policy  of  recognising  the  complete 
independence  of  the  Kaffir  tribes  and  making  treaties 
with  them,  did  not  turn  out  very  successful  even  as 
regards  the  pacification  of  the  Kaffirs  themselves,  and 
eventually,  ten  years  afterwards,  it  was  abandoned 
under  the  administration  of  Sir  Harry  Smith,  who 
advanced  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  Colony  to  the 
Keiskama  and  the  Tyumie  Rivers,  but  made  the 
territory   cist   of    that   a   Kaffir   reserve   under   the 
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British   crown    and    the    control   of  a   British   cor.- 
m.ss.oner,  leaving  to  the  chiefs,  however,  the  -.overn 
-nt  of  their   tribes   in   al,    the  ordin..^  af^;:  ^ 

Lord  Glenels's  poh'cy,  then,  must  be  written  down 
as    unsuccessful,    at    lea='    p=    f,  •.      • 

nnrn...  """    '"'   "■'   immediate 

purpose     was     concerned.      Nevertheless,     however 
much    h,  torians    ,i,e   Dr.  Thea.    ,na,  sneer  at   the 
dea,  I  beheve  that  ,ts  evident  and  undeniable  desire 
o  do  just,ce  to  the  Kaffir  and  ,ive  hi,n  the  chance 
of    a    future    ruu.t,    in    the   end,    have    counted     for 
-someth.ng  ,n  making  British  rule  of  the  native  states 
a  success  and  even  for  so.nething  in  the  e>-es  of  the 
Dutch  who  remained    in    Cape  Colony.     There   are 
a  ures    which   are   as  respectable  in    the  hist  ry 
nations  as  their  successes. 

But  whatever  virtues  might  have  been  supposed  to 
^e  n.  G  enelg's  policy,  the  frontier  Boer  wa.s  Lt  in  a 
-ood  o  wa,t  patiently  for  its  effects.  He  had  no 
sympathy  with  philanthropic  views  regarding  Z 
f-ure  of  the  native  races,  or  with  the  idea  th:t  the 

^^^^s  of  the  Kaffirs  to  the  land  they  dwelt  enough 
to  be  respected.     He  felt  himself  asgrieved  by  the 

pocy  of  Withdrawal,  all  the  more  tCt  the  prL 
ha    been  always  coveting  seemed  at  last  within  his 
grasp.       n  some  ca.ses  he  had  already  built  his  house 
onstructed  h.s  dam  and  planted  his  vineyard  in  the 
new  territory,  when  he  was  recalled  by  the  mand 
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of  the  Hritish  Governmen'..  He  seems  to  have 
judged  also,  and  not  without  reason  apparently,  that 
the  security  of  stock  on  the  frontier  would  be  rather 
less  under  the  new  arrangements  than  it  had  been 
before.  The  announcement  of  the  new  policy  reached 
South  Africa  early  in  1836.  For  six  years  before 
small  parties  of  trekking  Boers  had  been  making 
their  way  into  the  interior,  but  it  was  in  1836  that  the 
"  great  trek  "  began  in  earnest. 

One  fact  speaks  for  itself.  More  than  ninety-eight 
per  cent,  of  the  great  trek,  from  1836  to  1839,  came 
from  the  old  district  of  Graaff-Reinet,  which  had  now, 
however,  harl  three  new  districts,  Uitenhage,  Albany 
and  Somerset,  carVed  out  of  it.  All  the  old  names  of 
the  men  of  Bruintjes  Hoogte,  Bothas,  Krugers, 
Erasmuses,  Jouberts,  Triechards,  are  amongst  the  first 
trckkers.  When  the  e.xample  was  once  set,  the  pastoral 
Boer's  love  of  expansion  and  habit  of  feeling  himself 
overcrowded  when  he  could  see  the  smoke  of  his  neigh- 
bour's chimney,  would  of  itself  have  furnished  many 
followers.  He  was  a  born  trekker  ;  every  year  the  long 
line  of  his  waggons,  wives  and  children  accompanying 
him,  might  be  seen  on  the  way  to  Capetown,  which 
was  500  miles  from  the  frontier,  or  jogging  north,  in  the 
wet  season,  to  the  deserts  of  the  Karoo  then  blossom- 
ing for  a  month  with  wild  flowers  and  pasture.  To 
trek  forth  into  new  lands,  even  if  it  had  inconveniences, 
was  not  quite  the  same  thing  to  him  as  it  would  be  to 
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Natural  Causes  of  the  (".rcat  Trek— Desire  of  the  Migrating 
liocr  to  Escape  from  liritish  Jurisdiction— Stephen  Kay's 
Testimony. 

When  Mr.  Hoyce,  the  VVesleyan  missionary,  writing 
on  the  .spot,  and  from  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
.subject,  spoke  of  the  migration  of  the  Boers  as  "  arising 
in  part  from  natural  causes,"  he  no  doubt  meant  that 
the  Hoer's  need  or  desire  of  expansion  could  find  no 
further  scope  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Colony  after 
Lord  Glenelg's  declaration  of  his  policy.  Under  any 
circumst.inces  perhaps,  it  would  have  proved  a  difficult 
matter  for  the  government  to  keep  up  with  the  growing 
requirements  of  the  Boer  in  a  matter  of  this  kind 
Nothing  .short  of  Mr.  Boyce's  plan  of  laying  out  the 
unoccupied  interior  could  have  done  it,  and  that  was 
much  too  magnificent  a  proposal  for  a  British  govern- 
ment of  tiiat  time,  with  a  Manchester  School  of 
politicians  tugging  at  its  skirts. 

In  new  countries  indeed   government  has  usually 
followed  rather  than  preceded  the  expansion  of  settle- 
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^vhcn  the  „-<,od.s  about  them  bo..-.,,  .  J       '''' 

•^■-n-ngs.     I3ut  i„  South      Wc,  ;'    T      '■'  "'' 
■situation  was  this   ,,,^/^,    ""^  "'7'^"'l'-'"ty  of  the 

""-•ih-ngthatthel  "'"■""'"'^  '"'''''''  ""'-• 

'Vo.the^..:;;^-:— --'-''o.the.,a,,. 

■■'^'He..     In  other. s,r';™r"°"- 
bottom  a  uerferfK.  n,t       ,  ^   "^^'^  •''' 

taken  placrVt'T^^^'"^-'^''"^' "■""''' •^-- 

'ess  protestation,:  oe    ^^^T'"'':  '"""  "^''  "''" 

--w.ch.asnotpCrt'ot:;zf°^^-: 

-^kin,«oe.lr:''Lrcr--^'-''e 
which  he  had    livnH         ,  Government  under 

h.-s   countrymen      olrue;"'","""'  ^'^^^  •"■^-  °^ 
him?  ""'^    ^°    '-^e,    should    foII„.v 

=Peec.Mhou,h  neaW;:Lnn  trVrr    ^"^ 
Boer.ne.nothin.ofthec::;r,;:;-- 

d"^  not  even  .now.  as  was  afterwards  seerrxat: 
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that  Holland  had  ceased  to  count  amongst  i  no  Towers, 
and  that  in  consequence  the  Cape  without  Hritish 
protection  would  ha\e  been  at  the  mercy  of  any 
power  that  had  6,000  soldiers  to  spare  for  the  ,^urpose 
of  securing  the  most  important  naval  station  on  the 
route  to  the  East.  Even  the  Transvaal  Hoer  of  to-day 
knows  too  little  of  the  world  to  realise  that  until  the 
capitalists  of  the  Rand  poured  wealth  into  the  coffers 
of  his  government  and  enabled  it  to  buy  war  material 
and  organise  itself  on  the  scale  of  a  great  military 
power,  the  liritish  Government  with  its  ring  of  colonies 
and  sphere  of  influence  was  his  only  effective  protec- 
tion against  foreign  interference  and  complications- 
Then,  a.=  .  'W,  the  Koer  understood  nothing  of  the 
benefits  h^  liad  re  :eivt.d  from  British  protection.  1  'lis 
difference  of  blood  and  speech  was  certainly  one  of 
the  reasons,  and  it  seems  to  me  was  the  only 
legitimate  reason,  for  the  trek-Boer's  anxiety  to  cut 
himself  loose  from  British  rule  and  erect  a  state  of 
his  own  in  South  Africa. 

The  second  reason  was  that  the  pastoral  Boer, 
with  his  rude  way  of  life,  disliked  any  form  of  civil- 
ised gc  'ernment  which  called  upon  the  individual  to 
pay  taxes,  accept  restrictions,  and  conform  to  a 
standard  for  the  general  welfare.  He  thought  he 
could  get  on  without  it.  A  semi-military  organisa- 
tion for  commandos  seemed  to  him  all  that  was 
necessary. 
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close  political  connecfon     nd  ir  ""    '"''= 

'--te.andco..J,:\      --;;"^^^^^^ 

evdent  as  that  between  the  Unif.^r  ^^'  '^  "' 

-'i  has  an  .ndestn-ctib      ba^n  '^^  °'■'''"'■'^''• 
"nity  which  connects  the  nb.  /      S:™K™l'hical 

'''e  cca.  lands  and   .os'^rr:^^'""'"-^'-^^ 
The   nationality,  hei.,  1  ^  ,4  Z  t' ""^t 
«;-   refuses   to   be  incorporated  "      '^      """■"' 
of  an  autocratica;,,  governed  col ^  " ^   ."'"  ",7 
govemmg  community,  under  omJ,  ^  ''"^■ 

'■^  true,  but  Afrikand  P^°tect,on  of  Britain,  it 

=»'  the  ver,  least  rep  re"  1    a     r''     ""  ^""^'''^"-^ 
sectionalism   and  have T  "'"■""■^  '^''^'"'="'  "^ 

'He  peaceful  developLr^JVat""""  '"^"^^'^  '° 
-es  that  the  natural, aTs  of  ,'  ""°'"'''^'  "'-■ 
^^-■ns.  him,  and  he  s  s"  he  r^r'^  7'''-  ^'^ 
government  becomes,  as  regard!  th  u  '  "'"  '" 
of  Afrikander  nationalitv  a1  r      ''"'  '^'^'"'^"'^ 

Has   shown    that   he  tl     XfJ^^^^^^^^^     He 
'mposed   his   rule   on    th.    r        °      hesitation,  have 

"^egarcl  his  ambitions  as 
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sacred  wluii  tiny  have  become  incompatible  with  the 
rij;lits  and  ^afcly  of  others. 

Hut  there  was  another  and  less  creditable  reason  for 
the  trek-ltoer's  anxiety  to  sever  his  connection  with  the 
Hritish  (iovernmeiit  and  its  civilisation.  Generations 
of  a  half-lawless  life  as  the  master  of  slaves  and  native 
servants  had  made  him  re^'ard  himselfas  the  born  lord 
and  task-master  of  the  coloured  races  in  Africa.and  his 
conduct  as  such  had  been  just  what,  to  use  Olive 
Schreiner's  comparison,  the  conduct  of  slave-holders 
and  an  absolute  aristocracy  has  ever  been,  in  Rome 
or  Chald;ea,  and  all  over  the  world.  From  the  time 
of  General  Craig  s  remonstrance  ajjainst  the  examina- 
tion of  slaves  and  natives  by  torture  to  the  Kmancipa- 
tion  Act,  the  Hritish  Government,  Hritish  magistrates 
and  Hritish  missionaries  had  been  eng.iged  in  teaching 
him  another  point  of  view,  ai  d  as  regards  the  greater 
part  of  the  Colony  not  perhaps  without  success.  But 
the  Boer  of  the  frontier,  at  least,  could  not  reconcile 
himself  to  the  establishment  of  anything  like  legal 
equality  between  him  and  the  native  races  ;  and  after 
the  Jiritish  immigr.ition  and  the  establishment  of 
the  new  jury  laws  in  1827,  legal  equality  between 
white  man  and  black  had  become  a  stern  reality  to 
the  Hoers.  As  to  the  facts  let  the  reader  consider 
the  following  testimony  of  Stephen  Kay.  the  VVes- 
leyan  missionar)',  as  to  what  he  saw  with  his  own 
eyes  in  the  district  where  he  worked.     Speaking  of 
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triumph,  but  it  is  almost  a  pity  to  see  the  naive 
exultation  of  the  good  man,  as  he  relates  how  Boers 
were  condemned  under  the  new  penal  laws  side  by 
side  with  Kaffirs  and  Hottentots,  for,  in  the  exulting 
account  of  the  missionary,  we  begin  to  realise  how 
bitterly  the  rude  Boer  of  the  frontier  felt  his  altered 
position.  And  it  was  not  only  in  his  pride  and 
supremacy  of  race  that  the  Boer  suffered.  The 
change  involved  an  economic  loss  to  him.  To  get 
cheap  labour  had  always  been  his  grand  object, 
and  the  only  sure  way  to  that  end  was  to  make 
labour  compulsory,  either  by  means  of  slavery  or  by 
vagrancy  laws  sufficiently  stringent  to  put  the  native 
under  the  power  of  the  white  man.  But  the  result 
of  the  Government's  legislation,  combined  with  the 
labours  and  the  native  settlements  of  the  mission- 
aries, had  been  to  teach  the  Hottentots  the  ad- 
vantages of  independence,  and  Hottentot  labour  in 
consequence  was  neither  so  plentiful,  nor  procurable 
on  as  easy  terms  as  before.  It  was  not,  as  Boer 
writers  pretend,  the  memory  of  Slachter's  Nek,  or 
the  inadequacy  of  the  compensation  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery,  that  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  trek- 
Boer's  great  anxiety  to  cut  himself  loose  from 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  British  Government ;  it  was 
plainly  the  determination  which  that  Government 
had  shown  to  deal  out  equal  justice  between  white 
man    and  black,  and  protect  the  latter  against   the 
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Bezuider'out,  who,  as  Dr.  Theal  represents  him, 
was  forbidden  "  by  the  law  of  honour "  to  accept  it. 
It  is  possible  that  the  missionaries  of  that  period 
were  too  sanguine  regarding  the  complete  civilisa- 
tion of  the  African — I  mean  as  to  the  time  required 
for  it.  Amongst  the  Kaffirs  and  Hottentots  they 
found  many  persons  of  high  intelligence  and  capable 
of  reaching  all  modern  refinements  of  thought  and 
feeling ;  and  in  their  enthusiasm  they  sometimes 
seemed  to  speak  as  if  they  thought  it  needed  only 
a  generation  or  two  till  education  and  good  treat- 
ment should  raise  the  native  races  to  a  level  with 
the  whites;  till,  as  Pringle  sang, 

"  the  long-scorned  African, 
His  Maker^s  image  radiant  in  his  face. 
Among  earth's  noblest  sons  shall  find  his  place." 

Their  point  of  view  may  be  illustrated  by  two  state- 
ments which  often  occur  in  their  writings ;  first,  that 
the  native  children  were  found  to  be  just  as  intelli- 
gent in  the  schools  as  those  of  the  whites ;  and, 
second,  that  the  percentage  of  blackguards  was  not 
higher  among  the  Kaffirs  than  amongst  some  Euro- 
pean nations. 

But  we  have  a  long  way  to  go  yet,  evidently,  before 
such  comparisons  will  be  in  order.  The  civilisation 
of  a  race  is  determined  not  by  the  capacities  of  some 
exceptional  individuals,  or  even  many  exceptional 
individuals,  nor  by  its  capacity,  up  to  a  certain  point, 


-"        '----S  T,T.K  ,.  SOUTH  ..H,CA         3, 

maintamthatasamn    >    V  '  '"  "^'^'^  ^"'^  ^ 

And  that  CO  eo,  e  o;  Z  "'"  ^"  '^^  '■"^-■^-'^• 

-ta,eneJt:r'::;t'',-;-'wa,..ep.e. 

had  a  chance  to  ris    at  !„  ''^     """'    ^'^'   '' 

°f  South  Afrxa  Ja    .    .      T""^''  '^^  "^'''^  ''^^^^ 

of  the  London  Miss.orarv  S  °'  '"'  '°  "^°^« 

'Hree.Va„de.e.,;:7anrSX,""'^^"^^"^ 
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The  Rights  ol  Briton  and  Boer  in  South  Africa  determined  by 
their  work  there— Defects  of  Dr.  Theal's  Histories  of  South 
Africa— Paul  Kruger  the  Representative  of  the  Old  Tradi- 
tions of  the  Frontier  Boer. 

This  conflict  between  the  civiIi.sation  of  the  Briton 
and  that  of  the  trek-Boer  has  had  a  long  and  varied 
history  since  1836,  and  it  has  not  quite  ended  yet, 
although  Paardeberg  has  been  won  and  the  British 
flag  Hies  over  Pretoria.  There  have  been  mistakes, 
of  course,  and  the  question  has  been  perplexed  by  the 
chronic  tendency  of  the  leaders  of  the  Liberal  party  to 
evade  and  put  aside,  and  even  at  times  to  lay  down 
altogether  the  responsibilities  of  the  Empire.  But 
judging  from  the  condition  and  conduct  of  the  native 
tribes  to-day,itis  the  policy  of  the  British  Government 
and  that  of  Dr.  John  Philip,  which  history  so  far  has 
justified  in  South  Africa,  and  not  that  of  the  Boer  of 
the  trek.  The  policy  of  the  latter  and  his  habits,  had 
they  been  free  to  develop  unmodified  by  British  in- 
fluence, could  only  have  ended  in  brutalising  all  the 
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opportunity  of  explaining  at         p  •'"'"''  '  ^'''' 
the  different  nature  of  th..  "°"  ''"''  ^^°" 

n-Shts  which  arc  s  relv  c       K?  ^^  '"  '°"'"  ^'■-«- 

r''-^erstoo;:;th"';s:."r-'^ 

«"-  as  tl,e  first  settler  the  1    i  ''"^'"■'   °^  *''' 

der  of  a  unique  civii  s'tion  ^  u  """'"■  '""  ^°""- 
^^  or  value  to  the  v  Hdl  "'r'  "^>'  >"='  --'=  to 
outstanding  types     ^  f     ''  '^"=^"'  *'^°  -'x 

of  the  veldt  a  hi  '"'°''"''-"^  '"'^  '^e  old  Boer 

-ep,.t^^^/::S-----.o,_.ha; 

-nnin,.  and    the  young  ^o       of    ^  V   '"' 

native  ones  ■  he  ha     b  ^     ""=  ^^""'^  °f  '"e 

a"cienh,hte;ed,^:;^::;;'^-'^P-°^a,,h^er^^ 

and   treasure  to  hi^d    ha     "'"'"'''''""  °' '^'^^ 

0;  iaw  and  justice  t^^^h   rro^r  ^  '''"'''' 

"f  ->e  most  civilised  rn     V  ^^^  '""''  that 

cmh.edcountnesofEurope;itishis 
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presence  alone  which,  as  far  as  one  can  see,  has  kept 
South  African  civilisation  from  developing  into  a 
tremendous  slave-holdinj;  aristocracy  with  social  and 
political  features  as  bad  as  those  of  the  Turkish 
Empire. 

Unfortunately  the  historiographer  of  Cape  Colony 
and  official  literary  man  of  the  British  Empire  in  that 
part  of  the  world  has  not  comprehended  his  task  or 
has  been  unfaithful  to  it.  Perhaps  the  pressure  of 
the  party  with  which  he  has  evidently  allied  himself 
has  been  too  much  for  him  and  has  spoiled  what 
might  have  been  one  of  the  most  instructive  histories 
of  the  nineteenth  century.  For  the  spirit  in  which 
Dr.  Theal  has  written  his  histories  has  been  fatal  to 
them.  He  has  been  obliged  to  avoid  any  thorough 
treatment  of  the  great  questions  involved  in  the  de- 
velopment of  South  Africa,  the  principles  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty,  the  management  of  the  native 
races,  the  work  of  the  missionary  amongst  the  Kaffir 
tribes,  the  character  and  history  of  the  Dutch  Re- 
formed Church,  and  the  peculiar  indifference  with 
which  it  left  the  work  of  educating  and  disciplining 
the  native  races  in  South  Africa  to  Outlander  mis- 
sionary societies,  chiefly  British  ones  ;  the  results  oi 
British  influence  in  Cape  Colony,  and  its  present 
condition  as  compared  with  the  civilisation  of  the 
Transvaal.  He  has  been  obliged  to  pass  over  these 
topics  in  silence  or  with  a  casual  and  fragmentar)' 


-"       nR,TMW.S  TiTLE  ,K  SOUTH  A,.-K,CA         3,, 
maries  arc  of  l,>fi        ,  '   '^'-""""'"■'^■•il    sum- 

tcntral    statements,  with  nn  „„ 
scarcity  of  references  tn  A  uncommon 

^-  the  ori,in::a:i"7;:  :j?"'''^^'°- 

dead    at   heart,  uninspired    bv  anv  %  '  '"'■""^ 

for  even  Dr   Theal  is  h      „      „   ^  ""'''  °''  ''^'''^''^ 
anyserio.,s  behe    in    h     ?''        "  """^"^  '°   '^a-- 

-tHeir.rf;::;^:i:;,t"-"'-^-^"-^ 

occasion  as  if  that  piece  ofllt^r/;-;  °" 
thmcf   as    the   n=f,-;„t-  .  •^  '"^  same 

o   OS   me  patriotism   of  a  Tell    nr  th  ^    r    , 
widow  of  Haarlem  ^"^  o*^  "^^ 

y.   unless   .somethmg   like   an    orTanisod    . 
sp-racy   under    the   protection     ,f   H  !  "" 

Poiitical  party  had  eSsted  gains  tt  if  >  r"""' 
and  British  traditions  in  80'^^;  J  ^  T*^ 
traditions  are  in  many  respect-  *''^ 

many  respects  amongst  the  noblest 
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of  the  British  Empire,  and  are  not  to  be  obscured  so 
easily  as  Dr.  Theal  and  Mr.  Rcitz  may  fancy.  These 
traditions  have  been  shared  by  many  Cape  Dutch 
families  of  the  best  class,  who  have  contributed  in 
the  past  much  more  to  all  that  is  best  in  the  civi- 
lisation of  South  Africa  than  the  wild  race  of  the 
frontier.  But  owing  to  Briti.sh  nc^'lect  these  traditions 
seem  almost  to  have  died  out  am-jnjjst  the  Cape 
Dutch.  The  surrender  after  Majuba  Hill  was  of 
itself  enough  to  kill  them.  Their  only  basis  now  in 
South  Africa  is  the  British  population  there.  That 
population  is  the  progressive  and  enterprising  portion 
of  South  Africa,  and  could  hold  its  own  under  any 
ordinary  economic  and  constitutional  conditions,  but 
it  cannot  keep  its  ground  against  the  military 
organisation,  the  gold  and  the  despotism  of  the 
Transvaal.  There  should  be  no  illusions  now  at  any 
rate.  The  Transvaal  has  for  twenty  years  been  a 
centre  from  which  B.iti-sh  tradition.'-,  and  interests 
have  been  assailed  with  untiring  perseverance  and  by 
deep-laid  and  long-maturing  schemes,  which  but  for 
the  courage  of  Mr.  Chamberlain  would  probably 
have  been  successful.  You  must  kill  Krugerism  or 
abandon  the  British  population  of  South  Africa, 
British  farmers,  shop-keepers,  and  miners,  to  a  system 
of  Dutch  Terrorism.  And  it  is  not  easy  to  see  any 
other  way  of  extinguishing  Krugerism  than  by  taking 
away   the   independence   of   the   Transvaal.     Leave 
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t  wh^       '•   1'   ""''*  "">'°"  — ^  but  to  have 
tlie  whole  comedy  acted  over  afjain,  the  Reit^-Thc^l 
Propafranda,the  nominal  concessions  and  r  ll  '  va 
2;jJiseH,hts,thec..yte.oHs:trl~ 
Ah!       ;     "^  preparations  and   the  callin,  i„  „ 
Albrcchts.  Leyds.  and  a  crowd  of  clever  fo  eil; 
to  consp,re  against  you  ;  followed,  of  cours     by    he 
old   -.sputes  about  the  rights  of  a  suzerain  to  int  rfe 

■nghard  to  make  .t  impossible  for  you  to  anticipate 
or  prevent  anything;  the  whole  to  en<l  in  a  t  agedy 
as  no,,  or  possibly,  the  next  time,  in  a  catastro     I  '' 

at  the  mercy  of  the  Transvaal  would  be  much  th" 
-me  thmg  as  if  HWtain   had  abandoned  the  In, 

seaboard  of  Amer.ca,  the  men  of  Boston,  New  York 
and  Phdadelphia  to  struggle  alone  agai  stl  bc^^' 
and  vast  designs  of  the  French  governors  of  Canada 
for   makmg   America   a   French   continent..      W 
people,  w.th  a  head    for  economics,  may   say   tha 
Hntam  had  a  poor  return  for  settling  that  matter  by 
the  conquest  of  Canada.     I  cannot  think  so.     The 
presence  of  a  great  English-speaking  people  on  the 
Amencan   continent,  instead  of  a  French  or  Dut  h 
Peakmg  one,  has  been  one  of  the  latent  factor  t 
th     n,a.ntenance   and   development    of  the   BrLh 
See  Park^an,  ^  /^,//c.«.«o'  »/  C>,„y^.a,  vol.  ii.  p.  ,, 
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Empire,  anrl,  in  spite  of  the  New  Amcricnnism, 
which  is  not  (luitc  su  wild  a  thing  as  it  looks  to  be, 
is  so  at  this  clay. 

At  any  rate  the  lesson  of  South  African  history 
from  1795  to  the  present  time  is  clear  enough.  It  is 
that  nothing  is  gained  by  shelving  difficulties  and 
re.sponsibilities  ;  they  only  accumulate  with  terrible 
interest.  It  was  Kmerson,  the  purest  and  most 
peaceable  of  men,  who  said  that  the  terror  and 
repudiation  of  war  may  be  a  form  of  materialism. 

There  are  fine  ironies  in  history.  The  conspiracy 
against  its  name  and  honour  might  have  gone  on 
unchecked  and  even  unnoticed  by  the  Hritish  nation, 
which  has  great  faith  in  freedom  of  speech  and  an 
hone-st  equanimity  in  the  face  of  hostile  criticism,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  arrogance  of  one  man,  who  was 
rash  enough  to  trample  openly,  ostentatiously,  and 
perhaps  quite  needlessly  for  his  chief  design,  on  every 
principle  of  civil  liberty  and  economic  pr.  ;ss  which 
the  British  nation  has  stood  for  in  Sout';  Africa,  and 
to  end  by  throwing  the  gauntlet  in  its  face.  Paul 
Kruger  is  a  living  link  between  the  Boers  of  to-day 
and  the  wild  Jan  Bothas  and  Bezuidenhouts  of  the 
past.  He  is  a  Boer  of  the  Great  Trek,  a  genuine  son 
of.  the  savage  soil  of  Bruintjes  Hoogte,  with  the 
fierce  r-emories  of  the  old  Graaff-Reinet  frontier 
still  liVi.ig  in  his  heart,  fresher  probably  than  the 
things  of  yesterday.     He  is  a  man  of  another  genera- 
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t'on,   more  distant   from   the   present   th.n 

modern  liberalism,  with  the  Chrl  r 

head  of  it,  but  si"h     fi  ?"■■•"  "'■'""^  **  'he 

>',  Dut  Might  figments  coverine-  the  moni 
a.U,nom,e.s  of  a  hTe  ,ess  natural  inhis^s  t"  a 
att le-h  ting  raid  or  the  moonlight  revels  of  Kaffir 
^raal.  H.s  public  proclamations  speak  of  T  twl 
God,  ut  the  God  he  really  knows' and  .orsh  s 
the  old   Hebrew  god  of  battles  th^       . 

the    heathen.     What   ,s  mod  ^         '""'"^  "*■ 

imac   IS  modern  civi  isatinn  f«  i,- 

with   its  characteristic  agencies  and   1  ' 

SPCIC     n,„  .    ■  y  ^'^■'  ^"o   exponents,  the 

M.C.K..   the  great  joint-stock   company,   with    its 
machmes  on  the  Rand,  the  smart  America    journal 
and  his  interviewing?     Nothing  but  the  buZZ    f 
wasps   about  his   ears;   nothing   but   what     ouK    / 
-iting  in  sympathetic  Bantu  idfom  to  it,-  eh: 
called  "the  stink  of  the  English."     AH  that  h    h 
any  u.se  for  is  comprised  in  its  Creusots  and  MaCims 
He  IS  a  unique  figure  for  the  nineteenth  cemurto 
number  amongst  its  remarkable  rulers,  a  magn.W 
-arnation  of  the  traditions  of  his  race,  whi-rS 
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out  his  personality  would  hardly  have  won  so  much 
consideration,  or  even  notice,  from  the  civilised 
peoples  of  Kuropc  and  America.  The  old  lion 
(with  much  of  the  fox  in  him)  of  the  race  of 
Bruintjes  Iloo^'te  must  be  content  with  havin^j 
.secured  that  place  in  history  for  the  traditions  of 
the  trek-Hoer.  And  that  it  [)erhaps  as  much  as 
they  deserve,  for  they  are  not  altogether  of  a  kind 
to  be  a  light  t.>  the  path  of  civilisation  in  South 
Africa,  or  to  merit  [icrpctuation  in  its  institution.s. 
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"KT    RETIKK's    PROCLAMATION 

party  fro.    i^^^^Trf"''"  '"  '' ^  '^^"^'"^ 

n'-fspro.„..ive,.,,,la„„„  for  .lav"  and     ..  """ 

had  given  to  the  Hocr      "  W  '''  '"■"■""'' 

Article  ,,  "of  ,h"l;.r    ,  T'"""'"  ''^-  '*'-"'^'  -y»  '•" 

to  .sustain  by  th    1  ""'       '''  "^'  ''^^'•'  ''-"  '""-^■d 

win  t)y  the  emancipation  of  our  Slavic    ,,,^/i 

-^^  «^.^ .«. ...  ,„.,,,.,  ^:^^^::r  t  rT'""" 

very  cautiously  worded    th  ■  ""''   S  '" 

-".Heeo„,iie:r\:r~:ur::^"-"'-- 

native  question  •    "  \l-  T  """•'  ""   "le 

wewinU:tHej:,::;-::?,r;^— we,o. 

will   take  care  th,/  "'>■'  *>"'  «'''il'*t  we 

ditiono    .W^'"''r'^^™"«'''''>-'ntoacon. 

and  servant."  ^   -^      "^"'""■'  ''"'''":">  »"'sUr 

Piet   RetiePs   proclamation   had  no  M  • 
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him,  and  indeed  had  no  binding  authority  over  them; 
and  his  ideas  about  slavery  and  other  things  were  not 
necessarily  those  of  other  trekking  parties.  Their  disagree- 
ments and  dissensions  were  so  great  indeed  that  it  was  hardly 
possible  to  establish  any  responsible  government  amongst 
them.  But  the  proclamation  embodies  Retiefs  ideas  of  the 
conflict  between  the  Government  and  the  Boers,  and  is  care- 
fully drawn  up  with  a  view  of  leaving  the  Cape  Government 
no  grounds  for  interfering  with  them,  as  far  as  that  could 
be  effected  by  the  proclamation  and  its  professions.  Piet 
Retief,  from  everything  we  learn  of  him,  was  an  honourable 
and  courageous  man,  the  highest  type  of  burgher,  moderate 
and  wise  in  his  ways.  But  it  is  impossible  for  any  one  who 
has  studied  the  early  history  of  (Jraaff-Reinet  to  believe 
that  some  of  the  professions  in  his  famous  proclamation 
have  any  very  substantial  meaniiig,  or  are  much  more 
than  the  expression  of  a  pious  hope  which  he  knew  could 
hardly  be  realised.  Consider,  f  example,  the  professions 
in  Articles  6  &  8  : 

(6)  .  .  .  "  We  will  not  molest  any  people,  nor  deprive 
them  of  the  smallest  property  ;  but,  if  attacked,  we  shall 
consider  ourselves  fully  justified  in  defending  our  persons 
and  effects,  to  the  utmost  of  our  ability,  against  every 
enemy." 

(8)  "  We  purpose,  in  the  course  of  our  journey,  and 
on  arrival  at  the  country  in  which  we  shall  permanently 
reside,  to  make  known  to  the  native  tribes  our  intentions, 
and  our  desire  to  live  in  peace  and  friendly  intercourse 
with  them." 

But  what,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  was  Piet  Retief  proposing  to 
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tl'e  Kaffir  of  Natal  and  of  7,       7       '"'*''  "''-'  ^''^'-     ^^"^ 

'^-'>a...of,,/r;it:::;r'^''^"-^ 

t'>an  we  are  uith   the  wh  1  T  '"^'luainted  even 

"i^ich  the  iioer  L  r  ;> : : ';""' "' '.'"  ■''"-  -^^- 

Ko.acoti.sin  on  the  MshRiv  Z  "'^>'"«  ""  ='g''i"^t  his 
»'  'he  head  of  a  thol  l„d  !  '''"  '"'  "^^''^f'  '"--^fo-. 
'^^-  '>-a^en.her,  pir  n^^^T'^  '"^^'r  '^^^^ 
just  a.,  well  as  l;in«an  the  /  ,  .  .  "  '"""  ''""'-"  ''"°*". 
^'"'^  of  a  conniet'  hid  ^  '::^';  :.  ff^'-  ^"-.  what 
amrently  friendly  preliminnr' '  *"      ''""""'-'"'^e   in 

«^t  Rctief  tned/at'l     rr/v    T'  "^  '^"^^^■^' - 
between  these  t,..o  races  it  w  ''''  "^  '•"■'^^  "  ^  ^ut 

^••■'entless.     No  .oubt  P    .T  !"""'"'-'  ^"^  ^^■«-"  '°  he 

-"^  .u'etiy  <:  ri::,':::/-' v^7  '^-^-^  - 

have  honestly  tried  to  m.l^  v    .  ''"-''''  ""^^  «"ld 

f-ndlyi„.,iur:e-  ashesl    -^   v"""^  " '"  P^'^^  -^ 
Zulu  Kaffirs.     But  could  1         '"       P™'-'''""^"'"'.  with  the 

There  was  the  hi  tori       ,:::rr^'^,'^-'-'  "  ''^  -' 
•^'--oshowthat,tla:Sr^r"-"'"""-^^'^^h 

neiJ:rr:tZi:i::T;''-«^'^'-v*^entthat 
'o  be,  to  inveigle  k"  r  "  '  '"t'.^''  '°  "'"^  'he  end  was 

-;--ai:i----:---- 
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The  treachery  of  the  Zulu  chief  was  soon  avenged  by  a 
commando  of  Boers  under  Andrics  Pretorius,  who  in  their 
impregnable  laager  defeated  an  army  of  1 2,000  Zulus,  slaying 
over  three  thousand  of  them,  with  a  loss  to  themselves  of 
three  men  slightly  wounded.  That  sounds,  it  is  true, 
suspiciously  like  a  Pretoria  bulletin  during  the  first  half  of 
the  present  war. 


APPENDIX  B 

^^-  THEAL-S  LATEST  VERSION 
In  an  introduction  to    the   fifth       > 

p"b.ished  in  ,s,, ,  „jt:  z  txr; ":  ^'^"'■''^' 

'hing  like  an  indirect  anH  .  ^^^'  ""^""^^  ^"""e- 
benefits  of  British  !h  ^'^  ^'"«  "'•""'^^i""  of   the 

Colony.  A^ZCZr''  "  ^'^  '"''^  °^  ^^P^ 
-ch  as  possible  for  I  7l"  inT  '"^"''^'^  "'^  ^^  - 
permits  himself  at  length  to.  ""'""^  '^'^'°"<=^-  he 

^-us  manner;  .:tirr:;:;"'^^^°"°^'"«- 

To  produce  an  effect  there  mu<t  h. 
■ndividuals  .ithin  ,he  official  cir        wh'ar"'''   .^"""«  ^'""^  "-^  ^w 
colonists  in  ,803  ror.a„acl,„e„      'or       B^    f  ""^  """'  ^^-» 
a  larger  market  for  their  produce,  but   t  u^f     '      '  '  '  '     '''"''  *-" 

were  so  bad  that  there  was  /,W.  „,  1"       '^"'^'''''  P"'""  "-e  seasons 
"m^sed  entirely  of  burghers  IsZ   7  '"  ""■    ^  "■""'■^''  -""^. 
«-  a  gain,  but  its  poy..,\^'Z^, "  .™«''  ^-«hers  and  officials 
;-»  -thod  Of  payin,  .w,  Ter    ^s      fief^;""-  J"^'  '"^  '*">  "■ 
"  ■>"  petty  accounts,  and  the  ab<^  . "    J""  ""'  '""^""6  -ction 

'"^t"'  """  '°  """  ">=  affecfon  Tth'T"'^  *''"<'' ^''™ 
mother  country  ,0  another  land  where  L'  '"f  '""'  "■-  °™ 
wanung.    (^,„,^_  .8o3-,8o6  p  .<,  7^     ^  "'"■  "''™  "«  entirely 
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Perhaps  not ;  but  one  may  be  excused  for  asking  if  this  is 
the  proper  manner  for  a  historian  of  South  Africa  who 
claims  to  be  impartial  to  acknowledge  the  great  reforms  mtro- 
duced  into  Cape  Colony  by  Britis'i  rule? 

The  reader  will  notice  Ur.  Theal's  method  of  handling 
very  important  facts,  the  whole  gamut,  indeed,  of  civil  and 
economic   reforms,  so  as   to  belittle  them.     They  had  a 
larger  market,  hut— "  during  a  considerable  period"  .  .  ■  ■ 
"  there  was  little  or  nothing  to  sell,"  &c.     They  had  got  a 
new  popular  body,  the  burgher  senate,  to  represent  their 
views  [fl  very  efccHve  body,  indeed,  in  constant  cooperation 
with  the  governor,  its  views  always  receiving  consideration, 
and  gener'Tlly,  as  appears  from  the  Records  complied  with], 
but— its  official  power  was  limited.     They  had  got  reforms  in 
the  Civil  Service,  removing  extensive  corruptions  which  in- 
fected the  whole  state  ;  they  had  got  relief  from  oppressive 
taxation;    they   had   been   freed   from  the   oppression   of 
monopoUes  in  their  staple  trades  ;  they  had  got  practically 
a  free  market ;  but,  what  was  that  to  turn  the  affections  of 
a  people,  &c.  ?   And  in  spite  of  all  the  reforms  he  admits  in 
this  paragraph  to  have  been  made.  Dr.  Theal  seems  not  to 
have  the  slightest  difficulty  in  stating  on  the  previous  page 
of  the  same  work  that  "  in  the  colony  itself  the  effect  of  the 
English  administration  was  almost  imperceptible." 

A  universally  corrupt  system  of  levying  taxes  and  paying 
•jfficials  banished  to  make  room  for  a  pure  one ;  just  taxation 
substituted  for  oppressive  taxation  ;  monopolies  abolished 
and  a  freer  and  larger  market  afforded  a  rapid  increase  in 
trade  and  revenue ;  and  the  effects  of  it.  Dr.  Theal  says. 
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^'•^arly  against  the   testimony   „f   ,hes.    />       . 
imperceptible!"  ^f«rrf^,   "almost 

It  may  be  prejudice  on  my  oar.   h„,  ■, 
-^  a  i'ind  of  daring  duplic^^r  Dr     -V   T"^  '"  ""^  "'^^^■ 
things,  which  reminds  one  stronJiv  of    r      ""''  "'  ^'^""^ 
Boer  character.     Jiu,   ,,  ^^  °^  "^"^  """''''  '^<^-  of  the 

obviously  bent  on  stain'r  7"  "  ""°™"  "''°   '^  ^o 

certainly  withdra;  a".!::  ""  °'  ""-"  "'"^  ^"-"^ 
declaration  in  his  nefaa.?,he  °P''"'""">-'  '^at  solemn 
'hat  he  was  "guid  d,  I  ""'^  "^ ""  "^'"'""^  -'-e, 
-d   regard  J  o      at      ir;'"'"^'  '".'''  '™"'  ^'^-'^  "e 

'o 'he  utmost  to  avoid     ;i,;7"''^^'"  -''    "-ove 
"•yimng  hke  favour  or  prejudice." 


THE   END 
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